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ADVERTISEMENT 


OF TH E- 


ORIGINAL EDITOR. 


JF in the multitude of publications, with | 
& which libraries. :are ‘inceffantly burdened 
from the prefs,.and which fatigue the fatiated 
reader, there are fome that deferve favour, 
and can furnith entertainment———<thefe are - 
_ undoubtedly books of hiftory, becanfe they. con- 
tinually prefent us with freth objets of cario~ 
fity andinftreQion. This is alfo, perlrapa, the 
_only branch of literatore in which..mediocrity | 
can be put up with, <by reafon of its-utdity and © 
—neceffity.. Our claim ito this indulgence mutt 
Ancreafe «in. proportion a8. the fubje& us more 
new, and interefling. The work now offered 
to the public, being upon a fubje@, both in. 

A 3 itfelf 


[vi ] 


itfelf and in its circumftances, moft worthy to - 
engage attention at this time, the Editor flat- 
ters himfelf, that his zeal in producing it will 
meet with approbation. Befides, this is a new 
career opened by the Author; he is the firft 
- who has. removed the veil caft over the whole 
life of a Prince, whofe chara@er, though dead, 

flattery feemed {till to conceal. 

The plain title of this work———contrary to 
many others more pompous, which promife 
more than they perform——will deceive our 
readers agreeably in this refpe@, for they may. 
be affured that it performs much more than it 
promifes; they will imagine that they hall 
find nothing in it, but the chara&er of Lewis. 
XV. confidered in a philofophic view, which 
was the Author’s firft defign; and they will 
tead with furprife the complete hiftory of his 
reign: theré does not feem to be one import- 
ant fa& omitted; but the whole is brought into 
a narrow compafs, and treated with proper con- 
cifenefs. The work is moreover written: by a 
mafterly hand, and with a manly freedom;: it 
gives a natural defcription, not enly of the 
charaGer of the late Monarch—=of that of 
the Princes and Princeffes of his houfe=-of Bis 
fevers] miftreffes—his Minifters—his Gene- 

vals, &c.; bat it is alfo interfperfed with 
very 


{ wi J 
very curious anecdotes, not to be found elfe- 
where. 

This Hiftory having become more exten- 
five than the Writer had at firft imagined, it 
was his defign, after having colle@&ed it, to 
diftribute it into feveral diftin@& parts, plainly 
marked out even in the developement of the 
fubje&, which is divided into four principal 
periods: the firft is the Regency; the fecond, 
the adminiftration of Cardinal Fleuri;_ the third, 
extends from the death of that Minifter to that 
of the Marchionefs of Pompadour; and the 
fourth, from the death of the Marchionefs to 
that of Lewis XV. The Editor having been 
obliged to print the work as it was written, in 
order to fatisfy the impatience of his brethren 
-—this circumftance has prevented the Author 
from throwing it into this form, more agree- 
able, and more convenient for fuperficial rea- 


ders ; others will readily fix upon the divifions 
, indicated. 


ADVER- 


GS PE59 E5548 4569464590546 546654055555 56 54554 
SPESOEEEESESEE SESE EEE DS ETEET OEE TE EES ES 44 OF 


ADVERTISEMENT 
oF THE 


TRANSLAPFOR 


{Tis neceflary to inform our Englifh Read- 
ers, of the Omiffions that have been made 

in the following work. They are very few, and 
fuch only as it was imagined would make it 
more agreeable to them, and as related to mat- 
ters totally unimportant. The greateft part of 
them are in the Appendix of the firft volume. 
The firft is, that of the lift of the perfons 
taxed, with the fums they were taxed in; 
an article, with which the Tranflator, after 
he had inconfiderately taken much pains to 
finifh itmand had reduced all the livres into 
Englifh money—was fo difgufted, and found 
it fo very uninterefting to an Englifh reader, 
that 


[ x ] 

that he refolved to omit jt. Had it been 
printed, it -would* have filféd at tedit three 

fheets with tedious and ufelefs calculation. 
The other omiffion is that of the Poetry 
inthe feveral Appendixes. This is alfo-chaefly 
in the Appendix of the fitft volume. Yn the 
others, there are not more than three or four 
pages left out. This poetry confifts, for the 
moft part, of burlefque ballads, which would 
mo more bear tranflation into Englifh, than 
any Of otf nieit <ominon pbfitical ballads would 
into French. ‘There is fomething fo nation- 
al in the popular allufions, which always con- 
ftitute the merit of this fort of productions, — 

that they will mot “endtre ‘trenbhooring inf a 
‘foreign foil. Neither, mdeed, ‘woukl thefe 
have been worth the attempt. ‘Befide thefe 
fugitive pieces, there is a poem, intitled the 
. Philippice, which takes up about ‘two fheets 
‘of the original, arid .is dikewife ‘omitted in the 
tranflation. It would ‘be ‘impoffible ‘to give it 
am our language, at leaft, fo as Yo mitke it 
anterefting to an Enylith reader; for, indepen- 
dent of its being a fatire upon the sprivate éha- 
ra€ter ‘of the Duke of Orleans (én myany refpeas | 
contraditory to what is advanced in this h#fery) 
‘it is fo extremely full of attafions ‘to obfcure 
perfons, that % may be doubted, whether: it: 
can. 


[mu ] 
can afford much amufement, even to the 
French themfelves, at fuch a diftance of time 
from its firft publication. 

It is the more requifite to acquaint the 
‘Reader with thefe omiffions, becaufe, as they 
‘were not determined upon before the print- 
ing was far advanced, there are references 
found to thefe pieces in the body of the work, 
though there be nothing to anfwer them. The 
referring numbers, to prevent confufion, have 
hgen preferved as at firft. 

But though the Tranflator has left out the 
Poetry in the Appendixes, the Reader will 
find, that he has attempted, in Englifh verfe, 
all the little Epigrams, and other fcraps of 
Poetry, which occurred in the body of the 
work. In thefe inftances, the original is al- 
ways fubjoined, to gratify the curiofity of thofe 
Readers who may like to compare then; and, 
as the only merit pretended to, is that of 
having endeavoured to give the fenfe of thefe 
paflages, it is hoped the candour of the Reader 
will make allowances for the reft. 

The only thing remaining to obferve is, that 
the livres, throughout the work, are all re- 
duced to Englifh money, at the rate of ten 
pence fterling per livre. 


THE 


THE ve 
PRIVATE LIFE 
Oo F. 


LEWIS Xv. 


T HERE are too many difficulties attend- 1715. 
A sing the hiftory of a reign juft finifhed, to 

admit of an attempt to write that of Lewis XV. Be« 
fides the neceflity there would be of obtaining an in- 
fight into the archives of the :Miniftry, which motives 
ot policy would forbid, on account of the too clofe con- 
nection between prefent and preceding events; we 
fhould ftand in need of the fame accefs to the other ca- 
binets of Europe: where we fhould undoubtedly meet 
with ftill more infurmountable obftacles. Without 
this affiftance, not havmg a complete view of our ob- 
jets, we fhould run the rifque of compofing an imper- 
fect, or at leaft a partial work; and partiality is the 
greateft faylt a work of this kind can have. 

It is not the fame with the private life of a Monarchs 
if it be too dangerous to write it as it paffes, and under 
his own eye, from the fear of incurring his refentment 
by offending his vanity.; when he is dead, we cannnot 
be too eat in colle@ing a multitude of fa€ts which 
conftitute the interefting part of it, and are often pre- 
ferved only by oral tradition, the fugitive veftiges of 
which wear out, and are often entirely loft with their 
witneffles. : 
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We fhall not go ourof our way to prove the utility of 
private memoirs ; this is too philofophic an age to call 
it in queftion, and the multituce of fimilar publications 
that have been favourably received, fhew how ‘much 
they are now preferred to large hiftorical colle¢tions. 
In tact, if the intereft we take in any narrative depends 
upon, and is proportioned to, the fecret application 
we make of it to ourfelves while we are liftening to it, 
what fentiment can be excited at the recital of the dif- 

races and fucceffes of a Prince, who expeniences mis- 
faunas: to which the reader can never be fubjeét, or 
becomes refplendent with glory to which he has no 
right to afpire? On the contrary, when we fet afide 
the dignity and grandeur of the Monarch, and thew 
nothing mofe than the man; every order of citizens, 
and every individual, will one) intereft them- 
felves nearly in his domeftic happinefs or mifery, will 
be afflicted by the one, or rejoice at the other; fince 
thefe will, in fome meafure become common to them- 
felves, from the pofibility of their experiencing the 
fame. But if the merit of thefe collections of anec- 
dotes, when made with caution and difcernment, can- 
not be denied, the general aflertion is more particularly 
and juftly verified with regard to Lewis XV. It is 
well known how fond this Prince was of a private life: 
it is remembered that he always quiited it with regret, 
to appear in his public character, and that as foon as 
the baty fcene was over, he was impatient to retire 
into the interior part of his palace. Which of us has 
not heard his fervants, his favourites, and his minifters 
fay, “ Why was not the King born in our rank? he 
4¢ would have been the moft amiable private man, the 
s¢ beft hufband, the beft father, and the moft upright 
*¢ man in his kingdom.” Thefe exclamations, which 
were frequently repeated, cannot but infpire us with 
the greatett Jefire of feeing Lewis XV. under thefe dif- 
ferent points of view; and we proceed immediately to 
fatisfy the impatience of our readers. 
Lewis XV. who afcended the throne near- 
Sept.1. ly at the fame age as his great grandfather 
s7is. had done, prefented a itul more inter Ee 
igot 


OF LEWIS XV. 3 
fight to the kingdom, and to all Europe. Being the 


only branch remaining, and that a feeble one, of his 
suguft family in France, his death could not have 
faifed to excite commotions, and perhaps a fatal war, 
from the pretenfions of the King of Spain to recover 
the rights of his birth: fo that befides the natural af- 
fection of the nation for their Sovereigns, a motive of 
policy engaged them to watch with more peculiar care 
over this precious child. 

Reports which prevailed, and were believed, con- 
cerning the fatal caufe of the death of fo many Princes, 
Eviet off in fo fhort a time, could not but increafe 
their alarms: impreffed with this prejudice, the peo- 
ple faw their young Sovereign intrufted to the hands 
of the affaffin of his anceftors; and the circumftance 
which at prefent furnithes the ftrongeft argument, in 
refuting the calummiators of the Regent, was at that 
time a continual fubjeét of terror. Undoubtedly, had 
the Regent been the author of ‘thefe difafters in the 
Royal Family, of the death of three Dauphins, who 
expired in the palace of Lewis XIV. who were ftricken 
under his own eye, and fnatched as it were from his 
arms, when he had thus got the power into his hands, 
his vaft defires would have known no bounds; but, 
proceeding from one crime to another, he would not 
have fhuddered at the murder of a King, without 
which all his former crimes became ufelefs ; fince that 
was the only one which could affure him impunity, 
and put him in pofleffion of that fceptre, which legiti- 
mates every act of violence to the eyes of ambition. 

But this reafoning, however conclufive to us, could 
not be fo to hts cotemporaries. Jt was not therefore 
without the greateft anxiety, that the day 
after the death of Lewis XIV. they faw the 2 Sepn 
Parliament annul the will of that Monarch, 
declare the Buke of Orleans fole Regent of the king- 
dom, deprive the Duke du Maine of the command of 
the King’s houfhold troops, and even of the privilege 
of guar.ling his facred perfon, and acknowledge that 
thele offices belonged fo ru) to the former. 
2 


The 
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The fleps taken by this Court, however extraordt- 
nary, were yet authorized by an inftance in the pre- 
ceding reign. At the death of Lewis XIII. the will 
of that Monarch had been alfoannulled, without pro- 
ducing any remonftrance from the people, whofe nghts 
were violated by this aét. If this great event was not 
then attended with any confequences, at a time when 
the nation, agitated by faétions and civil wars for the 
fpace of fourtcore years, ftill preferved all its energy ; 
when the general affemblies of the ftate, holden under 
the pieces reign, were not yet abolifhed; and 
when a requifition for the calling of fuch an aflembly 
from the different orders of the ftate could not have 
been deemed an encroachment’ upon authority ; it is 
not to be wondered at, that it fhould have paffed with 
no greater oppofition, at a time when all was bending 
under the yoke of defpetifm. 

One circumftance, which undoubtedly contributed 
to make the Parliament acquiefee in the Duke of Or- 
Jeans’s demands, was an artful claufe introduced in his 
{peech, in which, without feeming to make any terme 
with the Magiftrates, he granted them a privilege 
whieh in fome fort made them partakers of the power 
with which they were going to inveft him. 

‘© But on whatever prétenfions,” faid he, * I may 
«¢ found my claim to the regency, I will boldly ven- 
“ture to affure you, Gentlemen, that 1 fhall deferve 
«it by my eal for the fervice of the King, and for 
‘ the public good, efpectally as I mean to avail myfelf 
«* of your counfels and your wife remonfirances.” 

The privilege of making remonftrances, which this 
infinuation {cemed to convey a promife of reftoring to 
them, flattered eeeccunaly their pride, which had 
been hurt for fixty years paft, on account of the'r hav- 
ing been deprived of it by Lewis XIV*. This allur- 
ing bait determined them on this, as well as on feveral 
occafions afterwards, to facrifice the intezeft of the na- 

tion 


* Or what is nearly the fame thing, Lewis XIV. only a'lowed 
the Parliament to make remonft-ances, after his letters, editty 
or declarations were fauly and plainly regiftered, 
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tion to their vanity ; fince their own intereft, if wel 
underftood, ought to have prompted thein to refume 
their vigour and energy. For in tat, the Regent, by 
renewing to the Magittrates the liberty of addreffing 
wife remonfrances to the throne, made them implicit- 
ly agree, that he hada right to take that privilege 
away from them, whenever he thought their remon- 
flrances not wife: this was deftroying, nay abfolutely 
abolifhing the privileges they have fo loudly claimed 
under this reign, of being the reprefentatives of the na- 
tion, the feveral flates of the kivgdom contrated to a 
fmalley feale. 

Who indeed would dare to conteft with the Masif- 
trates their right of complaining? Who would venture 
to affert, that the integral parts of the focial contract, 
fhall not have the right, when aggrieved, to expofe 
their injuries, and demand the redrefs of them? 

The precautions taken to render the Duke of Or- 
Jeans’s party formidable, did not a little contribute to 
dainp the courage of the Parliament. ‘They knew 
that the Court was furrounded with. troops, and the 
great chamber filled with armed men*. It is true, 
that many of them were onthe fide of the Duke du 
Maine: but the Duke having, by a fhameful filence, 
acquiefced in every thing that was pafling contrary to 
the will of the late King, every man abandoned a 
Prince, who abandoned himfelf. And indeed, his 
Dutchefs, tran‘ported with fury, reeeived him, at his 
return to Sceaux, with marks of the highett contempt t+. 
The circumftance that completed his meannefs, and 
feemed to make him worthy of the treatinent he re- 
ceived, was, that after having afked to be difmiffed 
from the care of the a perfon, he ftill kept the 

a fuper- 


* This fact, which is attefted by feweral memoirs of the times, 
as well as by oral tradition, is very probable, notwithftanding 
what M. de Voltaire may fay te the contrary. Have we not feen 
the fame thing happen on a lefs important occafion, in 1771, 
“when M. de Maupeou came to the Court, on the 24th of January, 
to inftall the council ? 

+ It ts faid, that the Datchefs du Maine gave hima flap om 
the face. 
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fuperintendance of his Majefty’s education, accepted 
of a poft in the Council of Regency, and, in a word, 
did not difdain to prefer a fubaltern office at Court, to 
an abfolute and total retirement. 

Lewis XIV. had alfo appointed by his will, Mar- 
fhal Villeroi to be governor to the young King; the 
Dutchefs of Ventadour to be his governefs; the Bifhop © 
of Fréjus to be his preceptor ; and Father le Tellier 
his confeflor. The expulfion of the Jefuit was the on- 
ly change made in thefe appointments. 

Madame de Ventadour was the only perfon who 
could enter immediately on the duties of her office. 
This Princefs, of the illuftrious houfe of Rohan, which 
has fince furnifhed feveral other Governeffes to the 
Royal family of France, was qualified in the higheft 
degree for the truft repofed in her. She had a great 
deal of foftnefs, and at the fame time much dignity. 
She was paffionately fond of her Royal pupil, and her 
care was rather that of an affe¢tionate mother, than 
of an ambitious ftranger. All the tranfaCtions that 
were going forward, could not but increafe her He 
Jance: for fhe was not ignorant of the dreadful fufpi- 
cions which had raifed diftruit in the minds of all men. 
How great muft have been her anxiety, when fhe faw 
the care of the King’s perfon intrufted to the prefump- 
tive heir of the crown, Her attention was reJoubled 
on this account, and fhe enjoyed not an inftant of tran- 
quility, during the fpace of near eighteen months that 
{he remained in the fervice of his Majefty. 

One fingular circumftance happened to this gover- 
nefs, which was the occafion of her receiving an ho- 

nour that no woman had ever enjoyed be- 
12 Sept. fore her. Lewis XV. coming to the Parha- 
ment, to hold his firft Bed of Juftice in orcer 
to confirm the decree of the Court in favour of the Re- 
gent, the Dutchefs of Ventadour reprefented, at this 
mecting, the Queen Mother and Regent. The only 
difference was, that fhe took not her feat upon the 
throne, but that fhe attended there, fitting at the feet 
of the King; fhe fpoke, however, in his name. She 
was then about forty years of age, was hea 
| an 
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and affumed a great air of dignity, which made her 
appear not unworthy of this dluftrious a&. ‘* Gentle- 
“men, fatd fhe, “ the King has caufed you to be af- 
“ feinbled, in order to make his pleafure known to you: 
“‘ his Chancellor will explain it.” 

Immediately after this bed of juftice, fix Councils 
were eftabliihed, befide that of the Regency. The 
firft, which was called the Council of Confcience, re- 
pied ecclefiaftical matters; the fecond, foreign af- 
airs ; the third, war; the fourth, finance; the fifth, 
the navy; and the laft, prefided over the internal af- 
fairs of the kingdom. =‘ 

In order that the Parliament fhould the more readily 
confent to the regiftering of this declaration, another 
had heen joined to it, agreeable to the infinuation above- 
‘mentioned, by which the privilege was reitored to 
them, of making reprefentations or remonftrances, be- 
fore the publication of the laws that were addrefled to 
them; but his Majefty required that thefe remon- 
ftances fhould be reprefented within eight 
days. 16 Sept, 

This form of adminiftration by Councils, 
taking in all the parts of government, and confinin 
the Secretaries of State merely to thefigning of their 
names*, which form is ufed in other kingdoms, and 
of which there had been examples in ours under feve- 
ral reigns, becomes particularly neceffary under a 
young or weak Monarch. If it fhould fometimes oc- 
cafion a flownefs of proceeding in affairs, the decifions, 
on the other hand, are more mature; it makes them 
lefs verfatile, and is particularly beneficial in oppofing 
craft, preventing favour, and guarding a Sue feducti- 
on, which is fo frequently employed with fuccefs againft 
a fingle man. 

The regent adopted this plan of government the 
more readily, as ittended to remove the ideas of 
defpotifm, which might have been imputed to him 
as it furnifhed him with the means of giving places to 

B4 a great 


* The offices of Secretaries of State were even fuppreffed fer 
atime, or at leaft there was no bufine{s done by them. 
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a great number of his own creatures, and acquiring 
new ones, of employing at leaft thefe who were difpo- 
fed to cabal againft him ; in a word, asit enabled him 
to fulfil the engagements he had. entered into with the 
Marchionefs de Maintenon, the houfe of Noailles, and 
the moft diftinguifhed members of the Parliament, up - 
on condition, that they fhould affift hun in meafures 
to annul the will of Lewis XIV- 

It will certainly appear a matter of furprize, that the 
Queen Dowager, (for no man at prefent feems to dif- 
pute her that tithe) fhould be the foremoft to concur 
in the annulling of a folemn a&, the plan of which fhe 
had at leaft approved, if not herfelt fuggetted, againft 
a Prince whom fhe had never liked, or rather whom 
fhe had always detefted, on account of his mode of 
thinking and his manners, which were fo repugnant to 
the religious views of the favourite. But what will 
not the policy even of devotees adapt itfelf to? 

This able woman, fenfible of the averfion Lewis 
XIV. had for his nephew, had not dared to contradict 
him in bis laft wifhes; but at the fame time, forefeetng 
what would happen, fhe had determined not to wait 
the event. She doubted not one moment but that the 
great talents of the Duke of Orleans would prevail over 
the Duke du Maine, and that the former would be- 
come mafter of the kingdom at the King’s death. She 
therefore ed it neceffary to prevent the ftorm that 
would infallibly rife gantt her, and to deferve the 
gratitude of the Prince, whofe generofity fhe was al- 
ready acquainted with, by giving him previous infor- 
mation of the articles of the will, that he might be the 
better prepared to oppofe them with advantage and 
fecurity. Madame de Maintenon was ftill more ce- 
termined to behave in this manner, from her affe€tion 
far the Duke of Noailles her nephew*. At the death 

sof the Princes, in orcer to pay his court to the King, 
he had indulged himfelf in the moft indifcreet; or ra- 
ther the moft rafh and moft culpable language. In 
the 


* That is to fay, who had married Mademoifelle d’ Aubignd 
wiece and fole heirefs of Madame de Maintenon, 


the excefs of his zeal, and under the fuppofition that 
all the deaths which had happened were the effects 
of poifon, he had been accufed of having imputed them 
to his R. H. ; and when people were endeavouring to: 
guefs at the author of thefe execrable crimes, he had 
named the Duke of Orleans, and had added; “ if 
‘“‘ the laft-+, who is now at the point of death, fhould 
“ perifh, I will be the Brutus.” Such was the anec- 
dote then circulated, and fince preferved in the me- 
moirs of the times. Nothing lefs than a very effential 
fervice could wipe away the flanderous affertion and 
the threat, the atrocioufnefs of which feemed however 
to be diminithed by their extravagance. And indeed 
the Regent’s magnanimity, forgetting both the one and 
the other, was mindful only of the gratitude due to 
the Duke of Noailles, for having difclofed the will of 
Lewis XIV. and for the fervices rendered him by that 
houfe, which was then the moit powerful in the king- 
dom, both in itfelf and by its great alliances. 

The circumitance that mutt chiefly have affected 
Madame de Maintenon, in her critical fituation, was 
to find, that her eonduét, which was only the effect 
of neceflity, made her the involuntary accomplice of 
the outrages committed againft the memory of Lewis 
XIV. The French, in reality, who are always fond of 
novelty, availed themfelves of the little refpect the 
Government then fhewed to the will, the principles, 
and memory of the deceafed King: thev gave them- 
felves up to all the licentioufnefs which flaves, efcaped 
from their chains, allow themfelves againft their maf- 
ter ; his ftatues were infulted with the bittereft infcrip~ 
tions, the moft acrimonious fatires were publickly cir- 
culated againft him, and in his funeral proceffion the 
prayers of the priefts were lefs heard than the coarfe 
fongs of a licentious-mob. Jt was the triumph of the 
nation, rather than the funeral pomp of the Monarch¥ 

The firtt fteps the Regent took, after the power of 
difpenfing favours became vefted in him, did honour 
to his fincerity and moderation. He appointed the 

B 5 fore- 
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fore-mentioned Duke of Noailles, Prefident of the 
Council of Finance, whofe pardon he fealed by this 
favour, as he did that of Marfhal Villars, by creatin 
him Prefident of the Council of War. The Marfha 
had negociated the treaty of Raftadt, with Prince Eu- 
gene of Savoy; in which he had agreed to fome fecret 
articles, tending to the exclufion of the Duke of Or- 
leans from the crown; and his R. H. was not unacquaint- 
ed with it*, The Cardinal of Noailles, who was the 
chief of the Janfenift’s party, was connetted with the 
principal members‘of the Parliament, and had been ve- 
ry ufeful in promoting the meafures of the Regent, was 
placed at the head erik Council of Confcience. The 
preferment of this Prelate, gave new vigour to his fac- 
tion, which was ftill more delighted to fee Father le 
Tellier removed from Court. Every exile returned ; 
and the deferted Sorbonne faw again feated among her 
learned matters, thofe doctors who had before honour- 
ed, and rendered her illuftrious by their fcience. Ina 
word, 


* The following anecdote we find in an allegorical romance 
of the times, intitled, ‘* The adventures of Pomponius.”” ‘‘ Salliru 
“© (Villars), General of the Gauls, a man well acquainted with 
** bufinefs, and who handled the pen and the fword with equal 
“dexterity, was commiffioned by his Sovereign to enter into a 
““ treaty with thofe people who dwell on the fide of the Adri- 
*€ atic fea, His commiffion was a fecret one; and he executed i¢ 
** with greater fidelity than prudence. His Sovereign died fome 
* lithe time after, and the Prince who fucceeded, having en- 
*© paged the feveral allies of the Crown to communicate to him all 
““ the treatiesthey had made with his predeceffors, among the reft, 
“* the fore-mentioned treaty was put into his hands. The Prince, 
““ upon examining it, was not a little furprized to find that it 
“ contained an article to exclude him from the crown, and that 
“* the General of the armies had not only ftipulated this matter 
4¢ with the people who inhabit the fhores bathed by the Adriatic, 
** but had even engaged in the fame league, the Iberians, the 4 

‘ lobroges, and feveral other nations. The Prince fent for he 
** General of the armies, and communicated the treaties to,fiirn, 
+‘Salliru avowed the fact, faying, he had done it only {i obe- 
“© dience to the commands of the late King, whofe original order 
“ for this purpofe he produced; without which, his head would 
“have anfwered for it. By removing himfelf afterwards from. 
“Court, he efcaped the vengeance and refentment of the new 
* Prince, to whofe fayous beewas gradually reftored through his 
ad wise’s macans,”’ | 
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word, the Jefuits now experienced, in their turn, thefe 
difgraces with which they had overwhelmed their ri< 
vals: a general, and even an exafperated fury prevail 
ed againft them, fo that the police was obliged to take 
them under its proteétion in the capital. So many 
favours conferred upon the Janfenifts, by him who was: 
now at the helm of the French Adminiftration, were 
the more valuable, as no man was ignorant of his 
method of thinking: it was well known that the God 
of Baal, or the God of Ifrael, were equally objects of 
ridicule with him. But befide the fentiments of grati~ 
tude, which might influence him in the difpenfation 
of thefe particular favours, he was direéted by 

views of a 1uperior kind; he was endeavouring 1716. 
to bring about a calm, and to reftore public tran- 

quility, difturbed by the internal diffenfions excited v4 
fanaticifm, towards the end of the preceding reign. Afs 
ter this firft care, he had another, and not lefs impor- 
tant folicitude ; which was to avenge the unhappy 
nation, whofe miferies the contra€tors exulted over, by 
a new {pecies of luxury. By way of example, he began, 
by obliging the Comptroller General Defmarets to give 
an account of his adminiftration. 

According to a regulation made under Lewis XV*. 
he was not accountable for any thing. Since the fup- 
preffion of the office of fuperintendant of the finances, 
the King had always taken upon himfelf the duties of 
it: no payment had been made but by virtue of the 
eflimates and warrants ligned by himfelf. The Comp- 
trollers General were now nothing more than the exe- 
cutors of his orders ; but yet it was neceffary to prove 
that thefe orders had been follewed ; and a Minifter 
might ftill be very culpable in the mode of executing 
them. M. Defmarets compofed upon this fubjeét 2 
circumftantial memorial, which is confidered as a maf+ 
ter-piece, and which, by difcovering the deplorable 
ftate of the kingdom, proved, that thefe difafters could 
not be attributed tothe Minifter, and were only the 
unavoidable confequence of the feveral misfortunes 


that 


* On the sth of Sept. 1661, when Fouquet was coafised.. 
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that had ravaged the ftate towards the clofe of the 
laft reign. He demonftrated, that if the revenues of 
the ftate were abforbed to the year 1717, inclufively, . 
by anticipated aflignments, yet the unfunded debts 
were nearly the fame, after feven years of an almott 
generally unfortunate war, as they were at the begin- 
ning of 1708, when his adminiftration vegan. 

This memorial did a great deal of honour to the 
author, among the Council of Finance, but it did not 
reftore to him the place that had been taken.from him, 
nor did it even procure hima feat in that Council, 

. which he had aftonifhed by his talents and pro- 
1716. bity. He died in private life, and from him is 
defcended the family of Maillebois. He left 
three fons, who were men of {mall ftature, and who on 
that account were named at Court, whewse every thing 
is an objet of ridicule, “ the Terriers.” 
12th The eftablifhment of a Chamber of juftice, 
March. to profecute and punifh thofe who had com- 
mitted abufes in the finances, was an obje& 
which muft neceifarily become more ufeful, according 
to the lift of the men of bufinefs that were taxed *. 
"This hft amounted to upwards of 160 millions t+; and 
undoubtedly thisfum, well employed, might have fur- 
oifhed a great refource for diminifhing the debts of the 
ftate ; but it was prefently known, that a {mall part 
only of this money entered the King’s coffers ¢ ; that 
thefe depredators were ranfomed by others ; that the 
favourites, the miftreffes, and the judges, made a trade 
of reducing thefe taxes. Itis reported, that a Con- 
tractor, who was taxed af 1,200,000 livres ||, replied 
to a nobleman who offered to get him acquitted for 
300,000 


* This curious lift fhall be inferted at the end of the volume, 
‘with notes; it fhall be placed under No. I. . | 
+ Between fix and feven millions fterling. 
T Forty millions [upwards of one million and a half fterling} 
wf this, were deducted perhaps from the principals of the annui- 
ties fixed upon the * hotel de Ville,” and @e taxes, the pofts, and 
- other farms and revenues, which made part of the payment of the 
impofts, which were to be extinguilhed, redecmed, aad taken out 
wf the eftimates. 
d Fifty thouland pounds. 
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300,000 livres*; Faith, my Lord, you come too late; I 
have already agreed with your Lady for 150,000 +. 
M. de Fourquieux, Prefident of the Chamber of Juftice, 
was decorated with the burlefque ttle of Garde des 
Sceaux t becaufe he had appropriated to himfelf, from 
the fpoils of the famous. Bourvalais, a Farmer of the 
revenue, buckets of filver to cool wine and other liquors, 
and that he had the impudence to produce them at his 
table. The indignation of the people was excited at 
fecing the Marquis de la Fare, fon-in-law to Paparel, 
Paymafter of the Gendarmerie, who was condemned 
to death, and whofe eftates were confifcated to the 
King, rejoice at the difgrace of his father-in-law, caufe 
his eftates to be fettled upon himfelf, diffipate them in 
prodigality and debauchery, and reduce himfelf, as 
well as his fon, to poverty, without even having at- 
tempted to mitigate the adverfities of Paparel, whofe 
punihment had been changed. 

A more certain, fpeedy, and efficacious expedient 
had before been made ufe of for the re-eftabliliment 
of the finances. ‘Three days after the death of Lewis 
XIV. anediét had snneied: in which, notwithftanding 
the alarming defcription of their fituation, the King 
gave affurances that he was determined to fatisfy the 
two moft prefling demands of the ftate, the fubfiftence 
of the troops, and the arrears of the annuities charged | 
upon the Hotel de Ville of Paris. With regard to the 
other debts, it was ordered, that the different papers 
fhould be ftated and liquidated, 1n order to convert them 
into bills of one kind, which were not to be changed 
till they were taken up. This operation was called 
the Vifa, and the papers refulting from it, Billets detats. 
(Bills of ftate.) They were to be figned by Mr. Bouffor, 
the general Overfeer, by the Provoit of the Merchants, 
and by Mr. Charles Haran, appointed for this purpofe 
by the fix companies of Merchants at Paris. ‘The real 

| defign 


* Twelve thoufand five hundred pounds. 
Six thoufand two hundred and fiky pounds, 
t “< Keeper of the Seals.” In order to underftand this, it is ne- 
«effary to acquaint the Englith. reader, that the fame word which 
aa Freach Sgnifies a fecal, figaifies alfe a bucket. | 
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defizn of changing thefe papers, was, to reduce them 
to two hundred and fifty millions*, by making the 
bearer of them lofe one, two, three, or four-fifths of 
the capital, according to the different claffes that were 
fettled. And mdeed, it would have been better to 
have proceeded immediately to this extremity, as the 
Abbé Terrai has fince done, than to employ thefe me- 
thodical reductions, which coft immenfe bea. to no 
purpofe. However this may be, it is certain that more 
than three hundred and thirty millions + of debt were 
liquidated by this procefs, and the intéreft of the ove 
plus was fixed at four per cent. A promife was made, 
as wfual, to pay it regularly, and gradually to replace 
the capital. For this purpofe, it was propofed to em- 
ploy the mott fuitable methods, and certain funds were 
already fet apart, befide a portion of thofe which 
would be faved from the reduétion of the moft burthen- 
fome expences, the confiderable retrenchments already 
begun and continued, in point of perfonalexpence, and. 
the prudent diftribution of thofe revenues. 
To thefe preliminary meafures another was added, 
in order to make money circulate and reftore 
2dand_ trade, by increafing the reprefentation of the 
20th of f{pecie. There appeared an edictfor the ef- 
May. tablifhment of a general Bank throughout the- 
kingdom, under the name of Law and Com- 
any. This Bank would indeed have been of great 
utility to the public, if it had been confined to its firft. 
inftttution, which was, to tranfaéct the affairs of indivi- 
duals, for the profit of a quarter of a crown { upon one 
thoufand 


* Near ten millions and a half. 

+ Upwards of thirteen millions and a half fterling. This was 
Mut a very confiderable obje&, in proportion to the fum total of 
the national debt, which amounted to two thoufand and fixty-two 
millions, one hundred and thirty eight thoufand livres, at twenty- 
eight livres the marc; which makes in prefent- value, three thou- 
fand fix hundred and feventy-cight millions, fix hundred fifty- 
rine thoufand, &x hundred and ninety-three livres [between one 
hundred and fifty-three, and one hundred and fifty-four millioas 
aes at forty-nine livres fixteen fous the marc, 
| Seyes pence half penay. 
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thoufand crowns *, to receive their money, and to give 
them bills in exchange, payable at fight. But this 
fcheme foon became the foundation of that incompre- 
henfible fyftem, the defign of which was, or was to 
have been, to difcharge the national debt of France, 
and to enrich the kingdom, and which had nearly ruin- 
ed it beyond refource. : 

While the Regent was thus employed in contriving 
means to raife the nation from the deplorable ftate into 
which the ambition of Lewis XIV. had reducedit, he 
was not regardlefs of any se: that might affift his 

own afpiring views. The indifferent health of Lewis 
XV. not only kept up his hope of attaining to the crown, 
but even confirmed him in it. He imagined he could 
not form any alliance more favourable to his vicws, 
than that of England. He therefore paid his court to 
that power; and his favourite, the Abbé Dubois, was 
the perfon whom he judged moft proper to manage 
the negotiation. 

This Doubois, who was the fon of an Apothecary 
_ of Brive la Gaillarde, had an eafy, fupple, and infinu- 
ating turn, was of a lively and gay difpofition, eager 
in his purfuit of pleafures, and a man of very loofe mo- 
rals; had been a favourite of the Duke of Orleans, 
from that Prince’s earlieft years; from being his precep- 
tor, he had become his confidant, had given him fome 
very ufeful advice, at the time of his marriage with a 
natural daughtcr of Lewis XIV. to which he had per- 
fuaded him, and feemed itil lefs attached to the rank 
than tothe perfon of his R. H. He repaired to Lon- 
don, toexecute his cominiffion, and diftributed his mo- 
ney very freely, which ts the moft perfuafive and 
readieft ify of compaffing one’s defign. The 1717. 
treaty was foon concluded: and was called the 4 Fan, 
Treaty of the Triple Alliance, forthe Dutch 
came Into it, though their intereft was not direétly con- 
cerned ; 1t was even figned atthe Hague. Jt was, in- 
deed, avery advantageous treaty tothe Regent, againft 
the Spanith faétion, in cafe the crown became vacant ; 

but 


* One hundred and twenty-five ponnds, 
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but it was a fcandalous one with regard to France, 
becaufe it ftipulated the expulfion of the Pretender’ 
from that kingdom, and the demolition of Dunkirk and 
Mardyke. Oatarunstely, the difgrace of it remained 
with us, and the perfon who had planned it for his 
advantage, was never in a fituation to reap the bene- 
fit of it. 

In the mean while, the infant Monarch was imper- 
ceptibly growing up. At the death of his grandfather, 
his refidence had been fixed at the caftle of Vincennes, 
and he had afterwards been moved to the palace of the 
Tuilleries, as if with a defign to place him under the 
guard of the whole nation, or at Icaft, of the moft dif- 
tinguifhed part of it. The royal pupil’s delicate ftate 
of health made it neceflary to pay particular attention: 
to his conflitution. Without fatiguing him, however, 
with inftruétions, his Governefs negletted no opportu- 
nity of forming his morals by fhort leffons. ‘Thus, the 
Prince being one day at {upper in public, and feeming 
to be too much taken up with admiring fome new gol- 
den girandoles, the Dutchefs of Ventadour reprehended 
him for it, by faying, Sir, nothing of this kind cupht to 
have any attrattion for your Majefy. Another time, 
happening to let a Louisd’or fall while he was at play, 
he ftooped to pick it up; but his Governefs prevented 
him, by obferving, that the money once flipt out of his 
hands, ought no more to belong to him. 

From that early period, he began alio to difcover a 
propenfity to fay difagreeable truths tothofe who were 
about him: a liberty which, among equals in fociety, 
would be deemed incivility or rudenefs, but from a fu- 
perior is hardnefs, and barbarity. The following anec- 
dote might poflibly have paffed for a fimplicity of 
childhood, if it had not afterwards been found to be 
a ftroke of character. 

M. de Coiflin, Bifhop of Metz, a gentleman rather 
of a difagreeable perion, being prefented to the young 
King, he cried out as foon ashe faw him, O Lord! 
bow ugly he is! Upon this occafion, the Prelate him- 
felf gave the reprimand. He turned about, and walked 

eneye: 
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away, faying, with a licence no lefs inexcufable, 
What an ill-bred little boy ! 

At length, the King having attained full feven years 
of age, the Dutchefs of Ventadour faw with fatisfac- 
tioy, the time coming of delivering up the precious 
charge fhe had hitherto had the care of, into the 
hands of the Duke of Orleans. She dreffed the King, 
in the prefence of the whole Court, and having receiv- 
ed the thanks of his Royal Highnefs for the care fhe 
had taken of his Majefty’s perfon, fhe took her leave of 
the King, and kiffed his hand. The young Princé 
was moved, and embracing her, made her a prefent 
of jewles to the value of 50,000 crowns* Previous to 
this, the Regent had prefented to his Majefty the 
Marfhal Duke of Villeroi, his Governor; the Ahbéde ‘ 
Fleuri, formerly Bifhop of Fréjus his Preceptor ; and 
the other perfon employed to fuperintend his educati- 
on, and deftined for his fervice. 

Another Abbé de Fleuri, who was not a Bifhop, but 
known only by feveral works of excellence and erudi- 
tion, and efpecially by his ecclefiaftical hiftory, had 
been appointed a year before, his Majefty’s Confeffor. 
This circumftance was the more remarkable,- becaufe, 
fince the death of Henry 1V. the poft had always been 
filled by Jefuits, and that the worthy Ecclefiaftic here 
mentioned was very far from being a favourer of that 
fociety. It fhould feem however, by the words of the 
Regent upon this occafion, that his Royal Highnefs did 
not confider him as an enemy to them: Sir, faid he to 
him, the only reafon I have for preferring you to any 
other perfon, is, that you are nqither a Fanfenift, nor a 
Molinift, nor an Ultramontane t. Be 

° 


* Six thoufand @wo hundred and fifty pounds. 

It was certainly in order to adapt him{cIf to this ewfogium of 
the Duke of Orleans, that the Abbé de Fleur: varied his anfwers, 
according to the different opinions of the perfons from whom he 
received compliments. We find the following anecdote upon this 
fubject in the Memoirs of the Regency. 

“€ The Jefuits fent Father Craye, one of their focietr, to pay 
** their compliments to the new Confeffor; he anfwered, that 
** he imagined he was not difagreeable to the Fathers of their 

$ fociety, 
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The Janfenift party however, already favoured by 
the Regent, became inore prefumptuous, and proceed- 
ed to fome violent fteps. The Bifhops of Mirepoix, 
Senez, of Montpellier, and of Boulogne, by one coim- 
mon act amonpft themfclves, appealed to the Bull 
Unigenitus. ‘They repaired to Sorbonne, where they 
fignified their appeal in a numerous affembly of Di- 
vines, who all adhered folemnly to it. The Body of 
Arts delivered an opinion, by which they declared 
that this appeal was neceffary; and the Doétors of 
Law and Phyfic did the fame, the year following. 
Other Prelates had likewife joined the four above men- 
tloned, and a confiderable number of Priefts, Friars, 
and Communities, followed their example, and would 
fignalize their zeal. 

However, the Bifhops Conftituants, that is to fay, 
the maintainers of this. sae Bull Unigenitus, called 
the Conftitution, made remonftrances, which foon de- 
eae into warm and frequent complaints. A num- 

er of writings appeared, in which nothing lefs was 
talked of, than the deftruction of religion. The Re- 
gent, who was rather difpofed to laugh at all thefe 
quarrels, was oblized to interfere ferioufly in them, 
and, notwithftanding his determined and decifive cha- 
racter, to conduct himfelf with a great deal of mode- 
ration ; to hear both parties, to nranage between them, 
and to deceive them both. He wrote to the Confitu- 
ants that famous letter, in which he told them ; J do 
nov 


“ fociety, “ becaufe he was no Janfen ft.» Some Jacobin Friars 
“© came afterwards to congratulate him upon thc fame oecafion,; 
“© he told them, he flattered himfclf that he fhould be agreeable 
“ tothem, “ becaufe he was no Molinift.”. The third perfon who 
“© came to him was the Abbé d’Orfanne; M. de Fleurt replied to 
«© him, that he hoped he fhould be in the graces of the Cardinal de 
66 Noailles, ‘¢ for that he was by no means an Uléramontanc.”” 
“ Thus he implied in bis anfwers, what his Royal Highnefs had 
“€ faid to him, when he chofe him to be Confeffor to the King.” 
The Abbé d'Orfanne, here mentioned, was Canon of Notre Dame, 
and Grand Vicar of the Cardinal de Noailles. He was in his fo- 
ciety the chief of the rigorous Janfenifts. Me is the auther of the 
famous Memoiers du Poit Royal, 
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not lofe fight of the important affair of the Constitu- 


TION »and in which an interpolation was intro- 
duced, which took off all the force of that promife. 
In fact, the Regent, in faying, tha: he would puni/h 
cany acts of appeal from inferiors in the future Council, 
that were made withjut reafon, determined nothing by 
ati of that claufe, of which advantage might be 
taken. 

The Cardinal de Biffy, who had planned this letter, 
was obliged to exculpate himfelf with his foctety ; and 
it was known, that the new Chancellor was the per- 
fon who had fuggefted to the Prince this artifice, fo 
unbecoming cf his dignity, but which, however, was 
judged neceflary, to act up to the part of being a mere 
conciliator, which wasvall he intended. 

This new Chancellor was M.d’Agueffeau, a native 
ef Amiens, and of a tradefman’s family. He had the 
good fortune to be educated at Port Royal, under 
the famous Ie Maitre. Having attained, while ftill 
very young. to the poft of Solicitor General, he had 
diftinguifhed himfelf in it by the graces of elecution, 
which conftitute the effential part of that ofice. He 
afterwards acquired a deeper knowledge of the laws, 
and of jurifprudence. He then became Attorney Ge~ 
neral, and gained ftill more folidity ; fo that he be- 
came neceffary to the Duke of Orleans, at the time 
wher that Prince began to thirk of forming a party to 
himfelf in Parliament, during the illnefs ef Lewis XIV. 
The death of the Prefident de Ma:fons, who, after 
M. Voifin, was to have been at the head of the Law, 
opened the way for him to that poft, which his compe- 
titor had only had in profpeét, and which caufed the 
latter to cry out, penetrated with regret: Muff one die, 
at the eve of being invefled with the higheft emphy- 
ments ! 

M. d’Agneffeau had always been ftrongly attached 
to the party of the Janfenifts: he was, after the Car- 
diral de Noailles, their hope and their idol. He took 
care not to abandon them upon this occafion; and, by 
way of a falvo, contrived the little artifice we have 
juft mentioned. He even added another, and a fill 

more 
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more mean one, to it, in which he gratified his ambiti- 
on, at the expence of his integrity: this was, in order 
to make the firft artifice pafs the better, to fupprefs 
the word delicate, in the circular lette.s addreiied to 
the Cardinals de Biffy and de Rohan, with whom the 
minute had been fettled. 

The reftlefs anxiety of the Conflituants foon difco- 
vered the double fraud. The Regent was obliged to 
take it upon himfelf, and to give an explanation, 
which ferved only the more to inflame the minds of 
the parties. In vain were frequent conferences held 
to reconcile them, at which his Royal Highnefs affifted, 
notwithftanding their wearifomenefs. New difficulties, 
and new propofals, arofe every day: pamphlets, writ- 
Ings, and cpigrams, were multiplied without number ¢ 
and they were forced to conclude with a declaration, 
which prohibited the writing or {peaking any thing for, 
or againft, the Conffitution Unigeritus. 

It was then only that the party of the 

Ofober'y. Janfcnifts, who had hitherto built much 
| upon the attachment and gratitude of the 
Duke of Orleans, and who even flattered themfelves 
that this law wasein their favour, perceived their in- 
tereft with that Prince beginning to decline. Yet what 
had got his R. H. done for them? Befides all we have 
feen, he had hazarded his crejit with the Court of 
Rome in making his firft ecclefiaftical apointments. 
conformably to their wifhes, by choofing four perfons 
of the Cardinal de Noailles’s faétion. The on mot 
which he faid on this occafion, as he was coming out 
‘of the Council, has been often retailed ; The Fanfeni/ts 
will no longer complain of me; I have given every thing 
to Grace, and nothing to Merit. Thele Eleéts of Grace 
were the Abbé de Lorraine, the Abbots Bofluet, de 
Tourouvre, and d’Entragues, who were created 
Bithops. A confiderable ferment was excited by this 
circumftance: the great number of Prelates of the 
fe&t of the Molinifts in France, fupported by their 
chiefs, the Cardinals de Rohan and de Biffy, expoftu- 
lated againft an affociation of this kind: the Nuncio 
gomplained highly ; and the Pope, not daring ae 
clude 
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clude the firft, on account of his rank, refufed his 
bulls to the fecond, fropter moies pravos 3 to the third, 
guia fufpectus .e herefia Fanfeniana; and to the att, 
propter jupinam ignorantiam. ‘The Regent perceived 
too late the fault which his complaifance had induced 
him to commit; he faw that the offended payty was 
more powerful and more numerous than the other; 
that it was not fo eafy to ftifle it as he had been af- 
furei; and that it might even degenerate into an 
open faétion, He did not think it, however, confitt- 
ent with his dignity to give way upon this occafion ; 
he fupported his nomination, and obliged the Pope 
to grant his bulls ; but he refolved never again to put 
himfelf in the way of fuch difficulties: he grew cool 
towards thefe fectaries, whofe p..rty he had efpoufed, 
merely becaufe he could not do otherwile at the 
time. When his authority was fufficien'ly eftablifhed, 
he negleéted thote whom he no longer ftood in need of, 
and fupported them only as much as he thought it 
neceflary to maintain the balance. 

Though the affairs of the Church were of great im- 
portance—not on account of the diffenfions themfelves, 
which were frivolous, but trom the fanaticifin which 
was blended with them, and the fatal confequences 
that might enfue to difturb the tranquillity of the ftate 
—yet the conteft between the Princes of the blood 
and the legitimated Princes, which was then in agita- 
tion, was in its very nature of much more ferious con- 
fequence. The queftion was, whether 
Lewis XIV. had the right to transfer to Edi of 
the legitimated Princes, the privilege of July 1714. 
fucceeding to the Crown after the failure 
of the Princes of the blood. ‘The jealoufy which the 
predilection of the expiring Monarch for the Duke du 
Maine and the Count du Touloufe had excited at 
Court, was the fecret {pring of this conteft. The hu- 
miliation of thefe Princes had undoubtedly been one of 
the articles which the Regent had promifed to the 
Duke of Bourbon, and to fome other Dvkes who had 
ranged 'themfelves on his fide. But whatever might 
have becn thé caufe, it produced confeffions of i 

gular 
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gular benefit to the nation, and which were very con-~ 
trary to the ftrange maxim that has fince been put into 
the mouth of Lewis XV. That he held his crown from 
Go/ alone. ‘The Princes of the blood, on 
Augufiz2, the contrary, reprefented in their petition, 
1716. that this manner of fettling the crown, de- 
prived the nation of one of its beft rights, 
which was, to difpofe of itfelf, in cafe of failure of the 
Royal line; at the fame time that it kept for ever 
froin the throne thofe illuftrious families, whom the 
nation might pitch upon to fill it. 

On the other hand, the memorial of the legitimated 

Princes, at the fame time that it defended this defpo- 
tic act of Lewis XIV. contained affertions nearly of the 
fame nature. 
«“ The legitimated Princes,” it was faid, “ are by 
their nature of the Royal blood ; and therefore in- 
cluded in the contract made between the nation and 
the reigning familygiNow, the view of the people 
in granting the croWh to a certain family, is to pre- 
ferve their tranquillity, and to avoid the inconve- 
niences of elections. Therefore, every thing which 
protracts the extinction of the reigning family, is 
deemed conformable to the wifhes of the nation, and 
confonant with its interefts. And this is what Le wis 
“ XIV. has done, in calling up the legitimated Princes 
“tothe throne. How can 1t then be afferted that he 
< hath exceeded the limits of his power? It cannot be 
faid thac the late King, by this favour he has done 
us, has difpofed of his crown a of a pat#monial 
eftate. This accufation could not be fupported, 
“ according to the terms of the edict: If it hould Aap- 
“* pen that there Should not remain one fingle legitimate 
& Prince of the blood, and of the houfe of Bourbon, we 
believe thatin that cale the honour of fuccee.ting to the 
<< crown would belong to our legitimated children afore- 
“¢ faid. This is not furely giving the crown, it is only 
“« faying, that he believes his legitimated children 
ought to be placed in the laft rank of his fucceffors, 
and ought to be included in the primitive contrad of 
“ she nation,” 
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Further, in the fame memorial, thefe Princes m#n- 
tained,. refpecting the form of the edict, that this affair 
could not be decided except by the King in his majo- 
rity, or at the etal of the three ftates of the king:/om. 
And that all the tribunals, except that of the King in 
his majority, or of the ftates, were not competent to 
judge of it. 

In fome reflections on this defence of the legitimated 
Princes, the Princes of the blood replied; ‘“‘ The 
“opinion which the Duke du Maine feems to 
‘maintain according to his memorials, that the 
“King has a@ right to do whatever he pleafes*, 
«* fhould make us apprehend left his intereft fhould one 
«« day engage him to infpire the King with the faine 
‘‘fentiments. How dreadful would be the confequen- 
“ces to a young Prince!” 

At length the Monarch, in his edit, which revokes 
that of his great grandfather, holds the following lan- 
guage: ‘¢ but if the French Nation should experience 
“ this misfortune (the extinction of the reigning houfe) 
“it would belong to the nation irfelf to repair it, by 
“‘ the wifdom of its choice; and, fince the fundamen- 
‘tal laws of our kingdom have happily reftrained us 
“ from alienating the domains of our crown, we glory 
“in acknowledging that we are ftill lefs ar liberty to 
“ difpofe of the crown itfelf.” 

The moft contraciétory plan of conduct that was > 
purfued in this difcuffion, was that which the Parlia- 
ment adopted; for when they would not allow the 
different orders of the kingdom to be called together, 
becaufe they reprefented them, they fhould have laid 
claim to their rights. After having regiftered the edi& 
of Lewis XIV. without the leaft dificu ty, they a the 

ame 


#* It is thus that the Princes of the blood expreffed themfelves 
during the minority of Lewis XV. and in 1776, at the Bed of Juf- 
tice holden on the 12th of March, we have heard the Solicitor 
General Seguier, when he was oppofing perhaps the moft pater. 
nal and moft equitable edict of Lewis XVI. that concerning vaf- 
falage, fay to t'.at Prince, inthe name of the Parl ameat, “ Sir, 
‘regal power knows no other bounds but thofe which it pleafes to 
* Gx to itfclf” 
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fa with regard to that which revoked it; and they 
puihed their inconfiftency fo far, as to fupprefs a pro- 
teft figned by thirty-nine perfons of the firit nobility, 
againit any judgment that might be paffed ; inafmuch 
as the affair concerned the whole nation, and could 
not be adjudged but by the aflembly of the ftates ; 
that is to fay, the Magiftrates would not allow, that 
thofe, of whom they acknowledged themfelves to be 
only the reprefentatives, for whofe benefit they ftipu- 
lated, and who w:re moft interefted in the conteft— 
fince nothing lefs was at ftake than the difpofal of their 
eftates, their liberties, and their perfons—fhould inter- 
fere in the bufinefs, and do what they refufed to do 
forthem. This Court had even the meannefs to fuffer, 
that five of the moft diftinguifhed perfons among the 
Protetters fhould be arrefted under their own eyes *. 
It fuffered them to be dragged into prifon, by virtue 
of the King’s orders, the legality of which it had fo 
often eonteted, and took not the leaft ftep to oppofe this 
encroachment upon the liberty of thefe generous defen- 
ders of the nation +. 

While this great caufe was preparing for trial, there 
arofe another conteft, which, though it was not upon 
‘a matter of fo much importance to the public, yet the 
parties concerned in it looked upon it as very effential 
to themfelves ; they carried it on with a great degree 
of warmth, and it required at laft a decifion of the 
Council of ay dae A few days only had elapfed, 
fince his Majefty had been transferred into the hands of 
his male attentants, when the fair of St Germain be- 
ing opened, the King wifhed to go to it. Nothing 
was more eafy than to procure him this diverfion. But 
when they were about to get into the coach, the Duke 
du Maine and the Marthal de Villeroi could not agree 
about their place in the King’s carriage. The Gover- 

nor 


* Meffieurs de Chatillon, de Viewxpiat, and de Beaustremont, 
were put into the Baitile; Mcflieurs de Polignac and de Cler- 
mont at Vincennes, Thefe illuftrious names deferve to be pre-~ 
ferved. 

fit was the Duke of Chartres who demanded and obtained 
their liberty, 2 moath after. 
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wor contended, that he ought not to give up the firft 

lace to any but the firft Prince of the blood. It being 
jmpoffible to fettle this difference immediately, the 
King was deprived of his amufement, and obliged ta 
ftay at the caftle. 

The arrival of the Czar at Paris foon diverted the 
minds of people from this ferious trifle: he drew upon 
himfelf for a tune the eyes of the Courtiers, and en- 
gaged the curiofity of the public. This Czar was 
Peter J. the refermer and legiflator of Ruffia, but who, 
previous to the fulfilling of this great object, was defi- 
rous of being acquainted with the different ftates of 
Europe, of ftudying each government, together with 
their laws, their fciences, and their arts. He was 
treated as a Monarch, and with a magnificence worthy 
of the King. He received at firft the vifit of the Re- 
gent, afterwards that of his Majefty, to whom he fore- 
told that he would one day furpafs his great grandfa- 
therin wifdom, glory, and power: a prediction which 
fhews, that among all his great qualities the gift of 
prophecy could not be reckoned. 

He paffed fix weeks in looking over all he found 
worthy of admiration in this capital, and chiefly in 
obferving every thing from which he could reap an 
inftruction. He conitantly frequented all thofe perfons 
who were famous in the arts, and even in the hani- 
crafts. Ina word, he did all that we have feen lately 
done by agreat Prince *, who, though already replete 
with knowledge, thinks he cannet acquire too much 
for the happinefs of his pee One anecdote of the 
Czar’s ftay in this capital, which pleafed him the moft, 
and which he moft delighted to relate, was the circum- 
ftance that happened to him at the mint where the 
medals are ftruack. By aningemntous piece of politenefs, 
which his prognoftic of the King well deferved, the 
medal that was firuck in his prefence reprefented him- 
felf. He perceived it, and was ftill more furprized in 
reading the infcription round it: Petrus Alextowitz 

Vor. I. C Czar 


® The prefeat Emperor Jofeph,: who came to Paris in 1779. 


26 THE PRIVATE LIFE 
Czar Mag. Ruf. Imp. and onthe reverfe, a figure of 


Fame, with thefe words: Vires acquirit eundo. 
Another event happened, which at any other time 
would have feemed of great importance, but which 
mow only ferved as a new topic of converfation, after 
the departure of the Ruffian Emperor. This was a 
commotion exifting in the moft dittant parts of the 
French empire, but which was {mothered and abforb- 
ed, infome meafure, by that commotion which reigned 
within, and which, though it appeared under divers 
fhapes, tender to the fame end, the overthrow of the 
ke of the Regent. Information was received, that 
. de la Varenne, Governor General of Martinico, 
and M..de Ricouard, Intendant of that colony, were 
arrived at Ja Rochelle on board a merchant- 
July 3. fhip, in which the inhabitants of that ifland 
had fent them back to France, after having 
rifen upon them, becaufe they wanted to impofe upon 
the ifland a new duty of thirty fous ¢ per ate of 
{ugar. The moft fingular circumftance attending this 
revolt, was, that before the military man was a a 
ed, the infurgents having required his fword of him, he 
{urrendered it; but the Commiffary refufed conftantly 
to giveup his. This gave orcafion to fay, that the 
Intendant deferved ta be the Governor, and the Governor 
nothing more than the Intendant. Commodore Champ- 
meflin was fent with two men of war ani a frigate to 
reduce thefe iflanders to obedience, and he pacified 
every thing. Acircumftance which proves that the 
Government did not think much of this infurreétion is, 
that Meff. de Feuquieres and de Sylvecane, being fub- 
ftituted in heu of the Governor and Intendant who had 
been expelled, were much blamed for having required 
the sab abieante without orders from Court, to take a 
frefh oath of allegiance, and for having feparated the 
nobility from the clergy, and from the commonalty ; a 
diftinction which the King does not admit in the colo- 


nics. 
The 
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The behaviour of M. de Ricouart did him however 
preat honour, and gained him, without doubt, the ap- 
probation of the Court, for he was afterwards appointed 
to the Intendance of the navy at Rochfort; a poft, in 
which his firmnefs and integnty fupplied the want of 
thofe acquifitions and great talents which he wanted 
for adiminiftration. 

Hiftory is nothing more than a continual revolution 
of fimilar faéts, which from tine te tine come round 
again. A great clamour was raifed at the end of the 
laft reign, when, during the change in the magiitrature, 
and the iron minittry of the Abbé ‘l errat, the Duke de 
Vrilhere, fearing the too great firmnefs of the States 
“of Brittany, threatened to diflolve them,* If they 
dhewed any difpofition to oppote the will of the Sove- 
reign ; and yet we find, under the regency, when thefe 
fame eftates were aflembled on the demand of the vo- 
luntary gift, and that inttead of granting it with fhouts, 
as ufual, when they are fatisfied, or fubjeét to authori- 
ry, they anfwered the King’s Commflaries, that they 
could not pay any attention to the demand, tll after 
they had looked at and examined their funds; a pre- 
caution which every wife manager of his fortune ought 
totake; yet this anfwer was confidered by the Court 
as a refufal, a want of zeal and of refpect, and they 
were therefore diffolved. We fee afterwards, that 
notwithftanding this punifhment, which they had not 
merited, upon their reprefenting that fuch a diffolution 
was an infraction of the treaty made by the province, 
when it gave itfelf up to the King, the Regent—far 
from being guided by the fame fpirit of defpotifin, in 
imputing to them asa greater crime, their appeal to 
that treaty upon which the ftep was taken, which had 
been judged criminal—fuffered himfelf to be moved, 
and permitted them to affemble the year following. 
They were undoubtedly given to underftand, that this 
concefiion, which was rather an effect of compaffion 


C 2 than 


 “ His Majefty will have no oppofition; if the States dclibee 
“ rate onthe Parliament, they fhall be diffolved in three days.” 
Fhis is the fentence we find in the ** Propos Indifcreta”” 
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than of juftice, was lefs granted to their night than to 
their contrition. 

Under thefe circumftances, the Duke of Orleans 
was feized with a diforder in his eyes, which threat- 
ened hin with lofs of fight. This incident ferved only 
to increafe the cabals oe the Court. He knew that it 
had been agitated, in cafe of his becoming totally blind, 
to deprive him of the Regency, and toconter it on the 
Duke of Bourbon; and that thofe perfons who were 
under the greateft obligations to hin, fuch as the Chan- 
cellor, the Cardinal of Noailles, and his nephew, were 
the fupporters of the project. He thought it neceflary 
to overturn the whole fcheme at once, by difcharging 
them. He fent to demand the feals from the Chan- 
cellor, and baniihed him to Frene. He had the lefs 
difficulty to perfuade himfelf to this ftep, as the Chan- 
cellor was a man by no means fuitable to his defigns, 
and was befides too much attached to the Parliament, 
who began to avail themfelves againft their mafter, of 
_ the authority he had reftored to them. He was alfo 
the life of the Janfenitt party, which the Regent laugh- 
ed at, having no further need of it. In a word, the 
Chancellor was thought to entertain an aufterity of 
principles, and a rigidity of morals, incompatible with 
the character of the Regent. 

Some ocular witnefles affert*, that while thefe fe- 
veral orders were carrying into execution, his R. H, 
was converfing with the Duke of Noailles and Meffrs. 
Portail and Fourqueux. He was complaining to them 
of the Chancellor; of his want of complaifance, and 
his fpirit of contraci€tion: . he even declared to them, 
he was defirous of getting rid of him, and afked ther 
adyice for the filling up of his poft. The Duke de- 
fended him with fincerity, as well as he could; the 
two others, like artful courtiers, took his part very 
flightly, for fear of difpleafing, and perhaps with a 
fecret application to themfelves, each of them not 

doubting 


. * See the “life of Philip of Orleans, grandfon @f France, and 
Regent of the kingdom duriog the minority of Lewas XV. by 
M.L, M.D. M." 
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doubting but that the choice, in cafe of a change, 
would fall uponhim. ‘The converfation was ftil]l con- 
tinuing, when the door-keepcr, previoufly inftrueted, 
announced M. d’Argenfon, and at the fame time open- 
ed the two folding-doors of the clofet. The Duke of 
Orlcans appointed him Keeper of the Seals, as he en- 
tered, and fealed his commiffion himfclf. ‘The Duke 
of Noailles confounded, and judging himfelf difgraced, 
at the fame inftant, faid to the Prince, “ I have nothing 
“more to dd than to withdraw alfo:” and upon his’ 
difmiffion, M.d’Argenfon was likewife appointed chief 
of the Council of Finance. The two members of 
Parliament retired haftily, in order not to be obliged 
to pay the firft compliments to the rival whom they 
had wifhed to ruin. With refpe& tothe Cardinal of 
Noailles, he remained fome time longer at the head of 
the Council of Confcience, but without authority, 
His R. H. took the firtt favourable opportunity of re- 
moving him; and the Cardinal had the mortification 
of feeing his places filled up by the two heads of the 
Molinift party, the Cardinals de Rohan and de Biffy. 
Thefe frequent turns of fortune, fo hard for thofe 
who are the victims of them, on the other hand alter- 
nately excite, according to perfons or circumftances, 
the indignatior, pity, or laughter of the philofopher 
who contemplates them. What event, for inftance, 
could more properly give rife to thefe reflections, than 
this promotion of M. d’Argenfon? Though of anancient 
and illuttrious family, we fee him firft obliged, by the 
fmallnefs of his income, to be a petty Judge of a pro- 
vince; afterwards, firking all his fortune to menbale 
the ofhce of Mafter of Requefts; then pafling onto 
the poft of Lieutenant of the Police, an employment 
of little confideration * ; and from thence raifed at once 
C3 to 
# The duties of Licutenant of the Police, in Paris, were fore 
merly joined to thole of ‘ Lieutenant civil.” They were fepara« 
ted in favour of M de laReynie, to whem fucceeded M. d’Ar-~ 
genfon in 1697. It isto this M. de la Reynie, who was coming 
to pay his devoirs to the Firft Prefident du Harlay, that thc latter, 
jeftopening his door, faid no more thanthefe words, ‘* Safety, 


“ cleanlinefs, light.” A circumftance which proves how jaferior 
this poft was at that time, and how much dcfpifed, 
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tothe highetit dignity of the law, and becoming, ia 
the hierarchy of Adminiftration, the firft perfon in the 
flate after the King! One would not imagine, that a 
magittracy of fo mnfertor a nature, eflentially furrounded 
with the vileft rabble, having the moft immediate and 
continual conne¢tions with the loweft clafs of people, 
abforbed in a multitude of petty, triffing, and diftin- 
guifhing details, calculated rather to contraét and ex- 
tinguifh genius, than to unfold or give birth to it ; one 
would not imagine, i fay, that fack a magiftracy could 
poflibly be the fchoal in which a great Miniter was 
torined ; and that this ftriking difcovery fhould foon have 
been the caufe of choofing perfons indtfcriminately 
from the fame fituation, to place them at the head of 
the magiftracy, the finances, or the navy. 

The means by which M. d’Argenfon acquired his 
honours, and obtained the confidence of the Regent, 
were not lefs furprifing, both in their nature and in 
their contrariety. On the one hand, it was the infa~ 
mous zeal with which the Lieutenant of the Police 
had feryed this Prince in his debaucheries, either in 
procuring him the propereft objects to contribute to his 
pleafures, or in taking care that thofe pleafures were 
not difturbed, and that his auguft perfon fhould always 
be fecure, in places the moft fufpicious and the moft 
dangerous ; or in fpreading an officious veil over his 
orgies and his libertinifm, that nothing of this kind 
might reach the ears of Lewis XIY. On the other 
band, it wasthe hypocritical dexterity with which he 
had feconded the rage of the Jefuits againft their ad- 
verfaries, by encouraging that dreadful inquifition 
which took place towards the end of the reign of 
Lewis XIV *. by fetting up a fcrupulous attention to 
the reformation of manners, an indctatigable vigilance 


* This inquifition was fuch, that no cne dared eat meat upon 
fifh-days; and, ia order to deceive the fpies of the Police, who 
were cantinually roaming about, asit were, to {mellthe kitchens, 
with intention to mark the fcandalizing perfons, thofe who tran{- 
greffed the precepts, caufed herrings to be broiled under the door, 
the ftrony tmell of which feising the noftiils of thefe emiffaries, 
readered them the dupes of this artifice. 
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in difcovering crimes, and an inflexible feverity in pun- 
ifhing them ; and b being guilty of numberlefs cruel- 
ties againft the Tantenid with which they reproached 
him. : | 
This, in a word, was the fame man againft whom 
his numerous enemies had nearly prevailed at the 
death of Lewis XIV ; who was accufed of malverfa- 
tion and peculation; whom the Chamber of Juttice 
was going to profecute*; and whom their Attorney 
General had proclaimed and clafled among the moft 
contempuble contrators. 

The veracity of hittory obliges us however to ac~ 
knowledge, that M. d’Argenfon, though one of thofe 
daring men, without morals, reftraint, or religion, 
who bias neither crimes nor vistues but as they are 
deemed fo by their fuperiors, men who have fince been 
energetically defigned under the name of roués de la 
Cour +, was notwithftanding pofleffed of very eminent 
and very rare qualities for adminiftration. Undoubt- 
edly, if the Regent had not difcovered them, he 
would ftill have left him in his poft, where he might¢ 
always have been ferviceable to him in his amours, or 
m his plans of refentment, and would not have called 
hin up near his perfon. His merit had been confpi- 
cuous in the preceding reign ; and Madame de Main- 
tenon had availed herfelf of this pretext, to determine 
Lewis XIV. to keep hun to his poft of Lieutenant of 
the Police, by extending his functions to important 
commiffions, which required a greater fhare af canfi- 
dence than ufual. Never had man perhaps been 
pofleffed of a genius more comprehenfive andj more dif- 
fufe: to penetration he joined folidity, and to aétivity 
a facility of labour. Befide this, his judgment was 
exquifite, and his wit lively; he knew every thing he 
would give himfelf the trouble to learn. The Regent 
had the greateft reafon to be fatisfied with nave em- 

C 4 ployed 


* M. de Fourqueux, the fame who was at the Regent's honfe, 
as mentioned above. M. Portail, Prefident 4 Mortier, had alfo 
been one of the Prefidents of the Chamber of Juftice. 


+ The gallows people of the Court. 
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loyed fuch a Minifter; he got more ground in a few 
eae conference with him, than he had hitherto done 
with all the reft. As he was particularly to take 
charge of the finances, M. d’Argenfon confecrated 
‘ whole days, and a great part of the night, to the care 
ef this department. He gave audience as early aa 
three o’clock in the morning ; but the more he ftudigg, 
his department, the more was he fenfible of the impof-, 
fibility of diminifhing the taxes and paying the debts. 
Confequently, the four fous* per ee +, that had 
been taken off at the beginning of the Regency, were 
renewed ; all pofts and offices, created fince 1689, 
were reduced to four percent. as much with regard to 
the original taxes, as to the fucceeding impofitions, 
Ar length, to raife the income of the fale, one of the 
moft certain revenues of the kingdom, a number of 
privileges granted on this object were retrenched, an 
the others were reduced. ‘The French, who were not 
yet accuftomed to thefe vexations of the Miniftry, foon 
curfed the government they had at firft admired. and 
bleffed. But this was only the prelude to greater evils 
which they were to experience. 
The firft operation ef the Chief of the 
1718. Council of Finance, had been a treaty with 
11 Feb. fome merchants of St. Malo, obliging them 
to furnifh the King with two millions of 
filver in bars, for which thev were to be paid in coin 
at 33 livres the marc. This filver was deftined to 
ftrike fome new coin, with which the old coin was to 
he taken up; and the rate to which the firft cotn was 
raifed, was fo calculated, that by receiving four-fifths 
im filver of the new coin, and one-fifth in paper, the 
King returned only what he had received in fpecific 
value}: So that this revolution would have been very 


ufeful, 


* Two-pence. 
Ten pence. 
He returned lefs even according to the remonftrances of the 
Parliament of the 27th June. The following is the paragraph. 
* An individual brings to the Mint one hundred and twenty- 
© fve marcs of filver, which make 5000 livres, at the rate 
4° 
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ufeful, in annihilating in a fhort time all the dills of 
the ftate, if the King had not naturally been obliged 
to take back the new coin at the value he had put upon 
it. This inconvenience was forefeen, and it was the 
plan of government to remedy it, by taking up im- 
perceptibly all the fpecie, and fubftituting prper to it. 
In order to compafs this, divers means were employcd, 
which were, to keep the coin In continual agitation 
and uncertainty, fo as even to bring money into dif- 
credit, and to infpire the greateft confidence in bank 
bills, and in the tunds of the Weftern Company, by a 
remarkable pre‘erence and an aftonifhing circulation of 
their effects: for thefe two recent efta- 

blifhments, though to appearance fepa- May1716, 
rate, yet formed for the fame object and and Au- 
directed by the fume hand, were equally guffi7i7. 
to contribute to the views, advancement, 

and fupport of the fyftem of which they were the ba- 
fis, and which foon began to unfold ittelf, as we hall 
prefently fee. 

The parliament, who had no fufpicions, began to 
open their eyes, when they perceived, that the ope- 
rations of the Miniftry were kept concealed from them, 
and that a regifter mercly, was entered in 
the Court of the Mint, of that important edict, 1 May. 
which ordained a general melting down and 
a confiderable augmentation of the fpecie. Elated 
with the right of rcmonftrating, that had been reftor- 
edto them, and with the kind of victory they had 
obtained over the Council of Regency, whofe decree, 
which was unfavourable to the honorary rights of that 
court *, the Duke of Orleans had torn; they perfuaded 
theinfelves, that their remonftrance would be effectual, 
and proceeded accordingly. The public would cer- 
e 2g tainly 


“ 40 livres the marc, and 2000 livres in bills of ftate; he ree 
“ ceives 7000 livres in new ipecie, which weigh no more than 
116 marcs of filver: of courfe, he lofes nine marcs npon the 
“ hundred and twenty-five he has brought, and the wiole of his 
6¢ bills of ftate.* 

%* We fhall fee hereafter what this decree was, which paffed im 
favour of the Dukes. 


ae 
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tdinly have given them ¢redit for their zeal, if the if- 
temper of the Company, on account of M. d’Aguef- 
feau’s exilc, had not greatly contributed to excite it ; 
for almoft all the fteps taken by Parliament, even the 
moft patriotic to appearance, are ever directed by 
fome private fpring, which fooner or later manifefts 
itfelf. However this may be, they began by renewing 
thofe celebrated decrees of union, which are employ- 
ed in times of commotion. They invited the Cham- 
ber of Accounts, the Court of Excife, and of the Mint, 
to fend deputies to concur in the moft efte€tual mea- 
fures forthe public good ; and while they were wait- 
ing the effeét of thefe invitations, they ordered, that 
the body of Bankers and Merchants fhould inceffantly 
be heard. The Regent, enraged at the oppofition 
that was preparing, had Aue to the expedient fo 
often reforted to fince; he fent letters de cachet for- 
bidding the courts to hold any deliberation upon the 
requifitions made, or to be made, by the Parliament. 
The Parliament, however, was not difcouraged ; 
and having made fome fruitlefs reprefen- 
i8 Fune. tations, fet down fome remonttrances in writ- 
ing, and iffued a provifionary decree, which 
fufpended the execution of the edict, ull it fhould be 
the King’s pleafure to judge of it. This decree was 
annulled by another of the Council of 
20th Fune. State, to which the Parliament paid no 
attention: they even refufed to read it, as 
well asa letter de cachet which the King’s Council 
had left at the office, and gave fill ftronger orders 
that their own decree fhould be executed. It became 
neceflary to furround the Court of the Mint with 
guards, and force prevented the law from taking 
place. The Regent did not the lefs hear their reite- 
rated complaints. He was alfo obliged to liften eo 
thofe of the other courts; and it is upon one of thefe 
occafions that a remarkable anecdote is reported, 
which proves how much prefence of mind in a man in 
office is fometimes neceffary to check the infults of au- 
thority. One dav, the Duke of Orleans, tired with 
fo many obftacles, gave the Magiftrate who had been 
| {peaking 
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fpeaking to him, a brutal anfwer, and in 2 tone of 
vulgarity, which he fometimes gave way toin the height 
of his paflion*, The reprefentative of his Company 
without being difconcerted, replied: Does your High- 
nefs command that this anfwer fhould be regiftered ? 
The Prince, whom this gravity brought to himfelf, 
changed his language, and expreffed himfelf with the 
dignity that became him. ~ 

‘The ferment continued increafing, and the Parlia- 
ment adopted other meafures, which were fo much 
the more remarkable, as they had not for a long time 
taken any of the kind. ‘They held extraordinary 
meetings ; they ordered, that the Provoft of the Mer- 
chants, and the Sheriffs, fhould attend, to inquire in 
what ftate was the payment of the annuities, and if 
the four fous + per livre ¢. were continued to be ap- 
plied with ftriétnefs to this purpofe. They went fill 
further: they took into their confideration the Bank, 
of which Law was the manager, and deliberated 
whether it were proper that the King’s treafure fhould 
be adminiftered, by a foreigner. Upon this,. 
they publifhed a decree, which, confining 22 Auguft. 
the Bank within the limits of its firft 
eftablifhment, forbade the manager-of Jt ta intermeddle 
in any manner in the adminiftration of the King’s trea 
{ure ; and iffued the fame prohibition to all foreigners, 

even 


* Go and be d--------, This is the purport of what we find ia 
** the petition of the Nobility,” found among the papers of the 
Prince of Cellamare. . 

“* The Parliament, the only Company in the kingdom that has 
the libe:ty of {peaking ; this: Company, which has been ac- 
knowledged ta have the pewer of beftowing the Regency, to 
which public promifes have been given, .that the intention was 
only to have the difpenfation of favours, and that all detere 
mipations op affairs fhoufd be taken by majority of votes; this 
Company Liay, is not only refufed to be heard, but ‘‘ Decency 
forbids-us to repeat to your Majefty the terms, equally fhame- 
ful and injurious, ia which an anfwer has-been given to 2 private 
conference with the King’s Council.” The regifters of the Par- 
#* lament will bear witnels of this to the remoteft poflerity.’” 

About two pence, 

Ten pence, 


a 
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even fach as were naturalized ; they alfo rendered afl 
the accountable officers, who had converted any part 
of this treafure into Bank bills, refpectively guarantees 
and refponfible for the fame. . They caufed an order 
to be delivered to the Attorney General, that he fhould 
.guard againft any oppofition that might be made to 
the faid decree. They would not allow that any af- 
fignment or payment made to the Court, whether at 
the Secretary’s or any other office, fhould be received 
Otherwife than in the old fpecie. And laftly, they 
iffued a fummans for the Keone appearance of this 
fame Law, who had gained the greateft afcendant 
ever the mind of the Regent. 
Such a condu@ would neceffarily bring on a Bed 
: of Juftice, which was accordingly holden at 
26 Aug. the Palace of the Tuilleries. The Parlia- 
ment, in their red robes, came there on foot, 
to the number of 165 members, having the Prefident 
de Novion at their head. he firft ftep taken there, 
was to have M. d’Argenfon acknowledged Keeper of 
the Seals and Vice-Chancellor. M. d’Argenfon then 
made a very violent fpeeeh againft the members pre- 
fent, in which he reproached them with carrying their 
defigns fo far as to pretend, that the King could do 
‘nothing without the confent of his Parliament, and 
that the Parliament might iflue what orders they pleaf- 
ed, without waiting for the commands or a ae of 
his Majefty. ‘Phis fpeech was followed by an edié, 
bearing an injunction to that Court, to confine them- 
felves to the adminiftration of juftice towards the 
King’s fubje€ts, and not upon any pretence to inter- 
fere in affairs of ftate or finance, with a prohibition to 
anake any remonftrances on thefe ‘See 
This violent blow given to the authority of the 
Parliament, was followed by another, which complet- 
ed their humiliation. it had tranfpired, that, at their 
meeting the next day, where, according to the con- 
ftant and over ufelefs cuftom, they had entered pra- 
tefts againft every thing which had paffed, fome of 
their members had fpoken their fentiments with a 
great deal of warmth, and had even indulged ya 
7 elyes 
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Felves in fome odious reflections refpefting the prefer- 
vation of the King’s perfon, upon occafion of the Dyke 
du Maine’s uifgrace, of which we fhall fpeak prefent- 
ly. That very nigh:, the vrefident de Blamont, and 
Mefirs. Feyceau, de Galande, and ce Saint-Martin, 
Counfellors, were carried off into exile. In vain did 
their Company, which had lately fuffered fve mem- 
bers of the higher nobility to be carried off without 
murmuring, afk for the reftoration of their own: the 
anfwer was, that thefe were affairs of ftate, which re- 
quired filence and fecrecy. In vain did the Parliament 
fufpend their funétions, and fend deputies to the faini- 
lies of their exiled members to compliment them ; no 
notice was taken of the compliments, but an order was 
fent to them to continue their functions; and they 
were obliged to fubmit, that they might obtain the re- 
calling of” their members, who did not however return 
till three months after. 

In all this conduét of the Parliament, which fo far 
would have been admirable, and would have produc- 
ed the happieft effects, by the overthrow of the Bank, 
and of its fatal confequences, there was but one cir- 
cumftance wanting: they fhould have remembered, 
that in occafions of this importance they can do nothing 
by themfelves ; that their only refource is to remain 
in an entirely paffive ftate, and confine themfelves to 
demand that the feveral orders of which they are the 
Ad pale aa fhould be affembled, merely to expof- 
tulate againft any encroachments on their rights. But 
the arid of Parliament always prevents them from 
making fuch a confeffion, and their want of power 
obliges them, fooner or later, to yield to compulfive 
authority. Such was the event upon this occafion. 
The Duke of Orleans having difcovered by this expe- 
yiment, the fubmiffive and refpectful difpofitions of the 
nation, wasno longer under any kind of reftraint: he 
attempted and peHoriied more than any King had ever 
done. During the holding of this fame Bed of Juftice, 

the Parliament had received another mortification, in 
fome fort more fenfibly felt than this, inafmuch as it 
overthrew their etiquette, of which. they are fo nee 

ous, 
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lous, or rather it annihilated a pretenfion they had fee 

up sau the Dukes ani Peers. . 
The Dukes and Peers not being in a fituation to ap- 
pear at the Court of Parliament during the long reign 
of Lewis XIV. as foon as the King was dead, the Par- 
liament determined the ceremonial that was to take 
place at their meeting concerning the Regency, and 
decreed, that the fuffrages of the Dukes and Peers 
fhould not be allowed, unlefs they gave them ftanding. 
and uncovered. The Dukes and Peers had obtained. 
the year following, from the Council of Regency, a 
decifion in their favour ; namely that when affairs of 
the public right were in agitation, the. Parliament 
fhould be obliged to fummon the Peers, and to make 
mention of their prefence in their decrees, in the fol- 
lowing words: the Court being fufficiently furnifhed 
awith Peers; that when they deliberated upon, affairs 
relative to the Peers, nothing fhould be decided wkh- 
out convoking them ; that the decree above-mentioned, 
fhould be confidered as null; and that the Peers, in 
delivering their fuffrages, fhould have the fame right 
as the Prefidents. Burt the Duke of Orleans, who 
at that time wifhed to be upon good terms with the 
‘Parliament, caufed the decree of the Council of Re- 
gency to be withdrawn. Upon this occafion, on the 
contrary, he had a declaration regiftered, which re- 
ftored tothe Dukes and Peers, the rank and the prero- 
gatives of which they had been deprived ; that is to’ 
fay, they were reftored to the right of precedency over 
the Prefidents.@ Mortier, and were to give their opi- 

nions before them, in the fame poiture, and fituation. 
The Duke du Maine, who during this quarrel was 
fufpected of being fecretly leagued with the Parlia- 
ment, both for Fis own reftoration,.and the mutual 
atification of their ambition, got nothing by it but 
ane Another declaration was publifhed, which re- 
ftrained the legitimated Princes to the rank of their 
Peerage, except the Count of Touloufe, to whom, in 
confideration of his fervices, and of his eminent qua- 
lities, the fame rank he had hitherto enjoyed, was 
preferved: and, as af this degradation were not.a fuf- 
| ficient. 
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ficient punifhment, the Duke du Maine was alfo de- 
prived of the fuperintendance of the King’s education; 
which was transferred to the Duke of Bourbon, upon 
his reprefentation. | 

The difpute of the Peers with the Parliament arofe 
from much greater prctenfions which they made. 
They were endeavouring in foe meafure to. concen- 
trate within themfelves all the order of Nobility; at 
leaft, at the beginning of the reign, they had withed 
to place eas at the head of that body, and to 
prefent themfelves to the new King as much {uperior 
to it in rank. - They caufed fome writings to be pub- 
lithed, in which we read with indignation, that it be- 
longs to the Peers to decide upon the differences ref- 
pecting the fucceflion to the Crown, and the Regen- 
cies; that it is their province to regulate the import- 
ant affairs of the State; that they are the matey 
judges, and chiefs of the Nobility, to whom they a 
very much fuperior ; that they form a diftin€& and fe- 
parate body from them ; and that the right of repre- 
fenting the antient Peers, at the King’s coronation, is a 
prerogative only due, after the Princes of the blood, 
to the Peers of France. 

The Nobility, juftly fhocked at thefe affertions, 
equally injurious and deftitute of foundation, were pre- 
paring to expoftulate. Already had fome of their moft 
antient, and moft diftinguifhed members *, prefented 2 
very ftrong petition, wherein they complained, that 
the Peers affected in fome fort to alimilate themfelves 
to the Princes of the blood ; and intreated the King to 
order that they fhould henceforward be reftrained to 
the enjoyment of thofe rights, which the edict of 1711 
acknowledges to belong tothem. But this league was 
difflolved by a decree of councit, wherein it was declar- 
ed, that without any intention to violate the rights, 
privileges, and prerogatives of the Nobility, which 
fhould be preferved to them, as being that bodv in 

which 


* The Count de Chatillon, Knight of the Order of the Holv 
Ghoft, the Marquis of Liftenat, Knight of the Golden Fleece; 
the Marquis of Conflans; the Cownts of Laval, Maill:, Haute 


fort, Mun & 
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which the principal force of the ftate confifted, yet an 
affociation contrary to public orcer could not be fuffer- 
ed; that the Nobilicy ought neither o form themfelves 
into a body, nor to fign petitions in common, without 
the ae permiffion of the King, whofe affection for 
them was a ftronger claim than all their remonftrances. 
Thefe ftrange maxims, which have been fince confi- 
dered by the fupporters of Royal authority, as incon- 
teftible, might then have fuffered much contradiétion ; 
but the compliments with which they were accompa- 
nied, made them pafs, and the Nobility feemed, by 
their filence and tranquillity, to apprevé them. 

The Parliament had carried matters fti]] further: 
they had publifhed a memorial *, in which, after hav 
ing ftated their pretenfions, they examined into the 
Origin of moft of the Dukes and Peers, and made it ap- 

ear, that their families were modern, and that they 
fad grafted themfelves upon the antient families, whofe- 
names they had afflumed. The perfons moft roughly 
handled in this memorial, were the Dukes of Luynes, 
of Noailles, of Gefvres, and of Villeroi. The firft of 
thefe, actordiag to this publication, is defcended from 
a haberdafher of Provence; the fecond, from a ftew- 
ard of the real houfe of Noailles, which gave birth to 
le Captal de Budes, the famous rival of Bertrand du 
Guefclin. The two others, among thcir anceftors, 
not very remote, reckon two notaries. ‘This laft cir- 
cumftance was in faé&t already known by an anecdote 
ef the Court of Parliament. At the reception of Mar- 
fhal Luxembourg in Parliament, there was a difpute 
upon the fubject of precedency between him and the 
Dukes of Gefvres and Villeroi. ‘The Lawyer, who 
pleaded his caufe, faid merely, Tis very furprifing, 
Gentlemen, that the defcendants of two notaries, who 
have formerly figned the contrad of marriage of Mar fhal 
Luxembourg’s great grandfather, /hould at this day di/- 
pute 


_* We fhall infert hereafter, among the pieces ferving to illuf 
trate this hiftory, ‘* the Memorials of the Parliament againft the 
* Dukes: itis a very fcarce piece, never before printed, and 
which the Dukes would be glad to deftroy. It will be found um 
der N°. I. a 
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pute with him the point of precedency! He juftified the 
affertion by producing the contract, figned Neuville 
‘and Potter. 

Under fo tempeftuous a Regency, when all parties 
were almoft equally difcontented, and inclined to unite 
againft the Duke of Orleans, it would have been fur- 
prifing if fome confpiracy had not been formed to 
‘change the Adminiftration, and fupplant the Chief. 
But the fingular circumftance is, that the plot came 
from a Monarch, who was himfelf fcarce feated on a 
foreign throne, of which his competitor confidered him 
as the ufurper, and who was fo far from attending to 
the means of fixing himfelf in it, that he was endea- 
vouring to pave the way for his acceffion to another, 
which he had renounced. Such was the fituation of 
the King of Spain, when the confpiracy of the Prince 
of Cellamare his Ambaffador at the Court of France, 
was difcovered, and by a fortunate cafualty, prevented. 

His R. H. had indeed received the firft informations 
ef this from Londen; but thefe were fo vague, that 
they only ferved to raife his alarms ; nor was it poffible 
for M. d'Argenfon, his faithful confidant, notwithftande 
Ing all his penetration, to dete a plot carried on with 
fo much fecrecy. Every thing was ready for the exe- 
als of the project, which waited only for the laft 
orders from the Court of Macrid. 
~ ‘Thefe, the Abbé Porto-Carrcro, agent of the Prince 
of Cellamare, was going in queft of: he was riding 

oft in a chaife, which was overturned near Poitiers 
in paffing a ford; the fear he betrayed, when he was 
in danger of lofing his trunk, was fo great, that he ex- 
pofed his life in attempting to recover it: upon which 
a fufpicion arofe of its containing papers of importance. 
His perfon was immediately fecured, and his trunk 
difpatched to the Regent. Jt contained all the papers 
relative to the entetprize. The Prince fhuddered at 
the fight of the danger to which he had been expofed. 
The Ambaffalor of his Catholic Majefty, the Duke 
and Dutchefs Du Maine, the Prince of Dombes, and 
the Count d’Eu, with their children and principal at- 
sendants, were taken up. Several other confpirators 
fled. 
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fled. ‘There were found in the lift, Bifhops, Magi~ 
trates, Lords, and perfons of every ftation: who have 
never all been known; becaufe the Abbé Dubois, in 
a Council of Regency, having begun to read the names 
of the confpirators, his R. H. ftopped him. He con» 
tented himfelf with faying, that one would have been 
very much furprifed to fee in this lift, the namcs of 
thofe perfons whom he had loaded with favours. He 
earried his magnanimity fo far as to add, that he would 
fpare them the humiliation of fueing for pardon, being 
perfuaded that by this condu@t, he dhould bring them 
back to their obedience. ‘The Regent gave moreover 
fuch precife orders, and took fuch proper meafures, 
that every thing remained quict, and that the: confpi- 
racy was only known, by what he thought proper 
to publifh for his‘own juftification, All the orders of 
the ftate haftened to congratulate him, upon this hap- 
PY difcovery. The Cardinal of Noailles was not the 

aft; Sir, faid he, J come to offer to your R. H. twe 
Jwords, my family, and my clergy. Upon this, fome 
facetious perfon obferved, that one was as good as the 
other. With regard to the troops, the officers were 
heard publicly to declare: As long as the Duke of Or- 
leans Jhull peak in the King’s name, we will obey him ; 
if he Should [peak only in his own, we fhould fee what: 
ave had to do. 

It feems, that the principal object was to ferze upe 
on the perfon of the young King, and that of the Duke 
of Orleans, under a pretence, that his Majefty’s life 
was not in fafety, while he was at the difpofal of a 
Prince, interefted in fhortening his days, and capable 
of doing it ; after this, the feveral ftates of the king- 
dom were to be convoked in his Majefty’s name, in 
order that they might repeal all that had been done 
fince the death of Lewis XIV. efpecially the annulling 
of his will, and the treaties of the triple and quadruple 
alliances*, which were too repugnant to the eee 

oO 


* Yet Holland did not accede to this treaty betwees 
France, the Emperor, and Englapd, ‘till the 16th of February 
1719. 
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of Spain *. But there was another article ftill more 
myiterious, which would not have been difclofed ’till 
after the event: this was, in cafe of the death of Lew- 
is XV. or of the extin@tion of his line, that the houfe of 
Orleans fhould be excluded from the fucceffion to the 
Crown, which fhould devolve to one of the children of 
his Catholic Majefty ; and, to render, in fome fort, the 
whole nation an accomplice of this great revolution, 
their complaints were to be attended to, and a promife 
was made to re-eftablith the coin upon Its antient foot- 
ing ; to deftroy the Bank, or to circumfcribe it within 
its firft limits ; and, in a word, to redre{fs every griev- 
ance. 

The confinement of a foreigner, invefted with a 
character fo facred as that of an Ambaffador, was teo 
great an encroachment upon political order, not to 
require from the Court of France an explanation with 
all other powers. ‘The Regent, in order to wipe off 
every idea of mifconduét, publifhed two letters of the 
Prince of Cellamare: he alfo printed two 
plans of letters from the King of Spain to 10 Dee 
the King; a manifefto to be adareffed to the 
States oF the kingdom, capable of exciting an infurree- 
tion among them; a ee fuppofed to be prefented 
by them to his Catholic Majefty ; and fome other pa- 
pers of equal importance. Befides, though the Re- 
gent affected much contempt for thefe writings, con- 
ceived in darknefs, and bearing no ftamp of authenti- 
city, yet he difdained not to anfwer them, in an apo- 
logy he wrote of his conduct, under the title of Letters 
of Filtz-Moritz, in which his rights were explained. 
Thefe letters were foon followed by a 
manifefto, and a declaration of war. This 1719. 
declaration feemed unavoidable ; fornear- 2Sanuary. 
ly at the fame time that the Prince of 
Cellamare was taken into cuftody in France, the 

Court 


* By this treaty, however, the Emperor confented to renounce, 
as well for himfelf as his fucccffore, all his titles and rights over 
Spain; but, on the other hand, other renunciatiens were ftipu- 
a on the part of Spain, which were not fuitable to that kipge 

om, 


44 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


Court of Spain, without knowing this circumftance 
and from a different motive, had fignifed to the Duke 
of Saint Aignan, Ambaflador from his moft Chriftian 
Majefty, to quit Madrid in four-and-twenty hours. 
A prognoftic which this Minifter made, concernin 
a will juft fettled by his Catholic Majefty in his ill- 
nefs, was reported to be the caufe of his difgrace. 
He faid in jeft, that this will might poflibly be no bet- 
ter executed than that of Lewis XIV. inafmuch as 
it left the Regency to the Queen, and to Cardinal 
Alberoni. 

We fhall not enter into a detail of this war, which 
lafted a year *, and the refult of which was, to aflem- 
ble a Congrefs at Cambray to terminate al] the differ- 
ences. We fhall only obferve, that this Congrefs did 
not take place tll four years after; that it lafted fiftcen 
monihs, and that the fole refult of the conferences of fo 
many great politicians affembled, was the regulation of 
the ceremonial fettled between the Minifters, in confor- 
mity to the plan fixed at the Congrefs of Utrecht. 

The difgrace of Cardinal Alberoni was the confir- 
mation of peace. This ambitious pricft, raifed from 
the fituation of a very obfiure private man, to that of 
a Minifter, and from a fimple rector, become a Prince 
of the church, of an extenfive, reftlefs, and ardent ge- 
lus, had formed the incredible defign of raifing Spain 

al} 


* The acceffion of the King of Spain to the treaty of the qua~ 
druple alliance, was figned at the Hague, by the Marquis of Be 
retti-Landi, his Minifter, on the 17th of February 1720. He 
feemed t» yield to the folicitations of Hulland, which had herfelf 
eluded the fulfilling of the conditions of the treaty, by not joining 
her troops to thofe of other contracting powers. It was on occa- 
fion of this prudent and adroit tempo'iziny of their High Mighti- 
neffes, that this Ambaffudo: caufed a medal to be ftruck, which 
was thought very ingenious. On one fide, tucre was a ear with 
three wheels, in which were {cen the heralds of Auftiia, of Or- 
leans, and of England, all three ftretchine forth their hands to 
Holland, who was feated on her lion, and held in one hand the 
fymisol of libertv, and in another the fourth wheel, which fhe 
conftantly refufed joining to the other three. The following words 
were obferved upon it: ‘* Siftit ad hoc qua ta deficiente rota.” 
On the reverfe were thefe words: ‘¢ Fords quadruplex impera 
* fectum, Republica Batava fortiter prudeaterque cunctante.™ 


OF LEWIS Xv. 45 


all at once from the exhaufted ftate to which it had 
been reduced by the war for the fucceffion ; to give a 
new fpring to the degenerated nation; torender Fhilip 
V.a conqueror, andto make him fignalize.himfelf as 
the firft Prince in Europe. His defigns were no lefs 
than to re-unite the ftates of Italy to thofe of his maf- 
ter; by this, to lower the Emperor and to circumfcribe 
his power ; and further, to prevent France and England 
from furnifhing the Emperor with the affiftance fiipu- 
lated by the treaty of the quadruple alliance, he had 
conceived the idea of caufing a diverfion in the firtt of 
thefe kingdoms, by the confpiracy above-mentioned, 
anc in the fecond, by fending the Pretender into it. 
Undoubtedly, had he fucceeded in his project, the 
worl would not have failed to have ranked him among 
the ableft politicians ; he would have been the Riche- 
dieu of Spain: but he failed, and therefore was confi- 
dered only asarafh, blundering, fuperficial contriver 
of a faGtion, without any talents of combination. He 
fell a facrifice, and was himfelf almoft the only viétim 
of the numerous intrigues, plots, and commotions, with 
which he-intenced to difturb the tranquility 

of Europe. It was only in Brittany, that 26 March, 
four gentlemen forfeiied their lives for hav- 1720. 
ing too lightly entered into the views of the 

Cardinal. In one of thefe, named Poncalec, was ob- 
ferved, that fatality, which feems to impel us againft 
our wills to our deftiny. Thirty-three of the-confpi- 
rators, all men of fafhion, had made their efcape: 
this one, already on board the Spanifh veffel, was ter- 
rified at the fea, made the failers bring him back te 
fhore, was taken, and meanly betrayed his accome 
plices. 

Among a different people, and in another age, fuch 
aconf{piracy would have produced much bloodfhed, 
and would particularly have been the caufe of many 
tortures, to Jifcover even rhe fmalleft traces of it. The 
philofophic mind of the Recent infpired him with the 
idea, that clemency would be more scree 

US 
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upon his profufion or his luxury, but alfo by attraétin 
to himfelf all the gold and filver of his fubjeéts ; a 
fuch was to be the illufion, that the fubjeéts fhould give 
it up voluntarily; nay more, fhould be eager to bring 
it in, fhould inf upon its being received, thould con- 
fider it asa favourto be er Dat and that when 
they were rouzed from this dream, if they thould find 
themfelves bereft of their property, they fhould not be 
able to lay the blame on any thing but their own avi- 
dity. re gies of a moft alarming nature to the hu- 
man mind, and which every other man, except this 
daring genius, would have rejected as a chimera, if it 
had fuggefted itfelf to him! 

This tyftem confifted of a Bank, the real capital of 
which was to be the revenues of the ftate, and the 
accruing capital, fome unknown kind of commerce. 
‘This benefit being calculated to keep pace with the 
imagination in its increafe, was to be a wonderful 
fpur to thofe gamefters who wiihed to partake of it, 
by means of shares which were to be made out fuc- 
ceffively, in proportion to the eagernefs of the parties. 

Thefe fhares, in faét, which were at firft few in 
number, could not fail of rifing to an enormous price, 
on account of their fearcity, and the rapidity of the 
circulation ; this would not only facilitate, but even 
neceffitate the making of ether fhares, and at an ad- 
vanced premium. 

This new pzper, bringing the old into difcredit, 
would furnith an excellent mode of diftributing it 5 — 
becaufe the old paper would be reccived at par, but 
always with a certain proportion of money. 

In order to engage perfons to get rid of this old pa- 
per, the value oF it was to be made uncertain by fre- 
quent fluctuations ; thus the pofleffors of it would be 
apprehenfive that it night become of no value in 
their hands: when it fhould be raifed, one would 
readily convert it into fhares, to fecure the advantage ; 
and when it fhould be lowered, one would fear that 
it fhould become lower ftill. 

The Bank, on the contrary, were to make all they’ 
paymenss in bills, whofe value being invariable, would 


keep. 
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keep up the confidence in them, and would render, a 


them more negotiable, and preferable to fpecie. 

The difcredit brought upon money would lower the 
intereft of it; and the Prince was to avail himfelf of 
this reduction to niake his loans, and ,thus difcharge 
part of bis debts, without any difburfement ; forthe in- 
dividuals, not knowing what to do with it, would bring 
it back to him. : 

Ifthe individuals wifhed to Jay out their money ia 
more folid acquifitions, lands, sda and merchan- 
dize would increafe, and contequently fo would the 
reccipt of the taxes and the cuftomms. 

This phantom of fortune dazzling the eyes of every 
one, the feverai claiies of cilzens, in their eagerneis 
for partaking of it, would intereft themfelves in the 
keeping up of the Bank fo much the more ; as a num- 
ber of individuals either mere fortunate or more dex-. 
terous, neceflarily making enormous profits, would ex- 
«ite the general cupidity, nearly in the fame manner as 
the higheft prize m a lottery, keeps up the hopes of 
the adventurers, of whointhe greater part muft never- 
thelefs be lofers. Now, what fort of competition 
would there not be in this inftance, where every one 
avould be certain of winning, by increafing the dividends 
4 propos? 

Let this illufion be kept up only for a few years, 
and the Sovereign will have paid off all his debts, and 
will have drawn into his eats, the greateft part of 
the fpecie of his own, and even of ather kingdoms. 

Such were the axioms and the corollaries of Law’s 
fyftem: an infernal theory, deduced certainly from 
fatts, and which he had never ventured to confider 
coolly in all its horror: let us fay more, a theory that 
~vas not even tobe conceived; butthe Regent and | 
he, hurried away, ia fpite of themfelves, by the rapid 
motion of this political machine, were obliged to yield 
to its impulfe, ‘till it broke to pieces by its own efforts. 

However this may be, the author of this plan, whe- 
ther more or lefs dcizefted with refpedt to its confequen- 
ces, paw that it could not be carried into exe- 
cution in any 
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ate, except where the Sovereign so : 
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ed abfolute authority, confidered France as the king» 

~aglom moft fit for his défign, Befides, he knew the peo- 
ples that they were fond of novelty, that they adopted 
it without corfideration, and gave themfelves up to it 
witha kind of frenzy. Jt has been afferted, that he 
firft propofed his fyitem to Lewis XIV. who, notwith- 
ftanding his being in wantof fucha fcheme, upon the 
bare expofition of it, rejected it with a kind of abhor- 
xence. ‘The author was not aifconcertec, but produc- 
ed it again to the Duke of Orleans, ‘That Prince 
more determined, more enterprizing, and certainly lefs 
fcrupulous, confidered it as very ufeful to his views ; 
he was moreover prefied by circuinftances ;_ he withed 
to avail himfelf of the fhort time he had to govern, to 
remedy the evils of the ftate, which required a necef- 
fary crifis. He therefore adopted this fyflem; he 
would not allow himfelf to think of the violent con- 
vulfion into which he was going to throw tbe fate, 
and flattered himfelf, that his genius would be able to 
put a ftop to its effecls, whencver they fhould become 
too fatal. Neverthelefs, as he was not the abfolute 
mafter, and that he was obliged.to act with a great 
deal of caution, he adopted it only flowly, anu by 
degrees. 

At firft he contented himfelf with pernuitine Law 
to eftablifh a Bank, in order to accuftom the pvople by 
degrces to fuch a title, and to fuch an eff blifliment. 
It was prefented under an appearance of public utiltty, 
and it would really have been attended with very great 
advantages, if it had been confined to the functions 
{pecified in the edict which fet it on foot. 

The year following, in order to. give this Benk a 
credit, which was to be anfwerable to the more exien- ~ 

five undertakings it was to embrace, a de- 

1o April. cree of Council was iflued, which or-‘ered 
1717. allthofe who had the manageinént of the 
Royal treafure, to receive and even to dif- 

charge the bills without difcount. By this decree, full 
of artifice, under the appearance of fimplicity, the 
Bank was made the repofitury of all the reverucs of 
ghe King. This was the firlt {tep towards that ideal 
fortune 
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fortune it was to make: it immediately fixed the in- 
terft at feven anc an half per cent. , 

Some iime after, a trading Company was Augu/ff 
exeated, under the title of the We/fern or Mif- and De- 
Sifipi Company. Its object was the planting and cemder, 
culture of the French colonies of North Ame- 1717. 
rica. The King gave to this Company all the 
Jands of Louifiana, and permitted French, as well as 
foreigners, to be concerned in it, by taking fhares of 
it, part of the value of which might be furniihed in 
bills of ftate, which loft from filty to fixty per cert 
upon the ipot. How was it poffible to rcfift fuch a 
bait, more efpecially as the country was reprefented as 
a Peru, more fertile in gold than that of the Spaniards! 
Even the Parliament was taken in, and made no fcru- 
ple of regiftering. ‘They yet faw nothing in this, but 
what might be ufeful to the ftate. 

In 1718, the Bank made further advances. 
Tt was announced under the title of Bunk 4 Decem~ 
Royal, by a declaration of his Majefty, which — der. 
fignified, that the King had reimburfed in 
money the capitals of thofe perfons who had fhares in 
the Bank, which they had only paid in bills of ftatc, 
and that thefe capitals had been converted into fhares 
of the Weflern Company; and ina word, that the 
King was become fole proprietor of all the fhares of 
the Bark. Myr. Law was appointed DireStor to it, un- 
der the authority of his Majefty and the orders of the 
Regent. 

‘Three things were the refult of this declaration: 
one, that the Monarch; being thus transforaicd into 
an univerfal Banker of his kingdom, the whole French 
nauon, the firft Lords and Princes, who are cver the 
apesof their mafter, were not afhamed to cxercife the 
fame trade, fo that they all became Financiers, Bro- 
kers, and Ufurers. The fecand refult was, that the 
public, aftonifhed that the King fhould. bny up thefe 
Shares of the Bank at goo livres * in fpecic, when they 
kad originally coft no more than sco livres in bills of 
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* Upwards of tweuty pounds, 
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the ftate—that is to fay, reckoning the ditcredit of 
thefe bills, about 170 livres *, in real value—concetv~ 
-ed avery high opinion of them, and contended zeal-' 
oufly to obtain them. ‘The laft refult was, that the 
Shares of the Wettern Company, being preferred by 
the Clerks of the Bank tothe reimburfement of them 
in f{pecie, were reckoned an excellent acquifition, fo 
thatthe rife of them kept pace with that of the fhares 
of the Bank. | 

The Parliament, fince the laft Bed of fuftice, had 
opened their eyes, and interfered no more in matters of 
‘finance. At another time, the want of the legal form 

“of regiftering in this Court, would have alarmed the 
Parifians ; but fuch was now the delirmm, that they 
faw nothing but the phantom of fortune which delud- 
ed them, and.which was realized ‘to their eyes. This 
enthufiafm foon reached the provinces, and, to gratify 
the eagernefs of the people, private offices of the Bank 

‘were eftablifhed by decree of Council in the 
27 Dec. cities ‘of Lyons, la Rochelle, Tours, Or- 
1718. leans, and Amiens. The Miniftry did not 
‘dare to eftablifh any inthe cities that had 
Parliaments, becaufe they forefaw that thofe compa- 
nies -would oppofe ‘them. Other cities were fufpected 
‘of oppofition, and as thofe cities did not feem to care 
‘about the matter, the Miniftry were fearful-of diffatis- 
fying them, and of occafioning on their part, an expof- 
tulation which might diffipate the general illutfion. 
‘Lifle, Marfeilles, Nantz, Saint Malo, and Bayonne, 
‘were diftinguifhed by this prudent exclufion. 

The fame decree of Council forbade the making of 
“any payment in money above the fum of 600 livres +, 
and by a claufe which reftrained commerce even in its 

_ detail, and chara¢terifed the littlenefs of the views and 
means of the legiflature, the bafe coin and copper mo- 
ney were not to be given or received in the markets 


above fix livres ¢, unlefs it was to make up odd 7, 
: | he 


* About feven pounds. 
+ Twenty-five pounds. 
T Five thillings, 
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The evident defign of this arrangement was to render 
the Bank bills more neceflary, and thus to inforce the 
circulation and multiplication of them. 

In effe@t, an order was foon iflued to make , 
out one hundred milliono: Bank bills. The/e, 22 Aprié 
faid the decree of Council, cannot be fubject to. 1719. 
any diminution, as the [pecie is; inafmuch as 
the circulation of the Bank bills is more ufeful to the 
Subjects of his Majefty, thandhat of the fpecie of gold 
and filver, and that they deferve a particular prer 
tecliun, in preference to the coin mae of materials brought 
from foreign countries. 

' A few months after, there appeared pro- 12 Dee. 
hibitions to make payments above tenlivres* 

in filver, andthree hundred t livres in gold. ‘Thus: 
gold and filver being debafed by thefe fuc- 

‘ceflive and declared diminutions, were in Decree of 
fome fort profcribed and thrown out of com- 23 Sepr 
merce by this decree. People were there- tember.. 
fore obliged to carry their fpecie to the Bank, 
and to exchange it for paper. They ran there in 
crowds, conjuring and imploring the Clerks to receive 
their {pecie, and thinking themfelves happy when they 
fucceeded. Upon which a merry fellow wittily called 
out to thofe who were the moft forward; Don't be 
afraid, Gentlemen, that your money fhould lie on your 
hands, it fhall all be taken away from you. Some indi- 
viduals then fet up this trade, they were fubftitutes to 
the Bank, and as every body would abfolutely havé 
bills, and that there was an apprehenfion of their fail- 
ing, they preferred, for expedition fake, lofing three or 
four per cent. of their money. Ina word, the fame 
method was practifed with regard to money, as with a 
bill of Exchange: it was difcounted. 

So many treafures poured into this public depot, 
fhould have rendered it inexhauftible. Neverthelefs, 
the Bank was drained: there were, as the Regent call; 
ed them, fome:-obfinares, that is to fay, it ap who. 

D 3 could: 


* Between cight and nine fhillings, 
+} Twelve pounds ten fhillings, — 
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could not perfuade themfelves, that paper was of great- 
er value than money, and who were continually rea- 
lizing the former. In order to deceive thefe people, 
the intereft of money was reduced to three and a half, 
two and a half, and two per cent ; the coin was kept 
in continual variation, fometimes diminifhing, fometimes 
increafing it, by aimuliitude of décrees, which contra- 
diéted themfelves, as well in their detail, asin the 
caufes expreffed in their preambles. And this delirium 
of the legiflation produced the defired effeét, for it fo 
effectually overturned every principle, fo darkened the 
underttanding, and fo changed all the notions of things, 
that the people, not knowing what to adhere to, gave 
way to the impultes of the government. 
1720. It was inthe height of this géneral anxiety, 
that the Regent completed the abufe of his aus 
thority by a monitrous violence, which will undoubt- 
edly place him among the principal tyrants who have 
; been moft expert in political tortures, The 
29 Feb. frenzy was carried fo far, that a decree of 
Council was iffued, forbidding every perfon, 
and even every community, either fecular or religious, 
t0 keep by them more than 500 livres * in fpecie. The 
motive adduced for this barbarity, was a fuppofition, 
that there were twelve hundred millions + of fpecie in 
the kingdom, in flagnation, from the avidity of perfons 
who baving made great fortunes, accumulated and 
hoarded up without titermiffion. The punifhment 
was not death, as Law would have hadit, but, befide 
a heavy fine, the fums found were confifcated :—in- 
formers were encouraged by being promifed a third of 
the confifcation, and the moft odious refearches were 
authorized, by joining the feveral officers of juttice to 
‘fearch wherever the Directors of the Bank fhould re- 
quire them. Atlength, the ufe of money was ftil? 
more reftrained, by forbidcing that any payment fhould 
be made, above a huncred livres t¢, except in paper. 
fe 


* Near twenty-one pounda 
Fifty millons fter‘ing, 
Above four pounds, 
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It muft be acknowledged, however, that the Duke 
ef Orleans was not cruel ; his intention was to frighten, 
rather than to torment. In order to fucceed the bet- 
ter, the farce was played, according to his orders, by 
forme trufty’ perfons, who -were to let themfelves be 
furprifed’ in delinquency againft the decree. They 
were proceeded againft, imprifoned, and rewarded in 
fecret for their connivance. Thefe examples did in- 
deed intimidate. The Dutes, for fo they were called 
at the palace, where the graveft matters are treate.t 
with bons mots, haftened to obey; all the money in 
‘depofit with the notarics, in trufts, cr in other publie 
places, was converted into paper. The Couriters, 
ever flaves to the will of their mafter, gave way to 
that of their Sovercign without mvurinuring, and thofe 
who were not well with the Regent, dreading his re- 
fentment, con’ormed to it alfo. ‘The Chancellor 
Pontchartrain, who was then retired from public em= 
ployment, fent 57,000 louis d’or to the Bank, valued 
then at 72 livres* each. This capture diverted as 
much his R.H. as the conduct of another magiftrate 
muft have chagrined him, ° | 

The Prefident Lambert de Vernon, went to the 
Duke of Orleans, and told him that he came to name 
a man to him who had 500,000 livres ¢ in gold. His. 
R.H. ftarted back with furprife and horror, crying 
out with his ufual ftrength of expreffion: OA! Mr. 
Prefident, whatar y fort of a trade have you taken 
upon you there ? the Prefident replied ; Sir, I do nothing 
more than obey the law, and it is that which you indi- 
rectly treat with fuch an appellation. As for the reff, 
your R. H. need not be alarmed, and may do me more 
juice: It is myfelf I came to inform againft, in the hope 
of having the liberty ta keep at leaft a part of this fum, 
which I prefer to all the bills of the Bank. The more 
noble and firm conduét of the Firft Prefident of the 
Chamber of Accounts, will certainly be much more 
admired. He anfwered, to thofe who eame to fearch 


D 4 him; 
* About three pounds. 


+ Near twenty-one thousand pountls, G ® 
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him: “ I declare to you that I have 500,000 livres # 
“in gold ; they are for the fervice of the King, and 
«« J] have no account to give of them but to his Majef- 
* ty, when he fhall be of age.” 

Neverthelefs thefe vexations and this tyranny would 
not have produced the defired effeét, if a vent had not: 
been found for this paper, with which France was de- 
luged, by converting it into another of a more {pecious 
nature; this was, the fharesin the Weftern Company, 
the profits of which were to increafe daily, by the af- 
fiftances that were given to it. 

This Compan ‘had acquired in 1718 the charter 
and the effects of the Senegal Company, together with 
their Negro trade ; tHe charter of the Chinefe and 
_Laft-India Companies were afterwards annexed to it, 

and all the territories, iflands, forts, magazines, dwel- 
Mings, ammunition, and fhips, that had belonged to the 
Falt-India Company, were transferred to it. It had 
deen appointed and entitled the India Company. ‘The 
revenues Of the tobacco had been farmed out to it: 
the King had ceded to it the profits upon the coin ; 
the leafe of the Farmers-general had been annulled ir 
jis favour, and the offices of Receivers-general of the 
finance had been fuppreffed. In a word, at the laft 
meeting ¢, the Company had been fhewn a mafs of 
120 millions { of profit, allotting 4o per cent. as the 
cividend of each fhare for the following year. ‘Then 
it was that no fcruple was made of difcovering that 
_ the origin of this Company was in comimon with that 
- ofthe Bank, by blending together thefe two monftrous 
produdtions of the fame Father | of that fame Mr. Law, 
who had juft been appointed Comptroller- 
Fan. general of Finance. He had firft renounced 
hisreligion, at the perfuafion of Abbé Ter- 
cin; a circumftance which gave occafion to the fol- 
Jowing epigram: 

: Tencin, 

# Near twenty-one thoufand pounds. 
+ This meeting was held on the 3oth of December, 1719. 


_ “Fhe mannfcript account of this feffion is a curieus piece, which 
* way reafon of its leneth, we are obliged to put at the end. It will 





‘SB found under N». [IL 
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Tencin, a curfe on thy feraphic zeal, 

Which by perfuafion hath contriv’d the means, 
To make the Scotchman at our altars -kneel, 
Since which, we all are poor as Capucines *. 

This jeft which was but too true, did not prevent. 
the general frenzy of brokerage from rifing to fucha 
pitch, that at the time of the union of the two Com- 
panies, the India Company had produced fix hundred 
thoufand fhares, amounting to 1,677,500,000 livres, 
of original capital, the gaming m which raifed the 
prices fo exceffively high, that the mafs of them is 
confidered by an-able- calculator t, as reprefenting as 
much.as fix thoufand miblions§ in fpeculation. 

In thefe times of crifis, there are ales s people dex 
terous eneugh to profit by the folly of ae and thefe 
are the perfons who contribute wonderfully to excite 
the-general emulation. Little attention is paid to the 
numbers that are ruined, and at whofe expenfe thefe 

rodigious fortunes are made; or we attribute their 
[offes to themfelves ; to foolifhnefs, ignorance, or mif- 
conduét. We fhall fay nothing of Law’s profits: be- 
ing at the head of the Bank, that 1s, depofitaty of alk 
the money in the kingdom, he was capable of enrich- 
ing himfelf by the fhorteft and fureft method. At his 
firft fetting out, he had beught of the Count d’Evreux, 
the county of’ Tancarville, in Normandy, for 800;boc. 
livres]. He had offered the Prince of Carignan, 
1,400,000 livres q for- the Hotel de Soiflons ; to the 
Marchionefs de Beuvron, 500,000 livres*, for her: 
effate at Lillebonne; and to the Duke of Sully, 


D s. 1;700,000- 


* Foin de ton zele Séraphique, . 
Malheureux Abbé de Tencin ; 
Depuis que Law eft Catholique, . 
Tout le Royaume eft Capucin! | 
+ Near feventy millions fterling. 
1 M. Necker in his *¢ Anfwer to l*Abbé Morelfet,” in 176% 
concerning the Abbé’s ‘¢ Memorial againft the Iadia Company,” 
§ Two hundred and-fifty millions fterling.. . 
|| Between thirty and forty thoufand pounds. 
@ Between fifty-eight and fifty-nine thoufaod pounds... 
# Near twenty-one thoufand pound: . 
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1,700,000 livres *, for his Marquifate of Rofny. The 
height of impudence was, that he wanted to afcribe 
the rapidity of this enormous ‘opulence to the good- 
nefs of his. fyftem; and the height -of flupidity, is, 

ee people fhould believe, and attempt to imitate 
in. 

The Regent endeavoured to confirm the truth of 
this by immenfe liberalities, which he afcribed to the 
fame caufe. Fz gave one million+ to the Hotel- 
Dieu, as much to the hofpital-general, and as much 
to the foundlings. He employed 1,500,000 livres 
to pay the debts of feveral prifoners: the Marquis of 
Nocé, the Count de Ja Mothe, and the Count de Roie, 
received each a gratification of 100,000 livres § in 
thares a ftroke of politics, which had not lefs its effect, 
and reftored one hundred fold to the Bank. 

Among the Princes of the blood, the Duke of 
Bourbon profited the moft fortunately by the fharcs 
that Law had given them for their fupport. ‘That 
Prince bought up all the land he could find fuitable to 
him: he caufed Chantilly to be rebuilt with royal 
magnificence ; he eftablifhed a menagerie there, which 
was incomparably better ffocked than the King’s: he 
imported from England, at one time, 150 race-horfes, 
each of which, at the rate money was then at in 
France, cott from 15 to 1800 livres]. At laft, to pay 
his court to the regent, who was paffionately fond of his 
daughter, the Dutchefs of ail he gave that Prin- 
cefs, who was eager after pleafure, a fiperl feftival, 
which lafted four or five days, and coft an immenfe 
fum of money, 

Amongft individuals, it feems as if chance had been 
particularly favourable to obfcure perfons. A certain 
widow of Namur, named -Caumont, was much the 
‘topic of converfation, who had fupplied the army with 
stents and other merchandife of the fame kind. By 
ae : fome 


‘® Between feventy and eighty thoufand pounds, 
‘+h Above forty thoufand pouuds. 
Sixty-two thoufand five hundred pounds, 
Above four thoufand pounds. 
From fixty to sighty pounds on an average. 
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fome lucky revolutions of fortune, fhe got into her 
hands tothe amount of 70 millions* of Bank bilts.. 
The Memoirs of the Regency make mention of a hump- 
backed man f+, who acquired in the courfe of a few 
days 150,000 livres}, for having lent his hump by 
way of writing defk for the brokers. Footmen were: 
frequently obferved in their matters carriages, who had 
been fecn behind them the day before. Thefe fame 
Memoirs fpeak of a perfon, whofe change of condition 
was fo rapid, that he was going to refume his former 
poft, if hes-had not been apprifed of the imiftake ; of 
another, who having had a quarrel in his carriage, and 
being obliged to get out of it to fight, cried out: Gen- 
tlemcn of the livery, come to my affifiance! and of a third, 
who having ordered an equipage for himfelf, and being 
afked what arms he would have put upon it: anfwer-- 
ed, the fire/t. 

It was in the ftreet called Quincampoix, that the 
negotiation of the fhares was carried on, there Paine 
ret no exchange. Fortunate were thofe who ha 
ere in this ftreet! A room was let as high as ten 
livres§ per day. But the great croud had no occafion 
“for a dwelling there. By break of day the paflage of © 

this narrow {treet was choaked up with gametters: 
whofe madnecfs continued increafing the whole day. 
In the evening a bell was rung, and they were obliged 
to be driven away by force. There was at the time a 
caricature print engraved, which, under a -grofs, but 
juft viceoyy> gives a very natural picture of the ra- 
vages occafioned by this epidemical frenzy. It is fill 
preferved by the connoifleurs as a precious monument 
of hiftory. It 1s entitled: A true portrait of the Lord 
Quincampoix. Accordingly we fee in the center of the 


print. 


* Near three milfions fterling. 

‘-+ The fame thing happened to a certain M. de Nanthiz, whee 
was not deformed, but ufed to lend his back for a writing-de&. 
Thisis a fact well known in the family of M. Amelct, at prefent 
minifter, whofe Welch uncle this M. de Nanthsa was. It is frorm 
the family iefclf that we have the anecdote. 

= Six thoufand two hundred and fifty pounds, ‘ 
-4 Eight fhillings and four peace. | 
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print the reprefentation of that Lord’s head, with this 
device: Aut Cefar, at Nihil. Over it is placed a 
crown of peacock’s feathers and thiftles, which 1s of- 
fered to him by Foy, with this other infcription: J am 
the laughing-ftock a the wife and the fooli/h. Under 
the portrait a kettle is feen f{moking, which a devil is 
heating.with paper. A broker is throwing by handfuls 
into the cauldron his gold and filver, which melting, 
produces nothing but new paper. A figure of De/pair, 
pee behind this unfortunate man, feems waiting ta 
ay hold of him at the conclufion of this operation *. 
Such was the fiutation of almoft the whole kingdom 
of France, where the contagion had quickly fpread 
from one to another, mn fuch a manner as to affect per- 
fons of the beft underftandings : this is evidently prov~ 
ed by the anecdote of De la Mothe, and of the Abbé 
‘Terraffon. Thefe two wife men, (for the firft, though 
a poet, was ftill more a philofopher) fo famous for 
. their exquifite fenfe, for their logical accuracy, and 
for the depth of their reafoning, were converfing one 
evening upon the folly of the day, and laughing at 
it. Some time after they met face to face in the Quin 
camporx-ftreet. en: at firft afhamed, they were cde 
firous of avoiding each other: but at length, having 
nothing to reproach themfelves with, they agreed, 
that a man ought never to {wear againft his doing any 
one thing; and that there was no Pet of extravagance 
of whick man was not capable; after which, they 
each of them went their way to make the beft bargain 
they could for themfelves. 

The moft dreadful event of this infernal ftreet, was 
the melancholy cataftrophe of Count Hoorn. . This 
young Flemifh Nobleman, only twenty-two or twenty- 
three years of age, excited by the Demon of -cupidity, 
‘was urged on to murder a merchant, whom he drew 
into a public-houfe, in order to rob him of his pocket— 
book. It was in open day: he was foon taken up, 
. and 

* We refer our readers to the collection of pieces ferving to 

Hluftrate this hiftory, for a fatire in verfe, containing the exple- 
mation of the commentary upon this allegorical pictyre, and all 
iv accompaniments. It is placed uader N° IV. 
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and broken alive upon the wheel, though allied to 
feveral foreign houfes, and related even to the Regent 
himfelf. That Prince who knew the rigorous duties of 
juftice, would not fuffer hiwfelf to be moved by this 
confideratiopg, He anfwered in energetic terms: When 
I have got bad blood, I have it let aut *. 

The balance between this paper and the fpccie of 
France being once deftroyed, by the two great profu-~ 
fion of the former, which fome perfons eftimate as 
high as fix thoufand millions +, not only the funds of 
the Company became infufficient to keep up fo enor- 
mous a credit, but the fum likewife exceeded by more 
than two-thirds of the whofe fpecie and mafs of gold 
and filver that might then be in the kingdom. In vain 
were all forts of ftratagems devifed to fupport this 
Bauk, fo far as even to, publith a decla- 
ration forbidding all the King’s fubjeéts, 11 March. 
or foreigners refiding in ‘the kingdom, 
all communities and other bodies, to keep, after 
the firft of May, any fpecie and materials of gold, 
and after the firft of December any fpecie or materials 
in filver, upon pain of confifcation and fine: the offi- 
_cers of the mint were likewife forbidden to coin any ; 
but nothing fucceeded : the people laughed at an ab- 
furd legiflation, which was contradicting itfelf from 
morning to night, which made a crime of the moft 
neceflary economical virtues, and which loft itfelf in 
the labyrinth of its own regulations, that have filled 
twelve volumes in quarto. The vertigo was diffipat- 
‘ng, and people were beginning to realize as fatt as 
poflible, when the fatal day arrived, which was the 
celebrated eppcha of the downfal of the fyftem. 

M. d’Argenfon, who had long been jealous that a 
foreigner fhould fupplant him in the confidence of the 
Regent, not only favoured the fyftem no longer, but 

was 


* It is added, that the neareft relations of Count Moorn, hav. 
ing folicited that the nature of his punifiment might at Jeaft be 
changed, that the infamy of it might not fall upon them, the Re- 
gent replicd; “ Ie will not be his punifhment, but the crime, 
s¢ which brought him to it, that will difhonour your family.’* 

+ Two hundred and fifty millions fterling. 
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was alfo endeavouring to open the gyes of the Prince. 
refpecting it. Tet was with much diffculty that He 
prevailed, and he was obliged to call in the affiftance 
of the other intimate confidants of his R. H. the Abbé 
Dubois, Minifter of Foreign Affairs, and M. le Blanc, 
Secretary at War*, to concur with him feparately in 
this patriotic work. Sometimes the Regent feemed in- 
clined to expel the author ofa revolution fo extraor- 
dinary and fo fatal. One day he even told the Keep- 
er of the Scals, who was fpeaking to him in a ftronger 
manner than ufual, that he might fecure Law’s perfon; 
but when the chief magiilrate required an order in 
writing for this purpofe, Pe could nor obtain it. “He 
was therefore obliged to have recourfe to artifice, and 
to make the new Comptroller-general himfelf, the ac- 
complice of his own dettruction, and of that of his fyttem. 
In a committee holden between the Regent, himfelf, 
the Abbé Dubois, M. le Blanc, and the Minrfter of the 
Finances, he obferved that a violent crifis mutt necef- 
farily have a fhort termination ; that the prefent crifis, 
which was now arrived at itsacme, muft confequently 
decline ; that its object being now fulfilled—which was. 
to make all the fpecie, and even all the materials of 
gold and filver in the kingdom, return by extraordinary 
means into the-hands af government—it was now ne-- 
ceflary to prevent the public from collecting the pre-- 
cious harveft; that the moft certain method of effe&t- 
ing this, would be to begin, by recucing the mafs of 
paper; the confequence of thts would be, that the 
eople, either not diminithing the confidence they had 
in it, would keep it in hopes that the reduction would 
be only temporary, and from the fear that they fhould 
at once lofe a great part of their capital ; or that the 
paper falling into difcredit, they would crowd in, 
to get rid of it. In the firft inftance, the government 
would have it in their power to fettle any operations 
they pleafed ; and in the fecond, they might avail 
themfelves even: of, the confufion and diforder aa 
would 


* Councils had been fuppreffed in 1718, and the Secretaries 
ef State re-eftablithed at the head of the departments, 


OF LEWIS XV. 63 


would refult from this breaking up, to eftablifh fome 
troublefome, but neceflary fonaliies, by which, in 
appearing :o concur with withes of the bearers of the 
paper, one might delay the effet of them; and thus 
time might be gained to proceed to fome alterations, 
expedient for liberating the ftate. 

All this was more fpecious than folid, but it was ef- 
pecially a deteftable piece of Machiavelifin. It gives 
us the idea of a fet of thieves at the corner of a wood, 
confulting about the beft method of levying contribu- 
tions on the paffengers. Jt muft, however, be acknow- 
ledged, that there are cafes in which the imperious 
claims of neceflity become the only law of the Statef- 
man, and France was now in this ftate of fubverfion ; 
the helm of finance was flipping out of the hand of 
their Adminiftration, and even out of thofe of the Re- 
gent. In this embarraffment, Law thought hinfelf 
ortunate, to be furnifhed with the means of ge‘ting 
out of the labyrinth into which he had thrown hinieit, 
and he was the foremoft in deftroying his 
own work, by confenting to adecree, which 21 May. 
reduced the Bank-bills, and the fhares of the 
Company, to one-half of their value. 

It is impoffible to defcribe the confternation with 
which the city of Paris was ftricken at this news. Ie 
foon was converted into rage ; feditious libels were 
pofted up, and were fent in hand-bills even into the 
houfes*. The Duke of Bourbon, the Prince of Conti, 
and Marthal Villeroi, who had not been fummoned ta 
the committee In which the decree had been tffued, 
protefted againft it, and pretended that it was furrep- 
titious, fince it had not been fubmitted to the exami- 
nation of the council of Regency.. The Parliament, 
which had not hitherto interfered in the affairs of the 

Bank, 


# One of the hand-bills was conceived, according to the ‘* Mex 
** moirs of the Regency,” in the following terms: ‘‘ Sir, and 
*¢ Madam, this is to give you notice, that a St. Bartholomew's 
“4 day will be enacted again on Saturday or Sunday, if affairs da 
*¢ not alter. You are defired not to ftir out, you nor your fere 
“* vants. God preferve you from the flamee. Give notice to your 
© acighbours, Dated Saturday 25 May, 1720.” | 
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Bank, and had always been in oppofition to it, by one 
of thofe contradictions too frequent in their conduéy 
now exerted themilelves to fupport it. The Firft Pre~ 
ficent, whom they fent to the Royal Palace, was very 
well received. ‘The Regent, in his prefent embarrafl- 
ment, was not cifpleafed at this ftep. He did net 
conceal his fatisfaction from the Head of their Com- 
pany, and anfwered him: * Sir, I am very glad that 
“ this circumftance gives nie an opportunity of bein 
“‘ reconciled to the Parliament, whofe advice I wil 
“ follow in every thing.” 

. Six days after the publication of the de- 
27 May, cree of reduétion, that decree was revcked 

1720. by another, which reftored the paper to its 

value, but did not reftore the confidence of 
the public, more efpecially as payment was at the very 
fame time ftopped at the Bank. ‘This was done upon 
the pretence a examining the knaveries. Commifla- 
ries were fent to feal up the chefts, and make up the 
accounts. Some of the Clerks, and efpecially thofe 
whofe bufinefs it was to make the fignatures, were 
difmiffed for a fortnight, with the prohibition of quit- 
ting Paris. So that this fecond decree did more harm 
than the firft, by throwing again into the chaanel of © 
commerce things thad had been difcredited ;. and with: 
which fraudulent debtors pam! and ruined their lawful . 
creditors. | ; 

Amcnz thefe fharpers tricks, that of the Prefident- 
de Novion deferves an exception, as being very laugh- 
able at leaft, if not more hone than the reft. He 
had fold to Law one of his eftates, and, notwithftand- 
ing the prohibitions, ftipulated the payment of it in. 

old, to which the Scotchman readily confented. The-- 
ne was from eight to nine hundred thoufand livres *. 
The magiftrate’s eldeft-fon availed himfelf of the right. 
of redemption, and repaid the purchafer in bills. 

To put. a flop to. this confufion, after having ex- 
haufted every refource of finance that was thought ca- 
pable of reftoring the Nlufion, it-was at laft found ne- 

i ceflary 
* Between thirty and forty thoufand pounds... : 
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eeflary to put an end to the matter, by flopping the 
courfe of the Bank-bills, and bringing back-money into 
‘frade. Thus was Law’s fvftem diffolved, the refule 
of which was the doubling of the national debt, in- 
ftead of dimimifhing it, as he had given reafon to ex- 
pect. Independent of the debts contracted under the 
reign of Lewis XIV. which ftill fubfifted, there re- 
mained to pay off to the amount of eighteen hundred 
millions* of this paper, of which two thoufand fix 
aa millions + had been diftributed among the 
ublic. 

: The author of this ceteftable fyitem foon expe- 
rienced the kind of treatment that perfons of his ftamp 
ufually do: he was hooted by the populace, who 
wanted to pull him to pieces ; his coach was broken ; 
and he himfelf efcaped only by the aétivity of his. 
- horfes and the boldnefs of his coachman.. He imme- 
diately refigned, into the hands of the Regent, his ap- 
pointment of Comptroller-general. He was not lefe 
the director of all the operations of the fame year 
1720. He had not yet loft the confidence ef his 
R. H. who had always a fecret inclination for ‘the 
fyftem, which Law flattered him might be reftored 
.again ; and the Prince did not give it up, ‘tll Law had 
in vain exhaufted all the refources of his imagination. 
“He was difmiffed filently, and every one knows that 
he died of poverty at Venice. 

The fyftem having failed, it became neceflary to 
put matters into the fame ftate they were in before 
17193 to withdraw from the India Company the ad- 
miniftraticn of the revenues of the ftate ; to»reftore to 
the King the profits of the coi; to re-eftablifh the 
offices of Receivers General of Finance, of Payers and 
anes of annuities, and even of Farmers Ge- 
nera!l. ; 

_ A-kind of fecond Chamber of Juftice was immedi- 
ately inftiruted, to examine in‘o the conduét of all the 
principal and fubordirate officers in the adminittration 
of the Bank ; in which thofe of the India Company 
were 
® Seventy-five millions fterling. 
t Above one hundred millions fterling. 
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were likewife included. ‘Thefe inquiries after fharp~ 
ers, ftock-jobbers, and perfons who had aiquired im- 
menfe riches, ferved at to ditcover fome dreadful 
malverfations ; but did not relieve the people, any 
more than the examination of the Financiers had done 
at the beginning of the Regeney. They reccived at 
Jeafi fome littie comfort in their miferies, from the 
public fale that was inade of Law’s goods, and the 
confifcation of his eftates, of which he had fourteen 
that had titles annexed to them. , 
Atterwards, in order to be able to reduce the pub- 
lic debt in proportion to the ftrength of the 
Decree of ttate, it was ordered that a general review 
26 Fan. fhould be made of all the new property that 
1721. —exifted, and that the proprictors fhould be 
obliged to give declarations of its origin, and 
of the price they had acquired it at, in order that this 
property might be reduced in proportions. There 
were 800 Clerks employed at this bufinefs, which pro- 
duced difcoveries no lefs ftriking than the former. If 
we credit the memoirs of the times, the fortunc of M. 
le Blanc amounted to feventeen millions *; that of M. 
de la Faye, to as much; that of M. de Fargés, to 
twenty millionst; that of M.de Vernie, to twenty 
eight millions}; and that of Madame de Chaumont 
to one hundred and twenty-feven millions §. From 
the ruins of how mangg@hgufand private fortunes muft 
not thefe have been ac@imblated ? 
__ By this review it appeared, that the account of all 
the demands, of whatever kind, then extant, ether 
upon the King or the Company, amcunted to three 
thoufand two hundred millions], and that almoft one 
third of this fum confifted in fhares on the Company, 
whofe capital was nine hundred millions q. We may 
obferve, that this capital was already much se ie 
fince 


‘# Above feven hundred thoufend pounds. 

+ Upwards cf eight hundred thouland pounds. 

T Upwards of one million fterling. 

§ Upwards of five millions fterling. =. 

|| Upwards of oe hundred and thirty-three millions. 

G Thirty-fcven millions five huad:ed thoufand pownds 
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fince the-beginning, which. we have calculated at nearly 
double that fum; as much from the voluntary facrih- 
ces of the Lords of the Miffiffip!, at the head of which 
were the Duke of Bourbon, the Duke d’Antin, and 
Law himfelf, as by reducing the number of fhares 
~from fix hundred thoufand to fifty thoufand, at the 
fame time of their being liquidated. — 

The laft fingular circumftance of fo many monftrous 
and defpotic operations, was the neceflity of eftablifh- 
ing another tribunal, defigned under the utle of Cham-~ 
bre de T Arfenal, which took cognizance of all the mal- 
verfations that had been committed there ; and it was 
found that a Mafter of requefts, named Talhouet, to- 
gether with an Abbé Clement and their agents, were 
convicted of having conveye:! away for their own be-~ 
nefir, to the amount of at leat thirty millions * ia 
fhares. The two firft had been condemned to 
be beheaded, and the others to be hanged: 27 Aug. 
but at that time, as now, juftice was with- 1723. 
out vigour againft notorious rafcals; they 
were pardoned, or at leaft their punithments weré 
commuted. : 

The fame thing happened with regard to two other 
culprits, perfons of peat auleanencer or rather they 
got off infinitely better, though there was great reafon 
to think them culpable, and to make examples offthem, 
which would have been fo much the more ufeful as 
their conJitions were more exalted. 

The firft, a Peer of France, a member of the Coun- 
cil of Regency, and at the head of the Council of Fi- 
nance, was the Duke dela Force. Independent of 
his dignitics, which ought to have prevented him 
from fubjeéting himfelf to an accufation, lefs criminal 
perhaps than it was mean and odious, he was reputed 
to be one of thofe philofophic men of genius with 
which the Court of the Regent abounded. It would 
not have been natural to fuppofe iim pofleffed of a 
fordid cuptdicy, to which the elevation of his birth, 
and thet of the fentiments he made a parade of, were 

7 equally 


> ® One million, cwo hundred and fity thoufand pounds, 
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equally repugnant. But the evidences were fo ftrong 
-againft him, that the firft Judges having begun the 
hearing of a trial for monopoly in which he was involv- 
ed, reterred the matter to the Parliament. This no- 
bleman had jobbed to advantage in the Quincampoix- 
fireet; and, in order not to lofe the immenfe profit 
he had made, as he could not realize in money, he 
had entered into the fcheme of converting his paper 
into fine {pices, and of fecuring to himfelf, by another 
-Jucrative trade, a further increafe of riches. He had, 
as is ufual in fuch cafes, borrowed the names of other 
perfons, who were taken up, and betrayed him. 
6 Fp, , Phe Princes and Peers were met to hear the 
ae charge of the Attorney General. The indig- 
731+ nation ran fo high, that they were alreacy 
voting to feize upon his perfon, when Marfhal Villeroi 
faved him, by demanding that he fhould be previoufly 
heard. This Peer was, accerding to appearances, 
interefted in favour of the accufed: he knew that in 
criminal matters the great point was to gain time. The 
Duke de la Force, fummoned to be heard, delayed 
On pretence of etiquette ; he refufed to pull off his 
{word before the Parliament, alledging, that the Coun- 
fellors who were accufed in the fine manner, kept 
their gowns on. ‘This conteft was previoufly to be 
fated 
But the circumftance that will make it very difficult 
to perfuade pofterity of the Duke de Ja Force’s inno- 
cence, was the violence he ufed to prevent juftice 
from obtaining the proofs it might seb a of his crime 
in the neighbourhood of his houfe. e was ordered 
to appear perfonally, on account of this new offence. 
‘This was of little confequence to him, if he fucceeded 
in the effential point ; which was to delay, to excite 
divifions between the Peers and the Magiftrates, and 
even to occafion a feparation between the former. The 
fuccefs went beyond his expectations, and there was 
a decree of appeal to the Council. ‘This occafioned 
oP ais remonftrances from the parliament, the model 
of many others that have fince been made upon the 
fame fubjeét. In thefe firftof the kind, they had the 
advantage 
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advantage of fpeaking in the name of three Princes of 
the blood *, and in that of the great number of Dukes 
who had not feparated themfelves from this Company. 

The Court yielded to thefe prefling remonftrances ; 
but, preferving ftill the arbitrary power, which gra- 
dually became the fole principle or goverriment, they 
fent back the caufe of the Duke de la Force to be 
tried before the Parliament, as by permuflion ; a fnare 
which the latter avoided, by regi‘tering the caufe with 
certain reftictions. This caufe lafted feveral months 
longer, and the illuftrious perfon accufed had all the 
Teifere to form intrigues and to clear himfelf. A flight 
ftain was however fixed upon him, inafmuch as the 
intervening decree fignified, that the Duke de la Force 
avould be experied to ad with mare circumfpection, and to 
behave himfelf in future in an irreproachable manner, 
fo as became his birth, and his rank of Duxe and Peer. 
His agents were more feverely punthhed, lefs, un- 
doubtedly, on account of their fuppofed monopoly, 
which was part of their trade, than for having brought’ 
In queftion the honour of a great nobleman; whom, as 
inen, the Magiftrates could not avoid finding culpable, 
but whom, as Judges, they could not condemn: at 
Jeaft fo we ought to think for their credit. The Duke’s _ 
accomplices were a Mr. Orient, who had been received 
a freeman of the Grocer’s company, and who was the 
pretended purchafcr of the merchandize faid to belong 
to the Chevalier de Landais, who was the real repre- 
fentative of the French Peer. ‘The firft was cenfured 
and deprived of his freedom, and the fecond was ad- 
monithed and condemned to pay fix hundred livres * 
damages and intereft, and to fatisfy all the cofts; as 
alfo was Bernard, Secretary to the Duke de la Force, 
and du Parc, his brother. ’ 

The fecond illuftrious culprit, whofe caufe was 
brought before the Chamber of the Arfenal, was M. 
ge Blanc, Secretary for the war department. ‘Towards 

| the 


“* The Duke of Bourbon, the Count of Charolois, snd the 
Prince of Conti. | 
t Twenty-five pounds 
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the end of the reign of Lewis XV. when the depreda- 
tions of Minifters were muluplied to excefs, it was 
anuch wifhed that one of them, after the example of 
Enguerrund ¢, fhould fuffer, in order to deter the reft. 
A Court has been heard to fay to a King in its re- 
monftrances, Si; it would be of very great ufe, if Mi- 
ni fters who betray their trufi were to be punished t. And 
erhaps the chaftifement of this one might have faved 
Pence from many evils. 
M. le Blanc, already called to account by the Cham- 
ber of Juttice before he became. Minifter, was removed in 
the month of July, was arrefted in November, 
1722. and confiied in the Baftille ; aud from an evident 
and fhameful collufion he was not brought 
to trial, ull after fome Paymaflers of Pravinces, Town 
Majors, and M. le Jonchere, Paymafter General of 
the arniv, who were all accvfe2 gt rrauds and malver- 
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fations, had been made prifoncrs. With refpe& to M. 
Je Blanc, fome confiderable fums were in queflion, of 
which an account was deinanded from hyn, and which 
he pretended to have difpofed of only according to the 
Regent’s orders. 

"Lhe fortunate circumftances that attended the accu 
fation, contributed not alittle to exculpate him ; and 
the length of time was efpecially of great fervice to 
him, for his trial lafted neartwo years. He was fet at 
liberty with the Count and the Chevalier de Belleifle, 

and MM. Moreau de Sechclles, who were joint- 
+ May ly accufed with him. Some memoirs of the 
1725. times affure us that he juftified himfelf fully. 

An author *, who is rather inclined to fatire 
than to indulgence, fpeaks of him in the following 
manner. 

** M. le Blanc had juftly acquired a preat reputati- 
¢ on; and his merit, his experience, his affability to 

“ military 


F Miniter of Finances, who, according to Hutin, was hanged. 
in c.c, under Lewis X. All the hiftorians tpeak of Lim as bee 
‘lug iumoceot. 

t See the -emonftrances of the Parliamen’ of Peovenc:, of the 
aOth of Febsuary ro71, p. 22. 1 2. 

* The author of ** Anecdotes ef Berka.” 
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« military men, and above all, his misfortunes, made 
him long regretted.” 

In a word, the circumftance that ought to have fi- 
lenced all his enemies, and to have proved his inno- 
cence to the public inconteftibly, was his reftoration to 
that poft in the Minifiry, which he occupied at the 
time of his difgrace. 

‘The fall of the fyftem had occafiond other finifter’ 
events, fuch as the difmiffion of M: d@’Argenfon, and 
the banifhment of the Parliament to En It feems - 
that the difgrace of one was merely an affair of humour 
and conveniece, and that of the other a piece of re- 
venge of the Regent's, for having been tiken fora - 
dupe. He loved the Keeper of the Seals; but that 
head of the law was not agreeable to the haan Tn the 
crifis hisR.{1. now cxperienced,it was neceflary he fhould 
be reconciled to the people; and he imaginec he had 
found out the means of effecting this, by recalling M. 
d’Aguefleau; a Mayiftrate innately more popular. 
Befides, he flattered himfelf he fhould thus 
gain the favour ofthe Parliament, by obtaining 7 Sune 
their approbation of the meafvres he was tak- 1720, 
ing to raife the bills. But thisCompany, which 
had opp fed fo ftrongly the fatal blow given to the 
Bank, by a new contrariety, would not concur in its 
re-eftablifhinent, whether it were that they had found 
out their error, or that they coneeived the remedy te 
be worfe than the difeafe. 

The tranflation of the Parliament to Pontoife, by 
virtue of letters de Cachet of the aift July, was execut- 
ed with a great deal of parade. The Firft Prefident 
was guarded in his room by an officer, and two centi- 
nels were placed at his doorto prevent any one from 
{p-aking to him. The troops of the Houfhold were 
or.icred to keep themfelves in readinefs to march in cafe 
of.neceflity. Patroles both on horfeback and on foot, 
were {cattered in the different quarters of Paris. The 
King’s »2ciment, with thofe of Champagne and Navar- 
re, were on thelr march, with feveral others, to form 
2 camp in the invirons of Paris of twenty-five thoufand 
men. Precautions which were rather ufelefs, for eve~ 
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ry man was engaged in thinking of his own fituati+ 
on, and paid little attention to that o: the Parliament ; 
who were even reproached with not having prevented . 
the evil, by oppofing it in its origin. 

The pleaders were thofe who fuffered moft from 
this exile ; m vain did they flock to Pontoife, nothing 
was Cone there; the Counfellors, availing themfelves 
of the liberty given them by their profeffion, would not 
leave Paris. In vain did they threaten to expunge 
from their lift all chofe who did not come there: the 
Jawyers looked upon fome of their brethren, who 
were intimidated by thefe menaces, with an evil eye. 
The Parliament in this city confidered themfelves as in 
the country ; a good table.was kept, high gaining went 
forwards, balls were given to the ladies ; and this city, 
by the expences thefe Gentlemen made there, and by 
the fuite they drew after them, regained what it had: 
‘oft in Bank bills. 

By a fingularity which will not fail to ftrike the 
philofophic reader who reflects upon events, it hap- 
pened that this fame Chancellor, who was recalled to 
footh the Parliament, marked his reftoration, on the 
contrary, merely by figning thefe monuments of their 
difgrace and profcription. It is true he refifted at 
frlt ; he reprefented that it would be calling in quef- 
tion his attachment to the laws and the magiftrature ; 
and he threatened to retire: a week was allowed him 
to confider of it. Fréne, his country feat, was rather 
a fine {pot ; but he preferred the capital. At the ex- 
piration of the fatal term, he figned whatever was re- 
quired of him; and fame ludicrous ae of Paris 
wrote upon the gate of his hotel] thefe holy words, 
Et homo fadue eft ; the application of which was very 
humiliating. 

Befides, the Parliament foon put themfelves in a 
fituation not to have any reproach to make .to him ; 
ghey relaxed in a fill more fhameful manner, and, 
fearing that they fhould be exiled to Blois, where they 
where threatened to be transferred, the regiftered 
many things they had before refufed, re{pecling the 
Bank bills, under the Secret convention that they sa : 
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be reimburfed in {pecie for all the bills which they held, 
An arrangement of fuch a kind was not, without doubt, 
the open act of the whole Company. Itis well kown 
that in public affemblies, though the moft depraved, 
though even fuch as where a Cartouch or Mandrin 
prefides, honour, prepiys and difintereftednefs are 
conftantly fpoken of; but all bodies are moved by 
fome chiefs or by certain members, whofe genius gives 
them an afcendant over the reit. Thefe are firft 
brought over, and the Court becomes nmiftrefs of the 
fuffrages which their eloquence attracts, oftentimes b 
making a beaft of the good of the ftate, and of their 
patriotifin. “Ihe Parliament was reftored on the 2othk 
of December 1720. | 

It was then that M. d’Agueffeau found himfelf frm- 
ly feated in his dignity, and M. d’Argenfon, who had 
flattered himfelf with the hope of regaining the feals, — 
loft fight of them entirely. Although his difgrace was 
accompanied with many marks of ciitinétion ; that he 
kept the title of Keeper of the Seals ; that he was at li- 
berty to attend the Councils whenever he pleafed ; 
and that the Regent, though he removed him from his 
pott, did not withdraw his efteem and confidence from 
him, but continued ftill to confult him in all matters 
of importance, yet he was not able to bear the change. 
That man, whofe mind was fo firm, who. had expect- 
ed this revolution, who had often faid that the honours 
of thofe times were merely tranfient honours, expe- 
rienced the fame fate as mott perfons of the fame kind. 
His philofophy abandoned hun; he could not bear vu 
againft chagrir ; but fell into a languifhing difeafe, 
and died at the end of a year. The hatred 
of the populace of Paris was roufed atthe 8 April 
fight of his corpfe, which was conveying to 192% 
the church of St. Nicholas du Chardonneret, 
where the burying-place of his fannly was. ‘Lhe. tu- 
mult was great ; his corpfe was very near being. pull- 
ed to pieces. and his two fons, wne were foliow:ng the 
funeral provtflion in their coaches, were obliyea to 
moke their efcape. This fury proves, that, actwiih- 
ftanding the zeal ef fome apolozifis in “defending M. 
' Vou. I. E, a Arcenfan 
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#’Argenfon, for having ever been concerned in the 
fyftem, yet he was confidered as one of the auihors of 
at, and that if he did oppofe it, it was too late, and 
when the evil was irremediable. We muft however do 
him the juftice to fay, that he favoured the fyftem 
merely as a politician, and not as a vile mercenary ; 
and that he did not only avoid increafing his own 
riches by this infamous method, but alfo prevented his 
children from enriching themfelves by it. He faid 
with the Plalmitt, Oleuwm peccatoris non impinguet caput 
meum. 

All thefe private cataftrophes, the confequences of 
the fyftem, were nothing in comparifon with the ge- 
neral cataftrophe of the kingdom, almoft ruined, and 
at the brink ot deftruction. It was neceffary to relicve, 
as much as poflible, millions of unhappy perfons, dy- 
ing with mifery, with this paper in their hands. We 
have calculated, that all the property brought in at 
the general vifa, exclufive of the fhares of the India 
Company, amounted to two thoufand two hundred 
millions*. We fay brought in, becaufe many perfons 
obftinately refufed to undergo this review, and that 
madinen were ftill found giving a value to the psper 
ugh it was cancelled, notwithftanding the repeated 
prohibitions iffued to negotiate it in this ftate, even 
' under penalty of a fine f. 

Thefe two thoufand two hundred millions, by the 
/perations of the vi/a, had more than 500 millions { 
taken off from them, of which the State was. dix narg- 
acd: therefore, there were feventeen hundred millions § 

of 


“& Upwards of nincty-one millions and a half fterling. Accord- 
ing to the verbal procels of the rith of September 1722, they 
amounted to twenty-two millions [“* near one million fterling’} 
4nore. 
+p OF three thoufand livres [one hundred and twenty-five 

ounds.} There were itock-jobbers in 1722, who ftill gave fixty 
Tires (two pounds ten fhilliags] in money, for a bill of ene thou- 
fand livres [above fSity pounds] and from fixty, to fixty-fivs livres 
{between two and three pounds] fora fhaic in the India Company, 

} Five hundyd ind twenty-two millions of livres [near twenty- 
one millions fterling.] , 
'§ Upwards of feventy millions fterling. 
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of this property remaining to be paid off, certificates 
for. the liquidation of which were delivered, which 
were to be difcharged to their value in fpecie. 

Montreur le Pelletier de la Houflaye, appointed 
Comptroller General after Mr. Law, that ts to fay, at 
the moft troublefome and moft critical period France 
had ever experienced, made a report to the Council of 
Regency, in which he demonftrated the impoffibility 
of anfwering the engagements made with the al 
new creditors. He made a propofal to create to the 
amount of forty millions * of annuitics, charged. upon 
the Ho:el de Vitle at Paris, and upon the taxes; or 
to receive the liquidations of offices created or to be 
created ; or to proceed in any other manner, that fhould 
prevent much money from being drawn out of the 
King’s coffers. Such was the form of this bankruptcy ; 
more protracted, more coftly, and more burdenfome, 
without doubt, than that propofed at the beginning of 
the Regency. : 

Thus it was, that Lewis XV. approaching to majo- 
rity, was beginning, under finifter aufpices, a reign 
which was to terminate in a no lefs fatal ‘manner. 
‘The difference indeed is, that at that time the misfor- 
tunes of the State could not be imputed to him. The 
Prince feemed rather to promife fome happy difpofi- 
tions, for his t'me of life. Though the delicacy of his, 
conftitution prevented his particular application to 
ftudies that require a certain degree of attention, yet 
in 1718 there appeared a book. entitled, Cuwr/e of the 
principal rivers in Europe printed uncer his name, as 
if compofed by him, of which fifty copies were worked 
off, and which the Courtiers eagerly difputed with 
each other. It is faid, that M. De Lifle, his inftruéter 
‘In this brarch, had given him a great deal of afliflance. 
The pupil, however, muft have had fome fhere in it, 
to have given reafon to adulators, to flatter him up@ 
this fubjec&t. In reality, M. de Voltaire obferves, in ; 
his panegyric of him*, that this tafte led the King to 

2 ne 


* Above one million and a half fterling. 


+ Elogium of Lew: XV. pronounced at a meeting of the Ace- 
dicmy, oa the sth of May 1774. 
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fore knowledge in Aftronomy, and Natural Hiftory. 
His external graces began alfo to unfold themfelves, 
and when he was no more than ten years of age, he 
danced upon the theatre of the Tuilleries, with feve- 
ral young Noblemen of his Court, in the comedy of 
the Inconnu, where he was much admired. 

He alfo fhone in an exercife more worthy of himfelf. 
In order to reduce to praétice the military leftons that 
‘were given to him, a camp was formed at two leagues 
from Verfailles, where a fort was befieged, and a 
fham fight inftituted. The Prince was iaiely de- 
lighted with it; he was not a meer fpectator, but put 
himfelf at the head of the befiegers, and by the ar- 
dour he fhewed, one would have imagined that he | 
one day, would have become a warlike monarch. 

At length he began to difplay an exterior of Ma-~ 
‘jefty, in his audience of Mehemet Effendi, Amba flador 
from the Porte, which, at the fame time, afforded a 
fpectacle proper to amufé his infancy ; and this was 
certainly the object of it, rather than that given out 
to the public; which was to affure the King, that, at 
his confideration, his Highnefs would take under his 
protection, the Friars of Jerufalem, and that he had 
given orders for the repairing of the monaftery, and 
the church of the Holy Sepulchre. His Majefty was 

® Jefs ftricken with thefe affurances, than with the pearls 
. and jewels, which {parkled on every part of the Muf- 
fulman’s drefs. 

It is well known that his judgment was always 

- found. He had entered into the Council of Regency 
fince the year 1720, and had the prudence to keep 
filent. The year following, he fpoke there for the 
firft time. M. d*Armenonville had juit been reading 
to him, a letter from he King of Spain, in which that 
‘Monarch acquiefced in the marriage of the Infanta his 
daughter with Lewis XV. The Regent then told his 
Majefty, that it was neceflary he fhould explain him- 
felf. ‘The King anfwered, that he gave his confent 
with pleafure, and that he was fatisfied with the al- 


liance propofed, 
| — But 
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But without opening his lips, his filence was even 
then expreffive. When his R. H. brought to the King 
the news of M. d’Agueffeau’s fecond dilmiffion, and 
prefented his fucceffor to the Seals, his Majefty looking 
at them with a melancholy countenance, made them 
ain perceive, that he was not pleafed with the 
change. 

He anfwer to the Regent, on the day of his majori- 
ty, did not lefs furnifh a proof of his averfion for feve~ 
rity, and could not but excite favourable uapreionys 
of the goodnefs of his heart. His R. H. in refigning to 
him the reins of the government of his kingdom, which 
was in good order, and delivered from a contagious 
malady *, afked what orders it would pleafe his Ma- 
jefty to give refpetting feveral particulars, and efpe- 
cially with regard to his fubjects banifhed. on account 
of Ecclefiaftic affairs. His Majefty faid, that he had 
bani /hed nobody. 

Neverthelefs, the continuance of the fame. letters 
de Cachet, which proceeded with greater violence than 
ever, and lafted to the end of this reign, might induce 
us to think, that this was nothing more than fimplicity. 

He alfo difcovered a great deal of fenfibiliry upon 
occafion of the difgrace of the Marfhal Duke de Villeroi, 
his Governor. 

Six months before the majority of the King, the 
Regent had declared publicly, that it was time to inform: 
his Majefty of the affairs, and fecrets of State, and — 
that he would take that care upon himfelf. He had 
even explained himfelf in private with the Governor, 
telling him, that he meant to ftudy every morning 
with the young King. On the tenth of Auguft, hav- 
ing defired his Majefty to go along with him into his 
clofet, Marfhal Villeroi endeavoured to accompany his 
Royal Pupil, faying, that he could not lofe fight of fo 
facred a depét. ‘Fhe Prince was fo much offended at 

| E 3 this 


* A merchant fhip arrived from Sydon to Marfailles, had 
brought the plague with it, in 1720. It occafioned great ravages 
during nearly two years. Lines had been eftablifhed in different 
Provinces to prevent the communication, Thefe had juft been 
reraoved at the end of 1722.. 
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this miftruft, that he punifhed the Governor with ex- 
ile, and fubftituted in his room the Duke de Charott, 
who was demanded by his Majefty, on the abfence of 
the former. : , “s 
This proceecing was the more hold, as Marfhal 
Villeror’s condu@ was authorized, by what had hap- 
cee to hisfather. ‘That Nobleman, in his time, had 
een Governor to Lewis XIV. Ann of Auftria, then 
Regent of the kingdom, had one day fomething par- 
ticular to communicate to the King, the old Marfhal 
was going to withdraw, out of refpeét; when her 
Majefty faid tohim; Stay, Sir, fince I] have intrufted 
you with the education of the King my fon, there ts no 
Secret for you, and you ought never to lofe fight of his 
perfon. ‘This affair was fully fufficient to give occafion 
to the renewal of thofe atrocious fufpicions, fo often 
Yumoured in public, againft his R.H. The precipitate, 
and voluntary retreat, of the former Brfhop of Frejus, 
on thefame day, feemed to involve him in thefe re- 
orts, | | 
‘Vhe King cried, and was fo much vexed, that he 
broke the windows: he would neither cat nor fleep, 
when he found himfelf deprived of two perfons to 
whom he was accuftomed. This determined the Duke 
of Orleans not to give way to his refentment againft the 
Jatter, whofe flight, as itt feemed to be, produced a 
full worfe effet. He therefore ordered him, to return 
inftantly, and refume his fun@tions. ‘The Bifhop com- 
plied, and by that means, according to appearances, 
fecured to himfelf the great fituation, to which he was 
afterwards raifed. E 
Since that time, the young Prince did not difclofe 
any part of his charaéter till at the ceremony of his 
coronation, the vain pomp of which we fhall not.de- 
fcribe. We fhall only cbferve, asa circumftance tll 
that ume unknown in our hiftory, that the ffx lay Peers 
of France, were reprefented by fix Princes of the blood. 
When the young King went to Rheims to be crown- 
ej, on the day of the ceremony, which is verv long, 
they gave him in the morning, according to an antient 
cuftom, founded no doubt upon a permiffion from the 
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Pope, forne broth to take, though he was to receive 
the facramient, and thatthe diftipline of the church 
requires, one fhould be fafting for this. purpofe, He 
retufed to take any, notwithftanding the intreaties that 
were mace, and the example of his predeceffors, which 
was mentioned to hin. ie faid, he chofe rather one 
fhould read if his hiftory, that, he had refyfed to take 
any thing, before his approaching to the Holy Table. 
This ftroke fhewed how much he was, even then, 
nore attached to thé letter, than to the fpirit of religion. 
At the fame coronation, when the crown had beer 
ese on the head of his Majefty, he took it off, and 
aid iron the altar. It was reprefented to him, that 
he ought to wear it:'during ‘the ecremony; he anfwered, 
that he had rather pav the homage of it to him, from 
whom he had received it. J4e was doubtiefs alrea’y 
lmpreffed wi.h that maxim, which he has fince difclot- 
ed with fo much feverity, at the mene of Parliament, 
on.the third of March 1766: that he held his crown 
only from God, i 
_ The King, at his return from Rheims; made fome 
ftay- at Villers-Coterets, where the Duke of Orleans 
gave hima fuperb entertaisment. All his Majefty’s 
train was treated in a fplendid manner, as well as the - 
multitude of curious people who flocked there, in great — 
numbers. His R.H. carried his magnificence fo far, 
as to caufe thofe whom the caftle cauld not contain, to 
be lodged and treated at his own expence in the inns. 
‘The Duke of Bourbon enjoyed afterwards the fame 
honour at Chantilly, where the feftival, on account of 
the’beauty of the fituation had ftill a greater eclat. 
This gave occafion to fome arch fellow to fay, that the 
river of Miffffipi mult see als have paffed by there. 
It was at thefe feftivals that Lewis XV. for the firft 
time, partook of the diverfion of hunting, for which he 
conceived fo great a liking, that it afterwards be- 
came a paflion, a fury, which age could not even 
abate. ; < 
‘The King having entered on his fourteenth 16 Feb. 
year, the Duke of Orleans went inthe morning 172 3- 
to hislevee, to pay his refpects to him, and. ; 
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tw afk him his orders, refpecting the.government of the 
tat e. . : ; 
Feb, _ Ehis ceremony was followed by another of 
BBO ES ‘greater eclat, the meeting of a Bed of Juftice, 
in which his Majefty announced his majority, and faid, 
he was come {to his Parliament to declare, accordin 
to the law of the State, that he would heacetorwasd 
take upon himfelf the government. Afterwards, the 
Duke of Orleans being prefent, he thanked him for his 
care ;-intreated him to continwe it, and te affift him: in 
the important adminiftration of his kingdom. At the 
fame time, his Majefty confirmed the Cardinal Dubois 
in the office of Prime Minifter. OO 
We have feen the beginning of this fortunate man’s 
rife, which proceeded flowly, face it was only in 1716, 
that is, at fixty years of age, that he was made Coun- 
fellor of State. But when ence he was got into the 
track of preferment, he loft not a fingle inftant. In 
1717, after having figned at the Hague, in quality of 
Ambaffador Plenipotentiary, the treaty of the tiple 
alliance, he was made public and. private Secretary. 
In 1718, he concluded at London, the famous treaty 
for @ general peace throughout Europe: At his return, 
‘. he was intrufted with the department for foreign affairs. 
He was created Archbifhop of Cambray in 1740. It 
was upon this occafion, as he was defiring the perfon 
who confecrated him, to’make him previoufly pafs 
through the orders of Prieft, Deacon, Sub-Deacon, 
the four Minor Orders, and the Tonfure, the officiating 
Clergyman, tired out, exclaimed: Mu/ft not you go 
through the ceremony of baptifm likewife ? It is faid at 
leaft, that this was the fitft time he ever received the 
Sacrament. Mafitilon was the perfon wo was mean: 
enough to confecrate him. When the latter came to 
afk his /icet of the Cardinal de Noailles, his Eminence 
expreffed his farprize, that a facred orator, who had 
faid fuch fine things, fhould fubmit to fo infamous en 
act. Pope innocent XII. placed the new,Asehbithop 
in the rank of Cardinals the year follg@eig ; and ‘he 
fignified, that he had honoured that Prelate with the 
, purple, not fo much on account of his perfonal merit, 
ea) | however 
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however eminent that might be, as for the fervices he 
had rendered the Church, to the peace of which, he — 
was one of thofe who had moft contributed. We fhall 
now give an account of what this pretended peace 
was. 7 | 
Since the ambiguous letter of the Regent, upon the 
affairs of the times, which the Janfenifts had at firft 
confidered as favourable to their party, though it ap- 
peared upon explanation, that the author had no de- 
fign but to deceive them, they continued lofing more 
and more of their credit with his R. H. That Prince, 
in order to reftore the equilibrium, thought it néceflary 
to favour the adverfe party, and at laft to bring about 
union and peace between the two. He charged the 
Archbifhop of Cambray with this negotiation. The 
Archbifhop’s firft care was to make himfelf thoroughly 
acquainted with the matter, which had before occupied 
the leaft of his thoughts. In confequence of this he 
held frequent conferences with the chiefs of both par- 
ties. The cardinals de Biffy and de Rohan were -the 
principal fupports of the Conftitution. One of them, 
aman of wit-and learning, intimately conneéted with 
the Jefuits, was, as well.as the Bithop of Chartres, 
the moft zealous promoter of the perfecutions carried on 
by thefe Fathers againft their adverfaries. ‘The other, 
of a moft illuftrious family, great Almoner of France 
and Bithop of Strafbourg, was poffefled of that kind of 
genius which penetrates the mott abftract truths, almoft. 
without ftudy and without application. He fpoke 
moreover with a precifion, a clearacts and with gra~ 
ces which the Cardinal de Polignac could only have 
contefted with him. ‘The Cardinal de Noailles, of a 
very powerful family, and perfonaily much beloved 
by the Parifians, was the oun Prelate from whom the 
Opporients really derived any confideration. It was 
reckoned that by drawing him from them they would 
be fo much weakened, shat they might be afterwards 
treated at pleafure, without apprehending any difa- 
greeable confequences. But the difficulty was to de- 
tach him from them. He entertained a deep refent- 
ment of the injuries committed by the Jefuits. He 
oe E 5 was 
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was befides very irrefolute. In a word, as appellant 
and re-appellant, how could he get over fuch embar- 
raflments ¢ Neverthelefs, the dexterity of the negotiator 
found out a falvo, in order not to fhock the pride of 
his Eminence. He agreed to accede to the Conftitution ; 
but almoft two years elapfed before he kept his word. 
The Pope was the perfon moft. difficult, and yet 
moft siecetlany to be managed. Author of the famous 
Bull Unigenitus, he was attached to his own work. 
He was lorry to fee that it was not regiftered; his in- 
dignation was raifed at the obftacles it experiénced ; 
he required a pure and fimple acceptance of it, and 
would hear nothing about explanations. ‘The Cardi- 
nal de la Tremoille was charged with the troublefome 
commiffion of negotiating with his Holinefs, of which 
he acquitted himfelf as an able man, alternately en- 
couraging and intimidating hin. By this means he 
gained time, and prevented any great flrokes from be- 
ing given. Unfortunately he had a very bad ftate of 
health, which made it neceflary to grant him fome 
afliftance. One would fcarce imagine that a Jefuit 
was fixed upon for this purpefe. Father Lafiteau had. 
been fent to Rome to complete: his ftudites in divinity, 
begun at Paris; or rather, this was only a pretext 
for his removal. His fuperiors had difcovered in him. 
that kind of underftanding that is fit for intrigues, and 
they wifhed he-fhould improve it in the center of poli- 
tics. He made himfelf agreeable to the Holy Father ; 
and this being known in France, it was thought proper 
- to apply to this young favourite of his Holinefs. He 
was flattered with the choice of the Court, and, his 
ambition furnifhed him with greater profpects of fa- 
vour through this channel than by means of his Order, 
he confented to betray the intereft of his fociety to 
pleafe the Regent, at leaft to aét a part which was by 
no means fuitable to his gown ; which excited the dif- 
pleafure of the foctety againft him, and obliged him 
to quit it for a:Prelacy. He was made bifhop of 
Sifteron. 
_ Lafiteau came into France with fchemes of pacificati- 
en from Clement XI. and commiffioned to make pi 
: ae r 
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tal demands. In order to foftenthe Pope, regard was: - 
paid to fome of them. Pofitive orders were given to the: 
univerfity to keep-quiet, and to hold no more delibe- 
rations contrary to the Conffitution. Some records of. 
the Body of Divinity, containing certain conclufions 
which condemned the opinion of the infallibility of the. 
Pope as. heretical and erroneous, were erafed ; and the 
matter was concluded by compofing, In concert with: 
the principal appellants, a code of doétrine as a com- 
mentary to the Bull. ‘The work was long, and it was 
not till.after feveral examinations, changes, foftenings, 
and correCtions, that it was completed ; and ftill it was 
neceflary to gain over the Jefults, who ruled the Bi- 
flops. Luckily thefe Fathers were then divided into two 
factions, diftinguithed by the names of bad andyood in- 
tention.. Father L’AlM@mant, chief of the qwel/-intenti- 
oned, declared himfelf for the code of doétrine, and 
awwas followed by~all his adherents. Among the Prelates, 
M. Languet, Bifhop of Soiffons, fince Archbifhop of 
Sens, known by. -feveral writings which he had pub- 
lithed upon the fubject of the: Con/ftitution, under the 
utle.ofinftructions, had made himfelf a great reputation, 
among. the Conflituents, and was become, as the Re- 
gent ufed to fay, @ deg with a great collar. It wasa 
- matter of confequence to gain him over. He was cull- 
ed up to Court, which he had never feen fince he had 
taken the oaths of allegiance; he could not refift the 
carefles, and particularly the praifes, of hisR. H.; he 
gave hinifelf up entirely to Court favour, and became 
the principal promoter and moft zealous defender of | 
the accommodation ; moft.of the Prelates that were at- 
Paris followed his.example. The Abbé de la-Fare 
J.opits was difpatched’ to get the fignature of feveral 
abfentees, at the recommendation#of Father L’ All- 
-emant. It was then faid, Pee ently Seotah that this 
Abbé was gone to teach the Bifhops-to draw. 
_ Some refufed, fuch as Meffieurs-de Montpellier, de 
Boulogne, de Nimes, de Saintes, who were banifhed 
to their diocefes. The Reétors of Paris made rem@- 
ftrances again{ft this accommodation, to their Archbi- 
fhop, and ufed the fame terms which he himfelf-had 
| f. -merly 
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_ formerly employed. The Sorbonne, notwithftanding 

the een to deliberate, protefted againft-all thar 
might be done. “Thefe obftacles contributed not a lit- 
tle to retard the mandate of acceptance from the Car- 
dinal de Noailles, which was promifed, and did not 
appear. He required the previous acquiefcence of the 
Magiftrature. In order to fatisfy him, a declaration 
from the King was made out, which ordered the per- 
formance and obfervation of the conftitution Unigenitus 3 
and forbade fpeaking, writing, fupporting, or divulg- 
ing any evns againft it, ‘and even appealing to a future 
Council ; and commanded befides, the execution of the 
ordinances of the kingdom, rélative to ecclefiaftical po- 
licy ; and particularly of the edi concerning the fig- 
hature of the formulary: it declared, that the cogniz-. 
ance and judging of the doétrine belonged to the Bi- 
Shops, and enjoined the Parliaments, and other Judges, 
to maintain them in this privilege, and give them all 
the affiftance they might ftand in need of. 

The Parliament of Paris refufing to regifter the de- 
claration, and apprehenfions arifing left others fhould 
follow their example ; it was directed to the Parliament 
of Douay ; whofe concurence lad already been fecur- 
ed: that Court made no hefitation. The Cardinal 
was f{yummoned to make his decree, who ftill avoided it, 
under pretence that a regifter folicited in fuch a manner, 
was in itfelf not valid, and conxld not but produce a- 






bad effect onthe minds of the people. ‘They were de-. | 


termined to pufh his Eminence to extremities, They 
again tampered with the Parliament of Paris, at om 
time in exite at Pontoife, who, far from: beingime 
tractable on that account, were, on, the cont 
contented with again rejecting the declaratior 
‘mitted the: etitions of the appellants in oppofition. 
His R. H. andthe Cardinal Dubois, enraged at this. 
refiftance, had recourfe to the Great Council, with 
wham they were forced to ufe a great deal of manage- 
ment, infinuation, and threats. he Regent was ob-. 
WOxed to attend there in perfon, to require the atten- 
dance of the Princesafthe blood, the Dukes, the Peers, 
sind Noblemen, and to firike anaweinto the Affembly, 
‘by the form of a ceremonial to which it was not accuf- 
-_ tomed. 













Ae, 
ars ee 


OF LEWIS XV. 8% 


tomed. ‘The declaration was regiftered on the 23d of 
September, 1720; and that Court was rewarded, by 
having the right conferred upon them of judging all the 
difputes refpecting the Conftitution, that might fall 
within the jurifdiction of the Parliament of Panis. | 
._ The Cardinal de Noailles was not fatisfied with this 
manceuvre, and declared that his mandate fhould cer- 
tainly not appear, rill after the regiftering of the Bull 
in the Parliament of Paris. A refolution was then ta- 
ken to make ufe of fome means, if not rigorous, at leaft 
mortifying to the Prelate and the Parliament, who 
feemed to ac in concert, for the purpofe of thwarting 
the defigns of Government. A new Council of Con- 
fcience was formed, in which the Cardinal did not 


prefide, and had notevena feat; and, to fupply the .. 


place of the Parliament, they created at Paris a Chamber | 


of Vacation, compofed of the Membcrs of the Council ; |“ 


and, as if this ftep was not fufficiently humiliating, 
they were threatened with a more fevere blow, the re- 
moval to Blois, which we have mentioned before. ‘This 
expedient fucceeded, they agreed to whatever was 
required of them, and, for form fake, were allowed to 
apply fome modifications, under pretence of preventin 
the declarations from affecting the ,Wilimies of the Gar. 
‘Tican church, and the fundamental@@@of the king- 
-dom. The.@rchbifhop of ‘Paris, Srvwis fide in fome 
manner to make a merit of his complaifance to the 
Court, publifhed his mandate as foon as he was affured 
of the refolutions of the Company, by whofe concur- 
rence he was to be determined. 

Though this ftep of the Chief of the Oppofants was 
not very efficacious towards uniting them, yet the Court 
was partly fatisfied, in being thus authortfed to profe- 
cute them as 2 {pecies of heretics, at leaft difturbers of 
the peace of the church; and above all, to give them 
to underftand, that the time of accommodation was . 
paffed, that they-were no longer. of any confideration, 
and that they might return into the common rank of fub- 
jeQs, from whom paffive obedience is required. Here 
the Abbé Dubois difplayed his attiviry. and addrefs. 
He caufed the appeal of the four Bithops to be oe | 


? 
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ed, and declared fcandalous, by a decree of Councif: 
He caufed a circular letter from the King, to be writ- 
ten to all the Chapters, to annul their a¢ts of appeal. 
He charged the Superiors of the Ecclefiaftic Commu- 
nities, to watch over their inferiors, to keep them 
within proper hounds, and to prevent their giving fean-. 
dal to the public, under the penalty of anfwering for 
them in their own names. He himfelf narrowly watch- 
ed the Benediétines, and the Priefts of the Oratory. 
He recalled the members that were perfecuted on ac- 
count of their attachment to the Bull, and on the con- 
trary,’ made ufe of Letters de Cachet againft thofe who 
were moft refractory. He made no lefs free with the 
body of Divines of Paris, and of the Univerfity ; and,. 


. the Profeffor Rollin having, in quality of Rector, made 
an oration, not very confiftent with the views of the 
~ Miniftry, he removed him from his dignity. 


This was, without doubt, more than fufficient to’ 
rocure the pyrple for the Archbifhep of Cambray. 
e obtained at the fame time the. abbey of Cercamp, 


and the fuperintendance of the ports, to fupport his 


new dignity, and was foon after admitted into. the: 
Council. ‘The Cardinals have always claimed a night. 
of fitting nextgggpthe Princes of the Blood, before all 
the other m@agams, and even before the Chancellor. 
‘The Cardinal of Rohan had lately fetygthe example, 
which gave rife to much ftronger repréfentations and 
complaints, on the pretenfions of Cardinal Dubois, 
which were not equally authorifed by his birth. The 
proteftors went fo far, as to abfent themfelves- from. 
Council that fay ; and the Cardinal de Noailles, who 
did not love his new affociate, for having led him into 
that fale ftep, which he regretted, ar a this com- 
pliment as they were going out: TArs day, Sir, will be 
famous in hiftory ; people vill not forget to mention that 






your entrance in Counctl has made ail the great perfons 


of the kingdom defert it. ; 
~The Duke of Orleans and his favourite would not 


have been forry for the retreat of fome of. thefe Gen~ 
tlemen, but their unanimity on this occafion chagrined 


them. it was in vain that they propofed fome ar- 


rangements > 
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would liften to ‘them. ‘The 
dreadful points ette muft furely be of an im- 
portance that isMot to be comprehended by the 
common fort, fince the graveft men, and thofe who are 
moft formed to att.siggn principles, bow down before 
it, and facrifice exMiimmiing to it. Hence it was that 
the Marfhal Duke Villeroi, who foon after got 
himfelf exiled, and his poit of Governor to the King 
taken from him, becaufe he would not leave his Ma- 
jefty alone with the Regent, who came to talk with 
him about affairs of State, did not fcruple on this oc- 
cafion to negleét his duty, and abandon that facred 
al in the Council, rather than fit below the Car- 
dinals. 

Hence it was, that the Chancellor—after having 
figned every thing that was required of hin, againit 
the Parliameat, to whom he owed his fortune, and 
againft his confcience, which dictated the contrary to 
him, for fear of returning again to Frefne—chofe, not- 
withftanding, to go there upon this occafion, fooner 
than degrade himfelf by giving up the pretended 
’ rights of his dignity. - 

The Parifians, and more efpecially the Janfenifts, 
did not look upon this ftep in the fame light ; they 
thought it very patriotic. This difgrace appeared to 
them a glorigys one ; and Miniftry did not fhew lefs 
regard for the Head of the Magiftracy. The Cardinal 
de Biffy, when he went to pafs the Eafter holidays at 
his Bifhopric of Meaux, thought it right to afk Cardi- 
nal Dubois, whether his R. H. would be offended, if 
he paid the Chancellor a vifit. Very far from it, re- 
plied the latrer; Ais R. H. will be very well pleafed 
with it;.andif I were lefs engaged in bufine/s myfelf, 
I fasuld be happy to accompany you to Fref{ne. 

They did not talk fo ferioufly at the Palais Royal; 
—they made a jeft of it. At one of thofe choice fup- 
pers, where the Prince’s favourites were admitted, and 
were allowed to fay all the lively things that came 
into their heads, even upon the moft ferious matters, 
. when they were talking ‘about this event, one Lord, 

after having lamented the vicifitude of human great- 
-. 4 nefs, 
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nefs, on account of thefe feals, fq. much envied, .paf- 


fing fo often from the Chancellor gage loweft Lawyer, 
and returning to him ‘foon after, “@xclaimed, that the 
office of Tipftaff was a thoufand times better ; that 
Mefirs. Pontchartrain, Voifin, dAguefleau, and d’Ar- 
genfon, had all of them hadéiiiaame perfon ferving. 
them in that office, who wi@@H continued to M. 
d’Argenfon’s fucceffor; and that, for his part, if he 
were to run through the courfe of Magiftracy, he 
would ftop at that poft. The Regent laughed, and 
did not fail to enlarge upon this criticifm. 

The Seals were given to M. d’Armenorville, a man 
of a gentle and complying charatter, from whom they 
had no apprehenfions of any trouble on this fubjeét. 
He made-no difficulty of taking his feat in Council be- 
low the Cardinals. As to the Dukes, Peers, and 
Marthals of France, their prefence could be difpenfed 
with ; they were all forbidden to appear there, and 
were at the fame time ftricken off the lift of penfions. 

The old Marfhal Villeroi, who was harfh in his dif- 

ofition, and but little of a Courtier, expreffed himfelf 
in a very indifcreet manner, on the expulfion of the 
Chancellor, and faid, that if he fhould be ftil] alive, at 
the King’s majority, he would take the liberty of repre- 
fenting this injuftice to his Majefty. Whenthe new 
Keeper of the Seals came to pay his ref{geéts to him, he 
anfwered him publicly, J do not congratulate you ; for 
I am perfuaded that you muft be forry to take the place of 
[uch aman as M. a’ Agueffeau.. 

This did not contribute a little to fharpen the Regent 
againft him, who embraced the opportunity to get rid 
of this fevere and troublefome cenfor. 

The people in general were not very well pleafed- 
with the choice of M. d’Armenonville: they had no 
great idea of his capacity ; but this was what the Duke 
of Orleans and his taveurite had the leaft occafion for. 

hey only required perfons who were tractable ; and 
were both of them fufficiently fenfible and enlightened, 
to fupply the defects of thofe who did bufinefs under 
them. Befides, it was hisR. H.’s project, to appoint 
‘Cardinal Dubois Psime Minifter, of which poft he al- 

| ready. 
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ready had allthe power; buthe wifhed firft to make 
him popular abroad, as well asathomie. For inftance, 
the propofed marriage ofthe Infanta with the King, had 
obtained him the good-will and approbation of his.Cas 
tholic Majefty; who, in return, :afked Mademoifelle 
de Monpenfier, daughter tothe Regent, for the Prince 
of Afturias. | Baty fe | 
~The negotiation of this double marriage, had been - 
managed by the price d’Aubenton, Confeffor to the 
King of Spain ; who, by way: of recompenfe, had re- 
quired, that his fociety fhould be reftorei at Court to 
the functions of Confeffor to the King. Accordingly, 
when the Abbé de Fleury defired to be difcharged 
from that employment, he was replaced: by Father de 
Linieries, ‘This Linieres had been for fome years 
Confeffor to Madame, to whqm he had been recom- 
mended by Fatherla Chaife. His quiet character, and 
confined genius, were, in all. probability, the motives 
which determined this choice. By this means, both 
the Courts of Madrid, and of Rome, were gratified, 
without any rifque of confequence, from fuch an ap- 
pointment ; and'the Janfenift party, ever reftlefs, not- 
withftanding all the conciliating meafures employed to 
acify them, were mortified at the fame time. ‘They 
ooked upon this ftreke, as the moft oppreffive that 
could be pene them ; and the Cardinal de Noailles, 
in particular, vented his fpleen upon the occafion, in 
the moft extravagant manner. ; : 
_ Father Linieres came, as it was his duty, to pay 
his refpe&ts to his Eminence, and to afk him for his 
licence : “ You come for your licence, Father,” cried the 
Cardinal, ‘the moment he came in his fight ; “ I can- 
“‘ not give you one ; and I am very glad to notify to 
“* you, in perfon, that I forbid you to confefs the 
“ King. Ecould affign many reafons for my refufal, 
“« but I have at prefent got too bad a cold.” 

Madame la Muarcehalte de Noailles, his fifter-in- 
law, whohad not got a cold, then took up the conver- 
fation, and faid to the poor Jefuit all the harth things 
an enraged woman is capable of faying. The Prelate 
perfifted in: his refufal, even to the Regent, and the 

: King, 
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King, and explained his motivés in a letter, in which 
he endeavoured to prove, that his confcience would 
not allow- him to let a difciple of St. Ignatius take 
charge of the confcience of the.King ; and yet, by a 
contradiction very common among all people who 4re 
guided by the fpirit of party, he fuffered, at the fame 
time, the: Duke of Orleans, and Madame, to have 
penne for their Confeffors. Father Linieres, there- 
ore was obliged to take up his refidence at Pontoife, 
which was in the diftrict of the archbishopric of Rouen, 
and the young. Monarch repaired to St. Cyr, in the 
diocefe an the bLifhopric of Chartres, and here the Je- 
fuit adminiftered the facrament of penitence to hin. 
A brief was foon obtained from the Pope, to permit 
the King to chufe a Confeffor, approved of by the Or- 
dinary, and which declared that bis Majcity was not 
within the jurifdiction of any particular diocefe. As 
foon as his‘Eminence faw that he was no longer of any 
importance, he agreed to every thing that -was requir- 
ed of him. 7 “ 

It muft be owned, that the placing of this Jefuit at 
Court difpleafed a great number of people, even thofe, 
who were not Janfenifts. ‘The Princefs of Conti, the 
firft Dowager, received him very ill. The Abbefs of 
Chelles, aM having <liftened to his tedious compli- 
ment, anfwered him, “ Father, fince it was neceflary 
that the King fhould have a Confeflor of your order, _ 
“ T like you as well as any other in that poft; butI 
*¢ cannot avoid telling you, that] am forry to feea 
*¢ Jefuit there ; for you cannot but know, that I have 
“ no predilection for your fociety ; though 1 confefs 
« mpIb A bea little afraid of them: fo that you fee 
“ Tam atrue Frenchwoman.” ; 
_ The Jefuits, thustriumphant, could not how- 
I722 over carry one point, of which they were at leaft 
as jealous, as of the place of King’s Confeffor. This was - 
the nomination to benefices ; without which, that poft : 
was merely honorary, like that of a Chancellor with- 
out the Seals, In vain did they enter into private ne- 
gotiations for this purpofe. with the Spantsh Monarth, 
under pretence that the party of the Appellants, not- 
" withftanding 
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withftanding every thing that had been done to hum- 
ble them, was ftil! extremely powerful; that the 
su ta method of cena them, was to prevent 
turbulent, or fufpected Ecclefiaftics, from being pro- 
moted to livings ; that this attention required as much 
knowledge of the perfons, as zeal in the caufe; that 
no man whatfoever poffeffed the former, equally with 
a Jefuit, ‘by his, correfpondence with the different 
branches of his order, diated all over the kingdom ; 
and as for the latter, the fociety had given fo many, 
and fuch ftriking proofs of it, that tt would not be call- 
ed in queftion. 

The fecret practices of the Jefuits were powerfull 
feconded by the Nuncio; but the Regent and Cardt- 
nal Dubois had no reafon to acquiefce in fuch cxorbi- 
tant pretenfions; their objeét was to deprive the Jan- 
fenifts of the power of being troublefome, but not to 
crufh them, or to’ deftroy the equilibrium, by giving 
too much weight to thejr enemics. It was in thefe 
circumftances, that his R. H. to give more 
force to his refolutions, thought properto 22 Auguft. 
declare Cardinal Dubois Prime Minifter. 

Among the compliments his Eminence received upon 
this occafion, that of the Abbé Dubois, his brother, 
Canon of St. Honoré, was much taken notice of. He 
wrote to him, ‘“ that the new dignity to which he was 
“ yaifed obliged him to redouble his prayers to God, 
“ that he might give him the grace to make no ufe 
““ of the power the King had juft intrufted him with, 
“« but for the good of the State, and of Religion.” 

The mott curious anecdote refpeéting this promo- 
tion, the moft proper to furnith reflections to. a philo- 
fophic reader, and to give an infight into the charac- 
ters of the favourite, and, of his mafter, was a circum- 
{tance paffed at another fupper of the Regent’s. The 
company were indulging themfelves in jefts upon the 
new Prime Minifter ; one of the moft bitter kind fell 
from the Count de Noce: Your R. H. faid he to him, 
‘may make what you pleafe of him, but -you will never 
make him an honeft man. He was banifhed the next 
day. In yain did the Countefs du Tort reproach the 

—- Regent 
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Regent with his weaknefs; the letter de cachet was 
not recalled ; and it was not till after the death of the 
Cardinal, that the Duke of Orleans wrote to the Count 
to return. His note was no lefs fingular than the reft 
of this bufinefs: With the beaft, dies the venom. I ex- 
ped you to-night to fupper at the Palais«Royal. 

Peace being eftablifhed by folid treaties.and advan 
tageous-alliances, the Parliament overcome.and humb- 
led, the Nobles reduced to fubmiffion, and thofe who 
were capable of giving difturbance removed, the new 
Prime Minifter was left at liberty to apply himfclf en- 
tirely to the fettlement of the finances, and to the af- 
fairs of religion. 

He began by re-eftablifhing the annual tax, origi- 
nally known by the name of Paulette, the author of it $ 
by that of the comptroll and regiftering of the ats of 
notaries. -Thefe duties kave been found fo ufeful, 
and of fo much produce, that they»have been conti- 
nued ever fince. The Parliament attempted to make 
fome oppofition to the regiftering of the edict, but 
they found themfelves attacked in a more fenfible part 
than they had ever been before. ‘There was no talk 
of banifhing, or transferring them to another fituation. 
They were threatened with the diminution of their 
powers; they felt that this freke of authority, which 
was favourable to the people, could not but be approv- 
ed of and durable : they entered therefore into a nego- 
tiation, with the Court; a fhameful accommodation 
was the confequence on both fides, and the public 
good was facrificed. In the fame manner this plan, 
after having been carried into execution by M. de 
Maupeou, the only good perhaps that he did during 
his a:iminiftration, has fince.been deftroyed oy a _col- 
lufion no lefs difgraceful, upon the re-cftablifhment of 
the magiftracy. 

Cardinal Dubois brought alfo a confiderable fum of 
money into the King’s coffers, by more ingenious and 
lefs odious means. He laid a tax on thofe perfons 
who had made fortunes at the time of the fyftem, un- 
der the name of poll-tax extraordinary ; and at the 
fame time paid a compliment to their vanity, by leav- 
* 7 ing 
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ing them in fome refpect the honour of this contribu- 
tion, as voluntary and patriotic, particularly in ex- 
empting them from thofe tremendous forms which 
were in ufe with the Chambres ardeates, and which 
were more calculated to enrich the Commiffioners than 
the King. In a word, he caufed a multitude of de- 
crees to be made, all none to-confolidate the ope- 
rations of the v/a, to annihilate the paper currency, 
and, if poffible, to root out evedthe remembrance of 
it. This laft ftroke of defpotifm was one of thofe vio- 
Jent remedies which are not to be reconciled with 
diftributive juftice, but are often productive of politi- 
~cal good. 3 

With regard to omens his Eminence continued to 
declare ftrongly againft Appeals and Appellants, and 
to inake ufe of Letters de Cachet againft the bodies and 
communities that were inclined to give difturbance ; 
he difmiffed from their offices thofe who did not con- 
duct themfelves in them fo fubmiffively as was requir- 
éd ; and, in order* to eftablifh the greater influence 
over all the members of the Clerical body, fecular as 
well as regular, he again put in force, the formulary - 
invented in the reign of Lewis ‘XIV. the figning of 
which had been negle€ted fince his death. [ven all 
the candidates for orders, for degrees in the univerfi- 
ties, or who meant to enter Into religious honfes, were 
obliged to take this kind of cath. 

In adhering to this formulary, it was declared that 
the five propofitions of Janfenius were to be condcmn- 
ed; and as this vague condemnation had given rif2 to 
refinements without end, invented by thot= who with- 
ed to accommodate their confcience to their ambition, 
all opening for equivocation or reftriction was taken 
away, by condemnation both de jure and de fudo, 
and by adding to. the formulary, that the five propo- 
fitions were condemned with regard to the fenfe in 
which janfenius confijered them. The Jefuits only 
were difpenfed from figning an aét, of which they 
were the authors. The Regent had it fo much at 
heart, that he ftrongty prefled the Abbe‘s of Chelles 
to fign it, and upon her refufal, might perhtps have 
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employed rigorous means againft her, though fhe was 
his own daughter, if the Dutchefs of Orleans had not 
interpofed. His R. H. and his favourite neverthelefs 
continued firm in oppofing all the folicitations 
1723. of. his Catholic Majeity, and of the Pope, 
| and in refufing conitantly to reftore to the 
Jefuits the lift of benefices fo much defired; that 
talifman, by which the Fathers la Chaife and le 
Tellier had fo confiderably increafed the power of 
their order. . | | _ 
The Prime Minifter did not neglect, in the mean 
time, to reftore harmony between the Princes, and the 
feveral focieties, with refpe€t to the contefted points 
which remained undecided, till the King’s majority. 
It wasnot long fince the Duke of Orleans appeared to 
have renewed his friendfhip for the Duke du Maine; 
the Dutchefs was not inthe fame difpofition. That 
Princefs, after the was fet at liberty, would have en- 
tered into an explanation with his R. H. but he inter- 
rupted her with thele words, Madam, every thing is 
forgotten, therefore I beg we may {peak no more about it. 
She had preferved a profound refentment, that fhe 
could not diflemble ; but it had no effeét. The Duke 
of Orleans thought proper to fet fome limits to his re- 
fentment againit her hufband; he mate the Prime 
Minitter draw out a declaration, wherein the King 
determined the rank and the honours which he meant 
the legitimated Princes fhould enjoy for the future, and 
pranted them a feat, and a deliberative voice after the 
Princes of the b'ood, and before the Dukes and Peers, 
referving neverthelefs an exclufive right to the firft, 
of paffing along the floor precede. by feveral Usthers. 
‘They were to have, as well as thefe, the falute of the 
cap, with this exception, that the Firft prefident, ad- 
dreffing kimfelf to the Princes of the blood, and pulling 
off his cap, fays, Sir, your opinton—and that to the 
others he was to add, My Jord Duke du Maine, your 
opinion—My cord Count of Torloufe, your opinion ; call- 
ing them by their reipeétive titles, in the fame man- 
ner as the Diikesand Peers. Further, the legitimated 
Princes were to reccive at Court tae fame diftinctions — 
as 
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as the others, except at great fettivals, entertainments, 
or publie ceremonies, when they were not to fit, nor to 
be placed in the fame row. With regard to the Prince 
of Dombes and Count d’Eu, the King granted to them, 


during their life only, the fame rank as to Meffrs. de 


Vendome. i a j 

This formulary of etiquette requires feveral expla- 
nations. - me 

1ft. The floor is that plain furface which is com- 
prehended within the enclofure that 1s occupied by 
thofe who vote in Parliament, at a Bed of Juitice, or 
otherwife: this ae is always empty, and formerly 
nobody was allowed to crate it diagonally to get to 
their feat ; but were obliged to goround. ‘The great 
Condé walking in pain on account of his gout, broke 
through this cuftom, in order to fhorten the diftance ; 
the other Princes foon followed his example, and tt 
became a privilege for all of them. 

ad. With regard to the falute of the cap, it muft 
be remembered, that at the firft fitung of the Duke of 
Orleans in Parliament, after the death of Lewis XIV. 
the Dukes and Peers fet on foot that contett, and pre- 
tended a richt to the falute; but it was decided that 
they fhould wait for the King’s majority, that he might 
Pronounce tpon a peint of that nature ; which was 
determined in their favour, with the diftinétion above 
Mentioned, | : 

3d. The Princes of the houfe of Vendome, natural 
defcen:'ents of Hefty 1V. ranked above all the Dukes 
and Pecrs; and this was the honour that the Count 
of Touloufe’s children were to enjoy ; but their de- 
4fcendents were to have none, except what they were 
intitled to from their rank in the Parliamentary litt of 
Peers. 

Thefe arrangements mortified the legitimated Princes 
exceedingly, and they have ever fince abfented them- 
felves from public ceremonies. o% 

The honours which were accumulsting on the head 
of Cardinal Dubcis cou!d not preferve him from the 
unfortunate end with which he was threatened. He 


had the additional honour of, prefiding in the affembiy . 
of 


* 
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of the Clergy, . which had not been convoked fine® 
the year 1715.3 and which, far from exprefling thei® 
indignation, at feeing fo corrupted a member at theit 
head, made.advances to him, and folicited that favour: 
After having prevailed on them to ey the King a 
atuity of eight millions *, he had likewife the art of 
keeping them within bounds upon matters of religion, 
at dick a dangerous crifis, and of breaking up the af- 
fembly two months afterwards, without any difcuffion 
of that nature, at leaft in public. 

The only two aéts of that afflembly which mark its 
complexion, were the taking away a penfion of eight 
hundred livres + from, Father Alexander, a Dominican,. 
and a celebrated Janfenift, in order to give it to a cer- 
tain Jefuit of the name of Longueval, auther of a very 
indifferent Hiffory of the Gallican Church, and the 
granting a penfion of a Aundred crowns t to a cobler of 
the pari fh of St. Sulpice, who-was faid to be one of the 
mott zealous partizans of the Bull, and to whom the 
making of a great number of converts was attributed. 
The appellants revenged themfelves by a print, in 
which this cobler, whofe name was Nutelet, was re- 
prefented patching together the torn pieces of the Con- 
flitution. The Cardinal de Biffy, and.the Curate of 
St. Sulpice,. were each of them prefenting to hima 
purfe full of money, to quicken his zeal and aétivity ; 
this laft ftroke undoubtedly deferved to be ridiculed. 

The Affembly however thought’it neceflary, before 
‘their diffolution, to lay their fentiments in a more of- 
tenfivle manner before their Sovercign, and to repofe 
their forrows in his breaft. They prefented to him, 
at their audience of leave, a long memorial againft the 
Appellants and the Parliament. In this the Prelates 
afk::d permiffion to bring the former to their trial, and 

"aecufed the latter of being too ready to favour the ap- 
- peals, which they confidered as an abate They were 

told, that they muft fubmit to the King’s declaration, 

which 
+ © Upwards of three hundred and thirty-three thoufand three 
* hundred and thirty-three pounds fterling. 
“— F Upwards of tiirty-three pounds fterling. 
. Twelve pounds tea flullings fterlings 
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which enjoined filence, and that juftice mutt be left to 
take its courfe; and in order to avoid further diftur- 
bances, they were requefted to retire to their diocefes, 
where their prefence muft be of more ufe than at 
Paris. 

By this means they efcaped the uneafinefs of ek 
witneffes to the death of the great Prelate, who ha 
prefided over them. He had been for along time 
tormented with a diforder in the bladder, which was 
looked upon as the confequence of his incon- 
tinency and exceflive debaucheries. It was 1723. 
found neceflary to have recourfe to a cruel 
amputation, of fe alarming a nature, that the prepa~- 
ration got the better of his intrepidity. He was at 
length induced to fubmit toit, by the perfuafion of 
the Duke of Orleans,’ but died the next day, 
aged about fixty-fix. | 10 Aug. 

A day or two before his death, the Cardinal 
had confeffed hinfelf toa Recollet Monk, and thie 
ceremony had not lafted more than half a quarter of an 
hour at moft ; which made the people judge, that he 
only meant to comply with forms, to give this laft proof 
of obedience to his mafter: ‘the Duke of Orleans hav- 
‘Ing reprefented to him, that it was neceffary for both 
their credits, that he fhould preferve appearances. A 

roof of the little value he fet upon fpiritual affiftance, 
is, that he did not receive the Extreme Unétion, on 
account of the ceremonial that is to be obferved in ad- 
miniftering it to a cardinal; -or, if the reader pleafes, 
‘it fhall be confidered as another proof of the importance 
of that etiquette for which a Prince of the church would 
even rifque his falvation. The laft unequivocal fenti- 
ment which he manifefted, was his unabated attach- 
‘ment to the houfe of Orleans. Whatever caufe he had 
to regret life, he protefted that he would have quitted 
it with pleafure, if he could have completed the def- 
truction.(fuch was his expreffion) of the enemies of 
his R. H. ‘ a 4 

We have already gone through the different fteps 
by which Cardinal Dubois rofe to.the higheft honours 
in church and ftate. He was ambitious alfo of thofe 

Vou. I. F that 
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“that are to be obtained by literary talents, and became 
a member of the French’ Academy. Jt was there that 
‘Fontenelle, whofe place it was as Direétor to anfwer 
him, was heard to fay, in addreffing hin upon his no- 
mination to the Cardinalfhip, folicited by fteveral Po- 
tentates, that he appeared to be a Prelate of all the Ca- 
tholic States, and a Mini fter v8 all Courts. And at ano- 
‘ther time: You remember, that my wi/hes called ysu to 
this place, before you were able to bring fo many titles to 
2t3 no one knew better than myfelf that you would bring 
with you thofe which we prefer to all others. 

This Minitter, who followed in every thing the 
fteps of Cardinal Mazarin, did not negleét the care 
-of his fortune, and might have amaffed as much wealth 
‘as he did, if he had had time enough. He left 2,000,000 
livres *, inready money to his heirs. Itis not known, 
whether it was the fame kind of feruple that fuggetted 
to him the defign of making the Regent his reficuary 
“legatee ; but that Prince would not fufferit; he ac- 
cepted only the gold plate, which the Cardinal had 
caufed to be made for entertainments of ceremony. 

He was honoured with a magnificent funeral, and 
veven a medal was ftruck to his memory. On one 
fide was his head, onthe other, a tree blown down by 
a ftorm, with this motto: wifa eft dum fletit minor. 
‘The licence of the age gave him acoarfe epitaph t, 
which was very cifferent, and he deferved them both. 
It is certain, that if we only confider the means by 
which he raifed himfelf, he was a defpicable and in- 
famous man. if we confider the talents he difcovered 
in that fituation, he was atrue ftatefman. The Regent 
found no’one capable of fucceeding him, but himfelf, 
which puts the finifhing ttroke to his political cha- 


awacter. 
, The 


™ Above cighty-three thoufand three hundred and thirty-three 
- speuads, a ae 
| _ f Rome rougit, d’avoir roug) 
Le Maquereau qui git ici. 
Rome’s checks with coafcious blushes purpled weré, 
For purpleing the Pimp, ¢hag’s bury’d here, 
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The moft material event, of the remaining part of 
this great Prince’s adminifration, was the fupprefling * 
the company of Oftend, cftablyjhed by the Emperor, 
and which greatly offended the maritime Powers, who 
exclaimed againft this infraétion of the treaties of com- 
merce, and oppofed it on all fides. It would have fet 
Europe in a flame, and caufed a general war, had it 
not ‘been for the prudence, and firmnefs of the Duke 
-of Orleans. Soon after Charles VI. convinced that 
he had engaged himfelf in an enterprife which was 
above his ftrength, abandoned this defign, and, after 
a few negotiations to fhelter his honour, facrificed his 
hopes for the fake of peace. 

The Duke of Orleans was equally indefatigable in 
fettling the interior {tate of the kingdom ; he tollowed 
ifi all chings the principles of his favourite, who in all 
probability had derived them from his R.H. He 
thewed the greateft firmnefs in affairs concerning reh- 
gion; which he carried to fuch a length, as to order 
Fis daughter, the Abbefs of Chelles, tor whom his ex- 
ceflive fondnefs was known, to difinifs from her family 
iwo Benedittines, who were excluded by let. trs of 
Cachet from holding any office, and who had taken 
refuge with her. He did not fuffer the Parliament 
to interfere in the matter of the affairs of the Cun/fiitu- 
tion, or to take cognizance of the caufes of certain 
Appellants and Re-appellants. Ina word, he took 
care to nominate none but Con/tituents to livings and 
bihoprics, in order to eftablifh uniformity of doctrine. 
He took pains to annihilate the Bank bills, the multi- 
tude of which had been fo immenfe, that, notwith- 
ftanding all the openings made for the circulation ‘of 
them, there remained flill a great quantity of them in 
hand. He fucceeded fo far as to fee the paper entirely 
fuppreffed before his death. | 

The India Company was every day becoming of 
more Importance. This great Prince forefaw of what 
autility to the State it might be to forma coalition. He 


F 2 «gave 


_* That is to Tay, its fufpenfion; fer the entire fuppreffion of it 
did not take place fill feveral years afterwards, as will be feen. 
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gave his whole attention tothis point; and, being con- 

vinced of the fault he had committed, as well as Cardi- 
nal Dubois, in trefting ftrangers with the adminiftration 
of it, he repaired a anew regulation, according to 
which the Dire€tors and Syndics were to be chofen out 
of the members of the Company. He was pleafed to be 
prefent at the firft meeting, holden for the purpofe of 
electing them. Among the number of proprietors 
were, the Dukes de Ja Force and de Chaulnes, the 
Marfhal d’Etrees, the Marquiffes de Bully, and de Laf- 
fay, &c. His R. H. endeavoured by this means to 
reconcile the Nobility to commerce, and infenfibly to 
deftroy the eftablifhed prejudice in France, which ren- 
dered thefe two conditions incompatible. He cortirm- 
ed to the Company, at this meeting, the exclufive pri- 
vilege of felling tobacco and coffee: and the account 
was then prepared, which was fettled on the twentieth 
of November following, amounting to two thoufand 
feven hundred millions *, by which they found them- 
felves clear with the King. 

Since the cataftrophe of Law’s fyftem, the Farms 
General had been under management. They were 
leafed out in the month of Oétober, to a chofen body 
of the higheft bidders +, who engaged to pay the King 
annually 55 millions ¢ ; thefe are the leafes which at 
prefent are raifed to more than 160 millions §. 

This was the laft Minifterial operation of the Regent. 
‘That Prince, though of a very ftrong conftitution, could 
not maintain his health with the exceflive fatigues he 
went through, efpecially fince the death of Cardi- 
nal Dubois: he wanted a fecond felf to affift him, and 
that he had juft loft. Allthe perfons then Minifters, were 

men 


® Upwards of a hundred and twelve millions fterling. 

+ It is fince this period, that the Farmers General have ace 
quired great weight, are become perfons of confequence in the 
‘kingdom, and have at length been looked upon as “ the Pillars 
“ of the State.” The reader will not be forry to fee ‘a printed 
lift, and anecdotes of thefe Matadores of finance, from 1720 to 
thistime. As it is too long to be inferted here, we referve i¢ 
for the Appendix, No. V. = 

{ Upwards of two millions Rerling. _ 

$ Between fix and feven millions fterling. 
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men ofinferior talents, whom his R. H. was conftant- 
ly obliged to guide and inftru&. The Keeper of the 
Seals was no more than a puppet, whofe appearance 
was neceflary, but who was incapable of taking any re- 
folution, of propoling any opinion, or of purfuing any ; 
and equally unable to condué himfelf in that fituation, 
which, befides an unplicit fubmiffion to the orders of 
the Court, requires rigid firmnefs in inforcing the exe- 
cution of them with refpeét tothe Parliament, and the 
Clergy. The Count de Morville, his fon, who had 
paffed from the Marine department to that of foreign 
affairs, though he had a much better underftanding, 
was not fufcienitly acquainted with the train of Min- 
flerial bufinefs, to unravel the different paris of it, to 
. Wreét them without confufion; and to manage them 
with that dexterity which the times required. The 
Comptroller General Dodun, taken from Parliament, 
‘tn hopes of- inducing that Company more readily to 
adopt the plans he might Proper was on that very 
account miore ignorant of finance; and ought to have 
prevented the Government from committing the fame 
fault a fecond time. As for M. de Breteuil, the Se- 
cretary of State for the war department, he was found 
to be very fit for that employment in the time of peace: 
The Count de Saint Florentin, and the Count de 
Maurepas, were at this time very young, and were 
but juft entered into their departments. All the weight 
of affairs fell confequently on the Duke of Orleans. He 
had, however, foynd one perfon who fuited him ; this 
was the fecond fon of the late Keeper of the Seals, fince 
known by the name of Count d’ Argenfon: he had tri- 
ed him in the poft of Lieutenant of Police, and was con- 
vinced of his capacity and attachment; he had juft 
made him his Chancellor, and Keeper of the Seals, 
Prefident of his Council, and Superintendant of his 
houfehold and revenues. When he made his choice 
known, he had applauded himfelf for it, by faying, Js 
will not be faid, that my Chancellor wants either fenfe or 
birth. His intention was to appoint him Comptrol- 
Jer General of finance, but he had not time, 
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On the 6th of December, after giving audience, oa 
going to his clofet, he met the Dutchefs de Phalaris; 
his miftrefs, and faid to her: Come in, I am very glad 
to fee you ; you will divert me with your flories ; I have 
a violent pain in my head. They were fcarcly alone 
before he fainted.away, and remained without fenfe or 
motion. ‘The Lady was alarmed, and called for affi{- 
tance ; none was effectual ; he expired in her arms, 
which gave occafion to a foreign news-paper ma- 
licioufly to fay, that the Dukeof Orleans died, affifted 
by his Confeffor in ordinary. 

Such was the end of this Prince, whofe Regency 
will be ever memorable, for being big with all poffible 
feeds of trouble, and with commotions, which unfor- 
tunately are of too luxuriant a growth In minorities, 
ever fubjeé&t to tumult and agitation: he checked and 
ftifled them, by the meer ftrength of his genius : 
he reftored to the Parliament the right of examination 
and remonftrance ; but while he fuffered them to re-- 
gain their former luftre, he referved to himfelf the: 
meang keeping them within bounds, and of prevent- _ 
ing they making a bad ufe of that dangerous liberty. 

If he were not able entircly to appeafe the fermen- 
tation occafioned by the famous Bull, he prevented the 
difputes about religion from having the fame fatal ef- 
fects they had had in former centuries; he reduced 
themto appeals, mandates, at moft, to fome ftorms of 
{piritual thunder; impotent thunder, almoft as foon 
extinguifhed as lighted *, He curbed the exceflive am- 
bition of the legitimated Princes, and acknowledg- 
ed authentically the nation’s right: in this manner he 
put a ftop toa diffenfion, which had arifen among the 
Roval Family; but in acquiefcing in fact with the 
pretenfions of the Princes, and even of the Nobility, 
he did not relax from the authority, which had been 
intrufted to him, and repreffed with equal feverity the 


fteps of the feveral bodies, which tended to bring. 
queftions 


* This relates to the Apoftolical letters of the Pope, which 
denounced excommunication againft thofe who did not obferve an 
entire obedience to the Conftitution. Thefe letters had no kind. 
of effect, and weye condemned by the Parliament. 
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queftions of too delicate a nature in agitation. He res 
fifted the violent ftorm that Spain was raifing againft 
him, and, by the boldnefs of his poliiics, and of his 
meafures, rot only cifconcerted the manceuvres of that 
Power ; but inftead of a war, which threatened to be 
bloody, long, and to degenerate into a civil war, he nade 
‘ a folid and glorious peace, cemented between the two 
Crowns a friendfhip, which had been rather fufpended 
than violated, and at laft placed his two daughters up- 
on athrone*. If the art with which he conducted this 
negotiation is to be adm‘red,what fhall we fay of his dex- 
terity in fecuring fea and Holland? At the death 
of Lewis X1V. the kingdom remained without allies ; 
the fame fentiments of hatred, jealoufy, and fear, 
which had united all Europe againtt the late King, ftill 
continued; at London, they were profecuting the au- 
thors ofthe late peace, which had been the falvation. 
of France, and their High M:-htineffes had not forzot- 
ten the bumiliations they had received, and the dread-- 
ful fituation they were ence in, when they had no other. 
choice, than the being a prey toa haughty conqueror, . 
or burying themfelves in the fea. It was to be feared, : 
that thefe natural enemies, not well reconciled with. 
France, in their indignation for having been made the. . ° 
dupes of the intrigues of that Court, would avail them- - 
felves of the favourable circumftance of a minority, to- 
deprive them of the power of doing any mifchief for 
the future. At this critical juncture the Regent con- 
ceived, and exccuted the bold proje& cf forming an. 
alliance with them both, in oppofition to Spain, the 
Power he was perfonally moft afraid of. We will not 
inquire whether. his own particular interéft had not 
more fhare in producing this manceeuvre, than the pub-- 
lic good ;. but that the meafure was advantageous to 
F 4 _ the 


* Mademoifelle de Montpenfier, marritd to the Prince of Aftu- 
rias, fince King of Spain, and Mademoifelle Beaujoloi:, whofe. 
contract"of marriage with the Infant Don Carlos, foon after Sove- 
reign in Italy, had been figned the 26th November 1722. She 
fet out f.om F:ance on the 1ft of December, to go to Spain, from 
wheace fhe returaed in 1725, without the marriage having takem 
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the public is certain, and it is but juftice that hiftory 
fhould acknowledge it: 

The deplorable fituation of the finances was another 
caufe of difcontent, which required a remedy. ‘The 
Regent certainly employed for this purpofe a violent 
method, all the danger of which’he had not forefeen. 
At length he alfo furmounted this difficulty, and made it~ 
turn to the advantage of the body politic, which after- 
wards acquired a nore ftrong and healthy conftitution 
from it. 

An Adminiftration of eight years, fo flormy, and yet 
fo conftantly fuccefsful in all its parts, is undoubtedly 
the true touchftone of diftinguifhed merit, and the Re- 
gent will certainly always be ranked among the great- 
eft men who have governed France. 

This Prince was likewife poffeffed of a fpirit of detail, 
which does not always accompany genius, which often 
ftifles it, or which genius defpifes. The firft fixteen 
months of the Regency prefent us with the model of 
a prudent, equitable, and pacific government, fimilar 
to the fucceeding adminiftration of Cardinal Fleuri. 
‘The Regent fuppreffled a number of fuperfluous taxea 
and charges, burdenfome to the. people; and the 
troops were reduced to numbers’ proportioned to 
the want of them. He adopted M. de Vauban’s 
fcheme concerning the land-tax, and made experiments 
for eftablifhing a revenue of the crown, which the 
fubjeéts might voluntarily pay, and which might enter 
the royal treafury undiminifhed. The repopulation of 
the provinces, the culture of the lands, the reftoration © 
of commerce, and the flourifhing of the arts, were all 
objects which likewife engaged his attention; but, as 
there *s no perfeétion in this world, he has been re- 
proached with two vices of confequence in Se aan | 
which have given occafion to numberlefs fatires, with 
which his adminiftration hath been branded. The firft 
is, that he derogated from that maxim, that the word 
of Kings ought to be facred; a maxim which Lewis 
XIV. had never loft fight of, in the greateft calamities 
of his reign: and that he had adopted as a principle 
of government, the fraudulent conduct of thofe as 

efs 
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lefs merchants, who, abufing the credulous confidence 
of their creditors, get rid of them by fhameful methods, 
that ought to lead them. to ens and enrich 
themfelves only by dint of bankruptcies. — _ 

The fecond, is that corruption of manners, of which 
he feemed to make a kind of parade, and the defcrip- 
tion of which, unfortunately too faithful, notwithftand~- 
ing all the embellifhiments of poetry, is to be found 
in thofe celebrated Philippics, that are a fatire, lefs 
delicate indeed, but more energetic, than thofe of Pe- 
tronius; atrue and rapid defcription of the manners of 
the Regent’s Court, fo much the more precious to pof- 
terity, as there is no allegorical veil to conceal the 
perfons from it*. 

It is there feen, that inceft was a mere {port to him.. 
In fae, if lis love for the Abbefs de Chelles, his 
daughter, is not thoroughly confirmed, it is dificult to. 
deny his having been finitten with the charms of the 
Dutchefs of Berri, whofe hands, which were the moift 
beautiful that a woman can poffibly have, had parti- 
Cilarly enchanted him t+. He deplored her death ra- 
ther as a lover in defpair than as an afflicted father. 

If malice, indeed, in the terrible portraits it has 
drawn of this Prince in a hundred libels, had forgotten 
any features, the epitaph made onthe mother of his 

Fos  R.H. 


* This is what. induces us to preferve this piece belonging to 
hiftory, and which hath never yet been printed. We fhall join 
it to the other pieces in the Appendix, N°? VI. 

+ The cuiious preferve a caricature invented on this occafion, 
the fineularity of which requires a defcription. It is in the ftile 
of thofe picturefque rebuffes, with which the Jefuits. amufed their 
fcholars at certain times of the year. The Regent was reprefented ° 
in it wantoning with his daughter, and particularly k'ffing her 
divine hands, which the Princefs puts before his eyes, and pre- 
vents him from feeing what is paffing. In the mean time the 
Count de Riom is placed behind her Roya] Highnefs, in the moft 
diffolute attitude. In a diftant corner of the room, and in the 
fhade, the Abbé Dubois is feen, who obferves all that paffes, and 
‘{miles. Underneath are thefe words in Latin; “ Regens ftultus, 
** Abbas ridet, rideamus quoque.” The fenfe in French, if it does net 
prefent a juftidea tothe cyer, from the fault in orthography, pre-- 
{ents at Ieaft tothe imagination, the proper explanation of this 
fcene. Every body knows that the Count de Riom, the Priacefs’s 
Jever, paffed afterwards for her hufbaad. = | 
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R. H. defigned lefs to bear upon that Princefs than 
upon her fon, would complete them all: Fere lies 
ddlenefs. | : 

Whatever may have been the intention of the law, 
which has declared the Kings of France of age at thir- 
teen years complete, it has been unable to force nature, 
and to bring their reafon to maturity fooner than that of 
other men. The Monarch, therefore, the moft prudent at 
this age, is the one who fuffers himfelf to be governed 
with docility. Such a one was Lewis XV. Since the 
Jolemn aét, which had put him in poffeffion of this 
prerogative, he exerted no will of his own except in 
perfonal matters, which could not affect his people. 
"Thus he ordered his Governor’s bed to be taken out 
of his room, declaring it neverthelcfs as his pleafure, 
that the Duke of Charoft, or, in his abfence, the Sub- 
governor, fhould fleep in his room for three years, in 
the fame manner as had been praGifed at the majority 
of Lewis XIV. For this purpofe a tent bed was put 
up every night in his Majefty’s chamber, and it was 
taken away In the morning. ; 

He determined alfo upon the petition prefented, 
during his minority, to the Regent, by the Firft Lords 
of the Bed-chamber, who demanded a recovery of 
their right of fleeping in the ee Chamber. The 

Duke of Orleans had not chofen to determine 

1724. upon this claim, and the Firit Gentlemen of the 

Bed-chamber have remained in poffeffion of this. 
honour. 

The death of the Duke of Orleans, Prune Minifter, 

~obliged Lewis XV. to explain himfelf ‘on a more deli- 
cate fubject ; and, thinking himfelf too young to un- 
dertake the management of affairs, he put into the 
Regent’s place the Duke of Bourbon, head of the 
houfe of Condé. In this choice, which was not cer- 
tainly the beft he could have made, as he had not ac- 
quired a fufficient knowledge of mankind, to dir@® 
him, fince he yet knew not himfelf, his conduét was 
at leaft content with the rules of propriety. He 
thought it right to intruft this place, the. moft import- 
‘ant of the kingdom, to a Prince of bis own houfe, and 

as 


OF LEWIS ‘XV. 107. 


as they were all young men, he pitched upon the eld- - 
eft of them, who was not, however, more than thirty- 
one years of age. The manner in which his Highnefs- 
had managed and improved his own revenues, not- 
withftanding his youth, a time in which we are chiefly | 
engaged in the purfuit of pleafure, was befides a pre- 
fumptive proof in favour of his talents for the prudent 
adminiftration of thofe of the State ; and rich as he was, . 
it was imagined his attention would not be engaged in 

increafing his opulence. The finances were then in. 
fact the effential part of Government. France was in 
want of a pacific, mild, ceconomical adminiftration, 
which fhould avail itfelf. of the calm produced by the. 
tranquillity of rie i to reftore the kingdom by. 
“commerce, by induftry, and by an infenfible reflux of 
the fpecie, from the exhaufted ftate into which it was. 
fallen. As for the reft, there was no one unacquainted 
with the prodigious difference between the genius of 
the Regent and that of the Duke. The following is: 
the character drawn of the latter, in a work *, the 
author of which though concealing himfelf under the 
veil of fecrecy, is rather flattering than {fatyrical, 
«~ Lefs capable than his predeceflor, but saually ad- 
«© diéted to debauchery, his perfon was tall, thin, and 
difagreeable ; his temper was rough and unaccom- 
‘modating ; he was curious, and fond of fcarce and 
precious things: having a very beautiful wife, upon - 
«whom he did not fet a right value, feeking abroad 
“‘ for pleafures, which he was little able to enjoy, 

‘¢ making a great and magnificent expence on 
We certainly cannot find out, among all thefe qualities, 
any that are proper to characterife a Statefiman. 

The firft a& he did in his new capacity proved, on 
the contrary, how little of a Statefman he was. We 
mean to fpeak of that fevere ediét iffued 
again{t the Proteftan@® and other fettaries, 14 March. 
which forbade them, under the moft heavy 
penalties, the exercife of their religion, injoined them 
to educate their children in the Catholic faith, corfif- 
cated the eftates of perfons returning to the Proteftant 

fuith, | 
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faith, and ftained the memory of thofe who die with- 
out having received the facrament of the church.. 

It would not have occafioned any furprife, if fueh 
an-edict had appeared at the beginning of the reign, 
when the Proteftants of Guienne and Languedoc had 
refufed to pdy the tithes, when thofe of Montauban 
had affembled, when the report fpread of Clergymnen 
being arrived to catechize them, announced a tormak 
defign of refuming the courfe of their exercifes, of their 
preaching and inftructions, and when the Council of 
Confcience, compofed of the members of the Clergy, 
and a¢tuated by that impetuous zeal which confumes 
all that it is concerned in, was eager to fignalize itfelf 
in its firft ardour. . 

Such a conduét, though inconfiftent, perhaps, with 
the notions of a philofopher, who knows that perfe- 
cution only increafes fanaticifm, fpreads it, and gives 
it greater activity and energy,. would then at leaft 
have been excufable in the eye of vulgar politicians, 
from the neceflity of Ls the firft aét of rebel- 
hon, and ftopping their progrefs by exemplary punifh- 
ments: but after eight years of tranquillity and fubmif- 
fion, to put fo barbarous a law as this in force again, 
Is a circumftance that can but give a very bad opinion 
of the narrow views of the Pnme Minifter, and of his 
complaifance for the Priefts. The example of the 
Regent was ftill before the eyes of the people, who, 
even in the troubles we may recal to our memory, mo- 
derated the fury of the Clergy, cenfured the feverity 
of the Parliament of Bourdeaux, and took out of the 

allies fixty-eight of thefe unhappy perfons, to whom 
fe gave full liberty to go out of the eon wherever 
they thought proper. The parallel heightened the 
odium againf the fucceffor. 

Fortunately, before the perfecution, which this edict. 
would have occafioned, was bePun, the States Gene- 

ral, who had then fome influence at the 

31 Auguff. Court of Verfatlles, prefented a memorial 
to the King, to obtain fome mitizations to 

this ediét, in favour of the Dutch merchants fettled in 
France. In order not to make too formal a retracta- 
| uon 


OF LEWIS WV. 109. 


tion in fo fhort a time, it was contrived to 
give a declaration, Zap tes the inhabi- 15 Sept. 
tants of the province of Alface from the ri- 
our of the edi@, inafmuch as their privileges were . 
Panne upon the moft folemn treaties of peace. 
The circumftance that furnifhes the beft proof how 

much thefe rigours againft the Proteftants were dan- 
erous, and might have become fatal, if they had 
ee fin€tly executed, ts the eagernefs of certain 
Powers to avail themfelves of fo grofs a fault in poli- 
tics. ‘The Swedes no fooner heard of this ediét, than 
they haftened to publifh a manitefto, by 
which they invited French Protettants, O.Tober. 
who had any occupation, to go and fettle 
in their country. ‘Thus it is, that fince the revoca- 
tion of the edict of Nantz, the neighbours of France 
have enriched chemfelves, at her expence, with a mul- 
titude of her fubjects, and, increafing their population 
by our lofs, have, at the fame time, acquired a va- 
riety of fciences, arts, and trades, which they had not 
before. It was then thought that internal tranquillity, 
and the ceflation of civil wars, were a fufficient com- 
penfation for emigrations and the lofs of trade. Philo- 
fophers had not yet difcuffed thefe reafonings, more 
fpecious than folid ; it was neceffary that half a cen- 
tury * fhould be nearly elapfed, before the darknefs 
of prejudice was diflipated, and before it was conceiv- 
ed that the reinftating of the Proteftants among the 
body of the citizens, far’ from being injurious to the 
Interefts either of the Church or the State, could not 
but contribute to the honour of the one, and the good 
of the other. 

_ In general, every new tax, or every additional of- 
fice, ts little calculated to render a Minifter agreeable 
‘to the nation; much lefs fo when he has no advan- 
tageous 


* Ic is well known that it hath been for many years an object of 
confideration in France, to give the Proteftants a legal eftablifh- 
meat in that kingdom; it is under M. Turgot, that the Govern- 
ment has taken up new ideas upon this matter: and at the time 


we are writing this (in 1778) the Parliament even feems to have 
opeacd their eyes upon it. 
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tageous operation, or any increafe of glory, to offer as: 

an indemnification. The people, therefore, could not 

but be highly difpleafed with the Duke, for his decla-- 
» ration bearing a tax on the fiftieth part of the revenue 
of all eftates, payable sone twelve years. 

The right of joyous acceflion (joyeux avénement) to 
the crown, which the Kings of France pretended to: 
be due to them, and the ridiculous claim of which is 
contefted, becaufe the Parliaments do not regitter it, 
was already a fubjeét of difcontent. It had juft beea 
eftablifhed by a declaration, given only under the- 
Great Seal, and for this reafon it was colfeéted but: 

flowly and fecretly *. People were incenfed, 

1725. that in the midft of peace another tax fhould 
be added to it, of a fingular. kind; and the. 
Magiitrates not being willing to accede to it, it was. 
neceflary ta have recourfe to a Bed of Juf- 

81h Fure. tice, a formidable apparatus, which was 
| beginning to become very common, ‘The - 
King caufed to be regiftered there, in his prefence, 
not only this ediét of ihe fiftieth part of the revenue, 
but another likewife, denoting the privileges, concef- 
fions, and alienations, granted to the India Company, 
and by which that Company was difcharged from all 
the operattons of the Bank, and all the accounts the 
might have to make up. His Majefty further oAlcted | 
that all the regifters which had been nade for the 
purchafe of fhares, and other operations of the Com- 
pany, during the minority, fhould be burnt. Thefe . 
circumftances difcovered the affe€tion of the Prime 
Minifter for a Company in which he had made fo pro- 
digious a fortune ; all the veftiges of which, it is faid, 
he 


* Inthe. “ Hiftoric Journal of the Fafti of the Reign of Lewis . 
“< XV. furnamied the Bien Aimé,” it is faid that this tax produced 
about forty-four millions [near two millions fterling] in fpecie. 
The wrher has been ill informed. The tax was farmed at 
twenty-three millions [1ear-one million fterltag.] The company 
whe did this bufinefs, got by it, ic is true, forty-one millions 
{more than one million and a half fterling ;] but the collecting of 
it was only completed in 1744, and the accounts were not fet- 
tled at the Chamber, till a few months before the death ef 
Lewis XV, 
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he was defirous of effacing. Such was undoubtedly 
the caufe of the darknefs in which thefe troublefome 
times were involved, and which will always prove an 
embarraffment to an hiftorian, how great foever his 
fagacity. ji : 
The fending back of the Infanta of Spain is another 
event of the adminittration of the Duke of Bourbon, 
which cannot be approved. ‘This infult; committed 
againft a Sovereign, who was uncle to the King, at a 
time when it was effential to be upon good terms with 
him, was fo much the more unneceffary, as it was done 
in order that the King might marry the dzughter of a 
dethroned Prince. In vain was it alledged, that the 
little Princefs was too young, being fcarce feven years 
of age ; that fhe could not therefore be married for fe- 
ver years; and that it was expedient to gray the 
wifhes of the nation, impatient that. the King fhould 
have heirs to his crown. Not only the nation did not 
exprefs the impatience afcribed to them, but they 
were already accuftomed to fee their future Queen 
row up under their own eyes.; they began to take an 
intereft in her, and faw her depart with regret. It 
was confidered as a very bad piece of policy, to forin 
an alliance that could not be of any advantage ; but 
on the: contrary, muft become very burthenfome. 
Certainly, when the Regent, upon King Staniflaus 
having chofen his retreat at Weiflenberg, in French 
Alfatia, anfwered Mr. Sum, Envoy of King Auguftus, 
who was making his complaints to him upon tt, Sir, 
let the King your maffer know, that France has always 
been the afylum of unfortunate Princes, he little expett- 
ed that thé daughter of that fame Staniflaus wuuld 
caufe the expulfion of the Infanta, whofe marriage he 
had projected, and would be feated in her place. 
And Staniflaus, when he found, after his flight from 
Poland, his daughter wandering and deferted, in the 
trough of a ftable, in a village, did not expect the 
brilliant profperity of bis child. The more we ftudy: 
hittory, the more do we experience that we are blind, 
and condutted by a ftill blinder deftiny. Neverthelefs, 
the following, according to conftant tradition, are the 
fecret 
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fecret and incredible fprings, by which this intrigue 
has been conducted. 

King Staniflaus, retired at Weiffenberg, was, as we. 
gave feen by the anfwer of the Regent, under the 
protection of France, and, in order to do honouf to 
him, fome regiments were kept in that oe the of- 
ficers of which formed a kind of Court for him. Among 
thefe was the Count, fince Marfhal d’Eftrées. He was 
at thattime young, handfome, well made, active, and 
calculated to pleafe the women. Staniflaus perceived 
that his daughter had conceived an affeCtion for him: 
one day, he took him afide, converfed with him upon 
the matter, and declared, that although he had no 
hope of re-afcending the throne of Poland, yet he 
doubted not but that he fhould have juftice, and that 
he fhould receive the eftates belonging to him in that 
country ; that this would enable him to give a very 
opulent dower with his daughter, and even intitle her 
to marry fome petty Sovereign ; but that he preferred 
the happinefs of this darling child, to any thing that 
might flatter his ambition ; that he had obferved how 
‘ agreeable the Count was to her; and that he was not 
averfe from beftowing her on him in marriage, if to 
his birth, already illuttrions, he could add fome diftin- 
ne mark of dignity for his potterity, fuch as a 

ukedom, and Peerage. D’Eftrées was ardent, and 
Ina hurry to make his way. Having anfwered imme- 
diately with proper modefty, he acknowledged him- 
felf to be inflamed with a tender and refpectful paflion 
for the Princefs, but that he fhould never have dared 
to carry his views fo high; yet, fince he was encou- 
raged by his Majefty’s goodnefs, he would. endeavour 
to make himfelf worthy of it. He fet off immediately 
for Court, and folicited of the Regent the dignity that 
was required. His R.H. did not love the Louvois, 
and was therefore far from confenting to fuch a pro- 
pofal, under a pretence that d’Eftrées was not a pro- 
per wis to mary a daughter of a Sovereign, though 
an elective one, and deprived of his crown. 

The Duke of Bourbon coming in to his R: H. foon 
aficr this convetfation with d’Eftrées, the Regent, who 

was 


OF LEWIS XV. 113 


was {till agitated with the boldnefs of the Colonel, 
communicated the matter to him, and in the courfe 
of the converfation infinuated to him, that he ought 
to think of this marriage for himfelf; that this alli- 
ance would be perfe fuitable to him, efpecially 
with the expectation of the large poffeffions Staniflaus 
was to recover. TRe Duke love! money, and was 
not averfe to this opening ; but before he concluded, 
he waited to fee what turn the affairs of the fugitive 
Monarch might take. Befides, he was then enthralled 
with the Marchionefs de Prie, his miftrefs; who, in 
hopes of keeping this iluftrious flave more fecurely in 
her chains, endeavoured as much as poffible to excite 
in him an averfion for marriage. In the mean time, 
the Regent died, and the Duke was appointed Prime 
Minifter. This increafe of dignity proved only an ad- 
ditional fpur to the ambition of che Marchionefs, who 
erceived that fhe fhould now govern under him. 
The youth and-timility of the King gave her reafon to 
hope, that this might continue for a long time; bue 
the paffion of ambition is ever reftlefs and attive. 
The Marchionefs was under apprehenfions, that the 
marriage of Lewis XV. with the Infanta, might di- 
minifh the power of the Duke, or at leaft occafion a 
divifion of it; fhe therefore fuggefted the mancuvre 
of fending back the Princefs, and in order to determine 
the refolutions of the Minifter upon this point, fhe 
ropofed to him, that the King fhould marry one of 
Fis fifters, which would neceffarily fecure his. Miniftry 
from any attacks, and would for ever confirm both 
their Mayjefties in his dependence. The Duke found 
the expedient admirable ; but he meant firft to confule 
his mother about it, who had more fenfe than himfelf. 
He was moreover in hopes, that this advice, fo fa- 
vourable to the profperity of his houfe, being fuggefted 
by Madame de Prie, would make that Lady left difa- 
greeable to the Princefs, who could not bear her. 

The Dutchefs of Bourbon, who alfo loved to rule, 
far from difapproving, was extremely pleafed with 
this project ; but reproached her fon with being in- 
debted to a woman for it, and for not having himfelf 

conceived 
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conceived this idea of grandeur. She promifed, how- 
ever, to treat Madame de Ja Prie with more caution, 
and to look upon her with a more favourable eye. 
Her defign was to excite her fon to make the firft eclat, 
by breaking the marriage of we Infanta. When fhe 
faw that alliance entirely diffolved, and no longer en- 
tertained any doubt of the marriage of her daughter, 
fhe refumed with the Marchioneft thofe airs of con- 
tempt and haughtinefs, which had offended her. 
The Marchionefs vowed revenge, and fet about it in 
the following manner: 

“¢ My Lord Duke,” faid fhe, in one of thofe intt- 
mate converfations, wherein they were both weighing 
the deftinies of France, ‘* we have not fettled this mat- 
“ter properly.. The marriage of your fifter with the 
“ King, would undoubtedly be the means of raifing 
“‘ your houfe, but at the fame time would deftroy 
“‘ your own elevation. You have a mother who would 
_ “not fail to maintain the moft abfolute~afcendant over 
“ the future Queen, if fhe be her daughter, and you 
“ought to be the more perfuaded of this, as you 
** yourfelf are fenfible of the power fhe aflumes over 
“‘ you, and know how much difficulty you have to free 
** yourfelf from it. Ithink, that if you mean to pre- 
“ ferve your power, you muft facrifice the glery of this 
“alliance, and marry the voung King meerly to a 
** Princefs, without any advantages befides thofe of 
“‘ birth, and who being indebted to you for her fortune, 
*< will for ever be grateful.” This was plainly point- 
ing out to the Duke the daughter of King Staniflaus ; 
and thus the views of this intriguing Lady were doubly 
anfwered. In the firft place, fhe mortfied the Dutchefs 
of Bourbon, and thwarted all her fchemes of empire; 
and fecondly, fhe was ftriving to confirm and perpetu - 
ate her own power, by preventing the marriage of her 
lover. The Duke readily comprehended her meaning, 
and faw no other motive than an excefs of zeal in the 
Marchioncfs, defirous that he fhould preferve in its 
full extent the quality of Prime Minifter. He adopt- 
ed this plan the rather, asit fuited him very well, be- 
eaufe the character of the Princefs was mild, and good 

onl 
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and her underftanding wéak. He propofed the affair 
in Council, and it met with the King’s approbation. 
It is probable that his Majefty, already fecretly led by 
the ait Bifhop of Frejus, gave his confent only at 
the inftigaiion of that Pclate. who, being more artful 
than the Duke, was already thinking of {vpplantin 
him, and left the Duke to actin favour of his nual 
while he was thinking, only to confirm his own autho- 
rity. Thus it was that Maria, after being propofed to 
a Colonel, and then accepted as a fuitable 

match for a Prince of the Blood, became 4 Svps. 
Queen of the fineft kingdom in the univerfe. 

In the fequel of thefe memoirs, we fhall fee, by the 
fatality that prefides over the affairs of this world, that 
this marriage was the moft fortunate one. which Lewis 
XV. could contraét. But no human prudence could 
have forefeen thjs, and every thing ought, on the 
contrary, to have diffuaded the Prime Minifter from it, 
had he confulted only the interefts of the State. The 
calculations, even, which he and his miftrefs had made 
for their own account were erroneous, and the ftorm 
came from a quarter where they leaft expeéted it. Be- 
fore the ftorm breaks, let us go through the remain- 
der of the principal events, at this period of the reign. 

The reafons which had determined the fending back 
of the Infanta, however they might have been repre- 
fcnted to the King of Spain as neceffary for the quiet 
of France and the tranquility of Europe, yet that Mo- 
narch was not pleafed with them. He knew well that 
the maneuvres of a fhameful intrigue were concealed 
under the appearance of a wife policv; and he was 
apprized of the odious and contemptible caufe of thefe 
manoeuvres. As foon as he was informed of the refo- 
lution taken uponthis fubjeét, he recalled the Pleni- 
potentiaries, and the Congrefs was diffolved, as his 
interefts made the principal objeét of it. He gave or- 
ders to the Baron de Riperda, his Minifter at Vienna, 
to clofe with the Emperor, and was gompelled to 
make an extraor ‘sary alliance with his rival. . In 
confequence <fthi:, four treaties were corcluded in 
his name at Vienna in one day, one with the Empire, 

-and 
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and three with the Emperor: - Thefe treaties had been 
fecretly negotiating for along time, while the Minitters 
of the two Courts feemed to be much divided at Cam- 
brat; but perhaps they would not have taken place, 
if the mifunderitanding, which happened at this time, 
had not determined the conclufion and fignature of 
them ; for one inftant of ill-humour, or of fatisfa¢tion, 
often forwards affairs more than all the ability of the 
negotiator 3 orrather, the principal talent of the ne- 
gotiator Is, dexteroufly to lay hold of the crifis of the 
paffions, in order to turn them to his advantage. 

In this ferment, it was neceffary that the King fhould 
have a Minifter at Vienna, capable of watching over 
his interefts. The Duke of Richelieu, who now be- 
gn to make a figure, was fent there in character of 

mbaffador Extraordinary. But the treaty of Hanover, 
fizned a fhort time after, between France, England, 
and the King of Pruffia, was the principal preferva- 
tive againft the fecret defigns the Spaniards might 
have. Thus every thing continued to be fingular in 
the fyftem of the European alliances, which could .not 
Jong be maintained in this ftate. We leave it to thofe 
who thall treat more particularly of this part of hiftory, 
to unfold the views which we throw out in a vague 
manner upon the fubjeét of war or politics. 

A declaration of the King concerning beg- 

28Fuly, gars and vagabonds, which appeared at the 
1724. Bevan af the Duke of Bourbon’s Miniftry, 
excited in the firft inftant an admiration of 

the wifdom and humanity of his adminiftration. The 
object of this law was, not to fuffer one poor man in 
the kingdom; to fupply thofe who were incapable of 
labour with food ; and to procure work for thofe 
who were healthy and ftrong: a regulation long wifh- 
ed for, and the execution of which, would have been 
as glorious to the government, as ufeful to the ftate ; 
a, regulation, which has been attempted feveral times, 
and hitherto without fuccefs, becaufe the previous and 
moft neceflary operation has always been forgotten, 
which is, to fet a part a fund fufficient for fuch an 
eftablifhment ; or rather the regulation has been un- 
| fuccefsful, - 
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fuccefsful, becaufe the public treafury, ever ranfacked 
by depredatory Minifters, has never been able, for 
any length of time, to fupply a fufficiency for the ar- 
rangements taken on this matter. 

The dreadful phantom called etiquette, occafioned 

alfo, under the Miniftry of the Duke, a difturbance 
with Portugal, which might have been attended with 
ferious confequences, if that fecondary power had 
been more in a condition to maintain a conteft with 
France. The Abbé de Livry, Ambaflador 
from his Majefty to that Court, received or- 15 Feb, 
ders to retire from Lifbon without demand- 
Ing an audience of the ne: of Portugal, becaufe the 
Secretary of State had refufled to pay the firft vifit to 
the Ambaffador of the King as it was cuftomary. 
Lewis XV. was then at that age when a young and 
fuperb Prince is very jealous of the rights of his Crown, 
‘and, after having liftened to his Council, he was 
eafily determined to treat the matter in the mott feri- 
ous manner. 

This determination was not beyond his powers, any 
more than another which he had previoufly given, and 
which concerned the internal etiquette of his 
houfehold. A centeft having happened be- 11 Nov, « 
tween the officers of the body Guards, and 1724, 
thofe of the Gendarmerie and Light Horfe of 
his Guard, concerning the place which each of them 
was to take near the King’s coach in his excurfions, 
his Majefty made a regulation, fignifying, that the 
oficers of the Life Guards fhould march to the right 
and left of the coach, even with the hind wheels, and 
that the officers of the Gendarmerie, Light Horfe, and 
Moufquetaires, fhould march parallel to the fore 
wheels: both the one and the other in fuch a man- 
‘ner as that the coach door fhould be left free, and 
fhould give the people the facility of feeing the Mo- 
narch. 

Itis thus that Lewis XV. accuftomed himfelf, by 
trifling matters, to pronounce upon thofe that were 
more important. Since the death of the Regent, he 
-Sn fome fort enjoyed the Satisfaction of being freed 


: from 
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from the reftraint of tuition.* He had introduced 
Marfhal Villars into the Council, who would never 
have been admitted there in the ume of his 
1726. R.H. He granted to the Count of ‘Tou- 
loufe, married privately to the Marchionefs 
de Gondrin, fitter of the Duke of Noailles, permiffion 
to declare his marriage, and to make it public, which 
would net have happened fooner: but there was one 
affair, which was done more particularly to amufe a 
child of fifteen years of age; and this was the pro- 
motion he made at once of fifty-feven Knights Com- 
man.jers of the Holy Ghoft. This is what is called 
the grand promotion. On the fame day he appointed 
feven Marfhals of France, among whom the Count de 
Brozho alone has fince acquired {ome repucation. 

At length he performed one of the mott confpicuous 
atts of fupreme power, by determining to take the 
reins of government into his own hands, thanking the 
Duke for his fervices, and in return, writing to hin to 
retire to Chantilli, The good citizens were not forry 
for the expulfion of this Prince *, under whom the 
women had every influence ; but it was cbferved, that 
the condu€ of the King in this inftance betrayed a 
diffimulation inconfiftent with his age, and which, from 


‘that time, announced a weak and little mind. 


~ The letter ve cachet had been already difpatched in 
the morning, when the Prime Minifter came to receive 
as ufual his orders from the King, who was going on 
a hunting-pariy to Rambouillet. His Majefty, not- 
aah aading what had happened, did not give the 
lefs favourable reception to his Prime Minitter; he 
loaded him with careffes, and-afked the Duke whether 
he fhould not fee him during the journey, which was to 
Jaft a few days ; and whether he would not go a hunt- 
ing with him? We may readily conceive that the Duke's 
fudden difgrace could not but appear more mortifying 
to him, afer fuch a reception, and fuch a farewel. 

Tt would, however be an eafy matter to juftify the 
conduct of Lewis XV. who was not yet fixteen years of 
agé, and did not act from himfelf. Every thing he did, 


was 


rs The Marchionels de Prei, his favourite miltrefs, was banifhed 
Kila, 
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was probably di€tated to him by his Preceptor, who in- 
fenfibly gained the greateft afcendant over the Royal 
Pupil. ‘This Prelate, ee under an air of fim- 
plicity and modefty, a deep and unbounded ambition, 
and under the appearance of the ftricteft cancour, the 
moft deliberate deceit, would not have dared to con- 
tend openly with the Prime Minifter. Befides, he was 
well enough acquainted with the King, to judge him 
incapable of difgracing the Duke of Bourbon to his face, 
or prbearie his excufes; or perhaps hisreproaches: he 
thought it more fafe to have recourfe to ariifice, being 
certain, that by preventing every explanation, and cir- 
cumventing his Majefty atthe inftant, he confirmed 
‘and perpetuated for ever his influence over his mind. 
Such was the motive of the ignoble proceeding of Lew- 
is XV. which was rather the act of a flave, who with- 
es to free himfelf from the yoke, than of a Monarch, 
whofe genius, impatient of controul, eagerly foars to 
empire. 

The circumfpcétion of the young King’s Mentor 
would not allow him to enjoy immediately the honour 
to which he afpired ; he rather cho’e to conceal his in- 
tentions: he engaged his Majefty to fupprefs the office 


of Prime Mtnifter ; he made him declare to his people, : ‘a 


that in taking upon himfelf the adminiftration of his 
kingdom, he did not prefume upon his own ftrength, 
but rehed upon the protection of Heaven. Accor.ilng- 
ly his Majefty wrote a letter to the CarJinal de Noail- 
Jes, in which he defired, that public prayers fhoul:! be 
_ offered up to God, in orderto obtain the bleflings he 
was in need of, forthe government of his king’oms. 
‘The Archbifhop of Paris haftened to comply with the 
King’s. intentions, and ordered prayers to be put up in 
allthe churches of the me'ropolis. All the Bifhops of 
the kingdom followed this example, in their refpective 
dioccfes, and did.not fail, while they applauded this 
laudable inftance of piety, to celebrate the premature 

wifdom of their modernJoath. os | 
The fecond epocha of the reign of Lewis XV. pro- 
perly begins at this period ; the Miniftry of the Duke 
of Bourbon having been nothing more than a kind of 
‘cQn- 
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continuation of the Regency, by reafon of the extreme 
youth of the King. ‘This period is extended to the 
Miniftry of Cardinal Fleuri, becaufe, as we have juft 
hinted, he is the only perfon who diregéted the events 

of it, even before he was declared Prime Minitter. 
After the fatal crifis of a tempeftuous Regency, this 
fortunate and peaceable Minifter prefents us with a 
profpect more agreeable, and more flattering to the na- 
tion. During this period, we fee France, which in the 
courfe of the preceding reign had been fo much 
the object of univerfal terror and hatred, and fo much 
the object of contempt towards the end of it, now 
become the arbiter of Europe, admiring her juttice, 
and delighting in her moderation. We fee her King, 
the truftee of the interefts of his rivals, procuring for 
them, almoft againft their will, a peace which he en- 
joys, and the fweets of which he feels. Scarce was 
the Cardinal placed at the head of affairs, but the in- 
ternal part of the kingdom affumed a new face. The 
exhautted ftate to which the Bank of’ Law had reduced 
it, the general miftruft, which had only increafed un- 
der the Dike of Bourbon, the fcarcity of corn that 
happencd in the year preceding the Duke’s difmmiffion *, 
the mifery and difeafes which were th@ unavoidable 
confequences of famine, the continual flu€tuation in the 
value of fpecie, the confufion that prevailed in all parts 
of the ftate, and efpecially in the finance; all thefe 
evils difappeared. Credit was reftored, both within 
and without the kingdom; commerce was revived, 
extended, and multiplied and the provinces, which, 
afew months before, refembled a ravaged country, be- 
came ina fhort ime richer, perhaps, than they had 
ever been. Such was the flourifhing ftate of France, 
whe nthe eleftion of a King. of Poland,intervened to dif- 
turb the general harmony. ‘This incident forced the 
French into a war, in which the arms of the King, be- 
ing almoft always viftorious, procured the kingdoms ‘of 
Naples and Sicily toa Prince of the Houfe of Bourbon, 
and added to the Crown of France, what Lewis aN : 
ad 


@ Ia 1725 ‘there were contines] raine during the fummer, 
which ruined the harveit, 
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had never been able to acquire, the dutchies of Bar 
and Lorraine. | | 

Such is the magnificent fketch of Cardinal Fleuri’s 
adminiftration, the parts of which it will be the bufinefs 
of hiftorians to develop at large. As to ourfelves, be- 
ing arrived at the period when Lewis XV. became.a 
aman, and when our attention will be particularly en- 
gaged upon him, we fhall only take notice of other 
things briefly, and inatmuch as the facts, in their detail, 
‘may coincide with our plan of deferibing the character, 
genius, and manners of thisPrince ; which, for the in- 
itrution of his equals, and of all mankind, is cne of the 
moft interven g hubjets of ftudy and contemplation. 

Lewis XV. when he undertook to free hintelf fron 
the tutelage of the Duke of Bourbon, was entering in- 
to the age of adolefcence, being between fixteen and fe- 
venteen years ofage. His cotemporaries defcribe him 
as being handfome, of proper ftature, witha leg per- 
fe€tly well made, a noble mein, his eyes large, his 
kook rather mild than fierce, his eye-brows dark ; and 
his appearance all together feeming to befpeak that de- 
licate habit of body, which he afterwards fortified fo 


unuch by exercife, that he was able to bear the greateft 


fatigues. It is to this tardy progrefs of nature in him, 
that we are undoubtedly to attribute the calmnefs of 
thofe paffions, which are fo aétive at that age in moft 
jndividuall of ftrong conftiautions, and ef] pecially among 
Princes, with whom every thing contributes to awaken 
thefe paffions early. He then appeared indifferent for 
women, for play, and for high iving, all of which he 
“was much addicted to after. Hunting was his only. 
pleafure, whether it were that a fecret inftin@ led him 
to this falutary exercife, or that’ want of employment 
prompted him to it, fromthe apprehenfion of that tedi- 
um, which already began to embitter his beft dayss 
for his education having been much neglected, from 
the fear of fatiguing him in histnfancy, his mind was 
Sut little embellifhed, and he bad not acquired that 
tafte for ftudy, which is ef fo great refource at all 
times, and in every ftation. He had an. invincible 
averfion for ‘bufinefs, fo that he could {carce bear to 
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hear it fpoken of. Having no thirft of glory, he want- 
-ed that energy, which, ‘in his great grandfather, had 


corrected the defects of education, and made up for his 
ignorance.. Ina word, being of aneafy, indolent, and . 
timid difpofition, he was calculated to be governed by 
the firft perfon who thould gain an afcendant over him. 
This circumftance the Preceptor of the Prince fo: n per- 
ceived, and he availed himfelf of it, to lay the founda- 
tion of his grandeur. 

' ‘The Preceptor was, in many points, of a character 
fimilar tothat of his Royal Pupil. Hence that fympa- 
thy between them, which made the one fo much at- 
tached to the interefts of his mafter, and the other fo 
obedient to the counfels of his Preceptar. Sunplicity, 
modefty, prudence, and circumfpection, were, In 
fome fort, the fafeguards of the ambition of the antient 
Bifhop of Frejus; his ambition partook of thofe quali- 


Nes ; it made its way by patience and infinuation, and 


had nothing in it of that aétive and turbulent promeilion : 


‘which marks this paffion in other men. It had already, 
:undoubtedly, arrived to a great height, but by flow 
‘degrees. “he Cardinal was feventy-three years old 


. ¢when he was appointed to the Miniftry. Born ina 


fouthern province of France, of parents, if not obfcure, 


-at leaft little known, he was defigned for the church, 


and inftructed in the fciences fuitable to that profeffion 
which he entered into early. [tis the profeffion the 
beft calculated to promote thofe who are not called up 
to high employments by their birth. 

The Abbé Fleur! had an ardent defire to appear at 
‘Court, being certain that his youth and his perfon 
would be of wonderful advantage to him ; he managed 
fo well, that he came there furnifhed with pretty good 
recommendations, which he fupported by his merits 
among the. women, but always with that referve and 
difcretion which guided all his conduct, and which 


-even the ladies were not able to remove. He obtained 


the poft of King’s Chaplain, and a few years after was 
named toa bithepfic. Thus he was again fent back 
Into a province, and even at a great diftance from the 


fcene on which he had but juft fhewn himfelf ; but hy- 


pocrify 
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pocrify was to be the principal {pring of his elevation. 
His exaétaefs in the performance of his duty made him 
be taken notice of by Lewis XIV. and chofen to fuper- 
intend the education of Lewis XV. He foon flattered 
himfelf, that he fhould realize in his perfon the great 
predictions of the aftrologers, in which he had much 
confidence ; for although he had a great fhare of un- 
derftanding, yet was he not poffeffed of that genius, 
which being fuperior to events, feels itfelt capable of 
commanding them, and expedéis its fortune froun itfelf: 
alone. This weaknefs, however, was very ufeful to 
him; inafnwceh as, relying on that happy fatality in 
which he believed, he accuftomed himftelf early to his 
clevation, which did not appear flrange to him ; and 
inafmuch as the affurance of fuccefs, without ever mak- 
ing hin prefumptuous. infpired him with that prefeve- 
rance hich fupplied the place of energy, and enabled 
him to celeeake a plan of fortune, which otherwife 
he would never have conceived, .The afcendant 
which he found he had over his pupil, in proportion as 
he difcovered his inclinations and qualiies, perfuaded- 
him, that in tine he might afpire to the higheft pitch 
6f power ; and the death of the Regent opened the mott 
extenfive career to his ambition. 

The circumftances were favourable; he had no 
competitor in the Council who could balance his favour, 
or even contend with his-talents. ‘The firft Prince of 
the blood was but three and twenty years old; he al- 
feady announced that turn for devotion and retirement 
which he fince carried to fo high a degree; he was not 
devoid of fenfe, but turned it entirely to the fciences 
and to ftudy, taking fcarce any part in puble affairs. 
His father had judged, with regret, that he was inca- 
pable of aétin fis part in the political world, and thofe 
who have obitinately perfifted in attributing tothe Re- — 
gent criminal views upon the throne, have pretend- 
ed that he 211 not defift from his proj-, tll af- 
ter he had acqu'red the knowledge of the incapacity of 
his only ‘fon, tofecond, and to fncceed him. The 
government of the kingdom would have been too weigh- 
tv a burthen for the Marfhals Villars, Uxelles, and 
‘Tallard. Befides, meee though covéred with gio- 
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ry at the head of the army, had but juft, as we have 
feen, entered into the Miniftry, and muft therefore 
have been employed inerely in maintaining himfelf in 
it: and the two others had not ftability enough in their 
talents, to.afpire to the firft poft. The Count of Mor- 
ville alone, Firft Secretary of State, fon to the Keeper 
of the Seals, already intrufted with the moft impor- 
tant and difficult department * ; a man of much under- 
ftanding, beloved by the nation, honoured by foreign- 
ers—who held his poft, ‘to which he had formed him- . 
felf for fome years paft, with diftinétion—a great poli- 
tician, an honeft mas, in a word, who had the appro- 
bation of the Regent, whafe creature he was; this 
Nobleman, I fay, was the only perfon who could 
have given umbrage to the antient Biihop of Fréjus. 
“This rival foon removed himfelf ; for, not having been 
‘able to preferve the Seals to his father, whom he 
fupported by his own merit and credit, the difgrace of 
the Chancellor affe€ted him in fuch a manner, that he 
committed the folly of giving in hw refignation, and 
__ died foon after of chagrin. | 
* ‘The other fecretaries of State at that time were the 
‘Count de Maurepas, appointed to the navy ; his cou- 
fin the Count de St. Florentin, who prefided over 
the Clergy ; and M.1e Blanc, at the head of the war 
department. The time was yet certainly diftant, wher 
the Count de Maurepas, deftined one day to govern 
the kingdom, was, after thirty years, to fuccced ta 
Cardinal Fleuri: he was firft to be matured by expe- 
rience, and efpecially by misfortune. With regard to 
the Count de St. Florentin, the memorrs of the times +, 
reprefent him as a lutle plump man, without ambition, 
of mean capacity, and who was more taken up with 
pleafure, and with his intercourfe with women, than with 
affairs. Fer from thinking to fupplant the new Mi- 
nifter, he thought himfelf fortunate that the Cardinal, 
judging that the bufinefs with which he was charged 
did not require any great capacity, fhould Jeave him 


aa In 
we We have previoufly feen that he hadthe department of foreign 
airs. e.. 
Ser particularly, the ‘* Secret Memoirs of tho Hiftory of 
- © Pera ae 7 


OF LEWIS XV. 125 


_ dn the poft in which he had found him. With regard 
to M. le Blanc, who had but juft refunted his poit in 
the Miniltry, and had been humbled by exile and 
imprifonment, he.was far from caballing egainft this 
Mentor of the King. | 

With refpett to the finances, they were in the hands 
of the Prefident D’Odun +, who was obliged to give 
in his refignation a few days after the Duke-of Bour- 
bon’s difgrace, and was fucceeded by M. le Pelletier 
Desforts, through the influence, undoubtedly, of the 
antient Béfhop of .Fréjus, who thus fecured to himfelf 
a man, in the poft the moft effentia]. forthe execution 
of his future poe : 





All the obftacles which might have beenin the way 
of his elevation, being thus ramoved,. he 
was foon promoted tothe Cardimalfhip, on. 14 Sept. 
the nomination of Lewis XV. whieh ac- 
cording to the claims. of thefe Princes ef the church, 

‘uaplied the neceflity of making him Prime Minifter, 
fince he took rank above all other perfons who were 
obliged to come to him about ree & 

As he was fenfible that he had not the qualities ne- 
ceTary for war; that on this account he Was the bet- 
ter able to gratify the no Jefs peaceable inclinations of 
the young Monarch ; and that France, being exhautt- 
ed by one of the moft violent fhocks it had ever expe- 
rienced, could only recover itfelf by a long peace ; 
the Cardinal’s firft care was to preferve public tranqui- 
lity at any rate. For this purpofe, following the ex- 
ample of the Regent, he maintained the union and 
friendthip eftablifhed between the Courts of Verfailles 
and London. The latter, anxieus for their poffeffions 
in the Mediterranean, fiance the treaty of Vienna, had 
fent a fquadron to carry peayigons, ammunition, and 
reinforcements, to the gaguuaemamt Gibraltar and Port 
Mahon. This fquadron“Ziichorng in the Bay of St. 
Anthony, on the coaft of Bifcay, alarmed the Spa- 
niards, They preferved hewever externally all the 
marks of good-fellowship ; their chiéfs and their off- 
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cets paid Vice Admiral Jennings who commanded — 
the fquadron, the ufual vifits and honours, war being 
not yet declared ; but they did not the Jefs take their 
precautions, and lined the whole coaft with troops, as 
much in order to quiet the alarms‘#f'the people, as to 
provide for thetr own fafety. The good offices of 
Cardinal Fleuri contribufed cértainly not a little, this 
year, to prevent the hoftile intentions of the Englith, 
efpecially againft thofe famous galleons, which are al- 
ways the firit object of cupidity upon any rupture. 
He made himfelf not lefs ufeful to the Englifh, when 
they were on the eve of lofing Gibraltar. At length 
the animofity which had arifen between the Emperor 
and his Britannic Majefty, furnifhed him the opportu- 
nity of fhewing his dexterity, in the conciliation of & 
many different interefts. | a 
M. Palm, the Emperor’s Refident, had prefented a 
memorial very offenfive to his Britannic Majefty, inaf- 
much as moft of the facts mentioned by that Prince, 
‘in ‘his laft fpeech to Parliament, were taxed in it with 
lying and falfhood y becaufe the King, in unveiling 
the motives and feeret defigns of the treaty of Vienna, 
had advanced, amang other things, that their Impe~ 
“rial and Catholie Majefties had formed the refolution 
of reftoring the Pretender. He received orders the 
next day to leave the kingdom of Great-Britain within 
a week. oe 
The Emperor, by way of reprifals, had fent an or- 
der ‘to the Britith Minifters at Vienna, to quit that 
place in four and twenty hours, and to leavé his dos 
minions with all expedition. Thefe perfonalties, it 
is well known, often-occafion ‘more vigorous wars, 
than the moft powerful interefts. “Cardinal Fleuri was 
‘therefore defirous of gxtinguifhing thefe fparks, which 
were to fet Europe Amami. .° x. 7 
In order to render his: mefter’s mediation more ef- 
feétual, he fént the Chevalier ‘d’Orleans into the Me- 
diterranean, ‘with a fquadron of fix gallies, and the 
Marquis d’O, Lieutenant-General of the naval forces, 
alfo fet fail from Breft for the fame deftination, 
3727. with a fquadron of twelve thips of the i 
e 
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The apprehenfion of feeing fo powerful an enemy de- 
clare itfelf againft thofe who fhould refift the overtures 
mace, removed the firft difficulties,: and the Count 
de Morville, the Baron de Fonseca, Meflirs. Horace 
Walpole arid Borcel, Miniftere of the King, of the 
Emperor, of his Britannic Majefty, and of the States. 
General, figned the preliminaries of the trea+ 
ty at Paris. But what a length of time 31.May. 
elapfed before the much-defired work of a 
general pacification could’ be completed t It was agreed 
to affemble a Congrefs at Aix-la-Chapelle; the place 
was afterwards changed ; Cambray was mentioned ; 
and at laft Soiffons,. for the convenience of Cardinal 
Fleuri, in whofe probity all the foreign Potentates had 
the moft implicit confidence. | | 
Spain was troublefome, and raifed difficulties. The 
Spaniards had not yet raifed the fiege of Gibraltar ; 
but only converted it into a blockade, Fortunately, 
the reconciliation which took place at that time be- 
tween the Courts of Verfailles and Madrid, gave the 
‘formes a greater degree of influence over the latter. It 
was Lewis XV. who made the firft advances, by fend- 
ing to his Catholic Majefty a letter of congratulation 
upon the happy delivery of the Queen of Spain, who 
had juft brought an Infant into the world. The King’s 
illuftrious uncle could not refift thefe advances, and 
declared that union was reftored with his nephew. 
The blue ribband was immediately fent to the new-- 
born Prince. 
At Vienna, the chief center of the negotiations, fince - 
neither France nor England had any Ambafla- 
dor at Madrid, the Duke de Richelieu, our- 1728. 
Minifter at that Court, was obliged to exert 
all his political talents ; and his attention, advice, and 
negotiation, gave fo peach Fasten that his Majetty, 
in reward of bis fervices, Held a Chaptéfextraordinary 
of the Order of the Holy Ghoff} in. which, ‘after the 
proofs of the candidate were adaattred, his Majefty 
granted him permiffion to wear the crofs and the rib- 
| band of the Order, till-fuch time as he fhould come 
himfelf to receive the collar from his Majefty’s hands. 
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‘This extraordinary favour was only the prelude to fu- 
ture, though certainly lefs glorious favours, which he 
was afterwards to receive from the young Monarch, in 
acquiring an intimacy with him. 

Neverthelefs, the conferences at Soiffons, which 
had been opened ite of fifteen months,. produc- 
ed no effe& ; and the Emperor could not refolve en- 
tirely to give up his Oftend Company, and irrevocably 
to confirm the rights of Spain to the ftates of Tufcany, 
Parma, and Placentia, which were the two points in- 
fifted upon. The French Minifter availed himfelf of 
this circumftance, to bd plea to his Catholic Majefty 
how much an inftant of 1!l-humour had induced him to 
lofe fight of his real interefts, in throwing himfelf into 
the arms of the Court of Vienna, his rival and his ene- 
my ; he gave him to underftand, that the delays of 
the Emperor were, in fact, refufals of that juftice he 
required of him, and that the moft certain method of 
obtaining it, was to renounce an alliance fo incompa- 

tibie, and reunite himfelf with France and 

9 Now. land, TThefe obfervations were forcible, 
1729. and the.refnlt of them was the treaty of Se- 
ville, between the three Conrts ; to which 
the States casera wie interefted in i ex- 
tinction of en. readily ac- 

£730. ae the Company, adily ac 

The Emperor, with regret, faw himfelf pufhed more 
flrongly than ever, toexecute fo many promifes madé 
upon different occafions, and confirmed by a multipli- 
city of treaties. He ftill cavilled, however, upon 
pretence of being anxious for his other dominions. He 
foreftajled Spain, by caufing fome of his troops to 

move into Italy, which prevented his Catho- 

10 Fan. lic Majefty from fending thofe that were 
1733. agreed upon. The death of the Duke of 
| Parpia haying afterwards opened the right of 
eventual fuccefion geas , 









ed to Don Carlos, he carried 


to 


his treachery {0 far, af to. engage the Dutchefs Dow- 


ager to feign being big with chyld, and thus to retard 
the execution of the engagement he had entered into. 


The 
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The King of Spain, tired with thefe delays and 
fhufflings, caufed a fummons to be made by the Mar- 
uis del Cailellare, his Ambaffador in France, to the 
urts that were the contracting parties and guarantees 
of the treaty of Seville, to join with him in compelling 
the Emperor to fulfil it; declaring, atthe fame time, 
that if it remained unexecuted,. he would withdraw 
himfelf from the negotiation, with the refolution of 
employing all the methods,. capable of obtaining that 
juftice which he required. 
This ftep had the-defired effect; and the King of En- 
gland exerted himfelf fo effectually with the 
Court of Vienna, that he made the Emperor 16 March. 
fign a treaty of acquiefcence. Six thoufand 
Spaniards: embarked at Barcelona in an Fnglith fleet,. 
and landed at Leghorn; they were foon followed by 
the Infant, who.arrived there, after having crofféd the 
fouthern provinces of France. The King had caufed 
all poffible honour to be paid to him, | 
Thus was executed the introduction of Don 27 Dec. 
Carles into Italy, after a varigty of negotiati- 
ons, which had delayed thie matter for thirteen years. 
The Grand Duke of Tufcany, the laft Prince of the 
Houfe of Medices, had given his confent to 
this arrangement, by an act figned at Vienna, | ay Sepr. 
and had'aecepted the heir defigned. for him: 
without. his confent. 
Voltaire, cafting his eye rapidly and philofophically 
upon thefe event*, obferves, with that: ignant faga- 
city which makes the reading of his hiftories fo allur- 
ing, that, by an admirable refinement of policy, the 
Cardinal turned the efforts of our rivals the Englith, 
to the aggrandizement of the Houfe of Bourbon; but . 
it muft not be imagined that the Englith acted againft 
their intereft in thefe changes; or rather, that they 
did not profit by them in the mof effential manner. 
Befides that they confirmed themfelves by this in the 
pofféffion of Gibraltar and ‘Minorca, which were the. 
difmemberings of the Spanifh Monarchy ; as alfo in the 
| Gs poffetlion. 


* See his Hiftory of the War ia 1741, 
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poffeffion of Newfoundland and Acadia, ceded to 
them by France*: befides that they acquwed the 
Negro-trade + in Spanifh America, and the ftaple of 
an immenfe and clandeftine commerce th the South 
Seas, by the permiffion which they at length extorted, 
of fending a fhip every ygar to Porto Bello; they 
were alfo to profit, in common with the other mari- 
time Powers, of the extinétion of the Oftend Company. 
Befide all thefe advantages, they likewife fecured to 
themfelves, beforehand, a fuccefsful war, in cafe of a 
rupture with France, by the complaifance of the Car- 
dinal, in fuffering our navy to be deftroyed. The 
point is, that this Minifter, bent upon preferving the 
harmony between that Power and us, winked at all 
the fubjects of complaint with which our Ambaflador 
ut that Court was charged { ; this it was, at leait, that 
prevented him from era naae fatisfattion for them 
“with vigour, and left ftill fubfitting the feeds of thofe 

quarrels, which, fooner or later, were to break forth. 
England paid for sag agri at the expenfe 
of the Emperor. -Befides, by fuftéring the Houfe of 
Bourbon to eftablith itfelf in Italy, England fomented, 
by that neighbourhood, the animofity of the Houfe of 
Auttria againft it, and laid the foundation of its own 
grandeur upor'the ruins of both. This was not furely 
undextrous management; and, all things confidered, 
it might be doubted which of the feveral Powers atted 
the moft cunning part.. But the Cardinal, ‘not being: 
‘able to prevent é many evils, which might affail the 
kingdom, was endeavouring to remedy the mott ur- 
gent of them. While he was eftablijhing without; a 
general pacification, he was labouring within, to on 
~ culate: 


* By the Treaty of Utrecht. — 
+ By the Affiento, 

ft Inthe appeadix of this.volume, we thal! produce, under 
N° VIL. two manuicript memorials, under the form of inftruc- 
tions, given to Count Broglio, Ambaffador in England: one of 
“the 1ith of April, 1724, concerns the French Coloniesin America; 
‘and the’ other, of the 18th of May, relates to the maritime trade,. 
navigation, and the Colonies., In thefe curious pieces, we fhal¥ 
fee the caufes of that difcord which has fince broken out, after 

Aaving beea'fomented during thirty years. 
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ciliate the nation to himfelf; to reftore harmony be-- 
tween the different orders of the State; and efpecially, 
to engage the affections of the people for hts beneficent 

overnment, 

The firit act of adminiftratton to-which he perfuaded — 
the King, at the inftane of the Duke of Bourbon’s 
'difgrace, was the fuppreffion of the tax of the fiftéénth. 
part, which had been eftablifhed thé year before, by 
that Minifter. He alfo caufed, by a‘decree of Coun- 
cil, a proportional and reafonable rate to be fixed upon 
the old fpecie,, and the materials of gold and filver ; 
aneffential bafis, upon which commerce, almoft anni- 
hilated,' was to raife itfelf again. Since that time, the 
coin las: never experienced any variation; and this 

art of His adminiftration, though it hath nothing bril- 
lant in it, has been the principal caufe of the profperity 
of France, and hath not been fufficiently extolled by 
the Cardinal’s panegyrifts. 

But it he procured the general good of the kingdom 
in this inftance, there was reafon to reproach him, a 
little time after; with having occafioned the ruin of fe- 
veral families, by the redudtion ofa number of life an- 
nuities, under pretence of their being founded on pa- 
pers acquired at alow price. Befides that thefe life 
annuities were already at four per cent. they fhould 
hkewife have been held the more facred, as the necef- 
fity of the times had compelled people to accept thefe 
annuities, offered to-them by the Government. Ic 
was not in the Cardinal’s difpofition to brave the pub- 
lic clamour, and he was alarmed at it. The injuftice 
of an operation, the profits of which, though ‘trifling to 
the ‘Prince, were of confiderable prejudice to- the per- - 
fons concerned, was explained to him, and be retracted. 
Notwithftanding this, the refult of this ftep was the 
fame as what always follows fuch* attempts; that is, 
the injured parties loft at leaft-a fixth part of their reve~ 
nues. In order: to effate every impreffion, which this 
breach of faith might have left againft him, -fe threw 
the blame upon the Comptroller General, and made 
hm the facrifice. He flattered himfelf, he fhould, by 
this ftep, perfuade.the public, that.this fubalzern Mi- 
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mifter had been the fole author of the mifchief, and 
that he was punifhing him for his bad advice. This 
behaviour could only impofe upon fools, and upon the 
popes Although M. le Pelletier Desforts was 
nown to be a hard man, and eager in the purfuit of 
his Sovereign’s intereft, he paffed at the fame time for 
a man of judgment; he had much experience, was 
very capable, perfectly acquainted with the ftate of 
the kingdom, and inclined to ballance with equity the 
interefts of the mafter, and thofe of the fubje€t. Far 
from fufpeéting him of having formed this fatal pro- 
jeét, it was well known, beyond a doubt, that he-had 
ftrongly oppofed it; but he had done another thing, 
which prevented him from being regretted fo much as 
he would otherwife have been. tHe had fuppreffed 
al] the annuities under ten livres *, granted on the tax- 
es, becaufe the partiesto whom they belonged, find- 
ing the neceffary fees for receiving them as expenfive 
as Jetting them alone, renounced them of themfelves, 
and thus prevented the fettling of the accounts. ‘I‘here 
was certainly a more honeft méde to be adopted ; 
which was, to pay them off. The partizans of the 
difgraced Minitter were not able to ¢xculpate him from 
this infamous aét: fo much is it certain, that a Minif- 
ter of Finance, though apparently of the greateft in- 
tegrity, is fure to deferve, upén fome account or other, 
the curfes of the people. 
Auguft The fecond leafe of the farms, fince the 
Be » fyftem, had been made out under this Comp- 
1720: “troller General, and had been raifed from 
5 to 80 millions +. It was called the Leafe of ‘the 
Sccincers: by reafon of the ceffion the King made to 
the contractors in queftion, of the cuftoms which the 
Adminiftration of 1721 had not been able to get in; 
which wasthe caufe of the immenfe riches acquired by 
all thofe who were incladed in the lift. The Cardi- 
nal had ftricken off ten of them, creatures of the Duke 
ef Bourbon; fuch an odium had he-conceived for eve- 
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thing belonging to that Minifter. Thefe private 

oe a if {port to the Cardinal. Cont Jerin 

his profeffion and his character, thofe of religion mu 
neceflarily have employed him more ferioufly. Unfor- 
tunately, he did not treat them with the fame liberali- 
ty of mind, .asthe Regent and Cardinal Dubois had 
one, nor with thofe philofophic views which ought 

to dire€&t Statefmen in all ciscumftances. Thinkin 
.that he aéted from himfelf alone, he yielded cooumruch 
to the impulfe of the Jefuits, and his admintitration-did 
not continue long enough to quiet thofe troubles which 
he excited only, and mereafed by perfecutiom.. The 
accommodation managed by the Jefuits with the Gar- 
dinal de Noailles, giving ftill more folidity to the party 
of the Opponents, he entered into negotiations with 
that Prelate, in hopes that the old man would not 
refift fo many attacks; and, while thirty Reftors of 
Paris were prefenting a memorial to prevent this +t, 
Cardinal Fleuri, in order to fhake his refolution, at- 
tempted to move him by:a great example ; hé engag- 
ed the King to permit the Archbifhop. of Embrun to 
afflemble a provincial Council in his palace, in erder to 
treat of and difcats the affairs of religion, and the doc- 
trines of faith. The Bifhops of Senez, Gap, Bellay, 
Frejus, Vence, Sifteron, Glandeve, Autun, Viviers, 
Apt, Valentia,. Grenoble, Grace, and Marfeilles, were 
ordered to attend it. This affembly, of which there 
had been no fimilar inftance fince the Council of Trent 
—of which it was however but a feeble image—was 
neverthelefs a matter of importance to weak believers; 
it comforted them with the bope of feeing themfelves 
confirmed in their faith, and recalled to their minds the 
times of the primitive church. Alas! thofe times were | 
much altered ; fecret and odious practices had given 
birth to the pretended Council: thefe were foon dif- 
covered, and made it be called /e brigandage d’ Embrun. 
The Council being opened, the Abbé Hugues, the 
4 Proctor, 


+ This memoria) having been printed and diftributed, was 
condemned by decree of Council, of the 14th of January 1747, as 
“* fcandalous, and contrary to the decifens of the Church, and 
* te the laws of the State.” ee 


rire 
ae, 


wrens 


we ‘ye 
<7 7 , 


¥34 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


Proétor, accufed the pafforal inftrudion of M. de Soanem, 
Bifhop of Senez, of the 28th of Auguft 1726, as con- 
taining feditious maxims and capital errors, as being in- 
jurious to the Bull Unrgenirus, and as recommending 
the reading of the book of Moral Reflections by Fa- 
ther Quefnel, which was forbidden by that’ Bull 
and by the fociety of Bithops. The accufed Pre- 
late had the courage-to ftand forth and acknowledge 
his own work, to maintain that the propofitions it con- 
tained were conformable to his fentiments, and to de- 
clare, that he could not give them up. This noble and 
refpectable conduct had not its proper effect; the Coun- 
cil, which was not infpired by the Holy Ghoft, but 
. yided by the Government, pronounced a 
20 Sept. ones. by which the work of M. de Senez. 
1727. | was condemned, in conformity tothe accufa- 

tion, and which ordered,. that the -authér - 
refufing to retract, fhould be fufpended from all epif- 
copal power and jurifdittion. During this fufpenfion, 
the Abbé Saleon, Doétor in divinity, was appointed 
Vicar General,’ and he was enjoined to require, thet 
all the Clergy in the diocefe of Senez-“hould fign thre 
formulary of Pope Alexander V¥J. and fhould caufe - 
the Conftitution Unigenitus to be publifhed:*. 
_ M. de Soanem did net think’ himfelf‘obliged to fub-.. 
mit to this judgment. He protefted againft it,. and 
‘lodged an appeal tothe Pope, andtothe future Coun- 
cil General ;_ this caufed him to bé banhed by. the 
King to the Abbey of la Chaife-Dieu, in the mountains 
of Auvergne. This Prelate was greater: im his: exile 
than in his epif{copal fee ; he fhewed tothe end a firme 
nefs which made him a hero of his own party, and ex- 


cited the admiration even of thofe who were of a dif- . 


ferent way of thinking. He died fome years after at 
this place. | 

The affair did not-ftop-here: twelve Bifhdps, at the 
head of whom was the Cardinal-de Noailles, wrote-a 
letter to the King, in which they.complained of the 
fentence of the Council and the Counfellors of Paris 
pubtifhed a deliberation to the fame effect. This 
wWeliberation was feon fuppreffed, as . containing pro- 
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pofitions oppofite to the dofrine of the Church, injurious 
bofit ee and contrary f the laws of he State 3 
and the beft anfwer that could be given to the 
letter, was the defection of the head of the 
party, who, fix months after, by mandate, 11 O@. 
accepted of the Conflitution Unigenitus, con- 1728. 
‘demned the book of Moral Reflections, and the- 
hundred and one propofitions that were extracted from: 
it, revoked -his paftoral inftruction of the. 14th of 
January 1719, and every thing that had been publifh- 
ed in his name contrary to the prefént acceptation. 
It is thus that the Cardinal’ de Noailles, hitherto 
refpectable by his poft, by his birth, and by his age, 
and eftimable on account of his merit, of the upright- 
nefs of his intentions. and of the purity of his manners, 
tarnifhed in one inftant the courfe of forty years of 
glory. The comparifon of M. de Soanem’s conduct 
with his, ferved only to make his weaknefs more con- 
{picuous 3 he fell into contempt, and died at the end 
of fix months. Grief, undoubtedly, contributed not a 
little-to precipitate his end, for even the applaufe he 
gained from the Con/fituents, muft only have ferved to 
make his fhameful condu€t more fenftble to him. The 
Sorbonne; who had excluded from her fociety all the 
Anti-Conflitutioni fis, fent deputies to congratulate him, 
The Pope, in the firft rantports of his joy, communi- 
cated this event to the facred College, ordered thankf- 
givings tobe offered up, caufed the holy Sacrament to 
e expofed in all the great churches dedicated to the 
Virgin Mary, laid open the treafures of the church, 
and mshi | indulgences: the capital, in particular, 
felt the effects of this joyous event. "The jubilee of 
the holy year, though open fince the end of the year 
1726, in all the reft of the kingdom, was refufed at 
Paris, and in its diocefe, on account of the leaven of 
herefy with which the Prelate was tainted. As foon 
as his Catholicifin was afcertained, the Pope permitted 
to difpenfe the fpirttual benefits of this holy feafon: 
they were not fo fruitful as the Pontiff expeéted, ‘and 
he foon received a moftification, which ought to have 
convinced himthat Grace had not touched the acne 
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of the Magiftrates. In order to underftand this quarrel 


properly, we muft trace it from its origin. 

The pretenfions of Pope Gregory VII.. his attempts 
againft the temporal authority of Princes, his difputes 
with the Emperor Henry IV. the abufe he had made 
of his authority inexcommunicating him, the fatal.dif- 
fenfions and cruel wars he had occafioned by depofingy 
him; all thefe circumftances, I fay, not having pre- 
vented cree) XITL. in 1584, from placing this Pon- © 
uff in the lift of Roman Martyrs—nor Paul V. from 
having had an office performed to his honour in 1609—. 
nor Ajexander VII. from introducing thar office or le- 

end in all the churches of Rome—nor: Clement XI. 
pais granting it to the Order of Citeaux, and to the 
Benedictines—nor, in fhort, Bennet XIII. from making 
#t general throughout all Chriftendom, by a decree.of. 

the 27th of September 1728; the legend of 
Fuly - Gregory VII. appeared in France, pcinted in the 

1729. month of July, that is to al at a time when the 

ubilee ought to have produced the greateft ef-. 
fect, and deferved the gratitude of the penitent Magif-. 
trates; but their hearts were too much hardened. 
‘The Parliament of Paris, unmoveble in the only point. 
of their refiftance toa the enterprifes of the: Court of 
Rome, upon obtaining the opinion of the King’s Coun-. 
cil, ordered the fuppreflion of the legend, with pro- 
hibitions to the Clergy to:make: any ufe of tt, under 
penalty of feifure of their temporalnies..- The Parlia- 
ments of Britany, of Metz, and of Bourdeaux, publith- 
ed fimilar decrees in their diftrifts. The’ ecclefiaftical 
joined itfelf to the fecular power; feveral Bifheps gave 
out mandates in their diocefes to forbid the recital of 
this office, efpecially the Bihops of Auxerre, of Mont-- 
pellier, of Metz, of ‘Froyes, of Verdun, of Caftres, &c. 

Pope Bennet XIII. notwithftanding his calmacfs and 
moderation, was piqued at fo general an oppofition. 
On the 17th of September, be caufed a brief to be 
publithed, which condemned the mandate of the Bi- 
fhop of Auxerre, whofe name was Quelus, who became 
fince fo famous in the Janfenift party. The dire& 
@nathema pronounced againft him by the Holy Father, 

| contributed 
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contributed not a little to make him appear in a fecon- 
dary light to M. de Senez. It was forbidden to read 
and even to keep his mandate, on pain of excommuni- 
cation. ‘This bnef was impeached in Parhament on 
the 1ft of December; but the Government, ahgR 
deference and regard to the Pontiff, fufpended 1 

zeal and aétivity of thar Court. A few days after, a 
fecond brief appeared, which broke and annelled all 
thefe atts of Juitice, and decrees of Parliament againft 
the Legend. {[t was not then any ae pofible to 
keep filence: the Attorney General rofe againit this 
enterprife of the Court of Rome ; he lodged an appeal 
againft all the briefs publifhed upon thi occafion, as 
being incroachments of the ecclefiaftical upon the civil 
jurifdi@ion ; and on the 23d of February 170, obtain- 
ed a decree which declared them to be improper, con- 
trary to the liberties of the Gallicaa Church, and 
which ordered them to be fuppreffed. - 

The flame was. breaking out on all fides. One 
hundred Doétors, Appellants, had been expelled the 
Sorbonne, and the reft of them had accepted the Con- 
fiitution, and declared, that it had been accepted by 
the Sorbonne fince the a of March 1714. 

This a& had been followed by a decree of 15 Dec. 
the Body of Divinity, forbidding the Syndic 1729. 
to admit any Doétor, any lieenfed Batchelor, 
or even any candidate for the firft degree, at the keep- 
ing of the divinity ats, till after they had figned a 
formulary annexed to the bottom of the decree, and 
the acceptation of the Conmfitution Unigenitus. By this 
decree, the Body of Divines granted ‘to the expelled 
Doctors, diving at Paris or in its diftri€ts, two months 
time to fubmit and give teftimony of their fincere obe- 
dience; after whick siod, they declared them for 
ever erafed fromthe lift of their members. 

"The hundred. expetléd Doors had appealed againft 
the decree as an incroachment of power, and had © 
complained to the Parliament. If this bold fircke had 
produced its proper effeét, it would have made the 
perry they were defirous of crufhing, very triumphant. 

he Jefuits, who began to recover their influence, 
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exerted thelr utmoft a@tivity to reftrain that of the 

Court: they excited the Government dexteroufty to 

make a powerful diverfion, which obliging the Parlia- 

ment to empluy themfelves about their own interetts, 

fhould make them lofe fight of the other objeét, which 

they would facrihce to their own fafety. It was not 

till twency-fix years after, that they pronounced upon 

this decree, that is to fay, when moft of thefe illuf- 

trious confeffors of their faith, had perifhed in captivity, 

in exile, or in the obfcurity of their retirement. The 

Body of Divinity, thus deprived of its moft enlightened 

and moft intrepid members, received the burlefgque 

appeaies of carcafe, an allegorical image of ther 

null and’ paflive ftate. It was no longer that fcientific” 
body, which.was the oracle of France in points of 

doctrine, and whofe decifions were refpected and ai- 

mired by all Europe and the Chriftian world: it was 

now an affemblage of pufillanimous members, intimi- - 
dated by threats; or of ardently ambitious men, daz- 

zled hy promifes ; it was a meer image the fprings of. 
which were moved and direéted by intrigue. _ 

The diverfion we have juft mentioned, and which- 
was employed againft the Parliament, was a Bed of © 
.Juttice, which his Majefty was made to hold at the 
Court, where he ordered to be regiftered in his pre- 
fence the declaration for the execution of the Con/fi- 
tution Unigenitus, and of the other Bulls of the Pope, 
profcribing Janfenifm. We have before feen that the 
Regent had twice endeavoured to legitimate in forme 
meafure, in France, this Tramontane production ; but 
onthe one hand the Grand Gotincil was confidered 
‘as an incompetent tribunal, “and on the dther, the 
Parliament had inferted fome modifications. This time, 
the record was entered purely’ and fimply, not without 
meeting with as much oppufition.**The Government 
had forefeen this, and therefore forbade that Company 
to deliberate at a Bed of Juftice ; which gave rife to 
fomé remonftrances upon the prohibition itfelf, intimat- 
ed to the Company, and upon the frequent reference 
of caufes to the Council, on affairs of ts competency. 
This was the point to which they defired to bring the 
mm Parliament. 
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Parliament. Negotlations were fet on foot; and, 
from the. fame kind of pacific fpirit which regulated 
Cardinal Fleuri, they were perfuaded to abandon the 
caufe of the Dottors Appellants, by granting them 
fomething of their claims. The King fent 
a circular fetter to the Bifhcps of France, in 22Fyly. 
which he exhorted them not to give tothe 
Bull the title of Rule of Faith, but only that of Fu.’g- 
ment of the univerjal church upon points of didtrine, and 
direéted them not to afk any queftions of the laity up- 
On this matter. | 
' This arrangement, which was merely a modification, 
as ufual, diffatisfied both parties. ‘The writings be- 
came more violent than ever, not only refpedcting the 
Bull, but upon a more linportant matter, upon the na- 
ture, extent, and limits of ecclefiaftical authority, and 
of fecular power. ‘This great queftion was difcuffed 
even in the public difputations, and in particular and 
general affemblies of the bodies of all kinds. To ftop 
the progrefs of fo dangerous a liberty, the Printers 
were forbidden to print any thing clandeftinely, or 
without permiffion ; namely; ‘againft religion, ecclefi- 
aftical afar and the Bulls‘received in the kingdom, 
under fevere and capital penalties ; and as to authors, 
of whatfoever rank or ality they might be, his Ma- 
jefty enjoined them an abfolute filence upon fuch mat- 
ters": Confequently, the King fuppreffed, by decree 
of Council, feveral works and mandates of Bifhops, 
which were in oppofition to this regulation; and the 
Parliament of Paris, to prevent the Court of Rome from 
extending its authority over the police of the State, 
ordered ihe fuppreffion of two decrees of the Pope, 
one of which condemned a mandate of the Bifhop of 
Montpellitr, and the other, a book, entitled the Life of 
M. Paris, Deacon. We fhall fee hereafter who this 
M. Paris was.- The Counfellors even, notwithftanding 
their privilege of printing freely their memorials, as 
long as they are confined to the exercife of their own 
funétions, had the mortification to fee one of theirs fup- 
preffed, which was figned by forty-two of them, and 
which had been compofed for the defence of M. Cor- 
net, 
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net, Rector of Olivet, in the diecefe of Orleans, ap- 
pellant againft the orders of his Buhop, as abufes of 
authority. Some affertions rather too ftrong had efcap- 
ed in this memorial, which, while they exalted the au- 
thority of Parliaments, feemed to weaken that of the 
Monarch. Agsall the Order of Counfellors profeffes the 
moft implicit fubmiffion to the Royal authority, thofe 
who had fubfcribed their names to this deliberation, 
were as much concerned as they were aftonifhed, that 
their fidelity thould be fufpeéted. They figned a de- 
claration of their fentiments, in conformity to what has 
juft been faid, and protefted againft every contrary in+ 
terpretation that might be given to the propofitions con- 
tained inthe memorial. ‘The Minifter received their 
Ovoker Tepentanee, and caufed this declaration to be 
4G ie bia in a decree of Council, publithed to. 
73°. juftify them. a 
The ecclefiaftical power, not finding itfelf avenged by: 
this circumitance, thought it muft take its own ute 
inhand. M. de Vinumille, the Archbifhop of Paris,. 
who had fueceeded the Cardinal de Nosilies—e man 
not very warm upon thefe matters, but {purred on by 
the Jefuits who governed ‘him-gave out a decree 
Saat the Lawyers of the Parliament of Paris, and in 
behalf of their brethern. The Lawyershad recourfe 
to their victorious mode, of making an appeal, which 
they lodged inthe parliament, againft the Prelate’s 
decree, as being an abufe of power. The Prelate had 
the caufe brought before the Council of State, and at 
the fame time diftributed a memorial to juftify himfelf, 
with which the Lawyers were offended. Incenfed at 
feeing themfelves, by this illegal and oppreffive ma~ 
nagement, deprived of their natural judges, and fear- 
ing to be brought before others, whofe ignorance, fup- 
plenefs, and partiality they well knew, they had re- 
courfe to the extreme manceuvre of fhutting up thelr 
clofets. Fhey ceafed to work for the pele from the 
neceffity they were under of being totally employed for 
themfelves. This refolution difpleafed the Court, inaf- 
much as it tended to intereft the public in favour of the 
Lawyers, of whom.they were conftantly in want. ae 
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of the moft violent were banifhed. The affair was not 
fettled till fome time after, at the termination of an af- 
fair of the Parliament, of an infinitely more ferions na- 
ture, and which was likewife occafioned by.a prefump- 
tuous attempt to which this fame Archbifhop 

: 30 fuly. 


'" was prompted. © &?2-. 
Among the feveral pamphlets diftributed with pro- 
fufion, by the Janfenitt party, there was one weekly 
procuétion, which was particularly diftinguifhed. Ie. 
was written with as much wit and delicacy, as with 
bitternefs, irony, and cenfure, againft the acceptors, 
and was intitled, Ecckfaftical News. \t had appeared 
in 1728, and has been continued without interruption to 
our days, in which it ftill fubfitts ; but it is now fallen 
into contempt, either from the little importance of the 
matter, or from want of the fame abilities in the writers, 
or rather from the general indifference that now prevails 
refpeéting all theological difputes. For the {pace of 
two years, iri vain were inquiries made concerning the 
authors;:printers, and diftributors of this news-paper, 
which, neverthelefs, appeated regularly every week. 
It is reported even, that once a wager was laid with M. 
Herauft, Lieutenant of Police, that this paper fhould 
get into Paris at fuch a turnpike, on fuch a day, and 
at fuch an hour, and yet that it would efcape the vigi 
lance of the clerks. in faa, agreeabl] y to thefe conditi- 
‘ns, and efpecially at the appointed place, @ man makes 
his appearance, who is ftopped, and fearched with the 
greatnefs flrittnefs, but in vain. No notice was taken 
of a fhagged dog he had alonz with him, and who was 
trained to this buiaets It was.a common dog, who, 
under his coat, thick fet with heir, carried a number of 
thefe light papers: The Magiftrate laughed at the 
_ trick, and owned himfelf outwitted. At Jength he 
was more fortunate: one of the printers was difcovered, 
condemred tothe pillory, and banithed, with three of 
hi: affociates. This incident did noi put the leaft ftop ta 
the peat of them ; and It was judged, not withoue 
" reafon, that the Parliament, which was then compof- 
ed of feveral Janfenifts, pioufly protetted them. To 
exculpate themfelves to the King, they affected to 
: | treat 


142 THE PRIVATE LIFE 


treat the work with rigour, and to difgrace it. They 
condemned five fheets of it to be torn and burnt by the 
hancs of the hangman. They feemed thus to neglect 
the piper: but the Archbifhop of Paris, having iffued 
a mandate which pronounced its condemnation, the 
concurrence of thefe two authorities to deftroy it, made 
it revive again, and from hence arofe a divifion be- 
tween the two powers, which the authors availed 
themfelves of, and which was upon the point of produc- 
ing the oft fatal effects. The Parliament pretended to 
~ be difgufted with the Tramontane principles contained 
in the prelate’s mandate, and confidered it as reprehen- 
fible, more efpecially as twenty-two of the Clergy of 
Paris refufed to publifh it, and had written to M. de 
Vintimille a letter of arguments, containing the motives 
for their refufal: the mandate was impeached before 
the Chambers affembled. ‘The perfecuted party were 
comforted for the difgrace of their periodical libel, when 
they previoufly faw it the indire@t but public caufe, of 
a mortification, almoft as great, with which the Arch- 
bifhop of, Paris was threatened. ‘The capital, which 
had no events of any greater importance, to engage its 

attention, «divided itfelf between the two par- 
1732. tes. The Court alfofeltthe fhock, and was 

obliged to dothe fame. The Philofaphers a- 
Jone,who had not the influence they have fince acquired, 
moft of whom, befides, did not yet dare to thew them- 
felves, laughed in fecret at.this miferable and ridicplous 










conreft. Cardinal -Fleurt could. not poff ook upon 
it with indifference.. ,Befice his ingkaation for Molin- 
ifm; befide his own. authority, which was called in 


quettion ; befide the fincere and cordial hatred he bore 
the Janfenifts, being alfo among, the number of Pre- 
Jates ; he'poffeffed that {pirit of tugeorder, which is 
more confpicuous in‘ the Clergy, chy, in any other fet 
of men. ‘He came to the affiftance gf his brother Pre- 
late, and caufed the King exprefslgto forbid the. Par- 
Lament to take cognizance of any gcclefiaftical matter 
_ svithout permiffion of his Majefty. ¢ 0 
_,, The Parliament deliberated upon thefe prchrbitions ; 

end, as they attacked their very effence, they con- 
cluded that they could not continue their functions, as 

long 
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long as they fhould remain in force. M. Pucelle, a 
Counfellor whofe name ferved as the watch-word to 
the party, and M. Titon, another Counfellor, whofe 
zeal has fo much degenerated fince, havin | 
given their opinion with moft-force on this 19 May. 
occafion, were taken up by virtue of letters 
de cachet, and conveyed, one to his Abbey, the other 
to Vincennes ; a ftroke of authority, after which, the 
Parliament, according to cuftom, ot the Chambers 
affembled, that is to fay, ceafed to hear the caufes of 
individuals, in order to attend entirely toits own. The 
King fent letters of command, enjoining this tribunal 
to refume their ordinary duties. Thev confidered 
thefe letters as a tacit permiffion to enter into the pleni- 
tude of their funftions, as much for civil as other af- 
fairs ; they regiftered the letters, and, to obey the in- 
tentions of the Lord the King, they decreed that they 
-would continue to take cognizance of all the affairs 
that are intrufted to them; and confequently put the 
mandate of the Archbifhop of Paris into the hans of 
King’s Council, to take their opinion upon it, and then 
ses, pana it by a decree, and declared it illegal, 
This aét of vigour had been paffed with great difpatch, 
in orer not to give the Minittry time to oppofe it. 
They revenged themfelves by frefh exiles ; Meffieurs 
Robert, de Vrevins, de la Fantriere, and Ozier, were 
the victims of the diffatisfaction of the Court. The de- 
cree of the Parliament was annulled by a decree of 
Council. ‘This decree of Council was read to a depu- 
tation from the Parliament, fummone to Compiegne, 
there to receive the fignification of his Majefty’s will 
and pleafure, with an abfolute prohibition to all the 
members of the Company, to propofe any thing to his 
Majefty, that can unpede the execution of his orders. 
All the officers of the. Par!’ament, upon 
hearing what had paffed at Compiegne, 20 June. 
took ihe refolution to refign. They were 
not yet accuftomed, at Verlailles, to this very trouble- 
fome event: the young Monarch was alarmed at it, 
and the Cardinal was involuntan!y drawn into a feries 
of violent and tyrannic ats, equally repugnant to his 
modeggtion and age; and ftill more fo to the extreme 
defire 
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defire he had of pleafing his Royal Pupil, of fparing 
his fenfibility, and of avoiding to mark the beginnin 
of his reign by refignations; he therefore aropoted 
terns, to appeafe thefe feveral commotions. The 
Parliament refimed the courfe of juftice, but 
9 Fuly.. decreed that remonftrances fhould be made. 
Thefe remonftrances did not produce the de~ 
fired effect. During this interval they gave a decree, 
ordering the fappretion of fome prints, which appear- 
ing under the name of de Muncie, and giving permiffion 
to fome individuals, to read certain forbidden books, 
feemed to eftablith in France a jurifdiction annexed to 
the character of the Pope’s Nuncio: this was the mo- 
tive of the decree, which only ferved the more. to in- 
cenfe the partivans of the Court of Rome. This cir- 
cuinftance furnifhed an opportunity of giving the Car- 
dinal to underftand how dangerous it was to hazard 
the authority of the King, by giving way to the Par- 
liament ; and how much the boldnefs of that Court, 
and of the Janfenift party, was increafed by it; fo 
that this mildnefs, inftead of quieting the ferment in 
_ people’s minds, encouraged it; and the Cardinal, far 
from crufhing the Appellants, as he intenced, was not 
even able to preferve the equilibrium, which had been 
the fole object of the fyftem of Cardinal Dubois and 
the Regent; a falvo was ptopofed to him, calculated, 
as it was pretended, to cut off the evil at its root, by 
reftraining the activity of the Parliament. The Car- 
dinal was deceived, and adopted it. 
The King anfwered thefe remonftrances 
38 Aug. by a declaration, whichregulated the manner 
in which public affairs were for the future to 
be treated in that Court, and ordered that Appeals 
concerning improper jurifdiétions,. fhould be carried ut 
to the Great Chamber oaly,: aad not the Chambers 5h 
fembled. The defign of this arrangement, which ap- 
pears at firft fight to be merely matter of form, and 
tending to expedite bufinefs, was, by thus concentrat- 
ang the deliberations into one Chamber, to diminifh 
the number of votes, and by that means be better able 
fe corrupt or imtimidate the voters. Befides, the 
° Grand 
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Grand Chamber being chiefly compofed of pufillani- 
mous old men, of fathers of families eager for Court 
favour, and of Ecclefiaftics afpiring to livings, che 
Miniftry almoft infured .their fulbcages, ‘by diftributing 
favours among thofe chiefs who liad the-moft influence. 
The Courts of Inqtefts, and sik, Neue the 
dupes of a regulation which annulled them in one en- 
tire part of their funétions;; and, as they were infinite- 
ly more numerous than the Grand Chamber, the refu- 
fal of regiftering was carried by a great majority of 
votes, and he Ring was intreated to withdraw the de- 
-claration, as being too contrary to the real interefts of 
his. Majetty. | Ree | 
The Cardinal thought that a Bed -of -Juftice -would 
again fet every thing to rights: the Kin 
fummoned the Parliament to Verfailles, cauf- 3 Sept. 
-ed this Jaw to be regiftered in his prefence, | 
‘with fome money ediéts, to which, in a fimilar cir- 
oumitance, the Magiftrates would have been little in- 
clined to accede. - Tr he-next day the Parliament pro- 
tefted, both againft the place in which the Bed of 
Juftice had been holden, and’ageinft the regifters that 
had been made there: they decreed that they would 
not ceafe to reprefent to the King the impoflibility of 
executing the Declaration of the 18tk of Auguit, 
which changes the ftate and effence of the Company; 
and declared-further, that they-would again‘remain in — 
a Committee till the refloration of their difgraced © 
members, -whom they had afked forin vain: ‘in 2 
word, they refufed to regifter the Declaration for the 
eftablifhment of the Chamber of Vacations. Upop,’ 
which, on the 7th ef-December, all the Prefidentg:: 
and Counfellors of the Courts of Inquefts and Requetts | 
were banifhed. The Grand: Chamber was appointed, 
by letters de cachet, to hold the Chamber of Vacati- 
ons: this Chamber had too great obligations to the 
Court, which feemed to a€t in its favour—merely in 
order to fupport and ‘to extend its fuperiority’ over. the 
other Chainbers-<<not to re ifter with devility the De- 
claration which appointed them. a ee 
‘Von, j. 22 H Never~ 
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_ Neverthelefs, fo many ftrokes of authority, which 
one might have judged to «announce a vigour in the 
Miniftry, that they were far from having, could not 
conquer the refiftance of the obftinate ; and it was ne- 
eeffary to have récourfe to fome modifications, in or- 
der to conciliate the: different intérefts of the Court 
and of the Company. The refult of negotiations of 
this kind, was the {ame as that which frequently hap- 
pens from political negotiations after a Jong war: the 
parties find themfelves juft as they were when the con- 
teft began. All the banifhed perfons were recalled ; 
the Parliament refumed its feat on the 1{ of Decem- 
ber ; they decreed a deputation to the King, to thank 
his Majetty, and to condole with him upon the death 
of the King of Sardinia, his great grandfather ; and 
his Majefty confented, on the moft humble petition of 
the Deputies, that the Declaration, which was the 
fole object of difpute, fhould not take place. 

If the Molinift abufed ftrangely of their accefs to 
the Minifter, to confufe and inflame matters, in the. 
hope of more effectually tormenting their enemies, the 
latter had recourfe to means more: farcical indeed, but | 
not lefs dangerous, on account of the ferment they ex- 
cited ; and which, being blended with the fpirit of 
religion, might rife to the moft violent tumults. The 
hero they chofe for their purpofe was a Deacon of the 
parifh of St. Medard, named Paris, a man: of a good 
Emily, being the fon of a Tounfellor of the Grand 
Chamber, and brother to a Counfellor of the Court of 
Inquefts; but a fimple and modeft man, one of thofe 
_@evout perfons, neceffary to ali fects, to impofe upon 
‘fools and credulous people, becaufe fanaticifm moulds 
them at pleafure: he died an Appellant and Re-appel- 

lant. An hiftorian not lefs ftupic than him- 

1 May felf, and equally zealous for Janfenifm, 
1727. | wrote his life, in which, among other edi- 
| “fying circumftances, we reac, that he fome- 

times paffed two entire years without receiving the 
facrament at Eafter; that in a codicil figned a little 
time before his death, he had divided his fortune 
among fome poor pricfts, in order to remove — 

: ‘them 
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them the temptation of faying mafs often; that in his 
infancy he delighted to burn ftraw in a chimney, in 
order to fet fire to the College of Nanterre ; that at 
ten years of age he began to give a great deal of trou- 
ble to his aiken who revenged themfelves by exer- 
cifing his patience ; that he was afterwards twice ex- 
pelled from his father’s houfe, and then partly difinhe- 
rited; that he had learnt to make ftockings at the 
loom ; that he had kept himfelf far froin the altar, 
and from every soclefalical miniftry ; that he had 
confined himfelf to teach the catechifm to children, 
and to held conferences with the young clergy ; that 
above all things, he cordially hated i ote and 
that a little time before his death, he had uttered 
thefe prophetic words ; One cannot unmajk them to 
much. | 

Such was the new object whom the Janfenifts want- 
ed to canonize ; and, as miracles are the touchftone of 
fanttity, they failed not to afcribe fome to him, and to 
print the eatalogue of them. A celebrated Magiftrate 
of the party, M. Carré de Montgeron, a Counfellor 
in Parliament, in a volume which he-himfelt prefented 
to the King, colleéted the witnefles which proved the 
great certainty of thefe prodigies, and a fhort time af- 
ter he was confined for this extravagance. This did ° 
not prevent twenty-three Clergymen of Paris from cer- 
tifying feveral of them, in two. p@gtitigns addreffed to 
M. de Vintimille ; M. de Colbert, Bifhop of Montpel- 
lier, and M. de Caylus, Bifhop of Auxerre, publithed 
folemnly two of thefe miracles, operated in their. dio- 
cefes, by the fame interference; and before them, 
the Cardinal de Noailles had hadfome of them proved 
by juridical informations. | 

It is true, that the miracles of M. Paris were of a 
peculiar kind. Thofe who invokediym upon his 
-tomb were tormented with horrible agitations, worfe 
than the difeafes of which they might re uire to be 
cured. Hence proceeded the title of Caecuthinn given 
to thefe to diftinguish them from the antient miracles, 
and the name of Conwulfonaries, beftowed upon thofe 
who were thrown into a fate sete 

2 
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‘This would certainly have been nothing, if the cures 
shad been real; but the adverfaries did not fail to con- 
teft them, and even to caft bitter jefts upon this mo- 
aiern worker of miracles. In one inftance, faid they *, 
-it is a girl delivered of a kind of dropfy, which difap- 
-pears without miracle in the ordinary courfe of nine 
-months, In another, it is an eye rettored, which an 
oculift had offered to cure, but with the lofs of the 
other eye, the cure of which the fame oculift had not 
ventured to promife. .In a third inftance, it is a lame 
Canon, who can go about every where, except to di- 
-vine fervice, where he ig never feen. In the fourth, 
“jt is a clumfy impoftor, who comes to the tomb lame 
of one leg, and who, by the contortions he throws 
himfelf into, returns lame.of.both legs. Ina word, even 
the cure of Ann le Franc, fo much boafted of, does 
not bear the teft of exannnation. ‘The account of her 
difeafe and cure, as it has been ftated, was folemnly 
«contraditted :by the aunt, the brother, the fifter, and 
even the-mother.of this girl, by the two furgeons who 
‘had had the care of her, by thirty-four witnefles, and 
by the juridical depofition of two phyficians and three 
furgeons, fworn as examiners, and who contradiéted 
‘the fa&t. ‘The Archbifhop of Paris profcribed her by 
- .a mandate, in which he pronounces, that the credu- 
lity of the people ig evidently abufed. The girl, who 
«was the fabjed of:‘the. miracle, was compelled to an 
appeal. oo | 
Mankind is fo eager after the marvellous, that the 
concourfe of people at the tomb of M. Paris foon be- 
came immenfe; it continued and increafed during 
near five years. This is the only miracle that was 
-wfought there. Is it poffible, in fat, to conceive the 
ftu sity of the fpectators, who, blind to the proofs 
of falfity, quackery, and grofs impofition, which they 
had conftantly before their eyes, pleafed themfelves 
In an error, which was pean C/U by the continual 
teftimony of their fenfes? Is it ftill more poffible to 
conceive, 
* See 2 memorial touching the virtues and miractes of M. 


‘Paris, 2 Deacon, buried at St, Medard, ia the parith ¥ Paris, om 
whe 3d of May 1727, , | 
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conceive, that there fhould have arifen.in the minds 
of men, and even among Divines, a notable diviliony. 
in the mode of thinking upon this matter, whcther up- 
on the whole of the event, or iis teveral parts; and 
that this diverfity of thinking fhould have produced 
more than twee or fourteen volumes in quarto, for 
and againft; that. all, or almoft all thefe writersg 
fhould agree upon the authenticity of the fats; that 
fome of them only fhould have attempted to prove, 
that they were merely the effects or nature; and of its- 
unknown operations; while the Doctors of our relizion, . 
on the contrarv, were united in aicribing them to fome 
preternatural agent, and ciffered only aboat the fpe- | 
cies? Some of ae clearly perceived the hand of God 
in them; others, the. operations of the Devil. Potte-- 
rity could not believe thefe abfurciies,.if they were. 
not under its own inipection.. The delirium — 
was fo great, that M. de Vintimille publificd  Fuly - 
ferioufly a prohibition, to forbid the invocation 1731. 
of M. Paris, who was not yet canonized ;that 
an appeal of impropex jurifdition was made againft 
his mandate; that four celebrated Lawyers figned the 
deliberation ; and that the Parliament did not. reject: 
this appeal; which:remained there for ever clan 
ing. Authority .was obliged to come to the affiftance 
of the Prelate, and to prevent any fubterfuge, or dif- 
obecience to thefe prohibitions, and moreover to put a 
ftop to the fcandal, and to the mob that reforted to the 
tomb—which was become a continual fource of licen- 
tious difcourfes, thieving, and libertinifm. Agreeable 
to the verbal procefs ftated upon the teftimony, exami- 
nation, and inquiry after the Convulfionaries, an order — 
was iffued from the King, on the 27th of January 
1732, to. fhutup, and keep fhut, the gate of the Jit- 
tle church-yard of St. Medard ; to prohibit the open- 
ing of it for any other purpofe but burying ; and to 
forbid all perfons, of what rank or condition foever, 
to aflemble in the ftreets or houfes adjacent, under the 
eralty of difobedience, and even of exemplary pun- 
uhment. We fhall fee hereafter what this ordinance 
produced. We fhall only obferve here, that the day 
: | H 3 . * after: 
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after the fhutting up the church-yard, the following 
Pafquinade of the Janfenifts was fixed upon the gate: 


The King commands, that on this fpot 
No miracles by God be wrought*. 


‘We now draw near to that period, when our attention 
will be more particularly taken up with the young 
King, and his domettic affairs ; we fhall fee the feeds 
of the paffions ie to expand in him, which, be- 
ing fomented by depraved Courtiers, fpoiled the good- 
nefs of his heart, and brought confufion in his kingdom. 
He was {fbll in that amiable age, when all objetts are 
firiking by their novelty ; when all parade and fhew 
Is pleafing to us; and when even the moft childifh 
circumftances are interefting. Tt was an amufing fefti- 
val to his Majefty, to arm the Chevalier Morofini, the 
Venetian Ambaflador; to dub him,’ according to the 
antient cuftom; and to make him a prefent of a very 
rich fword, and a belt of gold ftuff, while the other 
Senators wore only a black one. _ 

But nothing can equal the joy he expreffed at the 
Queen’s being with child, and at. the happinefs of 
becoming a tithes This joy .was certainly rather 
damped the two firft times of the Quéen’s delivery, 
when only two Princeffes were prefented to his em- 
braces. He took the refolution, in concert with his 
augufl Queen, to addrefs their prayers to Heaven for 
a Dauphin. On the 8th of December 1728, they 
both offered up to God, in a fpecial manner, their 
withes, and thofe of the people; and by exprefs agree~ 
. Ment, as the Queen hath feveral times declared f, 
_ they received the facrament together in the fame de- 
-fign. -Their pious intentions did not reft here ; for at 
‘the end of nine months, her Majcfty brought the late 
Dauphin into the world. This wiilred-for eee cue 

ufe 


* De par le Roi, défenfe a Dieu 
De plus opérer en ce lieu. ; : 
' See “ The Life of the Dauphin, father of Lewis XVI. written 
** from the Memoirs of the Court,” prefented tothe King and the 
Roval Familv by the Abbé Provart. 
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fufed a general joy,. among a people accuftomed to 
idolize their nilen: Thankfgivings were publickly 
offered up to God. The King affifted at the Te Deum, 
which was fung at the Church of Paris, and fupped 
afterwards at the Hotel-de-Ville, with the Princes of 
the Blood, and feveral Noblemcn. ‘Furgot, the Pro- 
vot of the Merchants, “Waited upon his Majefty; and 
the Sheriffs, and other officers, attended the Princes. 
When the Queen was recovered, had acquitted herfelf 
of a vow fhe had made upon occafion of her happy 


delivery, and had in her turn given thanks to Heaven. 


—which, however,. did ‘not prevent het# fome years 
after, fronr taking a journey to Notre Dame de Char- 
tres, to confecrate, ina peculiar magner, tO the Holy 
Virgin, the youhg Prince, whom jhe always confidered 
as a fpecial mark of her proteCtion—the moft brilliant 
feftivals were given to the public in the capital, and 
this example was imitated throughort all the cities in 
the kingdom. The joy which prevailed univerfally in 
France, communicated itfelf even to foreign kingdoms. 
The birth of this Prince confirmed the ‘Panquiliy of 
Europe. The States General made a prefent of a gold. 
‘medal, ‘of one hundred -ducats * value, to the meffen- 
er difpatched with this news to the Hague, by M. 
Van Hoey, their Ambaflador. One was alfo ftricken 
at Parts, upon which were reprefented the King and 
Queen. Onthe reverfe was the Farth, feated upon 
a globe, and sea the Dauphin m bet.arms, with 

this legit =: Vora Orbis, the withes of the univerfe. 
The arrival of the Duke de Lerraine at Paris, in 
the beginning of the following yeatjssto {wear allegi- 
ance, and do homage to the Kingy“¥er the dutchy of 
Bar, and all the other domains he poflefied belonging 
to the Crown, difplayed another kind of fpeétacle, 
that muft neceffarily have given him the highett idea 
of hisown grandeur. T wo. years before, he had had 
the experience. of fuch a kind of. paride, when the 

Envoys of ‘Tunis were admitted tq:iin wi 

offered fatisfaction, and bs excutet-of that Govern- 
| 2 OP eee eee 
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'. ment, refpeéting their infractions of the treaties made 
with his Majetty. He had accepted of their word, 
in the name of the Republic, that nothing fhould in 
future be done to difpleafe him. Thus the Cardinal 
took care, from time to time, to contrive a pompous 
difplay. of power, calculated to flatter the puerile va- 
nity of a young Prince, while he himfelf poffeffed all 
the real authority. It washe who created or difgraced 
the other Minifters. At the death of M. le Blanc, he 
appointed M. ge he Intendant of Paris, Se- 

__ cretary of State for the war department; he 
19 May had previoufly recalled from te M. d’Azu- 
19728.  effeau, who, immediately on his return to 

 Verfailles, had refumed the duties of his 

office at the delivery of the Queen, but who always 
remained without the Seals, notwithftanding the dif- 
race of M.d’Armenenvillke, who had been 

15 Aug. Piteeded by.M. Chauvelin, Prefident 2 Mor- 
1727. ter of the Parliament of Paris, to whom the 

, Miniftcriat department for foreign affairs was 
17March alfo intrufted. Heat laft. gave the care of 

1929. the finances to M. Orry, his creature. 

a But atl thefe would have been nothing 
more than gleams of tranfitory power, if the Cardinet 
had not taken care to remove from his Royal Pupil, 
thofe perfons whofe genius, birth, or character, might 
have alarmed his ambition, ‘or who might anfenibly 
have fupplanted him. . pigs 

- Since he had occafioned the difgrace of the®fake of 

Bourbon, the pesfaas he was then moft apprehenfive 

of at Court,  angMiig-the Princes of the blood, were 

firft, the Count déharolois, equally famous for the 
ferocity of his manners t,: 25 for the extent of his know- 


iq 










— dedge: 
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fp It is a chnflant tradition, thet this Prince, in his youshy thet 






_ a dreadful and beebatenus plesfare in:killing « mes; gqcehtiren 
Bde crufhing coe BP -Rygawheg:he.went to afk: higaiilies, 
ways re prefentes the. samrder as the effect of | 

chance, of of “ecefiit 







certs 


eflity, “On one of thefe occd¥me, when the 
King was piving'ium his pardon, he faidto hint; ‘“* Here it is; 
but I declare to you at the fame time, that Ihave @ pardon ready 
‘gor any one whe fhall kall you.” 
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ledge: next, the Prince of Conti, full of wit, amiable, . 
ee delighting in war, lively, jealous - 


of his rank, and prodigal to excefs; -of him, it is told, 
‘" his equerry coming to him one day, to acquaint 

im that there was no aa e in his ftable, he fent for 
his feward, who excufed himfelf by faying, that there 
was no more money in the treafurer’s hands, and that 
he could get no more credit from the perfon who ufed 
to fupply him; -all the other tradefmen of your High- 
nefs, added he, refufe alfo to give credit, except your 
Cook ;; Well-then, fays the Prince, you muft feel my 
horfes with chickens: and laftly, the Cardinal dreaded 


the Duke du-Maine, whofe talents for adminiftration, | 


love f.: money; and fubmiffion to his wife, were known, 


and, had given umbrage even to the Regent. 
Fortunately, the King’s inclinations induced him to 
attach himfelf to the Count de Clermont, who had 
been brought: up with him, and who was almott of 
his own age; a heayy Prince, of weak underftanding, 
and addicted to nothing but feftivals, pleafures, and 
women; amd to the Count of Touloufe, a Prince not 
of bright parts, but of exquifite judgment, of very 
regular manners, not moved’ by any {trong paflion ; 
he was moreover very circumfpeét, and too much 
afhamed of his difproportionate marriage, the declara- 


tion of which he had obtained, to fet’ himfelf againit . 


the Cardinal who governed. 


The Princeffles who deferved the Monarch’s attach- - 
ment at that time, did not appear more dangerous to ~ 


the Prime Minifter. The Queen was at the head of 


them. She was in intire poffeffion of the heart of her - 


adguft hufband; fhe alone ws ee ‘him, and defired 
no other oad eae She had already given -herfelf up 
to devotion, 

thatthe Priefts who might have been difpofed to in- 


. 


ut of a mild kind, without'fanaticifm, fo .- 


a 


trigues, acquired but little afcendant over -her.~ Belide, . 
fhe was under the direction: of-a Jefuit; -and their foci- - 
ety was devoted. to the Cardinal, whe-encouraged all : 
their fury againft the Janfenifts. Lewis-XV. tafted alfa — 


the {weets of a tender friendfhip with Mademoifelle 


Je Charolois, and the Countels of Touloufe. Though .- 
Hes Mademoifelle - 
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Mademoifelle de Charolois was fifter to the Duke of 
Bourbon, and daughter to the Grand Dutchefs, his 
mother, fhe was not of their cabals. Formed for plea- 
fure from her youth, by the beauty and graces +4 
poffeffed, fhe was endowed with an exquifite fenfibili f 
which turned itfelf entirely to love: fhe had had a num- 
ber of admirers, and brought forth children almoft every 
year, with little more fecrecy than an opera-girl ; 
though, to keep up appearances, it was faid fhe was 
ill, during the fix weeks of her confinement ; and the 
whole Court, which perfeétly underftood the matter, 
ufed to fend to inquire after her health. Once fhe had 
a Swifs at her gate, who, not being trained to this 
management, ufedto anfwer, without ceremony, to 
thofe who came: The Prince/s is as well as canbe 
expeed, and the child too. : 
The fifters of this Princefs were not more f{crupu- 
lous; M.de Maulevrier-Langeron was the declared 
lover of Mademoifelle de Sens, and M. de Melun, of 
Mademoifelle de Clermont. ‘The laft-mentioned gen- 
tleman was killed a hunting in the wood of Boulogne, 
‘by ‘a fallow-deer. Mademoifelle de Clermont was of 
avery indolent difpofition, which made the Grand 
Dutchefs afk # this news had given her any emotion. 
- Mademioifelle de Charolois was fuppofed to be fe- 
cretly married’to a Nobleman of the firit rank*, but 
whom, on &ccount of that etiquette to which the moft 
auguft perfons are fo abfolutely fubordinate, fhe could 
not obtain to have openly declared for her hufband. 
‘This circumftance held them both in the Cardinal’s 
“power, and the hopes of prevailing ore him to obtain 
the confent of his Majefty, neceflarily attached them 
to his party. | 
Madeitnoifelle de Charolois was intimately conneéted 
with the Countefs of Touloufe, whofe marriage, near- 
ly of the fame kind, being declared, feemed to intitle 
Her to the fatae ‘privilege, at leaft toa toleration, if po- 
litical views were too repugnant to making it public, 
for fear of the confequences: though thefe two Ladies 
differed from each other in many particulars, the firft 
: being 
ve * The Prince of Dombes, : 
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being addi&ted to gallantry, and the other a devetee. 
that the one loved riot, fhew, and notify amufements, 
and the other delighted in the country, in retirement, 
and in calmer pleafures, yet they agreed perfedtly in» 
ether things. .Befides, intereft, which forms and keeps 
up fo many conneCtions, prompt Mademoifelle de 
Charolois to entertain her friendfhip with the Countefs, 
fince.it enabled her to obtain, for herfelf and her crea-- 
tures, all the favours fhe afked of the King. 

Lewis XV. went often to hunt at Rambouillet, a 
feat of the Count of Touloufe, who, fince his marriage, 
ufed to pafs great part of the year there. This delici- 
ous retreat was infinitely agreeable to him, to relax. 
himfelf froin the fatigues of a bufy Court—to relieve 
him from the weight of greatnefs, which became cum- 
berous to him as foon as he felt it—and to enable him. 
to lay afide the Monarch. In a word, it was an affec- 
tionate friend, who came to pals fome days:in delight- 
ful famiharity with his friend: a fmall company of 
Ladies and Courtiers accompanied him, and partook of 
this intimacy. In the day-time, the fallow-deer, with 
which the immenfe park abounded, were the unremit- 
ting obje&ts of purfuit. This violent exercife, which 
was at firft a mere paffion with Lewis XV. was imper- 
ceptibly become necefary for his health, which would 
have been affected by a ftagnation of humours, and 
for his mind, which was acne’ to melancholy. In 
the evening, he diffipated himfelf at play, and renew- 
ed his ftrength at the table, for the indulgencés of 
which, his exercife gave him the higher relith. There 
he was contented, becaufe he was-free ; he was lively, 
amiable, enlivened the converfation,’ readily fell in 
with the dah Sapa of Mademoifelle de Charolois, 
and was pleated with the witty, refined, and delicate 
fallies of the Countefs of Touloufe, who had ferved as 
a mother to him, who had, in fome meafure, brought 
him forward in the world, and, by encoura ng him-to 
get rid-of his timidity, had taught him to fpeak, and 
to‘fpeak with propriety; he was attentive to addrefs 
himfelf to every one, and to put this little ‘Court per- 
fectly at eafe.: in a word, as he was himfelf fatisfied 

with 
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i@vche feveral guefts, he endeavoured to be agreea~ 


‘to them in return. 2 
We fhall make mention of one anecdote only, to 
-glve an idea of the familiarity that reigned in this 
Beg One of the Ladies, who was with child, 
was fuddenly feized with previous pains, announcing 
an approaching labour. The company was alarmed, 
and, as the Lady eould not be conveyed to Paris, 
a man-midwife was fent for in great hafte. The 
King was under the greateft anxiety. ‘In fhort,” faid 
his Majetty, “if the operation preffes, who will take 
“it upon him?” M. de la Peyronie, the firft Surgeon, 
an{wered, “ I w#l/, Six; I have delivered women be- 
“<< fore.—Very well, faid Mademoifelle de Charolois, 
“ but this bufinefs requires practice, and you have per- 
“< haps forgotten.—Don’t be in the leaft uneafy, Made- 
““moifelle,” anfwered he, rather piqued at a doubt 
which hurt his vanity; ‘one forgets no more how to 
“‘ take. them out, than how to put themin.” Her High- 
nefs, highly incenfed, coloured, and left the room, 
for fear of giving vent to her, indignation before the 
King. . The Surgeon was fenfible of the indecency, or 
rather the impudence of his reply, and, notwithftand- 
ing all his wit, was much embarraffed, tll, turning 
his abafhed countenance to the King, he faw him f{mile, 
which removed his apprehenfions. Mademoifelle de 
Sens was foon prevailed upon to laugh at this matter,, 
as well asthe King. | | | 
Fhe Cardinal’ was without anxiety when he knew: 
the King was at the place we have been mentioning > 
fo great was his,fecurity, that, though a‘ particular 
friend of the Count of ‘Touloufe, yet he declined 
making one in thefe parties, on account of his age, 
and the diet he obferved. But, without being prefent 
at the feftivals, he! knew what was going . forward 
there; he knew that in thefe private journeys, ‘the 
Princeffes, availing. themfelves of their influence with 
his Majefty, obtained every thing they. folicited for: 
but they folicited with difcretion. Wo: favour was 
agraated there without bis being ‘apprized of it: | son 
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he direéted even the favours of the Monarch, ‘without 
his fufpefting it. : 
It was in thefe fall councils holden at Rambouillet, 
between the auguft perfons affembled there, and ef- 
pecially under the influences of the Princeffes, that 
the furvivorfhip of the office of Admiral, “and of the 
governments Benen to the Count of Touloufe, was: 
managed for his fon the Duke of Penthicvre,, fill an 
infant, tothe prejudice of the Princes: of the bipod ;. 

that the Countefs of Touleufe was inceflantly labourin 
to promote the fortunes of her children of the firft bed, 
the Duke andthe Marquis of Antin; that fhe obtained 
for them the moft diftinguifhed favours; that fhe pre- 
vailed at laft fo as to have one of them recalled from 
exile, who, by an imprudence which his youth could 
only excufe, had entered into a plot, the deftgn of 
which, was to deftroy the Prime Minifter; a@ crime 
_which perfons in his fituation feldom forgive. It was 
in thefe private converfations that the dverace of M. 
-Chauvelin,. then Keeper of the Seals, and Minifter for 
foreign affairs, was prepared long before. It was here, 
in a word, that Lewis XV. began, as it was thought, 
to difclofe his rifing inclination for the fex ; oe rt 
being apprehended that he would confult only his 
eyes and hi heart, in ralfing up to the rank of favou- 
rite fome young, beautiful, and ambitious woman, 
capable of governing him, it was imagined to be moft 
expedient forthe commen intereft, to determine his 
inclinations in favour of the Countefs of Mailli, who 
was poffeffed of none ef thofe qualities that were to 
be feared; but who was a woman in whom confidence 
might be repofed, and from whom care was taken to 
extort a promife, that fhe would confine herfelf to the 
fingle honours of the handkerchief, and would not . 
attempt any thing with her Royal lover without the 
‘conctrrence of thofe perfons whom fhe knew to have 
the confidence and efteem of that. Prince... We thall 
fucceffively unfold thefe intrigues, as mueh=as they 
deferve: but let us dwell for 2 moment upon the be- 
-meficent adminiftrationof Cardinal Fleury, who.availed 
himfelf of peace to re-eftablith the finances, either by 
: a general 
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@ general and continued aconomy—which the difap- 
oirted Courtiers called parfimony, and fordid avarice, 
but which was a neceffary meafure, for without it, all 
the others became ufelefs—or by making commerce 
and the arts flourifh, which are the real and fruicful 
fources of the opulence of a State. | 
The circumftance which proves that the economy of 
the Prime Minifter was enlightened and well-judged, 
is, that he knew how to lavifh his money when there 
was aneceffity for it, and when he forefaw that the 
funds, opportunely advanced, would produce one hun- 
dred fold. As foon as he came into adminiftration, he 
haftened to concur in the re-eftablifhment of the city of 
Saint Menehould, burnt in 1719. In confequence of 
the orders of the King, which he iffued with difpatch, 
M. Lefcalopier, Intendant of the one: of Cham- 
paign, caufed the lines of it to be traced, and 
9 Aug. laid the firft ftone, in which was put a filver 
1726, medal, with an infcription, to tranfmit to 
pofterity the event, and the name of the Mo- 
narch who was the founder and benefactor. 
6 Dec. He iffued an order fromthe King, for the efta-. 
- 6. blifhment of fix companies of cadets, compofed 
1Q20- each of one hundred Gentlemen, who were 
to be commanded by experienced officers, inftruéted by 
the ableft maftersin the military art, and formed by 
them to all the exercifes fuitable to Nobility. Thus he 
laid the foundation of the Military School, fince fubfti- 
tuted to this eftablifhment, which had been foon fup- 
age by M. Belleifle, from a motive of private animo- 
ty. 
Genfible of the importance of the fervices of the offi- 
cers.ofthe army, and of the neceffity that the rewards 
given by the King fhould be exaétly paid, he caufed 
_ + his Majefty to eran to the Order of 
Edi@-of Saint Louis 70.000. livres * revenue upon the 
May, . Royal treafure, in increafe of a fund to. fap- 
1730:*« ply the payment of.the penfions granted to 
°”. the Knights of rhat Order. This increafe of 
expencé was eafily made up, by the fuppreflion, ae 


* Near three thoufand pounds. 
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the fecond time, of the poft of Colonel General of 
French infantry, which the Duke of Orleans had refign- 
ed on the 3d of December 1731. ‘t was the Regent 
who had renewed this dignity for his fon. Befiie the 
ceconomy of fuppreffing it, the perfon who held it was 
deprived of an tmmenfe power, and fo much the more 
dangerous in the hands of a fubject, as he who is in 
pofieffion of it muft of courfe be more elevated, and 
nearer to the throne. 

In the fame year, he eftablifhed three peaceable 
camps, al] compofed of cavalry ; becaufe thefe parades, 
though expenfive, are neceflary to form the troops to 
the manceuvres of war, and to maintain them'in the 

raétice of them. They were opened in the month of 
July : oneupon the Sambre, commanded by the Prince 
of Tingry ; another upon the Maaze, by the Count of 
Belleifle ; and the third upon the Saone, under the or- 
ders ofthe Duke of Levy. The Duke of Lorraine wenr, 
with all his Court, tofee that upon the Maaze; whcre 
the General received him as a Sovereign, andina man- 
ner worthy of him whom he reprefented. 

Although the Cardinal may juftly be accufed of hav- 
ing neglected the navy, yet he knew of what utility it 
might be, and ee hae it with dignity againfl the 
people of Barbary. He fent out from ‘Tou- 

on a fquadron of thirteen fail, under the 6 Fuly, 
command of Commodore Grandpré. This 1728. 
Commmander being arrived before Tripoli, 

and the people having refufed to give the fatisfactions 
required for the infults committed againft the French 
trade, he bombarded the city, and deftroyed the great- 
eft part of it. He reduced thefe pirates, who fent the 
next year a deputation to implore his Majefty’s pardon. 

A few years after, he fent off a fquadron, 
commanded by le Bailli de Vetan, which an- 6 Fune 
chored at two leagues from Genoa, and fo — 1732. 
intimidated the Senate, that they deputed one 
of their members to compliment the Commander, and 
bila the effects of the juft indignation of the King, 

y paying the price of a French veffel that had been 
anfulted and burnt by a privateer of the Republic. a 
; ¢ 
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a general and continued economy—which the difap- 
pointed Courtiers called parfimony, and fordid avarice, 
bat which was a neceffary meafure, for without it, all 
the others became ufelefs—or by making commerce 
and the arts flourifh, which are the real and fruitful 
fources of the opulence of a State. a 
The circumftance which proves that the economy of 
the Prime Minifter was enlightened and well-judged, 
is, that he knew how to lavifh his money when there | 
was aneceffity for it, and when he forefaw that the 
funds, opportunely advanced, would produce one hun- 
dred fold. As foon as he came into adminiftration, he 
haftened to concur in the re-eftablifhment of the city of 
Saint Menehould, burnt in 1719. In confequence of 
the orders of the King, which he iffued with difpatch, 
M. Lefcalopier, Intendant of the province of Cham- 
paign, caufed the lines of it to be traced, and 
9 Aug. laid the firft ftone, in which was put a filver 
1726, medal, with an infcription, to tranfmit to 
pofterity the event, and the name of the Mo-. 
narch who was the founder and benefactor. 
6D  Heiffued an order fromthe King, for the efta-. 
id 6. blifhment of fix companies of cadets, compofed 
142% each of one hundred Gentlemen, who were 
to be commanded by experienced officers, inftruéted by 
the ableft maftersin the military art, and formed b 
them to all the exercifes fuitable to Nobility. Thus he 
laid the foundation of the Military School, fince fubfti- 
tuted to this eftablifhment, which had been foon fup- 
refled by M. Belleifle, from a motive of private animo- 


it ‘ : . 
Senfible of the importance of the fervices of the offi- 
cers of the army, arid of the neceffity that the rewards 
given by the King fhould be exaétly paid, he caufed 
his Majefty to ai to the Order of 
Edi of Saint Louis 70.000.livres * revenue ppon the 
May, Royal treafure, in increafe of a fund to fup- 
1730." ply the payment of the penfions granted to 
. "+ the Knights of that Order. This increafe of 
expencé was eafily made up, by the fuppreflion, = 
is * ft e 


® Near three thoufand pounds. 
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the fecond time, of the poft of Colonel General of 
French infantry, which the Duke of Orleans had refign- 
ed on the 3d of December 1731. ‘t was the Regent 
who had renewed this dignity for his fon. Befide the 
ceconomy of fuppreffing it. the perfon who held it was 
deprived of an immenfe power, and fo much the more 
dangerous in the hands of a fubjeét, as he who is in 
poffeffion of it muft of courfe be more elevated, and 
nearer to the throne, 

In the fame year, he eftablifhed three peaceable 
camps, all compofed of cavalry ; becaufe thefe parades, 
though expenfive, are neceflary to form the troops to 
the manceuvres of war, and to maintain them iin the 
practice of them. They were opened in the month of 
July : oneupon the Sambre, commanded by the Prince 
of Tingry ; another upon the Maaze, by the Count of 
Belleifle ; and the third upon the Saone, under the or- 
ders of the Duke of Levy. "The Duke of Lorraine went, 
with all his Court, tofee that upon the Maaze; whcre 
the General received him as a Sovereign, andina man- 
ner worthy of him whom he reprefented. 

Although the Cardinal may juftly be accufed of hav- 
ing neglected the navy, yet he knew of what utility ir 
might be, and employed it with dignity againft the 
pore of Barbary. He fent out from Tou- 

on a fquadron of thirteen fail, under the 6 Fuly, 
command of Commodore Grandpré. This 1928. 
Commmander being arrived before Tripoli, — 

and the people having refufed to give the fatisfactions 
required for the infults' committed againft the French 
trade, he bombarded the city, and deftroyed the great- 
eft part of it. He reduced thefe pirates, who fent the 
next year a deputation to implore his Majefty’s pardon. 

A few years after, he fent off a fquadron, 
commanded by le Baillide Vetan, which an- 6 Fune 
chored at two leagues from Genoa, and fo =—_1732. 
intimidated the Senate, that they deputed one 
of their members to compliment the Commander,’ and 
eae the effects of the juft indignation of the King, 

y paying the price of a French veffel that had been 
anfulted and burnt by a privateer of the Republic. a 
, € 
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The eftablifhment of the Council Roya¥ 

23 May, of Commerce, which he fubftituted to the 
1730. mere Council of Commerce, fettled fince the 
year 1720, is a proof of the attention which 

the Prime Minifter paid to this branch of adminiftration, 
and the repute he held it in. He ordered that this 
Council fhould be holden every fortnight, in prefence of 
his Majefty, who was defirous 0. attending himfeli to 
this important part of government. Senfible how much 
communications by water-are favourable to trade, and 
faving of expence, he had previoufly occafioned the la- 
bours to be begun for digging the canal of Picardy ; la- 
bours which have fince been interrupted, and refumed 
by the famous Laurent. After the death of this artift, 
this project had again been quitted, though it was upon 
the point of being completed, and that the province 
was inceffantly expecting to have enjoyed the advan- 
tage of it, ms a war for the third time put a ftop to 
this ufeful and important enterprife. In 1728, M. de 


Augu ft Maulevrier, Colonel of the regiment of Picar- . 


1728, bufinefs, at the head of his regiment. 


If by a little at of-parfimony natural-to old-age, and_ 


dy, gave the firft ftroke of the pick-axin this ; 


“e 


which is lefs to be attributed tothe Cardinal thanto . 


the Comptroller General Pelletier Desforts, he feemed 
to thwart that great eftablifhment of the Regent’s, in 
1719, for the gratuitous education of youth ; if he op- 
pofed the juft- claims of the Univerfity, by retrenching 


a part of the revenue granted to them. forthis purpofe, — 


and by cavilling infidioufly upon the treaty made with 
that body *, he repaired the injury done to the arts 
and f{ciences, by fignal marks. of prote¢tion in other cir- 
cumftunces. We Fall not enter into an enumeration of 


all 


* The agreement made with the Univerfity, in 1719, war, 


. Fs 


that on the-union of their pofts with the pofts royal, his Majefty | 


would grant.in perpetuity to.them the twenty-eighth part of the 
value of the general farm of the pofts throughout the kingdont, 


Since that time, although this farm has been. confiderably increas 


‘ed, yet the Government would never grant to the Body of Arts, 
any more than the fum collected from the firft farm. “¢ the 
“* molt humble and moft re{peétful reprefentations of the Univers 
S¢ fity of Paris to she King, in 1755," 
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¥ll the favours he beftowed upon them, which would 


take up too much room in this hiftory ; but fhall only « 


notice a few events, too important to be omitted. | 
Since the year 1721, the King had ordered that ten 


young French childrea fhould be educated, at his ex- | 


pence, at the Jefuits’ college in Paris, and inftruéted 
inthe Latin and Oriental tongues, to ferve as inter- 


poe tothe Confuls in the fea-port towns on the — 


vant. Before the, education of thefe children, 
commonly called Armenians, the Minifters and fubjetts 
of his Majefty were expofed to the ignorance, difho- 
nefty, and perfidy of foreign interpreters. The Car- 
dinal rendered this, which was merely a political efta~ 
bliihment, a literary one alfo, by forming a college at 
Conftantinople, where the books of the country were 
to be tranflated. The traeflations, together with their 
Originals, were depofited in the King’s library. In 
1729, the Abbé Surin had been fent.to Conftantinople, 
and overall the Levant, to buy up the feveral Greek, 


Turkifh, Arabian, or Perfian manufcripts he could col- — 
leé&t. Thus the library, in 1732, was augmented with - 


the ineftimable treafure of ten thoufand manufcripts, 
A medal was ftruck to celebrate and record this fac. 
Six learned perfons, or men of diftin&tion in the literary 
world, were moreover attached to this library, that 
they might be continually on the fearch for books 
proper to increafe it, cach in their refpedtive depart- 
meats. | 
The King’s garden, .fo famous at this day, attracted 
the attention of the Cardinal: it was he who deter- 
mined his Majefty to take particular care of this {pot ; 
for this purpofe to put it under the department of the 
Secretary of State of his houfehold *, and to truft, the 
firft time, the dire€tion of it to M. Dufay, a man of 
A diftin= 
* Lewis XIf. by an edid of the month of January 1626, re- 
giftered in Parliament in the month of July of the fame year, 
eftablithed the Royal Botanic Garden, and at the fame time united 
the fuperintendance of it to the poft of firft phyfician; but it was 
afterwards feparated from it by a declaration, of the 31ft of March 


4718, and the title of Superintendant was changed to that of In- 
~tcodant, 
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diftinguithed learning, and member of the Academy 
of Sciences. The garden, which had hitherto been 
neglected, then began to flourifh. Confiderable ex- 

ences were made, as much for colleéting from all 
ides a great umber of fimples, plants, and foreign 
thrubs, as for the conftruction of buildings and hot- 
houfes neceflary to preferve them. Soon after, a very 
fine cabinet of natural hiftory, and two:-berbals, more 
ie than any that had ever been in Europe, ex- 
Cited general admiration. Courfes of Botany, Chy- 
miftry, and Anatomy, were inftituted gratis every year, 
at which all individuals, defirons ‘of inftruétion in any 
of thefe fciences, might aflift ; and it isin this {chool 
thatthe number of illuftrious men, who have appeared 
in France in thefe branches, have been formed. ~*~ | 
_ But the circumftance that will render his adminiftra- 
tion ever memorable in the hiftory of the fciences, is 
the execution of. that bold defign of determining the 
figure of the earth ; a point of fo great importance to 
navigation. Ih order to effect this, it was neceflary to 
Meafure a degree of the meridian under the Pole, and 
another under the Equator. ‘The Prime Minifter 
{pared no expence for this purpofe ; he readily follow- 
¢d the impulfe of the Count de Maurepas, then Se- 
cretary of State for the Marine department, who gave 
him to underftand that no conjunéture could ever be 
more favourable than the prefent, for this project ;. 
that it was only practicable under the reign of a Prince, 
as powerful, and as much refpected by other Sove-. 
reigns, as he was a lover of the {ciences, and a patron. 
of commerce. The Aftronomers, to the number..¢ 
three, defigned for the South, were Meff. Bowgaey 
Godin, and de la Condamine, who fet out the firt yin 
17333 Meff. de Maupertuis, Clatrault, Camus, and fe 
Monnier, fent to the North, having a fhorter voyage 
to make, did not fet out till the year 1736, and re- 
turned in 1737, after having erected at Tornea, on the 
confines of Lapland, by permiffion of the King of 
Sweden, a pyramid, as a monument of their‘labours 
and their glory. One year was fufficient for their ob- 






fervations, 


OF LEWTS XV. 163 


fervations, but they were obliged to employ another 
in travelling, and endeavouring to {ubdue nature in 
thefe inhofpitable climates. 

At firft they fought for a proper place for their ope- 
rations *: they found none on the borders of the gulph 
of Bothnia: they were obliged to go a great way into 
the inland country ; they were forced to reafcend the 
river of Tornea, from the city of Torno to the north 
of the gulph, as far as the mountain of Kiltes, beyond 
the Polar circle. ‘They had then to preferve them- 
felves from thofe terrible flies which are the terror of 
the Laplanders, which draw blood at every fting, and 
which, if a number of them were to fix a aman, 
would foon deftroy him. They infefted all their pro- 
vifions. ‘The birds of prey likewife, which are very 
numerous and very bold in thefe climates, fometimes 
carried away the victuals that were ferved up to thefe 
Academicians, who were like Acneas’ in the micft of 
the harpies. 

The cataraéts of a river were then to be croffed ; 
their way was to be cut, with hatchet in hand, through 
an immenfe foreft, which obftructed their paffage, and 
prevented their operations. ‘The mountains were all 
to be climbed ; the tops of them were all to be cleared 
of the birch, fir, and other trees that concealed them ” 
from fight; higher edifices were to be raifed upon 
their tops, with fignals fit to be feen at the diftance of 
feveral leagues, in order to determine the neceffary 
triangles. A bafis was to be fixed, capable of being 
meafured, upon a river frozen over, and covered fe- 
veral feet thick with a fine dry fnow, like {mall fand, 
which flipped under the feet, and concealed from 
the“eye precipices which might have buried any one 
under it. 

It was alfo neceffary to fupport a degree of cold fo 
exquifite and intenfe, that the inhabitants of the coun- 
try, though accuftomed to its fharpnefs, fometimes 
lofe an arm or aleg by it. Brandy was the only liquor 

that 


* See the works of M. Godia, intitled, ** To the Manes of 
#* Lewis XV.” 
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that did not freeze there. If the veffel out of which 
‘they drank it, was held clofe to the lips, the cold ufed 
to fix it there, and it was neceflary to tear the lips to 
pull them afunder. 

Nothing difcouraged the Academicians. They each 
of them made their refpective obfervations in private, 
which all coincided with a degree of precifion that de- 
termined their accuracy. After all thefe attentions, trou- 
bles, and labours, they were shipwrecked on the guiph 
of Bothnia, and were near lofing their lives, and the 
fruits of this hazardous and laborious undertaking. 

The Academicians who went to Peru, experienced 
ftill greater obftacles: they reckoned that they fhould not 
fiay above four years out of their country, but they. 
were obliged to remain abroad ten years. ‘Fhe inha- 
bitants feemed to a@ in concert with nature, to thwart 
and to torment them. They were accompanied by 
M. de Jufficu,:a. betanift; M. de Seniergues, a fur- 
geon; M. Hugo, a watchmaker, and mathematical, 
inftrument-maker ; M. Verguin, draughtfman: for the 
Plans and charts, and M. de Moraiaville, draught 
man for the natural hiftory. —) 

They had recommendations from the Kin of France 
to all the Governors of foreign places, and paffports- 
from the King of Spain. They were provided with 
money and bills of exchange. In a ward, every thin 
that can infure the fuccefs of a voyage, and make it 
ufeful and convenient, had been attended to and 
prepared. | 

After a long, troublefome, and perilous voyage, M. 
de la Condamine did, in fome meafure, firft take pof- 
feffion of the country in the name of the fciences. 

€ engraved upon the rock of Palmar the following 
infcription in Latin: It has been found by aftronomical 
obfervations, that this promontory is fituated under the 
Equator. This prelude is followed by freth difficul- 
ties to get to Quito, and the reader will be fri htened 
at the bare recital of them, independent of t eir fa- 
. ae which nothing could scnal but their patience. 

aae money of the Academicians now bezan to i ; 
they 
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they were obliged to raife fome upon their effects, 
and'‘they were accufed of fmuggling, for having fold 
their fhirts; upon which an a€tion was brought againtt 
them. They at. laft fucceeded fo far as to eftablith 
their fignals ypon the tops or upon the inclination of 
thirty-nine mountains, in an extent of fourfcore lefgues, 
having begun a little on this fide the Equator, and 
ended three degrees on the other fide of it. 

The feries - their triangles reached from Cabarau- 
row, to the north of Quito, as far as Chinan, to the 
fouth: of Cuenga. 

Their labours were not yet finifhed, when, as they 
were affifting at a bull-fight, the populace rofe up 
againft them, threatening to deftroy them. M. Seni- 
ergues alone, conjecturing the caufe of this tumult, 
‘put himfelf in a pofture of defence; he checked, for 
‘a moment, thefe furious people, and at firft drove 
them back ; but continuing ftill to refift them with in- 
trepidity, he fell, pierced with wounds, at the feet of 
the Academicians, who carried him off, covered with 
blood, while they at the fame time defended them- 
felves againft thefe unforefeen hoftilities. 

Love was the caufe of this outrage. A Peruvian, 
~who was jealous of Senierzues, had refolved to have 
him affaffinated, and fncceeded but too well. Senier- 

ues died in the arms of M. de la Condamine, charg- 
ing him to take care to have him avenged. 

This was a frefh action the Academicians had to 
uphold. It lafted three years. The author of the 
murder was condemned to exile; he did not, how- 
ever, quit the country, but turned prieft, 

Before their departure, they had a thiid a¢tion to 
maintain. ‘This was on account of the two pyramids 
they withed to erect at the two extremities of the bafis, 
accurately meafured upon the land itfelf, to ferve as 
the foundation for all their calculations. Thefe pyra- 
mids would afterwards have furnifhed them an eaf 
and fure method of verifying their obfervations; fo 
that this was rather an abject of utility than of vanity. 
Same Spanish officers took umbrage at the infcription, 


in 
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in which mention was made of the King of France, 
and epee it. M. de la Condamine, in the name of 
his colleagues, carried this point: the two pyramids 
were raifed, but have been demolifhed fince the de- 
parture of the Academicians. 


£ND OF THE FIRST VOLUME. 
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N°. Il. 


Memorial on behalf of the Parliament, againft the Dukes 
and Peers, prefented to his Rayal Highne/s the Duke 
of Orleans, Regent. . 


MonsEIGNEUR, 


HE Parliament flatter themfelves that thty have 
given fufficient proofs of their zcal for your 
R.H. to hope that you will not deprive them of their 
honours ; honours which they have been tn poffetlion 
of for fo many centuries. If the Peers of France had 
looked upon thefe diftin€tions as recent ufurpations, 
and as attacks made upon their dignity, would they 
have neglected to pee bee of them in 1664? Would 
they not have endeavoured to deflroy them, at a tune 
when the late King appeared to be in no favourable 
difpofition towards that -Court, and when, in cem- 
pliance with their importunate clamours, the eftablifh- 
ed order of voting was fubverted? ‘Their filence is a 
convincing proof of the novelty of their pretenfions ; 
which have no othcr fource ghan in the pride of the 
Duke dUzes, who, from a haughty caprice, would 
not take off his hat at the time of giving his vote. 
find what they now teke upon them to call an inter- 
Vou. d. I ruption, 
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ruption, which defeats the prefcriptive right, is the 
only foundation of their chimerical idea. In their 
eagernefs to avail themfelves of the mceft trifling op- 
portunities, they wished to take advantage of this at- 
tempt of the Duke d'Uzes; they exerted all their in- 
tereft to have it approved and dethorifed by his Ma- 
jefty. But that wife Prince readily underftood that an 
infringement of the dignity of thofe perfons who had 
the honour of reprefenting hin, was a diminution of 
his own ; he therefore forbade fuch attempts for the 
‘future, -under pain of his difpleafure, and 0! exemplary 
‘punifhment. ° | 

‘The Peers fhould call to mind what the Parliament 
has done in their favour fince thefe few years pat: 
they ufed to ‘ais thendelves in the fame place with 
the Senefchals in order to take their oaths, and were 
admitted upon the footing of Counfellors of a Sove- 
-reigr Court. But this title—which formerly the Princes 
of the blood, and the Dukes of Guife, in their greateft 
fplendor, would not have difdained—hurting the pride 
of our modern Peers, the Parliament reaatly agreed to 
the fuppreffion of it ; and, by an eafy condefcenfion,‘of . 
which. the Firft Prefident Harlay was the principal 
mover, they relaxed upon this point ; which ftrorzly 
marked that fuperiority of the Prefidents, they row 
call in queftion with fo much acrimony. ‘Their un- 
bounded ambition has not been fatisfied with an ad- 
vantage which they owe to the mo‘eration of Parlia- 
ment. As one pretenfion with them begets more, and 
one favour granted is a foundation for afking a fecond, 
they entertained a thought of being eleted.1n the fame 
manner as the Prefidents ; and, expetting to find an 
entire compliance ina Mayiftrate, much attached to 
the Court, they applied themfelves to our Firft Pre- 
fident *, and imagined that he would readily fide 
with them in the affair of the hat. But they could 
neither feduce him by their flattery, nor intimidate 
him by their threats, the fhameful effe€ts of which 
. have been fince but too apparent. He maintained the 

honour of the Company with fo much zeal and sels 
nefs, 


* John Anthony de Mefme. cy 
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nefs, that, notwithftanding the preffing folicitations of 
the Peers to the late King, he obtained a promife from 
his Majefty, that he would not give any decifion. 

The hopes of the Peers were then turned towards 
your R. H.; they offered you their fervices, when the 
King, whofe death was fhortly expected, and unavoid- 
able, and whofe intentions were not known, fhould be 
expired, But they would not engage nor declare them- 
felves for your R. H. unlefs they received affurances 
that you would favour their pretenfions; and they 
gave yourR. H. to underttand, that without thofe con- 
ditions you were not to depend uponthem. 

Your R. H. will pleafe to give a moment’s attention 
to the difference of the piceccane between the Parlia- 
ment and the Peers. Our zeal alone has prompted us 
toferve you. Weextorted no promife. Our fuffrages 
had already infured the Rezency to you, before the 
Peers were intitled to vote. For we vo not imagine 
they would feriovfly maintain, that they have the night 
of difpofing ot the Regency, anu evenof the Kingdom, 
in cafe of a difputed fucceflion, though they have 
been hardy enough to propagate fuch ant:'ea, and to 
infinuate it in their memorial of 1664. Upon what’ 
ground can they fupport the pretenfion? s it beeaufe 
their agzregate body is compofed of the three Eftates 
of the Kingdom ? Or becaufe they confider themfelves 
as the fucceffors of the Dukes of Burgun‘y, Guienne, 
and Normandy? Your R. H. has certainly not forgor- 
ten that the Prefident de Maifon has been feveral times 
commifioned by you, to affure the Parliament, that 
they anght depend upon the honour of your proteétion ; 
and that, far from ciminifhing their prerogatives, you 
would rather increafe them, whenever the adminiftra- 
tion of the kingdom fhould be placed in your hands. 
And what coes the Parliament afk at prefent of your 
R. H. but merely the favour of leaving them-in the qui- 
et poffeifion of their privileges? We are far from pre- 
tending to call in cueftion your right of judging thefe 
kinds of difputes; and if one of our moft iuftrious Ma- 
giftrates has faidin your R. H.’s prefeace, that the de- 
cHion belonged to the King, it was not fo much from 

12 any 
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any doubt he had of your authority, as to fuggeft to you 
a {pecious pretence fur leaving the matter undecided till 
the King’s majority. 

Is it not ftrange, that, to gratify their vanity, the 
Pecrs, who are but a portion of the Parliament, thould 
make this diflurbance init, at a time when the greateft 
harmony ought to fubfift between all the bodies, and 
when they ought all to concur with unanimity in the pre- 
fervation ‘of peace? If they were well attected towards 
your R. H. would they expofe youtothe hazard of a 
decifion, the confequences of which might be dange- 
' rous? Your R. H. is not unacquainted with the cegree 
of confideration which the Parliament enjoysin the ca- 
pital, and throughout the whole kingdom of France ; 
what weight their authority carries in the mott important 
affairs of the State; and what influence their example 
has on the other Parliaments. In vain would the Peers 
make themfelves appear formidable ; is it on account of 
their wealth? Mott of them have not fo much as was 
neceflary to conttitute a Roman Knight, and they main- 
tain themfelves only by forming, unfuitable alliances. 
Are they to be feared for their prowefs ? Contented with 
' the dignities of peace, they fet no great value upon ni- 
litary employments ; and, excepting a fmall number of 
them, they are in general bad foldiers, and have given 
fo few fpecimens of their valour, that one would ima- 
gine the adminiftration of juftice feemed more congenial! 
to them. . . 

But they might, perhaps, engage the Nobility to 
fide with them? It is known they have difgufted 
them, by their ridicylovs haughtinefs, on every occafion, 
and particularly in ihe that they fhould follow 

them on that day of the King’s deceafe, or that they 
Should walk as a diftinét and feparate body. So con- 
tagious is the air of Peerage, that even the Archb'thop 
Duke of Rheims, whofe dignity is tranfitorv, was rot 
afhamed of engaging in fo odious a plan ; thus facrific- 
Ing to‘a momentary honour, the interefts of the No- 
bility, for whom his attachment, in general, was well 

known. : 
But 
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But itis not the diftinGion of the Prefidents 2 ALortier 
that irritates them ; their ambition has higher views : 
and, not daring openly to equal themtelves to the 
Princes of the Blood, they endeavour to diminith the 
‘honours and prerogatives which make to great a dif 
ference between thein, notwithitanding the conformity 
of dignities, ee : 

Nothing can blige your R. H. to give a decifion 
upon this queftion. Canthe Pecrs have any caufe of 
complaint, if you leave thinzs in the fame fitnation 
they have always been? And would it not be degrad- 
ing to'the Parliament, to deprive them of the honours 
with which our Kings have thorght fir to grace the 
perfons who were to reprefent them? ‘The annulling 
of the act of the 27th of September, which ts mercly a 
precaution of police, to prevent thofe commotions the | 
Peers intended to excite on the day of the declaration 
of the Regency, has already fufficiently difgufted the 
Parliament, without increafing, by new mortifications, 
their jut caufes of complaint. 

Yet, if your R. H. were notwithftanding determin- 
ed to judge this matter (a fuppofition not confiftent 
with true policy) it can only be refpeéting titles or 
poffeffion. The Peers cannot but ackaguledae that 
cuftom is againft them, fince they oppofe it; and if 
they have any titles, let them produce them, we will 
anticipate your R. H.’s fentence, and condemn our- 
felves. But our poffeffion ts not only certain, and 
from time immemorial, it is alfo attefted in our archives, 
and the nature of it 1s eftablifhed by thofe permanent 
memorials. Will any one venture to attack the au- 
thority of thefe folil foundations of public fecurity, 
thefe facred depofits of the wills of our Kings ? 

Formerly the Peers had no other prerogative but 
thofe which were enjoyed by all perfons poffeffed of 
Noble fiefs ; they were both admitted, in the’ moving 
Parliaments which followed the Court, to deliberate 
on affairs of State, and adminiftet juftice to individuals. 
‘The general affemblies were commonly tumultuous 3 
the Kings were by no means inafters of the deliberati- 
ons taken in them; the Judges were moftly, either 


13. entirely 
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enurefy ignorant, or at leaft liad very little knowledge 
of the common or of the ftatute law; and the parties 
were expofed to great injuftice. | 

Philip the Fair, finding it abfolutely neceflary to 
change the form of thcfe Parliaments, gave thema~ 
fixed refidence, and fettled the time and the place of 
the meeting of their affemblies; for the convenience of 
the fubjefts, and the fpeedy adminiftration of juftice. 
‘The Parliament of Paris was compofed, one half of 
Clergy, and the other of Laity, who were named by 
the King at the opening of their feffion. Two Prelates 
and two Noblemen were commiffioned to prefide. But 
who were thofe named by the Dauphin Charles, during 
the captivity of King John? The Count of Evreux, 
and the Count of Burgundy. The twelve Peers were 
admitted into Parliament, as honorary .and perpetual 
Counfellors by their rank of Peerage ; the Counfel- 
lors, on the contrary, were chofen by the King 5 who 
changed them at his pleafure, that thefe proud vaffals 
might be fenfible of the power of the Sovereign. Bhi- 
lip the Fair gave the precedency over them to the 
Prefidents, as reprefentatives of their fovereign Matter, 
in the aiminiftration of juftice; and the number of 
Pretidents being afterwards increafed, the laft appoint- 
ed took place io the fame tile as the firft, above the 
Peers: which isa certain proof that an increafe of the 
number of Prefidents does not prevent their unity, and 
jndivifibility with regard to the reprefentation, and the 
honours infeparably attached to it. 

Thofe powerful Princes would, no doubt, have 
been offended at feeing fo many perfons placed above 
them, if they had not confidered the whole body of 
them as making one Chief: they fufferd, without mur- 
muring, the ordinary Counfellors to have a kind of 
fuperiority over the honorary ones; and it is to mark 
this prerogative, that a Counfellor clofes the Bench of 
Peers to this day. | 

As the Peers make a part of the Parliament, and as 
the caufes which concern them are tried in that Court, it 
bas fometimes been called, very improperly, TAe Court of 

Peers. 
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Peers. But it is in faG the King’s Court, where juftice 
is adminiftered in his name; and in which the Peers. 
fit. It is true, that they have a feat in other Parlia- 
ments; but this is only as honorary Counfellors: and 
the fame honour is granted to the Counfellors of the 
Grand Chamber, as a mark of refpcét to the fupzrior: 
Parliament. .— - | : 

Have the Ecclefiaftical Peers, who piqued them- 
felves fo much upon being the moft ancient Pecrs of | 
the kingdom, and whom we hear continually regret- 
ting the precedence they have over the Princes of the 
blood, any further diftintion in Parliament, than mere- - 
ly the fitting above. the Dean, in the fame manner as 
the other Bilhops, who are admitted by the preroga- 
tive of their fees? ‘Thefe Prelates are, like them, ho- 
norary Counfellors ; like them, they are not admitted 
before they have taken tlie oaths,. Neither of them 
are Counféllors by birth, their right being fufpended 
till their reception. And as this law is common to the 
Lay Peers, what.reafon can they.allege for the new 
diffieulty-- they-have ftarted with regard to the Duke 
of Richelieu, and for arrefting the courfe of juttice, 
in the execution of the wifeft and moft important of all 
edicts. ? - . 

Ina word, the fons and grandfons of France fee, 
without the leaft fcruple, the Prefidents feated above 
them. Even the Dauphin, thé moft perfect image of 
Royalty, who with one hand touches the Crown, while 
he lawe the other to-the earth, in token of fubjection ; 
the Dauphin himfelf cannot, without an exprefs com- 
miffion from the King, take place of the Prefidents, 
And at the time when the Princes of the blood were 
only confidered as Noblemen defcended from the Royal 
Family, and as Peers holding fiefs, the firft Prefident 
did not falute them in afking their votes. It is only 
fince Henry ll: declared them Peers by birth, that he 
uncovers himfelf when he calls upon them for their 
fuffrage. And the Peers, thefe modern Peers, exclaim 
againft an honour attached to the dignity of Prefident, 
jealous, without doubt, of that which Princes of the 
Blood enjoy. 

I 4 Hiftory 
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_ Hiftory acquaints us, that when the Chancellor de 
Rochefort went, in the year 1509, in the name of 
Lewis XII. to receive the homage of Philip Archduke 
of Auftria, for the counties of Flanders, Artois, and 
Charolois—he took the precedency of him from the 
moment of his arrival in the town of Arras, which was 
appointed for that ceremony. He remairied feated, 
and with his hat on, when the Prince prefented him- 
felf to take the oath of allegiance. The Prefidents, 
who reprefent the King, in a fituation no lefs exalted, 
would, no doubt, have a right not to falute the Peers 
when they enter the Grand Chamber to come to their 
places; and, fince the Peers, on account ef a few li- 
mited honours which they -enjoy at Court, have ima- 
gined that they could oblige the Nobility to follow 
them, with much more reafon might the Prefidents, 
who are abovethemin Parliament, require preeedenc 
of them in every other fituation, if they were as reftlels 
and as turbulent in their difpofition. | 

The Greeks and the Romans, thofe warlike nati- 
ons, preferred the gown to the fword, becaufe force 
is only the fupport of juftice, and is only to be confi- 
dered fo Jong as it retains that charatteriftic. The 
Republics of Venice, Holland, and Genoa, ftill con- 
duct themfelves according to thefe maxims, Yet thefe 
Gentlemen, who, on every trifling bufinefs, are ready 
ta fly for fhelter to thé protection of the law, affect to 
hold it in contempt. 

If the Parliament, which, at its firft inftitution, was 
only filled by Nobles, has fince, through corruption, 
been open to the dregs of the people, fuch a mixture 
does not tarnish the Tattve of the profeffion ; and the 
. body of Peers, which have been much more difgraced, 
has no right to reproach us with it. 

‘There is but one fort of Nobility: itis indeed ac- 
quired by different means; by military employments, 
and by thofe of the Magiftracy. But their rights and 
prerogatives are the fame. ‘The robe is not lefs illuf- 
trious than the fword. The Chancellors, and the 
Keepers of the Seals, are equal to the Conftables, and 
Marfhals of France ; the Prefidents @ Mortier, i a 

es 
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Dukes and Peers, who, like them, gave way without 
oppofition to the Chief of the Magiftracy. c3 

But if we are, to come to the invettigation of families, 
we fhall not be afraid to aver, that there.are many 
families in the Parliament, fuperior to thofe of the 
Peers. Wedo not, indeed, think ourfelves obliged 
to give credit to their fabulous genealogy, adopted by ~ 
the too credulovs Dufourny*; and, without entering 
into too great a detail on that fubjeét, it will not be 
improper here to give your R. H. a fummary, at leaft, 
but faithful account of the origin of feveral Dukes. 
Your Highnefs will afterwards 2 able to judge whe- 
ther, in favour of fuch people, it is jutt to abafe the 
firft Company of the kingdom, and whether they do 
wifely in attacking it. 

We preferve in our Court the documents of ennobling 
the two firft Dukes. Gerault Baffet + was ennobled by 
the Bifhop of Valence, in 1304. He was fon to John 
Baftet, apothecary at Viviers; who, according to the 
fame regifter, bought the eftate of Cruflob, in 1300, 
of the heirs of that houfe. 

Nicholas dela Tremouille, whofe entertaining genius ~ 
obtained him the favour of Charles V. was ennobled 
by letters patent in 1375. A torrent of wealth® and: 
honours foon {welled this little fpring into a mighty 
ftream. 

Maximilian de Bethune is treated like a. man of no 
kind of note, by Marfhal Tavannes, in his Memoirs : 
His father, John de Bethune, was an adventurer, who 
gave out that he came from Scotland; he was called 
Bethon, agreeable to the foreign pronunciation. The - 
additions to the memoirs of Calclana, hint at the un- 
certainty of his origin, by faying that the Bethuhes 
of Scotland fprang from the Bethunes of Flandsgs. 
John de Bethune debauched Jane de Melun,. daughter 
of the Lord of Rofni, and married her. Andrew 
Duchefne has firice made them defcendants from the . 
Bethunes of Flanders, and was well rewarded for it. ' 


I5 Luines 





# ‘Anditor of Accounts, author of the © Nobiliare Francois.” 
t Real name of the Dukes d'Uzes, | 
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Luines*, Brantes, and Caenet, were three brothers, 
who had but one cloak, which they wore by turns, 
when they went to the Louvre. Their father, Ho- 
noré Albert, was an advocate at Mornas, a fmall town 
of the county, where lawyers rank with Nobility.. 
Never was fortune fo great, nor fo rapid. Charles 
Albert was made Duke de Luines and Conftable; 
Brantes, who had pleaded as an advocate, obtained 
the title of Duke of Luxembourg by marriage: and 
Cadenet was created Duke de Chaulnes. They are 
now made to defcend from the Albertis of Italy. 

The Coffé Briffacs are very illuftrious, but not very 
ancient. ‘They once pretended ta be defcendants 
from the Coflés of Italy, as may be feen in the addi- 
tions of Caftelnau ; at prefent they choofe to owe their 
origin to a family of Coffé, in the county of Maine. 

René Vignerot +,. domeftic and player on the lute 
to Cardinal Richelieu, ferved him with fo much dex- 
terity in his pleafures, that he confented to give him 
his fifter, who had fallen in love with him. Pre after- 
wards obtained for him the fucceffion to his dukedom 
of Richelieu. Vignerot’s mother’s fecond hufband was 
a falconer. | 

The Duke de St. Simon’s fortune and nobility are fo: 
recent, that every body is acquainted with them. One 
of his coufins was almoft within our day groom to 
Madame de Schomberg. The refemblance of the 
arms of {@ Vacquerie,, which this family quarters with 
thofe of Vermandois, gave him occafion to fay, that he 
claitiis his defcent from a Princefs of that houte. In 
“fat, the vanity of this petty Duke'is carried to fuch 
an exces of folly, that in his genealogy, he makes a 
“ghizen, pulled ve Bou, who was Judge of Mayenne,. 
gad mvarried the heirefs of the elder branch of his fa- 
ily, defeend from the houfe of Bofu. 
 Clorgt Vert, the carcafe-butcher, would Be greatly 
_ furprifed, in looking down from the pinnacle of his 
- ‘dignity, to fee himfelf the anceftor of the numerous 

‘polit ty of La Rochefoucault, Rouff, &c. sates 

e 





* Their true name is Albert. | ee 
+ Real oame of the Dykes of Richelicu. 
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“The Newville-Villeroys are defcended ‘from a fith- 
monger, clerk of the kitchen to FrancisI. He is 
mentioned in that quality, in the Chamber of Accounts. 
_ His fon, Regifter of the Hotel de Ville, was Provoit 

of Merchants, and father to Nicholas de Neuville, 

Uther, and Secretary of State. The ftatelinefs of 
~Marfhal Villeroy can fcarcely reconcile itfelf to fo - 
flender anextraétionn . 

The JEffrées are ennobled only within 250 years. 
The Cardinal d’Efrées, after.much trouble, has not 
been able to.trace any.thing farther. . 

The Boulainvilliers, - Boufflers, and Lauzuns, 150 
years - were not known farther than the limits of 
their villages.» 

The Grammonts have at lait fettled their arms, and 
derive them from the houfe of ure. The Count de 
Grammont afked the Marthal one day what aris they 
fhould bear that year. They owe their nfe to Cors/- 
anda Dakrdonin, their grandinother, miftrefs to Henry 
IV: and fince, to the alliance of the Marfhal with the 
Cardinal de Richelieu.:. 

The: Noailles are defcended from a fervant of Peter 
Roger,” Count de Beaufort, Vifcount de Turenne, who 

-ennobled them, and made a fief of a little corner of 
the Noailles eftate, where that fervant was born. The 

Montmorins are in poffeffion of the title, which they 

would never give up to the Duke of Bouillon during 

their quarrel. De Noailles, Bithop of Acqs, in the 
vear 1556, bought a part of the eftate of Noailles 
from the .Lignerat family, and in the year 1559 he 
purchafed the remainder of the eftate and the caftle. 

The family of Monxtmorin fill preferve a ptece of ta- 

peftry, in which one of the Noailles family is feén put- 

ting difhes upon the table. The ftock of this arrogant 
family was very low. 

Charles dela Porte *, Marfhal de:la Meilleraye, fa- 
ther of the late Duke of Mazarin, was fon to a famous 
advocate in this Parliament, whofe father was an apo- 
ahecary at Partenat. This Marfhal, whofe mother was 

. aunt 


® Real oame of the Dukes of Mazarin. 
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aunt to the Cardinal of Richelieu, owed his fortune 
afterwards to him. : 

The Duke of Harcourt is defcended from a baftard 
fon of a Bifhop of Bayeux. ‘Fohn d’Harcourt Beuvron. 
was Vifcount or Judge of Caen in 1554. His fon was 
chofen, with fome more citizens 5 PV aren, to ftrew 
flowers before Henry IV. at his public entry in that 
city, as is attefted in the book of the aniiquities of 

en. | 

_ The Duke d’Epernon. Rouillac, a famous genealo- 
gift, has informed us, that the Parddaillans * Monte/pan, 
defcended from a baftard of a Canon of Leytour, in 
Gafcony. 

Cantien de Villars, Regifter of Condrieux in 1486, as 
well as his father Clau./e de Villars. "is nephew en- 
yoyed the letters de Nobleffe he had obtained, and, af- 
ter having been a country farmer, was reftored on the 
16th of February 1586. 

The Potiers, Dukes de Gefvres, and de Trémes, are 
defcended from members come from the Parliament, 
and thofe not of the beft families. Other houfes have 
had employments there. One ‘Fohn de Mailli was 
Counfellor in the Court under Charles VJ. 

The Clermont Tonnerres were only Counfellors of the 
Dauphin de Viennois ; and as to the other Clermonts, 
among whem is the Bifhop de Laon, what were they 
before the marriage of Francis de Chatte, with the wi- 
dow of one Poliynac, whofe fervant he had been? 

Such, Sir, is the extraétion of a confiderable part 
of the Peers of the realm; but neither sven thefe, 
nor among the others whom we do not name here, is 
there any one, without exception, who, has not Tome 
alliance with the robe ; and they have frequently al- 
lied themfelves with the loweft part of the. profeffion ; 
for we do not pretend to deny, that we have among 
us feveral claffess which we diftinguthh by the title 
of the great, the middle, and the lower order of the 
‘robe. 

It is neverthelefs thefe people who compare them- 
elves to the Dukes of Burgundy, of Guyenne, and of 
Normandy ; and to the Counts of Flanders, of Cham- 
= pugn, 

Name of the Dukes d’Eptraon, now exting. 
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paign, and of Touloufe, It is thefe people who are 
caballing to reduce the legitimated Princes of the 
Blood to the rank of their peerage, who, not content- 
ed with treating the Parliament with contempt, would 
make the Nobility pive place to them, expeét from 
them the title of Monfetgneur in their letters, refufing 
them the right hand at their houfes, and would 
even obtain diitinétions, hitherto unheard of, and re- 
fufe *, to meafure their fwords with Gentlemen. In 
a word, it is thefe people, who, forgetting that they 
compofe a part of the Parliament, dare to rank among 
the commonalty this Company, the moft auguft in the 
kingdom. | 
+ PosSTPONED TILE THE KING’S MAJORITY. 
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Account of the General Affembly of the Proprietors ve the 
Weftern Company, and the India Company united to it. 
(Of the 30th of December 1719.) 

IN the year 1719, on the'zoth day of December in 
the morning, in the General Affembly of the Weft- 

ern and India Companies, convoked by public notice, 

in obfervance of the article XLII. of the letters patent 
for the eftablifhment of the fait Weftern Company, and 
of the article of the edit fignifying the coalition of the 
faid Company with the India Company ; in which af- 
fembly, holden in the upper gallery of the hotel of 
the Bank Royal, were prefent his R. H. the Duke of 
Orleans, his R. H. the Duke of Chartres, his R. H. 
the Duke of Bourbon, Princes of the Blood, and other 
great and diftinguifhed perfons of the kingdom; as 
alfo M. Law, Dire€tor Genera] of the faid Company, 
and of the faid Bank Royal ; the thirty private Direc- 
tors of the faid India Company, and of the affairs ap- 
pertaining to it; and the proprietors themfelves, to 
the number of more than two thoufand.—After the 
Princes of the Blood and the Nobles had taken their 
| fea 
* Perhaps from other motives, than thofe of vanity. oF 
tt Seatcace of the Duke of Orlcaas, 
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feats, M. Corneau, pleader in the Council, and of the 
faid Direétors of the India Company, faluted his R. 
H.the Regent, and in the name of the (aid Dire@ors 
fpoke as follows: . : 
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“ MonsSEIGNEUR, 


« The general Proprietors of the Weitern: and: India 
Companies, convoked by the confent of your R. H. 
for the obfervance of the article XLII. of the letters 
patent for the eftablifhment of the Weftern Com- 
pany, and of the article of the edict of coalition 
that hath been made between that and the india 
Company, has two principal objects in view. 

“<The one is, to communicate to the Proprietors 
what hath been done by the Directors for and in 
the name of the Company fince the laft meeting, in 
oricr that the fame may be ratified and approved of . 
by the Proprietors. - 


_ The other is, to prefent to the Propnetors the ba- 
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lance of the receipts and difhurfements, in order to | 
certify the produce that ts to form the dividend of the 
ares. : 
« With regard to the firft point, the Directors are 
able to -fatisfy the Proprietors, by expofing to them 
all that has been done for and in the- name of the 
Company fince the laft general meeting. 
«© But with regard to the balance of the receipts and 
difburfements, it has not been poflible for the Di- 
rectors to fettle and draw it out, confidering the 
great number of affairs that have been joined to thofe 
of the Company, and trufted to the care of the Di- 
rectors; which hath fcarce left them time fufficient 


to fettle the neceffary regulations for a prudent ad- 
—miniftration. 


‘In fact, to eftablith the Colonies of Louifiana, to 


‘fend off the fhips laden. with rich cargoes to the 


Indies, to reanimate the commerce with Africa and 
the northern countries, to eftablifh the admmiftration 
of the Farms General, to treat with his Majefty 
for the alienation of ftriking the ccin for nine -years 


~“* and for the refining, to adminifter the general re- 
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* ceipts of twenty generalities in the kingdom and of 
“ the countries where States are holden, to offer to 
“¢ Jend to his Majefty fifteen hundred millions of livres* 
“. to be employed towards the difcharge of the nation- 
«¢ a] debt, to deliver to the public one hundred and 
“fifty millions+ of new ihares; all thefe affairs, 
«“‘ which were intrufted to the care of the Diretors, 
‘“¢ furnifh fo many evident reafons which have not per- 
«¢ mitted them to form their general balance to prefent 
“« it to the Proprietors at this meeting. 

‘« Neverthelefs, although the balance cannct be 
“ fettled, and the produce ftated, the Proprietors may 
‘¢ be affured that every thing paffes for the good and 
“advantage of the. Company ; that the colonies cf 
J ouifiana are going on profperoufly ; that the trade 
“to India, and that-to Africa, and to the north, are 
“ affuming new vigour; that the procuce of the Farms 
a Pen vifibly increafing ; that there will be very 
confiderable profits arifing from the adminiftration 
“© and ftriking of the coin, and from the refining of 
the. materials ; that the Company with to ccono- 
“ mize the expences of taxations, and of the emolu- 
ments given to the Receivers General of Finance, 
fo that the dividend of the old fhares of the Weftern 
Company might be fixed at prefent at the proportion 
of 40 per cent. and a like dividend for the hundred 
and fifty millions of the new jihares in the India 
“*« Company.” | 

The Regent interrupted the fpeaker in this place, 
and faid, that the whole of the old and new aétions 
confifting of 300 millions {, it was therefore 120 mil- 
hons § that were to be diftributed to the Proprietors 
in the year 1720... 

M. Law faid, ¥es, Monfeigneur, and added, that 
the new Proprietors could not partake of this dividend 
till after the cumplete payment of their fub{criptions, 
that is to fay, in the month of July 1720, unlefs they 
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* Sixty-two millions five hundred thoufand pounds. 

+ Six millions two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds, 
{ Twelve millions five hundred thovfsnd pounds, 

-§ Five millioas, 
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chofe rather to fulfil their fubfcriptions at prefent > 
which he thought equitable to leave to their option. 
He added likewife, that a dividend of 4 per cent. 
fhould be given to the. new shares for the year 1718, 
and as much for the year 1719. 

The Regent refumed the difcourfe, and faid, that 
this muft be by a-retroactive effect, fince the fubfcrip- 
tions had not been delivered in tll the end of 1719. 
M. Law anfwered, Yes, Monfeigneur ; and the Affem-. 
bly applauded by clapping of hands. 

Afterwards, a known Proprietor, who was near the 
table of the Affembly, demanded permiffion to fpeak 
—which being granted him, he afked, if the new Pro- 
prietors, who fhould fulfil from that tune their fubfcrip- 
lions in one fingle payment, would not be treated 
more favourably than thofe who fhould only fulfil 
their payments in the month of July, and if the firft 
would not have fome preference ? 

The Regent did him the honour to anfwer him, and 
faid, that it was not poffible to grant any preference 
to the moft ative, becaufe it was neceflary that the 
lot of all the Proprietors fhould be equal, and that no- 
thing could be given to fome without deducting from 
the others. | 

M. Law added, that thofe Proprietors who fhould 
make good their fubfcriptions immediately, would have 
an a ae advantage, inafmuch as they would receive 
zo per cent. for their fhares during the firft fix months ; 
whereas the Proprietors who fould not complete 
their payments tilt the month of July, would not be 
intitled to any benefit till the laft fix months in the 
year. The Company did nst applaud this declaration. 

M. Corneau afterwards refumed his difcourfe, by 
enumerating fucceffively twenty articles, the ratifica- 
tion of which was propofed to the Directors. It would 
be neeclefs to mention them here, as thefe twenty ar- 
ticles had only in view the coalition of the Indiaywith 
the Weftern Company, and the union of all thagtffairs 
that have been joined to the India Company, which 
includes the Weftern. The above-named M. Corneau 
immediately read, upon each of thefe articles, the 

letters 
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letters patent and decrees pointing out thefe faid coa- 
litions, and efpecially the lctters of fettlement for the 
India Company, thole of the decrce by which the leafe 
of the Farms General of Aymard Lambert was annul- 
led, and of the decree refpeCting the alienation of the 
coin, and the privileges of refining ; all which letters 
patent and decrees are very extenfive, befice which 
they are publifhed ; the reading. of them, therefore, 
which took up an hour at the meeting, would be ufe- 
Iefs in this account. : 

After the enumeration of the(e twenty articles, known 
to the whole Affembly by the decrees published at the 
time, the above-named M. Corneau procee.ied to pro- 
pofe fome new articles, which called up the attention 
of the Company, and occafioned univertal filence. 

The firft article propofed, was to render tobacco a 
mercantile commie: by changing the fpecial grant, 
which was the object of leafing it, into a cuty of import. 

The Regent replied—that without doubt the Direc- 
tors had examined the procuce that was to be expected 
from aduty of import ; that he underftood well it would 
give a greater facility to trade, but that he fhould ce- 
pend upon the refearches of the Diredtors, to be affur- 
ed whether the proJuce of a duty of import would be 
equal to the leafe. | | 

~The fecond article propofed was cc:icerring the du- 
ty or tax to be gathered upon the cottons of Louifiana, 
This article was not treated in a very Intelivible man 
ner; it was not eyen difcuffed, but naffed without ex- 
amination. 7s 

The third article propofed was, to perimit the India 
Companv to eftablifh mayuzines in all the harbours and 
ports of the kingdom, and even in feveral other cities 
named in the memorial that was read: into which ma- 

azines, all the hemp that was thrathedin the kingdom 
jhould be obliged to be carried by thofe who had ga- 
thered it, and that the Incia Company fhould pay 
thein for it at <iferent prices, refpecting the fitnation 
of the magazines, anc according toa fixed rate; which 

was alfo read at full length. 
This 
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This article, though equally important, and not lefs 
extenfive in its confequences, was not difcufled at the 
mecting ; 1t feemed, upon the whole, to mect with the 
Regent's approbation, but with reference to a fuller ex~ 
ainination. 

The fourth article propofed, was the .remonftrance 
of the Directors ; who required that they fhould be al- 
lowe ! to withdraw 150 of the 200 fhares they had de- 
pofited at their entrance into the Weftern Company, as 
a fecurity for their adminiftration. 

The motive of this claim, propofed by M. Corneau 
their Counfellor was, that at ihe time of the fettle- 
ment of the Weftern Company, -thefe two ‘hundred 
thares were not worth more than 100,000 livres *, but 
that now, at the price to which they were raifed, they 
made a fund of two millions of livres +; fo that the nfty 
fhares which they propofed leaving in the cheft, 
amounted to ¢00,000 lneeee, which exceeded by 
four-fifths the Pind of 100,000 livres §, which they had 
meant to dépofit in order to be appoimted Directors of 
the Weiftern Company. .To this M. Corneau added, 
that although the intereft of the Directors feemed ra- 
ther apparent in this ae which they confidered 
as a juft one, yet the benefit of the Proprietors was no 
Jefs interetted in it ; becaufe when it fhould become ne- 
ceffary, either from the death of fome one of them, or 
from the urgency and multitude of affairs annexed to 
the India Company, to replace any of the prefent 
Direétors, or to increafe their number, as the fitu- 
ation of the Direg&tors was to be perfectly ‘equal, it 
would be difficult to find, united in the fame perfons, 
fufficient property to make up a fund of two millions |, 
which fhould remain as a depofit in the cheft, and, at 
the fame time, fufficient knowledge and ability to con- 
dud the affairs committed to their care ; by which both 
the Adminiftrators and the Proprietors might fuffer con- 
-fiderably. : ne 

The 


* Upwarde of four thoufand pounds. 
Between eighty-th:ee and eighty-four thoufand pounds. 
{ Near twenty-one thoufand pounds. 
Upwards of four thoufand pounds. 
}] Upwards of eighty-three thoufand pounds. 
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The Regent replied—that although the funds ad- 
‘vanced by each of the Directors, amounted at prefent 
to two millions of livres *, yet this was an event which 
they could not have expected at the time of their acced- 
ing to the condition of leaving them in depofit; that 
thefe two millions had ‘fll only coft them orginally | 
100,000 livres +, which brought them at prefent.a di- 
vidend of forty thoufand livres{, and that they could 
not therefore place their funds more fecurely, nor to 
better advantage ; that, befides, the Directors would 
difcredit the Company, if they infitted upon withdraw- 
ing a part of their ftock from it, becaufe they could not 
turn it to a better ufe. 

Matters remained as they were upon this article, and 
the affair of the Quincampoix Street was then brought 
upon the carpet. 

M. Corneau faid, in order to put a ftop to the -abufes 
and impofitions daily praétifed in the negotiating fhares 
upon the fpot, that the Directors afked of the Bank 
Royal to eftablifh a double office, at the gate of which 
fhould be pofted up, every day, the price of the fhares, 
at the ftandard of the ttock, according to which ftand- 
ard the Bank on one fide would buy, afd on the other 
would fell and deliver fubfcriptions to all thofe who 
“fthould prefent themfelves. 

_ The Regent required fome explanation upon this 
point from M. Law. His anfwer was not heard by 
the Affembly: but we may judge of it by that of the 
Regent to him; who replied in the following words: 
I underfiand ; that is.to fay, that a ftockbroker, who is 
commiffioned by an individual to buy or fell fubfcriptions, 
hath it in his power, by the continual vartation of their 
price, fromoxe hour to another, to fay, that he has bought 
them at a dearer, or fold them at a cheaper rate, and may 
hy this means convert this variation.to his own benefit, to 
the prejudice of the public. I therefore think the efta- 
bli fament of an office, for buying and felling at the Bank, 
wery neceffary to prevent thefe impofitions. 

| It 


* Upwards of eighty-three thoufand pounds. 
Upwards of four thoufand pounds. 
Beeween one and two thoufaad pounds, 
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Tf'was afterwards refolved, that this office fhould be, 
opened onthe 25th of January; but the event has 
prevented the expectation o° the public from being ful- 
filled. The Affeumbly applauded with loud acclamati- 
ons. 

It was thought that the article refpecting the Dircc- 
tors was completely fettled ; but M. Law put it again 
upon the board, and propofed to indemnify the Direc- 
tors by an increafe of their falaries ; which were imme- 
diately fixed by the Regent at 30,000 livres*, each, 
inftead of 6,000 +, which they received before. 

M. Corneau {poke again, to afk, in the name of the 
Directors, that they fliould be impowered, as well to 
do and regulate whatever they fhould think fit for the 
benefit and advantage of the l’ropric:ors, as to increafe | 
the number of Direétors, according to the exigency of 
affairs.’ The Secretary then brought the regifter of the 
deliberations ; in which fomething was written, which 
was fuppofed to be the fettlement of the Direétors fala- 
ries. ‘The regifter was then prefented to the Regent, 
who fizned the deliberations, and rofe up; the whole 
Court followed him, and the regifter remained upon the 
board, where all the Proprietors were admitted to fign 
It. 





N°. V. 


Origin, names, qualities, Gc. of the Farmers General, 
from the year 1720 tll the year 175i. 


Dine. This family takes its origin from Bur- 
gundy, towards Auxerre. "They are nearly re- 

Jated to the Niltars, wine-merchants at Paris, and at 
Porte 2 PAnglyis. ‘Vhe father of the Farmer General, 
having fucceffively gone through the loweft employ- 
ments, became Deputy-Farmer, after he had a a 
ong 


* Twelve hundred and fifty pounds, 
+} Iwo hundred and fifty pounds. 
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long time Dire€tor. The fon was Deputy-Farmer in 
his father’s life-time: he fucceeded him, and was ap- 
pointed Direétor 0: the India Company in 1719. He 
was likewife one of the Managers which were added 
to the Company about that time. He was one of thofe 
fingular men, whofe capacity embraced every object. 
The farms he underftood in a fuperior degree, and pof- 
feffed the uncommon talent of precifion. He was a 
member of the French Academy, an honour to which 
few financiers afpire. He bought the marquifate of 
Villefavin, which his children ftill enjoy. He was 
turned out of his place becaufe 30.000 livres *, in 
old and new fpecie, were found at his houfe, notwith- 
ftanding the order given out by a decree of Council, 
which forbade any private man from keeping in his 
houfe above 500 livres +. He was betrayed by one 
of his footmen, whom he had reprimanded with more 
fharpnefs than ufual, one day, when he’hed the 
gout ina more violent degree than ordinary ; of which 
he died at the age of 37 or 38 ycars, much regretted 
by his family. 
II. 


Rerceret was, brother to the wife of M. Paris, 
and was called la Montagne, being the fecond of four 
brothers, who bore the name of his wife. He was 
appointed Farmer Generaluncer the directionof Charles 
Cordier, in 1721, in the adminit'ration of M le t Pel- 
letier de la Houflaye, Comptroller General of finances. 

He was continued in the fucceeding leafe of the 
farms by a manauvre of the Duke ac Vineroy, who 
obteined an unguarded prom:fe from Cardinal Fleuri, 
for the appointment of a perfon whofe name he did 
not mention. When he hear. that 1 was fo: Berge- 
ret, he was near felling into a fwoon as every body 
who had been protected by the Dvke of Borrbon, 
Prime Minifter § before him, or who had any cornec- 

tions 


® One thoufand two hundred aad fifty vounds. 

+ Twenty povnds & 

Y This Pelletier was not cf the fame family as ihe Pelletier 
belonging to the Parliament. " 

§ Difgraced tne 14th of June, 1726. 
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tions with the brothers Paris, was odious at that time. 
He could not however go from his word, having 
oe it in a manner that made it almoft impoffible for 

im to withdraw it. This Bergeret was a laborious 
uwan, of a ferious turn, of eafy manners, and very re- 
gular, remarkably upright, and free from pride. He 
had a large family, which he brought up very well, 
and to which he was very much attached, notwith- 
ftanding his having been a widower for a long time, 

Bergeret has been dead fome years, but his fon is 
alive. He is Receiver General of finances, and cele- 
brated for his tafte in the fine arts. 


Ill. : 

BrIsSarRD, anative of the town of Meulan, was 
Provoft in that little place, and would never have been 
promoted, if chance had not placed his brother with 
Cardinal] Fleuri,whofe Chaplain he was ; he became af- 
terwards his Steward. ‘The Cardinal, from the firft year 
of his adminiftration, placed Briffard’s brother, the Pro- 
voit, in the under-leafes of the farms, and afterwards 
in the contract for the fale of offices of the ports, and 
other places at Paris, from which he had a profit of two 
fous t, while his affociates had but one: he gained im- 
inenfe fums by this, as well as by furnifhing bedding 
for the army hofpitals, and by the-provifion-contraét for 
the army in Italy, in1733}. He was afterwards Far- 
mer General. He had been obliged to give up the 
place of Provoft at Meulan, on being fufp:éted of hav- 
ae: received money to fuffer a man to make his ecape, 
who had deferved-to be hanged. He was brutal, in- 
folent, vain, and not very knowing in bufinefs. Te 
did not fpend much money at Paris, though he was 
very profufe at his eftate at Trie!, which he had acquir- 
ed fince he was Farmer General. 

He ched in 1753. His fon fucceeded hin as Farmer 
General, and married the daughter of the Marquis de 
Thiard, oftheFrench Academy. Briffard had bought, 


fome 
¢ A penny. . 


YF With a perfon of the name of Marquet, formerly corn-mer- 
chant at Bourdeaux. Barjac, valet-de-chambre to the Cardinal, 
was alfo a partaer. 


APPENDIX. 191 


Tome years before, the hotel d’Armenonville, rue Pla- 
tricre; he found he had not room cnough in it, 
and was juft going to lay out a hundred thoufand 
crowns § in embellifhments when he died.: He had a 
large library, colleéted by the Abbé Briffard, who had 
piltered almoft all Cardinal Fleuri’s books to complcte 
1. ; 
The fon has fince been ftruck off the lift ofthe Sorv- 
antes, by the Comptroller General Laverdy, on account 
of his infolent luxury. 


Bonnevie. This man began by the loweft em- 
ployiments in finance, and, by dint of fupplene’s and 
cunning, contrived to appropnate to himfelf an inhe- 
ritance that did not belong to him, and which after- 
wards facilitated to him the means of entering into the 
under-farms of the domains and other cuftoms, which 
he underftood very well. He was appointed Farmer 
General in 1721, under the Miniftry of M. le Pelletier 
de la Houffaye, and was continued in the following 
Jeafe in 1726. 

He was a laborious man, but ill-tempered, brutith, 
and extremely fevere, particularly in his manners, 
having no fort of politenefs. 


. Bourget. He was the fon of Bouret, who had 
‘been footman to M.Ferriol, Ambaffador at the Porte, 
and had married Madame Ferriol’s woman. This 
footman was the fon of a peafant, a native of Mants. 
He died Secretary to the King in the Grand College, 
He was concerned in feveral affairs, among others, in 
fubfifting the troops, and in the conveying of the falt 
of the Liciom by which he gained corfiderable 
‘fums. Bouret was appointed Farmer General in the 
leafe of Nicholas Defboves. He married the daughter 
of Tcl!ez a’ Acofta, who was Contractor for provifions, 
under the protedtion of the Marquis of Breteuil, Mi- 
cnifter and Secretary for the War department. : 
He 

§ Twelve thoufeand five hundred pounds. 
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He had the charge of fupplying Provence with corn. 
Jt was in that critical employment that this good citi~ 
zen conducted hinfelf with fo much prudence, wifdom, 
intellizence, and difintereftednefs, that, to perpetuate 
the memory of his good offices, a gold medal was ftruck 
by order of the King ; a glorious teftimony to him and 
his family. The King granted him the reverfion of a 
Farmer General’s place for M. Bouret de Valroche, 
his fecond brother; who ceded it to the Sieur Bouret 
d’Herigny, his younger brother, on account of the 
marriage the faid d’Hérigny contracted with Mademo- 
ifelle Poiffon, fecond coufin to the Marchionefs de 
Pompadour: in confequence of which, the King grant- 
ed to Valroche the place of Receiver General of fi- 
nances. 

This Bouret died in 17773 it was thought he poi- | 
foned himfelf. There are no more Farmers General of 
that name. 


VI. 


Bracouse’s family comes from Languedoc; he 
himfelf was born at Montpellier, and came to Paris 
with no other equipage than a cafe of razors. He 
began the world like moft of his countrymen, by be- 
ing a barber’s boy. 

Law’s fyftem made him quit his fhop to go to the 
- yue Quincampoix, where he made a very good fortune 
in a fhort time. He married a wafherwoman he was 
in love with, and foon after bou::ht the place of Trea- 
furer to the King’s houfehoid, for which he only paid 
half, not having a fufficient ftock to pay more; which 
at laft proved his ruin. He had been in quiet poffeffi- 
on of this place for fome years, when a place of Far- 
mer General became vacant, which.he folicited, and 
obtained, by means of his friend Barjac, valet-de- 
chambre to Cardinal Fleur. Jt was univerfally be- 
lieved, that they were to fhare the profits; but as 
Bragoufe had no eftate to produce. und his place was 
not entirely his own, he found a difficulty in advancing 
money when it was wanted ;_ noboty would lend him 
any, but at an exorbitant intereft; fo that chefe fuins 

, | increafing, 
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increafing, and he not being able to pay either 
capital or intereft, he was obliged to abfcoad, and 
became a bankrupt. Sometime after, he loft a caufe 
againft the perfon of whom he had bought his 
places he was condemned in cofts, and to pay the ar- 
rears in money, in default of which, the feller was 
immediately to have full poffeflion of and to enter up- 
on the duties of his office, by paying to the faid Bra- © 
goufe the amount of what he had received from him, 
and in the fame mode. By the intereft of Barjac, he 
was allowed a fourth fhare of the profits, from the 
perfon who fucceeded him as Farmer General, | 


: VII. 

CamuseT was a Notary atthe Chatelet of Paris, 
fon to the favourite Commiffary of M. d’Argenfon *. 
pa) fome fervices in his poffefiion, he came to be em- 
ployed by the late Dutchefs of Chateau-roux. She 
folicited for him the grant of the firft place of Farmer 
General, that fhould become vacant. He did not 
however obtain the firft, becaufe the Lady died too 
foon ¢. It was given to La Motte, uncle by the mo- 
ther’s fide to the Marchionefs de Pompadour; but the 
King not having forgotten him, he was appointed to 
the fecond, which was after the deceafe of Grimod- . 
Dufort. Camufet died of the venereal deceafe, ae 
Nants, in 1753, where he was upon his circuit, 


| VI. 

Caze, originally of Languedoc, of a good family 
‘high in the fervice. He came to Paris for employment, 
and was at firft Clerk in the office of Extra-affairs. 
As he had great connections, he through their intereft 
married a young lady from St. Cyr: in confequence of 
this marriage, he rofe rapidly in the department of 
Extra-affairs, which at that time were very compre- 
henfive. He gained confiderable fums there, and after- 
wards got into the under farms of the Aids of the Do- 

VoL. I. K mains, 


* Licutenant of “ Police,” Gace Comptroller General, 
¢ 1a 1744 
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mains. He was appointed Farmer General in 1721, 
and was continued in the next leafe, as well as in the 
fucceeding ones. 

He is not proud, - though he hasan air of grandeur 
in his manners. His fon has got the furvivorthip of 
his place, and does the Bennet of it. 

He does not belong any more tothe Soixante. 


IX. 

CH Celie ade ret of Languecoc, of a very low 

extraction: it iseven believed that he has been a foot- 
man. ‘This, however, is certain, that from a petty 
‘Clerk in the office of a private Receiver of the King’s 
rents, and Comptroller of the Provincial decrees, he 
became Clerk of the general dire€tion of thefe fame 
rents at Montpellier, and gave fo many proofs of his 
capacity in that branch, that he was fent for to Paris, 
-and in the year 1719 was placed at the head of one 
_of the offices for fettling the taxes, under the le-fe of 
Pillavoine, afterwards, in 1721, under the acminiftra- 
tion of Charles Cordier. He was made Sub Farmer 
in 1726, being concerned in feveral under farms by 
his marriage with the -eldeft daughter of M. Beillon, 
Dire¢tor of the lefs. Excife of falt. He was appointed 
Farmer General in the room of Defvieux. | 
' ‘This family is no longer among the Soixante. 


X. 

CHEVALIER DE Monricny, was fon to the for- 
mer Chevalier, Farmer General, who was brother to 
the great Chevalier, the right hand of M. Colbert, 
Minifter of State. They come froin Sedan, where the 
grandfather of this man was Bailiff. His mother was 
a Mademoifelle d’Augny, of a family belonging to the 
Jaw, in the city of Metz*, of which family there have 
been two Prefidents 2 Mortier in the Parliament of that 
city. She was aunt to d’Augny, Farmer General, 
father to the prefent Farmer General. ‘This Montig- 
ny's father was very rich, and very covetous: he faw 
gpnly his own family. They owed all their fortune 

t@ 


* The name of which is Efticane: 
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to the contratts for furnifhing the troops in the three 
bifhopricks with provifions, which they did for a con- 
fiderable ime. ‘The Montigny we are now fpeaking 
of, began by being Receiver of the Farms at Mentz, 
and has made his way to the poft of Farmer General, 
which his‘father Wad. He is the moft unfeeling man 
inthe farms. He is fo well known by his brethren, 
that they have intruited him with the examining and 
pafling of all the bills of articles furnifhed for the fer- 
vice of the company. 

And indeed his greateft pleafure is the finding fome- 
thing to retrench, whether in the articles provided, or 
inthe eitimates; and, if.it may be fail, to the praife 
ot fome of his brethren, that they are fathers to the 
people employed, this man is them tyrant. | 


XI. 

Dancé. tis faid, that he had been a footman; 
others give him a more exalted birth, and fay that he 
was the fon of a cooper; that he afterwards was Clerk 
to M. d’Argenfon the father, then Lieutenant of the 
police, fince Keeper of the Seals. Ids poft coft him 
200,000 livres*, -which he gave to the perfon who 
procured it for him. He had married his daughter, 
who is fince dead, to the Marquis de Paulmy d’Argen- 
fon, then Ambaffador in Switzerland +. An adven- 
ture happened to him at the opera, which deferves 
to be mentioned here. One day, when he was at that 
theatre, M. de Berenger, Lieutenantdseneral, and whe 
had the blue mband, paffed clofe by him; Dangé 
took him for one of his intimates, and gave him a 
flap on the face, a kind of polite falutation very com- 
mion among perfons of his ftamp; but on ‘perceiving 


2 ‘his 


“& Upwards of eight thoufand pounds. 

+ Since Secretary of State for the War department, after the 
difgrace of his uncle Count d’Argenfon, onthe 4th of February 
£757; he was afterwards removed from that poft, and feat Am< 
baffador into Poland, from whence he returned in 1764. This 


Marquis de Paulmy’s fecond wife, was the “daughter of che Fit 
Prefdeut of Dijoa, 
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his miftake, he threw himfelf at the Count’sfeet, and 
implored pardon for his impudence. The Count, 
whofe bravery was well known, and who could not 
therefore refent fuch an accident, forgave him, recom- 
mending it to him, at the fame.time, to be lefs fami- 
Jiar in future. Dangé waswery rich, and very avari- 
cious, and was an infolent coxcomb. He wus one ef 
the moft zealous protectors of /a Paris, with whom he 
ay to go and relax from the great fatigues of his 

oft. 
He died in an advanced age, and extremely rich. 


XII. : 

Darwvs was fon to a Merchant of the town of An- 
gers, and relation to all the Darlus’s, wine-merchants 
and woollen-drapers. He was Clerk under Goffeau, 
Farmer General ; his abilities and extraordinary accu- 
racy, raifed him to the higheft places, which he has 
always filled with great credit. After having been 
‘Under Farmer of the fubfidies, he was put at the head 
of the Office of Accounts for export and import duties, 
at the Hotel of the Farms, under the infpection of 
Charles Cordier. He was afterwards appointed Far- 
mer General in the leafe of 1726. Upon the reputation 
he had of being the able& man in the line of finance, 
and upon the character given him by M. de la Porte, 
Accountant General of the farms, M. le Pelletier 
Desforts, in looking over the lift of the Farmers Gene- 
ral, inferted the name of M. Darlus, among thé*ten 
pleess that were to be given away, though he only knew 

im by reputation. Darlus was a very honeft-a 
_ very {weet tempered, conppletely polite, and ver¥'c 

ritable. He left two daughters, who are :Wiarried, 
the one to Thiroux, and the other to M. Paleray, a 


Lawyer. af 


XIII. 

De Beavroart was of a family of fome rank, but 
was not very rich. He had been sal aed very young, 
and had fucceeded tolerably well ; fo that, after having 
been Director of Extra-affairs, in the time of the late 

King a 
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King, he had a fhare in a nuinber of contracts, while 
M. de Chamillart was Minifter, by which he was a 
confiderable gainer. He was afterwards Under Far- 
mer of the Aids, appointed Farmer general in 1721, 
and continued -in thé leafe of 1726. He married his. 
daughter to M. Boulongne *, Firit Clerk, and now In- 
tendant of finances. This Beaufort was an able man 
in many refpeéts, very honeit, but extremely parfimo- 
njous.. 


XIV. 

De Beaumonr was for a long time in a low rank 
in the Farms General, where, after having filled feve- 
ral of the firlt employments; he was for his capacity 
advanced to the poit of Director General of the Farms 
- in the department of Amiens. | 

He was appointed Farmer Géneral under M. Orry +, 
Comptroller General in 1736. He is of a creditable 
tradefman’s family, a tolerable honeft man, and very 
laborious. . 


XV. 

Dz Guisy, defcended from a family of Andely, in 
Normandy; himfelf fon of a furgeon of that place, 
He married a niece of liptisye, Farmer General, who 
was his patron. He wa’ afterwards travelling Clerk of 
the fubfidies at Corbeil;. then Circuit Comptroller, 
and afterwards for a long while Director, Under Far- 
mer, and at laft Farmer General; a place which he 
obtained by his capacity. He has a very handfome 
country houfe at Clamart under Meuden. 


XVI. 

De Devay pe La Garpg, a native of Paris, and 
fon to Delay, Clerk in the Secretary’s office at the 
Hotel of the Farms. ‘This maw, the elder Ja Garde, 
was of Swifs extraction by his father, who was Swifs 

K 3 porter 


* Son to Lewis Boulongne, who was firft painter to the King. 
The poft of Firft Clerk of finances, had been occupied by old 
Gouturier, whofe Clerk Boulongne had been. . | 

$ Succeffor to M. Desforts. 


2 eee ~ 
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ae to the Cardinal de Bonzi, died in that poft, and 
eft his widow unprovided for. The fon, for a begin- 
ning was placed as a fupernumerary Clerk in the of- 
fice of M. de l’Epineau, whom he had ferved as but- 
Jer, while he was one of the principal Clerks of M. 
Defmarets, Comptroller General of finances in the de- 
partment of the annuities of the Hotel de Ville at Paris, 
It was in that family that M. de la Garde got advanced 
by his affiduity in Gane ‘He made a confiderable 
fortune by feveral changes that happened in that de- 
partment, by new etal (meat, and changes of the 
Accountants, Comptrollers, and Syndics, having al- 
ways been employed in colleéting the payments for 
thofe offices. Good fortune and opportunities, more 
than his capacity, which is but moderate, raifed him 
a degrees to the office of Paymafter of the annuities. — 

e found means to obtain an employment of the fame 
kind for Rouffel, his father-in-law, who was a falef- 
man in the Markets, and whofe daughter had brought 
him a portion of 150,000 livres *. 

He afterwards got h'mfelf appointed King’s Secre- 
tary in the Grand College, of which he is at prefent 
Synidic. He was nanred one of the Farmers General 
towards the end of Charles Cordier’s leafe, at the re- 
_ commendation of the Dukeglu Maine, whofe rents 
were in his department. It coft him 120,900 livres 
- for obtaining this place, after the death of Salins. 

He is a little man, of a pleafing countenance, fond 
of his perfon, polite to the cea degree of affecta- 
tion, but obftinate beyond example, and™fortunate 
enough, without deferving to be fo. He does not in 
the leaft underftand the finances of the farms ; in other 
refpcéts, he is troublefome and fufpicious. He would 
perhaps be more generous, were it not for his wife, 
who carries her economy even to fordidnefs. He has 
two fons, one of which is already admitted Paymafter 
of annuitics, and has the furvivorfhip of the poft of 
Farmer General, by his marriage with Mademoifelle 

de 


* A little above fix thoufand pounds fterling. | 
+ Five thoufand pounds fteiling, paid to the Duchefs de 
ainc, 
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de Ligneville *. The other is Counfellor in the Grand 
Council, Matter of Requetts, and Commander of the 
Order of Saint Lazare. This laftis very amiable, and 
as generous as his brother is parfimonious. His father 
obtained an order from the King to fend him to La 
Fleche, where he remained but fix months, on account 
af an attachment, more fpiritual than corporal, which 
he was difpofed to contract. with Mademoifelle de 
Saint Phalier. It coft M.de la Garde, the father, 
(50,000 livres ¢, to buy off the claims of that Lady up+- 
on his fon’s heart: he was firft married to Made- 
moifelle Duval, avery deferving Lady, and very well 
. educated. 

Mademoifelle Duval, daughter to M. Duval de> 
TEpinoy, died without leaving any chiliren, and M, 
de la Garde was afterwards married to Madémotfellé 
Fenelon, caughter to the Marquis de Fenelon, who 
has been ‘Ambaffador in Holland. - 

The pifture we give here of the younger La Garde 
fs a true one, and forms an abfolute contraft with that 
of the eldeft; who has-infpired his wife with a fpirit 
of avarice that governs him, and is clearly feen through | 
his affeted haughtinefs and magnificence: __ 

Their father died on the 10th of Oftober 1754. 
He had good qualities, which caufed him to be re- 
poe ; he was very pious, and extremely charitable. 

e was obliged to conceal from his wife the exertions 
of his benevolence, which were not always made with 
a good grace. His family, and that of his wife, are 
very poor, and very numerous; and he has infured 
2 decent livelihood to them all, by his will, which is 
too long by three fourths. In it he makes a tedious 
difcourfe upon the hbertinifm of his children, with 
childith digreffions, agreeable to the charatter general- 
ly attributed to him, and which is a true one. 


XVII. 
De La Borpe, of a very good family of merchants 
at Bourdeaux, originally from Languedoc. He him- 
K 4° felf 


® Of the Houfe of Ligneville in Lorraine. 
$ Two thoufand §ve hundred pounds, 
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felf was deputed by that town to the Council of Com- 
merce, before he was Farmer General. He is one of 
the ableft financiers belonging to the-Company, par- 
ticularly in the commercial branch. He is a very ho- 
neft man. 

XVIII. , 

GAILLARD Dz La BovextER2, 2 man of mean 
extraction, who had been footman, and afterwards 
valet de chambre to a Nobleman ; who got him an em- 
ployment as a reward for his fervices. His firft bufi- 
nefs was in the Domains, where he applied fo clofely, 
that he became a very able man in a very short 
time. 

He was Direétor in that branch in feveral provinces, 
and Farmer General under the direétion oi Charles 
Cordier; in hae During the courfe of that leafe, he 
made a new book of rates, of the duties of Comptroll 
of the records of Notaries, with inftruétions’to diftin- 
guifh the nature of each record; a very ufeful work 
to all Receivers and Comptrollers of thofe duties, and 
for which a gratification of 100,000 livres * was given 
him. He was kept in his place in the leafe of 1726, 
and in thofe whith followed. 

He was a very laborious man, talked little, and was 
exceedingly harfh. His fon had the furvivorthip, 
though very ignorant, and one of the moft morofe men 
in the world, He affeéts to be a man of virtd. 

La Bouexiere has refigned his place to his fon, and 
is retired to Gagny, where he lives like a Prince. 

His fon is unmarried ; he has built an enormous pa- 
lace at the foot of Mont-martre. ‘The building is 
without any tafte, and ill-diftributed ; the furniture 
immenfely rich ; there are 25,000 livres + worth of 
girandoles, and 60,000 livres ¢ of looking-glaffes. It 
only confifts of fix rooms. This Louvre dwindles into 
the little apartment of a batchelor. =~ 


He 


® A little above four thoufand pounds fterling. 
About one thoufand and forty-one pounds fterling. 
[ Two thoufand five hundred pounds. 
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He has a brother (M. de Gagny) Receiver General 
of finances, who is a very amiable man, and lives with. 
him. 

De la Bouexiere is dead. ° 


XIX. . 

Dz ra Gomsaupe has been employed for a long 
while in the private tobacco farms, of which he was 
become Direétor General, when that farm was given 
up to the India Company: At-laft, fome time after 
the farm of tobacco was-reunited to the general farms, 
he was appointed toa Farmer General’s place, which 
was juft vacant’; but he did not keep it long, death 
having carried him off too foon. He left but a {mall 
fortune to his heirs, that place having coft him very 
dear. He wasavery honeft man, laborious, and very 


charitable. 


XX. 

De va Haye, born at Paris, and originally from 
La Roche-guyon. His father was fon to a farmer of 
M. de la Roche-guyon. Through this Nobleman’s 
protection, he was admitted in the under farms of 
Aids, where he began the fortune which his fon-has- 
fince increafed fo much. This laft-ferved an appren- 
ticefhip in the Aids at Corbeil, and at Melun, where 
his father fent him as Receiver, under the direétion of 
- M. Chaumat, who wasone of his creatures. As he 
was fond of pleafure, he did not think-it neceffary to 
apply himfelf to his profeflion, which did not pleafe. 
him much in the beginning. 

He frequented the beft company in the place, gave 
balls to the -lddies, and, in'a word, indulged himfelf 
in all kinds: of pleafures ; fo that at the end of feven 
or eight months he was:no better acquainted with his 
bufinefsthan at firft. His father, wanting to be in- 
formed of his fon’s progrefs fince he had fent him 
away, wrote for that purpofe to the Director. M. 
Chaumat owned to him, that-he had only minded his 
pleafures. He was ordered to return to Paris, and 
the ftrong leCtures which he received probably had 
their effect; for at his return to Melun, he attached 
: K 5 himfelf 
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himfelf fo much to his bufinefs, that at the end of 
eighteen months, or two years, he was able to direét 
a Court of Subfidies, with the affiftance of M. Chau- 
mat. His father, who wanted to employ him, not 
having then any Direction vacant, and not chofing to 
fuffer him to cool about bufinefs, induced the Company 
to confert that he fhould be deputed to direét the 
Court of Subfidies of Melun, inftead of M. Chaumat, 
who was appointed to that which was quitted by young 
De la Haye. 

Many perfons will not look upon this as a handfome 
pcg In faét, M. Chaumat remained in this 
ituation for feveral years; but he loft nothing by'it ; 
foron the one hand La Haye, the father, procured 
him fucceffively the direction of Montdidier and Amiens, 
which are confiderable employments; on the other, 
M. De la Haye, the fon made him amends for the 
mortification he occafioned him, and has been the 
means of his acquiring a confiderable fortune. M. De 
Ja Haye has been for a long while Under Farmer, and 
was appointed Farmer General in the leafe of Armand 
Lambert, in 1718. He isin the fame fituation at pre- 
fent, and is one of the ableft men in the department of 
the Aids. He is very harfh, and exceedingly referved ; 
firm in his opinions, not very obliging, and affeéts de- 
votion. He has no children, and 1s immenfely rich. 
He has two brothers, and feveral nephews and nieces, 
whom he takes care of. 

He died in 1753. He had bought of Dupin, Far- 
mer General], the i erb hotel Lambert, fituated on 
the point of the iftand of St. Louis, which he has pro- 
digioufly enlarged. The catalogue of his library, . 
drawn up by Martin, is printed in octavo. . 


: , XXI. 

Deyean. His father was Under Farmer of the Aids 
and Domains, in different generalities. He is defcend- 
ed from a very good family at Berry. He was Under 
Farmer for a long while, jointly with his father. He 
‘was appointed Farmer General in 1721, and was one 

wef the ten that were difmifled. 3 
€ 
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He is a very fenfible, polite man, but fonder of 
pleafure than of bufinefs, without, however, hurting 
his affairs. He is at prefent one of the Farmers of 
the gunpowder and faltpetre magazines. He is a man 
of great neatnefs, and of wonderful magnificence in 
every thing. He has tafte and delicacy: He has a 
brother in the fervice, who was a Colonel in the reign 
of the late King. 


XXII. 

De ta Morre, formerly Cafhier and Receiver of 
the Farms. After having filled feveral other confider- 
able employments, he has been engaged. in feveral 
undertakings. He is uncle by the mother’s fide to the 
Marchionet of Pompadour, at whofe recommendation 
he was made Farmer General. He is a good man, 
and friend to La Berthelin of the Opera. 7 

This Berthelin is not an a¢trefs, fhe is a girl of meriP, 
filter to Berthelin called ‘Neuville, Tedice of the. 
Opera, formerly candle-fnuffer. 


XXII. aa 
De ta Porte, the elder, fon to La Porte, likewife 
Farmer General ; a man of a great deal of knowledge 
The La Porte in queftion was a great Courtier, and 
very capable of being at the head .of: the’ finances. 
He was a long time Accomptant General of the farms, 
in quality of Dean of the Company ; of which employ< 
ment he acquitted himfelf. with great credit till his 
death. He ufed to make great promifes, but did not 
always keep his word ; which‘was fometimes occafion- 
ed by the interference of certain. powers, who carry 
off the moft capital employments. In other refpects 
_ he was polite, much beloved, and fond of doing fer- 
vice. . He was very magnificent, and kept one of the 
beft tables in Paris. He had been married to the 
daughter of Soubeyran, King’s Secretary at the Grand 
eee Keeper of the Mortgages, and Manager of 
the Hofpital of Paris ; who left 70,000 livres * a year 
to the Intendant of Dauphiny, on to M. la Porte, of 
whom we are {peaking. : 
Though 


* Near three thovfand pounds fterling. 
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Though he was a widower very early, he did not 
marry = ey on account of his fon, te whom he gave 
an excellent education. He ought to have left a con- 
fiderable fortune, but he died poor. 


XXIV. 

De ra Porte De Serancourr was fonto De la 
Porte de Serancourt, an antient Farmer General, and 
nephew to De la Porte, alfo Farmer General, who was 
made Keeper of the Accounts of the Faris, to aét in 
concert with the Comptroller General, as Chief of the 
Company. He was likewife brother to La Porte de 
Montel, Steward of the King’s Houfehold. He was by 
no means fo able a man as his elder brother; but, on 
the other hand, he was amiable in fociety, and faw a 
great deal ofcompany. He was rather too fond of the 
table, and good living: accordingly he died in the mid- 
dle of an entertainment, of an apopleétic ftroke, which 
carried him off, without giving him time to fpeak a 

"word. 


XXV. 
De ta Porte Durpressis was appointed Farmer 
- General after the death of M. de Serancourt; but 
though he bore the fame name, he was no relation of 
the two De la Portes we have been fpeaking of. 

He had been Dire&tor General of the farms at Lifle, 
before he was Farmer General, and had exercifed feve- 
ral other employments, in which he had always giver 
proofs of his capacity. He was one of the ableft finan- 
ciers in the five large farms. He was not proud—kept 
a good table—was very. polite, and always faw good 
company. : 

XXVI. - 

De Roasy, nephew by his wife to the brothers Pa- 
ris, He was named Farmer General in the depart- 
ment of Charles Cordier, in 1721, under the admini- 
ftration of M. Pelletier de la Houffaye, Comptroller 
General of Finances. He was difmiffed from this plage in 
1726, becaufe he was related to the Paris, and protected 
by the Duke of Bourbon; which, at that time, was a 

Crime. 


crime. He was a plain man, of whom one can fay 
neither good nor harm. 


XXVIII. 

Dz Satins, of atolerable good family, original- 
ly of Burgundy. Employed from his earlieft youth in 
the Farms General, he began by being Comptroller of 
Foreign Duties ; and was afterwards, fucceffively, Re- 
ceiver, Comptroller, and Diretor of Farms, for a con- 
Giderable time. He was taken from thence to be Far- 
mer of the diftri@t of Charles Cordier, in1721, under 
«the adminiftration of M. Pelletier de la Houflaye. He 
was continued in the leafe of 1726,; towards the end 
_of which he died a batchelor. He left a confiderable 
fortune to fome of his nephews and nieces. He was 
the ableft man in the farms, and a living regifter of all 
the regulations made fince their eftablifhment, to his 
time, He was an honeft man—difpofed to be fervice- 
able—refpected by his brethren— ad no pride—and 
would never have any other equipage than a fedan 
oe De La Garde fucceeded him as Farmer Gent- 
ral. 


XXVIII. | 

De Saint VALLeRy was in poffeffion of capital 
employments before he was Farmer General, in the 
department of Charles Cordier, in 1721. He likewife 
was turned out in 1726, becaufe he was protected by 
the Duke of Bourbon. He was not a laborious man, 
nor fit for the detail of the farms ; he was haughty and 
mean, ofa tradefman’sfamily. Jt is of him that Gref- 
fet faid, in his Méchant, 


Ce font les Vétérans de la fatuité *. 
XXIX. 


Desvigeux was fon to a Lawyer of the Council at 
Paris. He had been one himfelf before he belonged to 
the Under Farms, where he remained a longtime. He 
was appointed Farmer General in 1721, and was con- 
tinued by M. le Pelletier Desforts in 1726. He remain- 
- ed there ‘till his death, which happened in a manner 


sather 
* Thefe are your veteran coxcombs, 
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rather uncommon to people of that profeffion ; for he 
died of grief, though he was worth at leaft three milli+ 
ons +: the fact is this: 

There happene:! to be a place vacated in his depart- 
ment, which he filled up, notwithftanding the appli- 
cation that had been mace to hin for it by. M. de Fa- 
gon, Intendant of Finances, fon to the Firft Phyfician. 
Every body was acquainted with this Fagon, and with 
his haughtinefs. He was piqued ar this behaviour in 
Defvieux, who was naturally vain and prefumptuous 
bevond example. Defvieux, unable either to excufe 
himfelf, or to anfwer inthe manner he withed the re- 
proaches of M. F pon as foon as he got home, took 
to his bed, and died inthree days. He left a fon, Pre- 
fident of the Court of Requefts of the Parliament ; and 
feveral daughters, who were well married, one of them 
to M. Joly de Fleuri, Attorney General of the Parlia- - 
-mMent. . 


XXX. 

Ducné was appointed Farmer General in the diftri& ' 
of Charles Cordier, in 1721, under the adminiftration 
of M. le Pelletier de la Houffaye. He was of a noble 
family in the law, originally of Montpellier. His an- 
ceftors were Atrornies General for the Court of Aids of. 
that town. Some of them are ftillin poffeffion of that 
place. Hehad beenin the army. After he had quit- 
ted it, he was appointed Farmer General, by the inte- 
reft he had with the Regent. He was difmiffed in 
1726: and died without being able to do any thing for 
his family.. He -has had many nephews, who were Lill- 
ed in the army ; was a very honeft man, and very fond 
of the fex, in their tenderer years. Rouffeau addreffed - 
fome of his pieces to him. 


XXXII. 

De Cruze pe La-Cuaussée is fon to a Gentle- 
man of a good family from Perigord. Some family rea- 
fons obliged him to apply to bufinefs. He was ap- 

inted Farmer General in the leafe of Peter Carlier, 
in 1926, under the miniftry of M. Pelletier Desforts; 

Comp- - 
+ One hundred sad-tweaty-five thoufaad poynde, 
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Comptroller General, and continued under thofe of 
Meffieurs Orry and Machault, in the fubfequent leafes, 
to the prefent time. He isa very honeft man, and not 
in the leaft calculated for a Farmer General. 


XXXII. 

Dupveix De Bacquincourt came from the M&- 
connois, and was grandfon to a Notary of Macon: 
He hada brother in the fame country, who was a car- 
rier. Their father had been Undex Farmer in the pro- 
vince. He has ftill’ in the fame place, as well as at. 
Chattelleraud, fome relations, for whom he never 
would do any thing. Some time fince, one of his near 
relations came to him, to afk for employment; _ his va~ 
nity prevented his either acknowledging or interefting ° 
himfelf for him. He was for a long while Direétor of 
the India Company. He placed his brother in the fea 
fervice of the Company, who diftinguifhed himfelf there, 
and arrived to the rank of Governor of Pondicherry. 
In that poft he maintained his reputation, when the 
Englifh.came to lay fiege tothe town in1747. He 
made fo vigorous a refiftance, that he obliged the ene- 
my torave the fiege. ‘The Farmer General is haughty, 
mean, ill-tempered, and very fevere, incapable of do- 
ing any body a fervice. He-has had three wives, all 
of them women of merit. He died the 13th of No- 
vember 1750, aged 56, with grief, on account of the 
law-fuit which his brother, Governor of Pondicherry, 
had inftituted againft the famous Ja Bourdonnais, con- 
cerning the fpoils of Madrafs, of which Dupleix and 
Ja Bourdonnais had availed themfelves, to the preju- 
dice of the King. - 

XXXII. 

Dupin, originally of Chateau-roux in Berry, in the 
generality of Bourges, of @family of the province. 
His father was Receiver of taxes in the Court of Sub- 
fidies of Chateau-roux. He was for a long time a 
Lieutenant in the regiment of Noailles, and was cafh- 
ered for being concerned in a riot. 

He was a tolerable engineer. He took the poft of 

«Receiver of Taxes, ehich i father hrad enjoyed, a 
, ¢ 
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held it till the happy ara of his marrage with the 
daughter of la Fontaine and Samuel Bernard. This-. 
marriage was brought about, as is well known, in the 
moft extraordinary. manner, and by a meer effet of 
chance, which prefided over his lucky deftiny. Made- 
moifelle de Barbancois, daughter to Madame de la Fon-- 
taine, after having taken the waters of Bourbon ‘for a 
decline, in her way to Paris, paffed through the town 
of Chateau-roux, and was taken very ill at the hotel’ 
of Saint Catherine, where fhe had alighted. Dupin, . 
who was naturally extremely polite, ae informed 
of the accident, without being acquainted, and even: 
without having ever feen her, went to offer her an a- 
partment at hishoufe. The Lady made a great deal 
of difficulty to accept of his offers ; he repeated them 
with fo good a grace, and preffed her fo much, that 
fhe fixed herfelf and all her fuite in his houfe, which. . 
was the moft convenient one in all the town.” He 
carried his gallantry ftill farther; the Lady being re- 
covered by his good care, and without his havin 
fuffered her to be at any kind of expence, he andereck 
to recondutt her to Paris, to be at hand to give her 
affiftance in cafe of a relapfe on the road. As foon as | 
fhe arrived fhe engaged Dupin to vifit her mother, 
that he might receive her thanks. Madame Fontaine, 
as well as her daughter, thought this behaviour fo 
uncommon, that fhe was inceffantly beftowing enco- 
miums upon it ; fo that the famous Bernard was deter- 
mined to fee Dupin. He found that his underftandin 
anfwered to his appearance, and was very defirous of 
returning his obligations to him. He inquired exactly 
about his fituation. Dupin told him he was a widow- 
er*, and Bernard offered him in marriage the fecond 
daughter of Madame Fontaine, with the two pofts of 
Receiver General of the Winances of the three bithop.,” 
rics. ‘The Lady was young and handfome, and the, 
propofals were accepted. Dupin by his marriage 
hxed 


* He had a fon by this firft marriage. He procured him s 
place of Secretary to the King’s cabinet, and of Receiver Genera) 
ef Finances, He is called Dupin de Fraacerail. 


APPENDIX 209 


fixed his abode at Paris. Some time afterwards the 
Farms General were advertifed—Bernard, by his credit, 
obtained of the Miniter, M. le Pelletier Desforts, one 
of the ten places for Dupin, who was made Farmer 
General the 1ft of Oétober 1726: he advanced him 
all the capital he wanted. 

Two or three years afterwards, Madame Dupin was 
at her mother’s houfe at Paffy, who being a little in- 
difpofed, wanted fomething which was locked up in 
her clofet: her woman not being at hand, fhe told her 
dau hter to fetch it for her ; iadaime Dupin, fearch- 
ing for what her mother wanted, perceived, in a filvey 
watering-pot, a paper, which fhe unfolded ; fhe found 
that it was her hufband’s acknowledgment to M. Ber- 
nard for 500,000 livres, that he had advanced him 
for his place. Inftead of tearing the note, fhe {wallow- 
edit, for fear of any traces of it being found. It was 
not ‘till fome time after that her mether found it out— 
recollecting that mo one except her daughter, had 
looked into her clofet, fhe readily conje€tured that no 
other perfon could have taken away a paper, which 
was of no ufe but to her or Bernard. 

This event has been known but by few people; and 
produced a quarrel, for many years, between Dupin 
and his wife, and Bernard, who refufed to fee either 
of them; but, asthe hufband was not concerned in it, 
he yal poke them, and made them a prefent of the fum. 

Madame Dupin had a fifter (alfo a natural daughter 
of Samuel Bernard and la Fontaine) who was married 
to la Touche, Secretary to the King ; whom fhe for- 
fook in 1737, to follow a gallant into England, from 
whence fhe returned, afew years after the death of 
her hufband. 


XXXIV. 

DvuranpD pe Mezy, born of a very good family, 
but not very rich. Though he had had a foo’ educa~ 
gion, he was in his youth fervant to M. Colbert, Arch~ 
bithop of Rouen, fon to the Minifter. One day (it is 

aot 


@ Near twenty-one thoufand povads, 
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not very well known for what reafon) this Prelate bes 
ing angry, forgot himfelf fo much, as to give him a 
flap on the face. Durand made the Prelate fenfible 
that he was not born to put up with fuch treatment, 
and immediately demanded his difmiffion. The Arch- 
bifhop, feeing him more affeéted than perfons in his 
fituation feem intitled to be, repented of his vivacity, 
and was.defirous of knowing who he was:: when he 
was informed, he ordered him to be cloathed accord- 
ing to his birth, gave him a fum of money, and a let- 
ter of recommendation to M. Colbert. The Minifter 
having queftioned him, and finding he had all the tar 
lents requifite for a good financier, placed him in his 
offices, and in feveral others: fucceflively, where he: 
acquired a confiderable fortune. He was made Far- 
mer General in the diftri€t of Charles Cordier, in 1721, 
under M. le Pelletier de la Houflaye, and was turned 
out in the Jeafe of Peter Carlier, in 1726, becaufe he 
was protected by the Duke of Bourbon: he was the 
moft able and moft noted man of the farms. | 
oRXKW. 
Durey D’Arnoncourt, of a good family ‘of 
Phyficians, of Beaune, fon to-a Receiver General of 
Finances, in the county of Burgundy, whofe two pla- 
ces he is in poffeffion of. His appointment.to the 
Farms General is the confequence of his marriage with 
the Daughter of M. Berthier de Souvigny, Intendant 
of Paris, nephew to M. Orry, Comptroller.General. 
He is very little verfedin the finances of the farms, 
which he does not even underftand in the leaft, and 
confequently he does not trouble himfelf about the 
bufinefs, being moreover fufficiently engaged with 
his miftreffes, to whom he gives up all his time, and 
very little money. His gallantries donot prevent him 
from being fparinrg in his domeftie concerns, even to 
avarice. He is incapable of doing any good, except 
to a few mean flatterers, who encourage him in his 
two favourite paffions, his avarice and his tafte for wo- 
men. He fcarce fees any perfons, but fuch who are 
sattracted by his table; which, however, is very mo-. 
derate.. 
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derate. He affeéts to be a man of wit, quoting upon 
every occafion poetry, and fcraps of Latin; but he is 
merely an cxtravagant fellow. It has coft him more 
than 100,000 livres * to be continued in the leafe of 
1740. He is brother to Durey de Sauroy, formerly 
Paymafter General of the army in time of war—of the 
Prefident Durey—and of Durey de Noinville, Matter 
of Requetts. ; 

He isimmenfely rich, having a revenue of four hun- 
dred thoufand livres * yearly. He has only one fon, 
who has been obliged to quit his country on account of 
debts, which it is fhameful in his father nat to pay; 
and which are not very confiderable. He rather 
choofes to fee him lead a vagahond life, lofe the prime 
of his youth, and render himfelf unfit for any thing, 
than to make the leaft exertion in his favouy. His 
wife is retired to Morfan, where fhe lives at a ciftance 
from him, fooner than be witnefs to a diforderly life, 
which he punifhes fo feverely in his fon, after he has 
fet him the example of it. 


XXXVI. 

De Vavcet, originally from Evreux, fon to a 
wholefale woollen-draper. He had gone through fe- 
veral employments, before he attained that of Farmer 
General. He was appointed to that poftin the leafe 
of Cordier, in 1721, by the intereft of M Tachereau 
de Baudry, Counfellor of State, who obtained ot for 
him of Molé, Comptroller General. He was conti- 
nued in the Ieafe of 1726. He was a man of rather flen- 
der abilities, plain in his manners, rather clofe, and 
who never went beyond his powers. M_ le Pelletier 
Desforts protected him more than any of his colleagues. 


XXXVI. 

STEPHEN DAvewny, originally of the town of 
Metz, of a family in the law, in which there have been 
uwo Prefidents @ Mortier in the Parliament of the fame 

city. 


# Between four and five thoufand pounds. 
+ Between nineteen and twenty thoufand pounds. 
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city. He had a brother and two relations very high 
in the King’s fervice. ; 

As for himfelf, although he was of a moderate capa- 
city, he has always been inthe firft employments, 
where his affiduity and patronage fupplied the place 
of talents. After having been Under Farmer of the 
Aids and Domains, he was made chief of the Office, 
in the excife for falt, of the farms, in 1779. He was 
appointed Farmer General in 1721, to the prejudice 
of Durand, his brother-in-law, who had much more 
capacity ; which occafioned a@ great jealoufy among 
his brethren. D’Augny, however, was the beft man 
in the world, and the moft humane. His birth, and 
the good education ke had received, prevented him~ 
from becoming a coxcomb. He wasa very fober man, ~ 
without paffions for either women or wine; but he 
was a great eater. In his.life-trme his on had the fur- 
vivorfhip of the farms given to: him, the duties of 
which he filled with his father. He is ftill Farmer: 
General, but much unlike his father, finee he is very 
fond of women, and has a miftrefs whois very.expen-. 
five: this is./a Goge, who flione formerly upon the: 
theatre of the Opéra Comigue, and who at prefent 
belongs to the Comédie Francoife. - 

He has a magnificent hotel at la rl Batteliere, . 
with petits appartements, as the King has, baths, farm- 
yards, &. 

This d’Augny married a little finger, called Ja Lian- 
court, natural daughter to: an aétrefs of the opera, 
whofe name was Duval. | 


XXXVI. 

Fittion pe ViLLEMUR, originally from Rheims, 
had been in the loweft employments of the farms, and, 
from one ftep to another, arrived fo raptdly to the 
higheft, that one can {carce follow him in the career. 
of his fortune. 

He became Under Farmerin 1718. He was made 
Farmer General in 1719, under the miniftry of M. de 
Noailles; continued in 1721, and in the pene 
leafes. He had bought the poft of Keeper of the Roya 

_ Treafure,. 
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Treafure, from M. Gruin, who was ordered to fell out, 
and he remained in this poft till his death. He was a 
very able man in the Farms General and Finances. 
He was exceffively polite, rather too much affected, 
vain, proud, immoderately ambitious, and immenfely 
rich. Law’s fyftem contributed much to his fortune, 
as he obtained a great many fhares at firfthand. He 
has been at once Farmer General, Secretary to the 
King, Receiver General of the Finances of the gene- 
rality of Paris; and the office of the iri! of Rouen 
was at the fame time given to one of his fons. The 
eldeft had the furvivorfhip of the place of Farmer 
General, which he filled in his father’s life-time, and 
which, after his death, he preferred to thar of Keeper 
of the Royal Treafure. | 


XXXIX. 

Fontaine has been concerned in fupplying the 
uivalids, and other contracts, and was afterwards 
Farmer General, at the recommendation of M. Portail, 
Firft Prefident of the Parliament of Paris, towards the 
end of the leafe of Peter Carlier. This place was 
given to him in favour of the marriage of M. Portail 
the fon, Prefident & Mortier, with the grand-daughter 
of this Fontaine; whofe mother was daughter of a 
man called le Riche, who had gained an tmmenfe 
fortune in different affairs, and on board of fhip. His 
fon has had the furvivorfhip of his place. This Far- 
mer is a very honeft, finerre man, but he does not ei- 
ther take any great pans in his fituation, nor is be 
Hrilled in the affairs of the farms, 


XL. 

‘Giranrp did not poffefs any confiderable employ- 
ments before he was made Overfeer of the Cuftoms, 
eftablifhed in 1722, under the name of Martin Girard. 
He was appointed Farmer General by the Duke of 
Bourbon, Prime Minifter. His brother was Secretary 
of the Comman ‘eries of that Prince, and of the States 
of the Province of Burgundy. He was turned out un- 
der M. le Pelletier Désiorts, in 1726, on cen 

| es. 
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the protetion of the Duke of Bourbon, odious to 
Cardinal Fleuri, who had juft fupplanted this Prime 
Minifter, the 11th of June 1726. He was avery 
mild and plain man. 


7 XLI. 
Grimop De LA Reyniere was born at Paris. His 
father was Farmer General, and originally of Lyons, 
of a tradefinan’s family. He entered into office very 
young, where he learnt the bufinefs of the farms. He 
was appointed Farmer General tn’ the leafe of Char- 
les Cordier, in 1721, and continued in all the fubfe- 
quent leafes. He underftands the bufinefs of the farms 
very well; but his violence is fo exceffive, that it 
fometimes degenerates into brutality, efpecially when 
he hasthe gout, which happens very often. He is 
alfo Farmer General of the Potts. He is very rich, 
and has a wife who is impertinent to a degree. One 
day, at a fermon in the church of Saint André des 
Arts, and having only two or three chairs for her ufe, 
fhe faid, very loud, the wifhed that a louis was paid 
for every chair. An old officer, who was behind her, 
faid, “ You are in the right, my good dame, for you 
«feem to have more money than underftanding.” She 
was followed to her coach by all the people, repeating 
this affront; which has not correéted her. This Gri- 
mod de la Reyniere married his daughter to M. de 
Malefherbes, fon of the Prefident de Lamoignoa 
Blancmenil, fince Chancellor of France. 


XLII. 

Grimop Durort, brother to Grimod de Ila Rey- 
niere, was alfo employed very young in the finances, 
where he remained a long while. He acquired there 
fome knowledge; was appointed Farmer General in 
1731, and continued in the enfuing leafes. He was 
at the head of the farms of the pofts, was very obliging, 
very,noble in his manners, and very rich. His fecond 
wife was a Mademoifelle de Cotlincourt, -of a good 
family of Picardy, who was with child of a boy-at.his 
Geath.. She was a relation of M. d’Argenfon. This 

Dufort 
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 Dufort followed the King in his laft campaign, as In- 
tendant of the Potts. | 
He had bought the hotel de Chamillart, built in 
a fumptuous manner by the Comptroller General of 
that name, and Dufort, not finding it convenient 
enough, fpent about 200,000 livres * in embellifh- 


ing It. 


, 3 XLIT. 

Harte was one of the four Seoretaries of the Coun- 
cil, when he was appointed Farmer General under M. 
Le Pelletier Desforts in 1726. He is thought toler- 
ably fkilled in the farms general, is a good kind of 
man, and does not live with his wife, who has been 
miftrefs to the Marquis d’Oife-Brancas, and to feveral 
‘others, &c. He takes care to revenge himfelf of her 
infidelities. 

He left an wnmenfe fortune. He has two daugh- 
ters, one of whom is married to M. Girardin de Vau- 
dray, Mafter of Requefts, and the other to the Mar- 
quis de Vieux Maifons. | 

Hatte’s. wife has had a natural fon by the Marquis 
d’Oife, born after her marriage, called Maifon-Rouge, 
made Captain in the’regiment of Aunis, at the time 
when the Marquis of Brancas-Villeneuve was Colonel 
‘ ofit. He is Chevalier ofthe Order of St. Louis, and, 

im 1764 and 1765, brought an action of éclat, to make 
himfelf be acknowledged legitimate, in conjun@tion 
with his mother. He was baptized under the name 
of La Riviere, and loft his caufe. 


LIV. : 
Hexrverrvus is fon to the Firft Phyfician to the 
Queen. The King had for a long while afked for him 
the poft of Farmer General of Carcinal Fleuri, who 
had refufed it, under pretence of his being too young. 
He has however obtained one. Heis an amiable man, 
very fond of women, to whom he has attachments of a 
fingular nature. He is a philofopher, and has juft re- 
figned his place to the King: i was given to Bouret 
| d'Erigay. 
“@ Upwards of eight thoufsad pouads, 
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d’Erigny. He only required the 50,000 livres* for 
alms, in the tune of Cardinal Fleuri.. When he quit- 
ted his place of Farmer General, he married a young 
lady of the houfe of Ligneville, younger fifter to her 
whom La Garde had married, and in tavour of whofe 
marriage it has been obferved, that the fame La Garde 
obtained the furvivorfhip of his father’s place. 

‘His wife, born without a fortune, daughter to the 
Marquis of Ligneville, of an indigent houfe at Nancy, 
was brought up and married at Paris, by Madame de 
Grafigny, her aunt. ; . . 


Herov ve Vitie-Fosse, of a very good family. 
He hada great many confiderable employments, ‘before 
he was made Farmer-generalin 1721. He had mar- 
ried one of the daughters of M. Texier, Dire€tor of the 
farms at Orleans; fhe was an intimate friend of the 
Marchionefs de Pnie +. 


XLVI. , 

Hecquart is of a tolerable good family. He has 
been employed in fupplying the armies of Flanders and 
Germany with provifions. He was Commiflary-gene- 
ral, and had even afterwards fome concerns in bufi- 
nefs. He was made Farmer General in 1721, and con- 
tinued in the following leafes, and is very well verfed in 
the farms. He has three brothers, one of whom is Inten- 
dant of the Marine at Breft, another Paymafter-Gene- 
ral of the Artillery, and the third-Captain of a thip. 
Their mether was the worthieft of all women. They 
all of them owe their rife to M. Tallon, who on ac- 
count of the derangement of his affairs, was obliged 
to retire into Holland. He had lent fixty thoufand li- 
vrest to Hocquart the father. The Farmer General 
lives in pretty good friendfhip with his.brothers ; with 
regard to every body elfe, he is haughty, fevere, and 

: felfith. 

@ Upwards of two thonfand pounds, 
. t Miftrefe to the Duke of Bourhoa, aad exiled at the time of 
hie difgrace. 

T Twothoufand Ave bundred pounds, 
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felfith. One of his daughters is married to M. De Co 
de Briflac, This family affeéts devotion. — - 


XLVII. 

Havupry. ‘This is one of thofe phenomena of for- 
tune which Baepen very feldom. His father was a poor 
baker at Corbeil, burthened with a large family. He 
placed his fon with Brentin, Direor of the Aids at 
Corbeil. By his good fortune, M. Brentin, perceiving 
that he was an intelligent young man, had him 
taught the bufinefs of the Aids, by the Clerks of the 
Cellars of Corbeil. He afterwards made him his Re- 
ceiver; from which poft he was created travelling ' 
Clerk, and then travelling Commiflary of the Aids. 
He wastaken from thence in 1715, to be-direéting: Ma~ 
nager of the faid Aids. He was inthe under farms and 
domains of the Aids in 1726, and Farmer General 
under M. Orry. Heis the moft laborious man in the 
farms. His brother és ftii] a baker, facing Fort-Evé- 
que, at Pasis. ; 


Jozy, origtaally from Paris, ‘and fon-of M. Joly; tn- 
tendant of the late Princefs of Conti, natural daughter 
so Lewis XIV. was appomted Farmer General in 1726. 
He was already worth feventy thoufand livres} a year, 
when he obtained that poft. He was a very ordinary. 
man, but had a great foul, was very generous gnd 
magnificent in every thing. eon 


| XLIX. 

La Live ve Bertecarne. has, ma manner, been 
educated and bred up in the entployments of the Farms 
General. He worked in them when he was very 

and. diftinguthed bimfelf in fuch a._manner, if 


young, | 
bis undectaniing: that .he became, Dicettor, Genera 


* 


and was app! nted Farmer ¢ soner tal in 1721, ‘and con- 
‘th godin the Sollawing leafes. . He is one of the Secre- 
taries.to the. King. in the Grand Gallege ;. he is. exceed- 
ing’ devout, very charitable, and a very. honeft man.; 


iy ft: Near sheec, pheniand pavads. 
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ahd is very well verfed in the bufinef$ of the five great- 


_ ~er farms. Dela Live d’Epinay; his eldeft fon, has got 


the furvivorfhip of his place. 


| L. ~~: 

L’'ALLemant pe Barz was born at Paris, ‘fon to 
-an Sntient Farmer General, in the laft reign. When 
he was very young, his faiher.fent him into the provin- 
ces, where he made hinfelf-At fer employment. He 
was for a long time Compwoller General of the farms, 
and had the furvivorthip of-his father’s place. He con- 
trived to obtain fron Cardinal Fleuri a tecond poft of Far- 
mer General, for ’Allemant ce.Nantouillet his brother. 
‘He carried this againtt the:Kiaz, the Queen, the King 
of Spain, and.the Duke dela Tremouille, by giving 
.Cardinal Fleuri two ‘hundred thoufand livres + ready 
-money,:to be laid eut.(asit was fai::) in pious werks; a 
deftinasion very equivocal, but which is of ‘no confe- 


quence to'hiftory. After the death of M. de la Porte, 


: the: patronage of the farms was given to l'Allemant de 
‘Betz, -who was atthe headof the Company. He had 
folicited ftrongly this place, and obtained it, to the ex- 
elufion of Normant le Tournehem, who cared very-lit- 
‘tle about it, and who preferred his eafe to thé continu> 
cal buftle which was required in that place, in which 
one can do very little good, and difoblige many. He 
“had the mortification to have this patronage taken from 
‘him, having (as it was faid) cheated M. Machaule, 


{Comptroller General of Finances, by giving him falfe 


eftimates of the produce of the farms. The patronage 
-avas given to Rouffcl, who had revealed to the Migi- 
dter® the fecret of the farms. —s 


DMArtemant pe NanToulrLier ‘is brother to 
‘’Allemant de Betz, as we have juft now obferved. 
‘This is a haughty, giddy, and obftinate man, intoxi- 
cated with his good fortune, and frequently blunder- 
‘ing in the affairs. which he fearcely underftands ; be- 
Sides this, he affeéts tobe a devotee. an 

| ‘Thefe 


+ Upwards of eight tboufaad pounds. 
* Succefler to M. Orrg,. turned owt in 174§ 
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Thefe two )’Allemants have had a brother Bifhop 
of Seez, and another (l'Allemant de Levignan) Intend- 
ant of Alencon dince the year 1726. 


Lanrace.ps Fericourt, was born at Paris, and 
4s fon to Lattage, Under Farmer of the Atds..: He 


had filled feveral employments and offices of Direétor 
of the Aids, in conjun@ion with his father. At length 
he was appointed Farmer General in 1741, and turn- 
ed out in 1726, becaufe he was a creature of the 
Duke of Bourbon. ‘This is a very pohte man, has 
thad a very good education, and is of a mild difpofi- 
tion. His greateft-pleafure is to oblige, and he does 
it with infinge grace. He is at prefent Farmer of the 
gunpowder and faltpetre magazines in the ‘kingdom, 
m which ‘poft he is very much efteemed. | } 


LITE. 

Le Meaciex was of a very good family of Paris, 
“in eafy cirounftances, and has been educated as com- 
pletely as a young man can poffibly’be ; he has always 
Neen in -poffefion ‘of confiderable employments, and 
places of truft: hisdaft poft was that of Receiver Ge- 
neral of the Port Saint Paul. He was made Farmer 
‘General in iya1. This place was only taken from 
him under pretence of his being a creature of the Duke 
of Bourbon, which was a capital crime under the ad- 
miniftration of Cardinal Fleuri. However, he got in- 
‘to the under farms under the name of Quiberdier. “He 
was the plaineft and moft generous man in the world, 
and was called the father of the Clerks. — 


Ie Monworer, born in the town of Elbeuf, m 
‘Normandy, ts fon to a manufacturer of woollen clochs, 
which ftill bear his name.” He has been Receiver of 
taxes at Monuyilier, in fhe fame generslity‘of Roven. 
He had married a mai’ of an inh, ‘who wes extrémely 
beautiful. tebe de Vitry, Farmsr General, in the 
reign of the‘late Kinz, fell in love with hey, and id 
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hima great deal of fervice. He was made Farmer 
General in 1721, by:the patronage of the Duke of 
Luxembourg, who found his wife handfome, and by 
no means cruel. His grand-daughter is married to 
M. de pai a Renel *. oe is a widow. This 
man # capable of doiny good from-vanity, is-exceed- 
ingly trifing,- but paoatle whole. tolecaBly upright. 


s ‘ LV. 

‘Le Ricnez pe ra Pourerinigre is fontoa Re- 
cciver General of finances, and was appointed Farmer 
General in the leafe of the year 1718, when Count 
d’Argenfon was Keeper.of the Seals. He has a great 
deal of wit, is a man of the world, and keeps a good 
table ; at which he invites all men of wit and talents, 
to whom he is ferviceable from motives. of vanity. 
He is extremely fond of flattery, and indeed he fre- 
quents none but thofe who will beftow it upon him 
for his money. Sometimes, however, he fees the beft 
and the moft agreeable rageicart 
He is very polite and amiable, when he is not in 
his days of caprice. He ts very fond. of women, of 
mufic, and in general of all kinds of pleafure ; which 

revents him from ee very clofely to bufinefs. 

is perfon has made him fufpected of besng a man of 
intrigue, ‘and it is certain that he has had fome adven- 
tures. We fhal]l content ourfelves with mentionin 
only two of them, on:account of their contraft to eac 
other. 

‘As he was pafling a night with la Hantier of the 
opera, at. prefent Madame Truchet, who was then 
‘miftrefs to the Prince of Carignan, the Prince, who 
had a mafter-key to all the doors, came to her that 
very night, and found his place occupied by M. le 
Riche. There arofe a great difpute between thefe 


- _ two 


& Feom this marriage is born N------ de Clermont de Renel, 
wife to the Count de Stainvillc de Choifeul, the younger brether 
te the Duke de Choifeul, fo.merly Caunt de Stainwille, Ambaffa- 
dor at Rome aod at Vieons, st prefent Minifter and Secretary of 
State in the war: department, Colonel General of the Swifs and 
tt Wenn nnn ol Tinmraime. Aine Riband, €c. bcc. 
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two competitors, of ranks fo difproportionate. to meet 
upon fuch an occafion. It is pretended that M. le 
Riche fubmitted . ta corporal chaftifement, receiving 
fome. ftrokes of a-cane, which the Prince caufed to ‘be 
iven-to him. This is not, howewer, very likely ; for, 
in that cafe, the Prince wauld, in all srebabilie » have 
been contented with his revenge. He went. the next 
day to Verfailles, to defixe Cardinal. Fleurt. to expel 
le Riche from the-farms, for having had the infolence 
to put himfelf in competition with his Highnefs. The 
Cardinal anfwered—tbat the King did not. difmifs a 
ufeful man for fuch a reafon; but, te give the: Prince 
fome kind of fatisfaCtion, and to leave hic in the free 
and quiet pofleffion of his miftrels, if fhe could poflis 
bly be fatisfied with him alone; M: le Riche was fent 
to Marfeilles, where he. remained during three years, 
under pretence of its being histurn. No other Farmer 
was fent into the country while be remained there, 
He fpent a great deal of money in that city, and gave 
feveral entertainments to. the ladies, who regretted him 

very much. : 4 
The other adventure is not of the fame nature, or 
at leaft M. le Riche does not appear to any great ad+ 
vantage in.it. This incident has made too much noife, 
pot to be known by every body; but the picture we 
fketch would want .a very principal feature, if we 
were to omit it. It is well known that le Riche’s 
amiable wife is daughter to Mimi Dancourt ; that fhe 
was deftined to the ftage fram her birth, ian. which 
profeffion fhe would have excelled, having al] the 
qualities necéflary to make a good aétrefs. The amo- 
rous financier inhumanly deprived the public of her. 
It is faid that fhe was his miftrefs for twelve years, 
and, if her fidelity was anfwerable to her perfeverance, 
he owed-it, no. doubt, to his profufion. He thought 
that an attachment fo'rare could.only be rewarded by 
giving her his hand.. At the time of their marriage, 
2 promife of fidelity was made, which. was only to 
terminate with their lives. Their days were paffed 
in pleafure, and crowned with fplendor and feftivity ; 
but the fortunate deftiny of M, le Riche could not 
L..3. protee? 
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protect him from the common fate of hufbands. The 
wit and charms of his wife could not be concealed. 
A hero*, equally the favourite. of Venus and Mars, 
“took a liking to her. A woman is not a ftrong fortrefs ¢ 
when fhe has no other defence than her hufband, ‘fhe 
does not hold out long againft the attacks of a man 
accuftomed to pleafe and to fubdue. Madame de le 
Poupeliniere foon yielded te.the conqueror; but, in 
order to indulge more commodioufly with her lover, 
the contrived a chimney that turned upon fprings, by 
which fhe could pafs into. the next boule! that was 
hired by fome perfons unknown. “This intercourfe 
lafted a great while, and was at length difcovered to 
M: le Riche by a femme da chambre. He was fo much 
piqued, that he broke ont in a moft furious manner, 
and parted from his wife ; who, it is faid, is not fo 

to be herown imiftrefs, that fhe may follow her incli- 
nations without controul. 


Le Noxmanr v’Erroures was born at Paris, fon 
to le Normant, Treafurer of the Mint, grandfon of 
the father of M. de Tournehem, Direftor of the Pin 28 
Auildings. He was under farmer, and married the 
daughter of M. Poiffon, formerly concerned in the 
ee affairs, His wife was Marchionefs of Pompa- 

our. | 


7 LVI. 
' Lz Normant pe Tourwnem was born at Paris, 
and fon to an antient Farmer General, who came ori- 
ginally from Orleans, of a very good family in that 
town. He had been Secretary to M. Hottman, Am- 
baffador from France in Switzerland. He was made 
Farmer General at the death of his father, and Direc- 
tor of the India Company, for the arrangement of the 
Farms General, in the leafe: of the year1715. He 
was continued in 1721, and in the following leafes. 
He was appointed Dire€tor General of the King’s 
buildings, through the patronage of the Marchionefs 
-de Pompadour, wife to le Normant d’Etiolles, his 
a nephew, 
/ . © The Duke Richeliep 
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nephew, to whom he ceded his place of Farmer Ge« 
aneral, He was a man of wit,‘ and a fubtle Courtier. « 
* He died. at Etiolles, the 27th of November. r7351, . 

aged 67.0 5 2.8 | . - 

| LVI... 8, 


_Matoy originally from Burgumiy, of a good family 
He began by the {maileit-employments: in “the: offices 
for Extra-affairs, where he gained a confiderable:fors 
tune. He was madé Farmer General in 1721, and 
afterwards Paymafter: General of the forces in time: of 
war. His fortune lias been. fuddenly overturned, it is 
not. very: well. knowa hew.. . Fle was good Man. = + 


ONE Bg. BPI ee: Loan i = ae a : oe 
-. Marécrat was Ri gees and is fon to the- 
Kurig’s Firlt furgeon. He-was Steward of the. Houthold 
to his Majetty, before ht was Farmer’General. As 
it was inerely on account of his'daughter that he had 
folicited that place, he only képt irtill ‘he found a 
proper match for her. She was married to M. Rouffet, 
to.whom Maréchal ceded his place. This was a very" 
Koneff. man. - oe - 

Masson: was fon of a crier-of the Parliament of - 
Paris. He obtained an employment in the Aids when 
he was very young, paffed though a variety of em- 
Pope and was made Farmer General in-- - - - 

e left a:fon; whois a perfect bear; he was called 
Maflon de Maifon Rouge; and died after a confiderable 
bankruptcy, . ae 

7 EXT: 

Mazapeg-came from Gafcony; of an honeft tradef- 
man’s family. He entered into employment very 
young. He acquired, by his intelligence and affiduity, 
to be’ raifed from x fimple Clerk to the Dire¢torfhip 
General of Marfeifles. He was made Farmer General 
in 1 Va and continued in 1726. His fon has had 
the furvivorfhip of his place, and did the bufinefs of 
it in his father’s life-time. He was very able, and 
though he had preferved the characteriftic of: the 
country he came from, yet be was a very. good man. 

L 4 LXII. Mte. 


“ 
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- MrcavutrT was born at Paris. After. having had con- 
fiderable employments, he was mtroduced into. the 
under Farms, and became Farmer General in 1726. 
He‘ts at prefent one of the Farmers of the gunpowder 
and falt-petre mageaines, and of the paper manufacture 
Mirveav de Nevvitze worked for a long while 
in the public records. He was at the head of the 
Caftoms on coarfe wodflen cloth, in 17193 and in 
1921 he was made Sub-Farmer of the faid Cuftoms 
in feveral generalities. He was a Farmer General, 
and obtained the furvivorfhip of this poft for his fon. 
They both aét in their department. He is of a good 
tradefman’s family, rather fond of expence, and does 
the honours of his houfe very well. | 


7 _ LXIV. 

Oxrivizx ve Mownrrucow was riephew to M. 
Olivier de Senezan, Receiver General for the Clergy. 
He was in trade when he was appointed Farmer Ge- 
neral‘in 1721. Not being verfed in the affairs of the 
farms, his Secretary does all the bufinefs of his depart- 
ment. He was very expenfive, haughty, and had an 
infinite deal of wit. | | 

Perinet was born at Sancerre in Berry. After 
the death of his father, he was a wine-merchant. He 
is related to all the Perinets de la Tour d’Argent, who 
gre Proteftants. He ufedtofupply the Duke de Noail- 
les with wine, by whofe credit he was niade Diretor 
of the India Company in.1721. He alfo obtained a 

lace of Farmer General, and is one of the beft men 
nthéworld. - a4 | 
| LXVI. 

Remy pz Jurry began his fortune in the loweft 
employments, but his affiduity has raifed him to the 
Grit. pofts of the finance. He was Under Farmer hid 

eG the 
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the Aids, and Farmer General, in 1731. He hada , 
great fhare of probity, and was one of the moft upright 


and plain men in the world. 


LXVIT. 

Roztitanp D’Ausrevit was made Farmer Gene- 
ral in 1726, in the leafe of Peter Carlier, under M. le 
Pelletier Desforts. He continued in the general farms 
till his death. He was of an honeft tradefman’s fae 
mily, was not very-rich when he died, having render- 
ed. many fervices in his life-time, for which he was 
nover repatd. : _ 

Rottanp be SourrexRigre was Captain 6f 
Carabineers, and returned his commiffion to the King 
at the death of M.-Rolland his. brother, whofe place 
he afked, and had no great trouble in obtaining. He 
acquired immenfe riches, and was a very different man 
from his brother, thinking every. thing alloweble that 
he got money by. 

LXIX we, 

Rotziin was. brother to py elles Under Farmer 
of the Aids in feveral generalities, and Secretary 
the King in the Grand College. He was appointed 
Farmer General in 1726, and continued in the nfs 
leafes, He is of. an honeft tradefinan’s family, and. 
there is neither goed nor evil to. be faid of him. ; 


Rovusszx wasa native of Paris, fon of a notary, and 
grdien to a falefman in the market-place, nephew to 

{. de la Garde.. He marned the dayghter of M. Ma- 
réchal, fteward to the King’s khoufebold, who gave 
him up his poft of Farmer General. He was a manof 
a handfome perfon, {poke ‘well and told: lies with a 
good F ia having all. the difpofitions proper for his 


profefhion. a at ae ae 
This Rouffel, laaded with debt on account: of his 
immoderate: luxury, at left quitted the finance, being 
paige to give up his eftate to his creditors, and was 
faceteded by aman = Marchand, . his sie 
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Jaw. He had two fons, one of whom is confined in 8. 
aLazare for his bad conduét: the other has an employ~ 
“ment in one of the provinces, hen 

Rouflel drowned himfelf. 


». Savaurerre was born at Paris,fon of a notary,who 
“was fonto a vinegar-mewhant. He was only Clerk at 
-M. Fagon’s, and afterwards employed in feveral con- 
traéts. He was married to Mademoifelle de Nocé, 
whofe:mother was the friend of Count Nocé, a favou- 
rite of the Regent, and who made him Farmer Gene- 
ral. One of his daughters was married to M. de Cour- 
-teilles, Ambaffador in Switzerland, and another to the 
Count de Revel de Broglio. He was-exceflively rich, 
“yery proud, and died the sth May 1756. | 


Be LXXII. 
— Savrwier de La.Morssiere had been all his 
‘life-time inthe under farms, for the ftamping gold and 
filver. He was made Farmer General in 1721, and 
turned out in 1726, having loft his protector. He was 
“an able man, of an excellent dpofition. It is not 
‘known whether he left any children. 


a LXXIT. =| 
. .Texigx was from a@ village called Audeme, four 
Jeagues fregn Montpellier, fon to awinhabitant of that 
“place. He came very young to Paris, and it ts affirm- 
ed that he wore a livery. His firft employment was the 
being Clerk of the’ Aids of Rouen, and afterwards Di- 
re¢tor.: He had amaffed a fortune, fo that he married 
e young lady fromSt. Cyr. He was made Farmer Ge 
neral by the means of the Regent, in i721. He was 
‘haughty, fevere, and impertinent. <a 
ae ERO 
"THinovux pz Laie Ly was born at Paris, fon to an an- 
‘fitnt Farmer General;originally of Burgundy, of a noble 
“$einily. This man was Trex urer to the King’s houfe~ 
“Bold. He was-made Farmer General in 1721, and 
ee, a | <0 
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¢ontinued in 1726, and was ap pointed. Rarmer of 
the pofts. He has a great deal of wit,-but pays very 
lite regardto his wore a. 
sf We out 2 ARXV i ee oa + 
THoINnarp, was originally froin Orleans, ‘His fath 
pe en) Ee ts EE Be, Shee 0 ee, eo Be ete og aay 8 
was Lieutena, t Crimjnel in the Special Cor rt of Judicg- 


a wry 


ture of thatcity. He wasiofé wery 


. 
cog pts 






) nod Fi Ry zsand ap 
eafy circumftances.. He was: pyt.in the employnients — 
very young: the laft hefilléd was that of Receiver at - 

‘ouen, He was aftérwards in feveral under farms, and . 
Infpector General of the farms at Rouen, Caen, and 
Alencon, in 1719. He had the addrefs to get all his - 
bills placed: in: ‘different funds, and received ready 
money fdr them. . There was no perfon in the world, 
but his” wife,. could ‘vie with bim in avarice ;. befides, 
‘he was a felf-fufficient coxcomb, and, in a word, one oF | 
the refufe of mankind. | | 

LXXVI. 

Vatrsors pu Metz. This man was not known, 
in the under farms. "He became rich by Law’s fyftem, 
-under the patronage of Cardinal Fleuri, from whom 
he obtained one of the templaces of Fdrmers General 
in 1726. He left a confiderable eftate at his death. 
‘He was a good kind of man. His wife was the moft 
elegant woman in Paris, and was very haughty. Soon 
after the death of hér hufband, the, married Cougp .,. 
“‘Wtamer, Captain in-the.Guards. - a —re* 





| NOL VIE 
Letter of .the Duke of Bourbon to the Firft Pre Rdent of 
the Parliament of Paria? } ; f 


 Fontainebleau,-15th September, 1929: 

JT is with infinite concern 1 fee that. the -péppi 
_BL have not reaped-the benefit of the feveral orderg J 
ave given to procure them a fpeedy velicf.. I am 
| much 
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wud affetted wh their fituation s “but, as the dearth 
they expéridnce is the neceffary confequénce of a bar- 
ren year, to which fucceeds the confuffon of the fea- 


* fons, and other accidents, which human ‘prudence 


Fe, 


- eufnefs fhall' be 


could not forefee, it is. mot podible for me to add an} 
thing:to: eh orders I have fg hor to the precautions 
Ehavé taken; with whieh you are acquainted. The 
faccels: chat: will actend the execttion of them, will 





quiet the marmurs of the péople. I forgive them their 
‘njuft complaints, bécaufe they arife from their fuffer- 
Ings, becaufe mifery difturbs their reafon, and becaufe. 


they are hot capable of judging with how much arten- 
tion I labour to préferve ‘them from their terrible ficu- 


ation, with which J ani Kure beyond expreffion. 


Bot: 1 fhall not conceal from you, how much my. 
indighation is raifed againft fomé members of the Par- 
‘Hament, who. cannot be ignorant of the purity of my 
intentions, who know the motives of your Affeniblies ; 


who, neverthelefs, carry their boldnefs and temerity. 


fo far, as to {peak againft their own knowledge, and 
who, by difeourfes equally falfe and feditious, keep up 
the clamours of anill-informed people. Perfons whom. 
their eaths, and the offices which they Have the ho- 
hour tobe invefted with, engage more ag heieted to: 
fupport the authority of the King, end to. maintain 
@rder and’ public tranquillity. 


Thave given very {pecial’ orders to difcover-thofe 
who purfire’ a conduct fo blameable, and their licenti- 
punifhed with deferved chaftifement. 
What T have been faying to:you, is nofecret, and 
sh need not have any kind of {cruple to publifh. my . 
etter | 


With regard to whtdt you fend. me word, that corn 
merchants and ‘bakers: cannot be punifhed by reafon, 
of their beiig wanted; Ithink-itisa very fad cir- 


—eumftance, that one castiot prdceed againft fuch dan- 


maiverfations. ‘This, however, isa cafe that 


- gohderns you s ahd I chihk that you ought, at leaft by 
' Your converfation, to Mew, the public the motives 
hich prevent the pusifftiient of their criminal pro- 


Seedlings, Asto myfelf, L will fepper,, with all = 
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ble authority, the remedies that fhall be indicated to 
me by the Adem over which you prefide. a 
I have examined with much attention the re 
which the Atrorney General has fent me, and. have 
iven orders accordingly to M. Dodua, who is gone to 
Paris to regulate ‘all matters in concert with you. As 
he is perfectly aequainted with the bufinefs, he will 
take care to avoid the in¢onvesiencies mentioned in. 
your letter, &c. | 


The Speech of his wof Chriftian Majefty, pronounced in 
Cncih cas eh of Fune, 1726. 

IT was time that I fleould take upon myfelf the 
government of my kingdom, and that I fhould give 
myfelf up entirely to-the affe€tion I owe to my people, 
to fhew how much Iam fenfible of their attachment. 

However perfuaded: I may be of the zeal which my 
coufin the Duke of Bourbon has exerted in the affairs 
T have intrufted to his management, and how great 
foever may be the affection I {till have for him, yet I 
have thought it neceffary to fupprefs and abolith the 
title and functions of Primte’:Minifter. 

I have already given orders, that the refolution I 
have taken to affume the government of my kingdom 
into my own hands, fhould be communicated to my 
Parliament of Paris, and the fame shall be done wit 
regard to my other Parliaments. I fhall make it 
known by circular letters to all the Govemors.and Ine 

-“tendants of my provinces, and I have alfo ordered thag 
- notice fhould be given of it to my Minifters in foreign 
Courts. My intention is, that every thing which con- 
terns the offices about my own perfon, fhould be upon 
the fame footing as ander the late King my great~ 
grandfather. In the room of. M. Dodun, who has 
ufked my leave to refign, Ihave chofen M. Pelletier 
Devforts to fill up the poft of C ler General of 
my finances; and M. de Breteuil having afked tie 
fame permiffion of me, I lave appointed M. le Blanc to 
tis poft of Secretary of the War department. ; 

The Councils fhall be punfually holden. on. the 
@ays appointed fon them, and. uie affairs will shat 
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ducted there as ufual. With regard to the favours ¥ 
may have to beftow, application muft be immediately 
made to me, and I will put the memorial into the - 
hands of -my Keeper of the Seals, my- Secretaries of 
State, and my Comptroller General of finance. 

I fhall appoint ftated times forthe tranfaétion of 
bufinefs, at which the antient Bithop of Frejus will 
always attend, as well as at the other devails with» 
which different perfons are intrufted, by virtue of the 
ofices they fill. Ina word, I mean to follow in every 
thing, as much as poffible, the example of the late 
King my great-grandfather, 

Jf you fhould think there ts any other thing to be 
done, in thefe early times, you may-propofe it to me 
with confidence ; and I expect, from your zeal for my 
fervice, that you fhould affift me in the defign J] have of 
rendering my government glorious, by making it ufeful 
to my State and to my People, whofe happinefs thall . 
ever be the firft objet of my care. 


wee Compliment addreffed by Cardinal Fleuri to his moft 
Chriflian Majefty, after he had-geceived his Cardi ~ 
nal’s hat from the King.. : 


SIR, | 
THE new dignity for-which IT am come to pry 
homage to your Majefty, how bet foever it may be. 
initfelf,. t ftill infinitely mere valuable to me, becaufe 
J hold it only from your Majefty’s hands, and, if I 
may venture to fay it, becayfe-tt-reftects no-lefs honour - 
on your Majefty than on myfelf. a 
Let me be permitted, Sir,:publicly to make known, 
on this occafion, what the goodnefs of your heart had, 
fuggefted to you in my behalf, at the time when your 
-Majefty was not yet become.the diftributor of favours. 
‘Not only you had defrgred for me- your nght of nomi- 
ation to the Cardihalfhip,. without my. having taken 
the liberty to {peak of it to you, but you have further, 
avithout mentioning itto me, folicited, before the ufy- 
al time, that this Fivour fhould be beftowed upon me. 
. | I acknowledge, 


t 
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 T acknowledge, Sir, that there is perhaps fome fe- 
‘tret and inward motive of felf-love, in acquainting the 
public with a mark of attention in your Majetty, fo 
gracious to me; but, on the other hand, fhould I not 
with reafon be charged with ingratitude, if I fhoyld 
neglect announcing to the people of France, that there 
isin your Majefty a fund of goodnefs, of fentiment, 
and, Iam not afraid to fay it, of gratitude, which 
ought to afford the greateft comfort to your fubjedts ? 

The majefty of the throne attracts only our refpect. 
The great talents of Princes excite admiration ; their 
power commands awe ; but itis by mildnefs, goodnefs, 
and humanity, that they eftablifh their fway over our 
hearts. And what. are not the French capable of 
undertaking, of doing, and even of fuffering, when 
they think themfelves pelaved by their rulers 

The Eaftern nations render to their Sovercigns a 
worfhip almoft equal to that of the Divinity. Among 
the nations of Europe, there are fome who with to 
govern their Kings: others, which though much at- 
tached and very faithful to them, yet rather refpec& 
than love them. But the proper character of the 
French, is love for their King, is the defire of pleafing 
him, the with of feeing, and drawing near to him, 
and of being beloved by him. 

Your Majefty has received, from your earhieft in- 
fancy, proofs of this affection. Your fubjects, Sir, 
have loved you, before you were capable af returning 
their love. . 

Their confternation in tas Ulnefs has been equal 
to that of a family trembling for the fate of him on 
whom they depend for fupport; and the joy they 
have teftiied at your recovery has been fom 
carried to fuch lengths, as almoft to exceed the bounds 
of moderation. 

With what acclamations have not your faithful peo- 
ple received the declaration your Majefty has made of 
taking the government of your kingdom into your own 
hands! And what happy profpect do they not think 
they havea right to flatter themfelves with, when 

‘ahey fee the emjnent qualities of your auguft great- 


, grand- 
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nd-father, whom you have chofen.for your model, 
erclofing themfelves: more and more in your Majefty ! 
A fpirit of order and juitice, a conception from which 
nothing efcapes, an impenetrable fecrecy, a rectitude 
of judgment, aneafy and mild accefs, no figns of 
impatience, never one word, one fingle word saaeers 
able to any one, an averfion for every kind of luxury; 
but, what is infinitely above all, an invariable attach- 
ment to religion and refpect for our holy myfteries, 
which no external inattention, no bad examples, can 
interrupt. 

Thefe, Sir, are the qualities we already admire in 
your Majefty, and upon which are founded the reafon- 
able hopes your fubjects entertain, of feeing you one 
day equal to our greateft Kings. 

Nothing is more hazardous nor more difficult to an- 
fwer than a great expectation ; but | dare affirm, that 
it is in the power Of your Majefty not to fruftrate our 


hopes. 

May you, Sir, fulfilthem in all the extent which 
our neceffities require! May we haye the confolation 
to behold, renewed in your facred perfon, the pru- 
dence of the King, ‘es great-grand-father, in the art 
of government; all the Saeen aad of the Dauphin, 
your grandfather, and all the piety of your auguit fa- 
ther. This will be, Sir, to me, the moft affectin 
reward, I can ever receive, for my refpedtful, and, if 
I may be permitted ta. fay fo, my tender attachment 
to your Majefty. 
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Memorial: for Count Broglio, Ambaffador in England, 
vefpe@ing the French:colanies in. America. 
At Verfailles, 11th April, 1724. 
Noatru AMERICA. 
¥ the treaty of Utrecht, the King has ceded 
to bis Britannic Majefty Nora Scotia, other- 


wife 
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wife called Acadia, in its whole extent, agreeably to 
its antient limits, as alfo the city of Port Royal. 

The claim of the Englifh is, to include under the 
mame of Acadia, not only the land of the peninfula, 
but likewife all the continent which lies to the fouth 
of the river St. Laurence, as far as the fea, which 
would render the Englifh mafters of all the French 
aoe that lie between the Green Bay and Que- 

ec. If this claim were to take place, France would 
Jofe a part of Canada, and would be rendered incapa- 
ble of keeping the reft. 

England has no right to fupport this claim. The 
letters of grant which Sir William Alexander obtained 
in 1621, eon James I. King of Fngland, of the lands 
of Acadia, under the title of Nova Scotia, and of the 
Jands of the Gulph of St. Laurence, as far as Gafpé, 
together with thofe of the coaft of Nouremberg, the 
country of the Etechemins, from the bottom of the 
as faras New England, cannot afford a title+to 

em. . 

In 1604, the French were forming a fixed fettlement 
onthe coaft of Nouremberg, in the county of the 
Etechemins, and arother at Port Royal. They had, 
long before this, taken poffeffion of the lands, extend- 
ing as far asthe 33d degree. In the mean while, in 
1607, a company was formed in England, which un+ 
dertook a new fettlement in Virginia, which is fituated 
between the 35th and goth degrees. 

The Englifh, not fatisfied with the colony they had 
fettled, would alfo feize upon the lands occupied by 
the French in 1613; they drove away thofe who were 
upon the coaft of Nouremberg, in the country of the 
Et-chemins, and at Port Royal, and continued their 
hoftilities till 1629, when they took. Quebec, and 
made themfelves mafters of all. the continent which 
belonged to France, long before they had been there. 
It was during thefe hoftiliries, that the grant was made 
to Sir William Alexander. He afked it to a greater 
extent than it could be given to him, in hopes that his 
ae A might take the reft: in which he was miftak- 
en; for all the lands of New France, Canada, and 
. Acadia, 
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Acadia, having been reftored to France by the treaty 
of St. Germain en Laye, of the 2oth of March 1632, 
this grant could not give hima title againft France ; 
end the Englifh have in fome meafure acknowledged 
this by the treaty of Utrecht ; fince it is not {aid there; 
that France fhall reffore, but fhall cede Acadia to En- 
gland ; which has even required letters patent of'this 
ceffion, that have been difpatched on the 6th of May, 
1713, It cannot be faid, that the terms of ceffion and 
reftitution are fynonimous, or, that the Englifh have 
been inattentive to the expreffion, fince, in the fame 
treaty, the word to reflore to the Englifhis ufed in 
fpeaking of Hudfon’s Bay. The queftion therefore is, 
to find out, without regard to the title here. {poken ot; 
what were the antient limits of Acacia. | 

There is no doubt brt that the French difcovered 
the continent of North America before the Englith , 
the inhabitants of Britany and Normandy, having been 
a fifhing on the ifland of Newfoundland in 5 504, Fran- 
cis I. in 1543, caufed a difcovery to be made of the 
lands lying from the 32d degree to the ‘47th of north 
latitude, and it is pert of thefe lands that are now in 
queftion. is 

John Verafany was the perfon employed ; he arrived 
at a new land, in about 34 degrees of latitude, where 
he went on fhore, and took poffeffion of it for France. 
He ran along the coaft as far as the soth degree, and 
difcovered in this voyage an extent of country of more 
than 70 Jeagues. He landed at different diftances, in 
order to furvey the country; and to take poffeffion of 
it. He named all this extent of land New France, a. 
name which it has fince preferved. 

Baron Lery was fent, -in 1538, to form a fettlement 
there. He landed at Sable Ifland, where the fituation 
of the fpot determined him to ftay ; but he was obliged 
to give it up for want of frefh water, and on account. 
of the badnefs of the foil. He left fome cattle there, 
which have multiplied, and fome of whtch are ftill to 
be found. 

James Cartier was-emploved after him to go to 
" New France: he furveyed, at his firft voyage, the 

iflands: 
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iffand of Newfoundland, and difcovered the Gulph of 
Saint Laurence, with all its coafts. At the fecond 
voyage, he penetrated to the iland of Saint Laurence. 
He returned there in 1540. He was obliged by ftref& 
of weather to ftand in for the port of Carpou, in New- 
foundland. From thence he went tothe river Saint 
Laurence, as far asthe port of Sainte-Croix, where he 
Janded Count Roberval, who was chofen by the King 
to make the fettlementsin New France, and who con- 
ftru€ted a fort at the diftance of four leagues from 
Sainte-Croix. | 

Count Roberval returned the following year, and 
alfo formed a fettlement on the iflund of Cape Breton. 

The care that was taken to fettle the northern part 
of New France, did not occafion the fouthern part to 
be negleéted. , 

pach Ribaud was chofen, in 1562, to go and make 
a fertlement towards the 34th degree, where Verafany 
had firft landed. -Ribaud named the Cape at which 
he arrived, Cape Francis, whichis diftant from the 
Equator about 30 degrees. He caufe to. be fixed 
upon the borders of a river, which he called the River 
of May, a ftone pillar, with a paper on which were 
engraved the arms of France. He named .this place 
Charles Fort, in honour of King Charles IX. 

In fome ancient Dutch charts we find the names of 
all thefe rivers, which have been altered by the En- 
glifh. They have called the place where Charles fort 
was, Charles Town. 

John Ribaud returned into France, and left fome of 
his people inthe country. Several of them penithed ; 
and the furvivors built a veffel to carry themfeives 
back to France. They were thrown on the Fnglith 
coaft, where they found an Englifh veflel, which 
came up with them, ani in which there was a French 
feaman, who had failed the ycar before with Captain 
Ribaud. The weakeft of the people were put on 
Shore, and were con’u@ed to the Queen of England, 
Jt cannot be doubted but thar it was from the account 
they gave, that the Sat refalved to fend fome peo- 
ple into the coantry from whence they came; for 

an 
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in 1565, four Englith veffels arrived on the coaft, and 
afked of Captain sadanaier, who had been fent there 
tm'1564, permiflion to. take in water, of which they 
were much in want. They landed only upon the 
{pot where the French were, and Captain Ribaud ar 
rived there alinoft as foon as they; he then returned 
into Europe. 

Captain Laudonnier gave the name of Carolina to 
this ifand, in honour to Charles IX. 

In the fame year fix large Spanith fhips arrived 
there, who took the fort from the French, and treated 
them with great: cruelty. The Spaniards were driven 
away in 1567, by Captain Gourgues of Bour:eanux, 
who returned the fame year into France. Captain 
Ribaud went there again a few years after this. 

Although this continent et ae to the. French, 
the Englith did not fcruple to form fettlements. there. 

Humphrey Gilbert went from England in- 1583, 
with a defign to eftablifh a colony in New France. He 
Tanded on the ifland of Newfoundland, at.a port which 
he called St. John’s, He found there feveral fithing- 
{macks belonging to different nations, and took two 
French fhips that were there. Philip Amadus and 
Arthur Barton fitted out an expedition in England to 
go and fettle a colony on part of New France ; and on 
the 4th of July, 1584, they landed in the 3gth degree 
of latitude, above Carolina. In honour of Queen 
Elizabeth, they called the country Virginia ; and af- 
ter having carried on fome kind of trade with the na- 
tives of the country, they returned into Europe. 

The Englifh went there aprin the year following, 
and left 107 men to fettle there; but they ftatd no 
longer than one year, when they went back to Eng- 
land. The Englith returned with fuccours for them ; 
but as‘ they did not find them upon the coaft, they 
left only 1g men there. | 

In 1587, they fent a hundred and fifty. men, whe 
were maflacred by the natives of. the country ; this 
difcouraged the Englifh fo much, that none of the 
ficet {ent there in 1590 would remain. a 

“he 
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“The French, who were prevented by the continual 
wars prevailing in Europe, from following up their 
eftablifhments in New France, continued however to 
fend fhips there, in order to trade with the natives of 
the country, and for the cod and whale fitheries. 

The Marquifles ot Courtenval and de la Roche be- 
gan thefe fettlements again in 1596. M. Chavin fuc- 
ceeded them, and went to Tadouflac, to Quebec, 
and inthe river St. Laurence, where he left men to 
fettle. 

M. de Mons, Gentleman in ordinary of the King’s 
Bedchamber, and Governor of Pons, undertook to 
fettle a part of New France in 1604. He fent fone 
fhips to trade with Canada, and went to the ifland of 
Si. Croix, upon the coaft of Nouremberg, the country 
of the Etechemins, where he ftaid three years. He 
then went to Port Royal. He employed the three 
years of his ftay in the country, in vifiting the coafts, 
as far as the fortieth degree of latitude, anc found fe- 
Veral favages, with whom the French fifhermen trad- 
ed. He left M. de Potricourt, who attended tothe 
fettling of Port Royal. After his return into France, 
he ufed to fend every year fhips into the river St. Lau- 
rence, to trade there. 

In thofe times, the limits afcribed to New France, 
on the weftern fide, were, the land extending to the 
Pacific Ocean, beyond the Tropic of Cancer; to the 
fouth, the iflands, and the Atlantic Ocean, on the 
fide of Cuba and Hifpaniola; to the eaft, the nor- 
thern fea, which wafhes the coaft of New France; 
and tothe north, the fea which ts called the Unknown 
fea, towards the. Frozen ocean, as far as the Arétic 
Pole. 

This is a plain relation of what has happened a- 
mong the European nations, with refpe@ to the conti-. 
nent of North America. It belongs to France on the 
claim of firft poffeffion; and, as this rizht cannot be 
loft, but by ferfaking the thing potfeffed, it muft fill 
be reckoned as belonging to Frane~, becaufe, far from 
having forfaken it, the French have continued, and 
ftill continue to form eftablifhments there, Jt is true, 


that 
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that thefe fettlements have not been made upon the 
fame fpot; but as they were upon the fame continent © 
of land, France cannot be fuppofed to have relinquith- 
ed rhe territory, the feitlement of which fhe had dif- 
continued, or that upon which fhe had not yet made 
any fettlement. All the nations of Europe have agreed 
in giving the name of New France, upontheir maps, 
to the continent of North America; and it fhould feem, 
that acknowledging by this the property of France te 
it, they ought not to have thought of fettling there. 
Neverthclefs we have feen, by what has been before 
related, that the Englith fettled in 1607 in Virginia ; 
that they remained quietly there till 1613; that they 
continued hoftilities from that time till 1629 5 and that 
they made themfelves mafters of all the ports that the 
French had upon the continent: which were reftored 
by the treaty concluded at St. Germain en Laye in 
16 32. 
The Dutch alfo fent into Newfoundland in 1609, 
ato trade there, and in 1615 they built a fortrefs on the 
borders of the fea, in about forty degrees of latitude ; 
they built an inland ‘fort, which they called Orange 
Fort, and named -the country the New Netherlands, 
David Hudfon had made them acquainted with this 
land; for he had been on fhore there, after having 
attempted in vain 2 paflage by the North of America, 
to go to China and ‘Tartary, and he had called the 
country Motance. — 

At the fame time the Englith fent to form a fettle- 
ment in about forty-one degrees of latitude. They 
ettablifhed a colony there, and gave to the ‘country 
the name of New England. The Dutch afterwards 
gave up their fettlensent to thei. 

The Englifh have continued pufhing on their fet- 
tlements upwards, along the coaft, notwithftanding 
any oppofiion they met with from the part of France, 
to whom the country belonged. At length, in 1700, 
they wanted to eftablifh themfelves beyond the river 
St. George. NM. de Cailliere, Governor General of 
New France, oppofed them, which occafioned fome 
conreft between the two nations. 

it 
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Tt was agreed, between this Governor General and 
that of Botton, that the river St. George fhould mark 
out the limits of ther government, upon the borders 
of the fea. , 

A French and Englith Officer was fent to fix a poft, 
with the arms of their refpective nations; this was 
excculed upon a point projecting into the fea, at three 
Jeagues oilta:.ce {rom the inouth of the river. It would 
be an acvantage to the Englifh, if the French would 
acknowledge this boun:ary ; but, as part of the lands 
of the Abenakis are coinprited in the’ Englith portion, 
this bouncary cannot take place, and imuft therefore 
be fixed at Kfkebe, where the terriiories of the Abe- 
nakis commence. This is even con-ormable to the 
ras ot che treaty of Utrecht; which fays: that the 

mmifioners ae to decide which are the savages in al- 
hiancs wh the refpeGive natio:s, There can be no 
deuce but that the Alenikis, who are all Catholics, 
muit be the allies of France ; and confequently their 
land cannot belong to the Englith. 

The queftion therefore is, to de.ide what are the 
lunits of Acadia, which the Kinz has ceded to the 
Englifh by the Xilth article of the treaty of Utrecht, 
in the following manner. | 

“ ‘The moft Chriftian King will caufe to be put inte 
“ the hands of Great Bricain, on the day that the rati- 
“« fications of the treaty of the prefent peace are ex- 
‘* change, letters and authentic documents, which 
“* will tettify the ceffion made in perpetuity to the 
“ Queen, an to ‘the Crown of Great Britain, of the 
“* ifland-of ‘St. Kitt’s, which the fubjets of her Britannte 
S Majefty henceforward ¢hall only poffefs; of Nova 
“ Scotia, otherwife called Acadia, .in its whole extent, 
‘ ena to its antient limits; as alfo of the town 

of Port Royal, at prefent called Annapolis Royal ; 
** and generally of all the depandencies of the faid 
lands and.iflands of the country, tegethcr with the 
‘ fovereigoty, pofe Mon, and ‘all rights acquired. by 
“ treaty, or etherwife, which the moft Chriftian King, 
“< the Crown of France, or any of their fubje&s what- 
focver, have hitherto holden upon the faid iflands, 
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‘ places, and their inhabitants ; fo that the moft Chrif- 
“ tian King cedes and transfers the whole to the faid 
® Queen, and to the Crown of Great Britain, and 
“ that in_ manner and form fo ample, that it fhall not 
“ be in future permitted to the fubjeéts of the moft 
** Chriftian King to carry on the fithery in the faid feas, 
* bays, and other places, nearer than at the diftance 
‘¢ of thirty leagues from Nova Scotia to the fouth-wett, 
“ beginning from Sable Ifland inclufive, and continu- 
** ing towards the fouth-weft.” 

This article contains different arrangements. ‘That 
which concerns the ifland of St. Kirt’s, and its de- 
pendencies has been fulfilled. 

The fecond, concerns the ceffion of Acadia accord- 
ing to its antient limits, which are to be determined ; 
and this isthe matter in difpute between the two nati- 
ons. | 

Upon fuch an occafion, the only way is to have re- 
courie to books which have treated of this province, 
and which, having been written in unfufpicious times, 
bear teftimony to the truth, which it is impoffible to 
deny. 

M. Dennis, proprietor of the land in 1604, from Cape 
Canfo inclufive, as far as Cape Rofieres, and Governor 
and Lieutenant General for the King, hath publifhed, 
in 1662, a geographical and hiftorical defcription of the 
coaft of North America. | 

In page 29 he fays, that “ from the river Penobfcot, 
© tothe river St. John, there may be about from forty 
* to five-and-forty leagues. The firft river is that of 
*¢ the Etechemins,which bears the name of the country, 
*¢ from Bofton to Port Royal. The favages whainhabit 
« it, have alfo the fame name.” It cannot be doubted 
from this, but that that fpace of land was. called the 
country ofthe Etechemins. In page 35, the title of his 
fecond chapter fays, that, Ae treats of the river St. 
Fohn, As the mines of Port Royal, of all. the French 
Bay, (Fc. Thistitle fhews, that all the places fpoken 
of there, were not Acadia; but he explains this mat- 
ter, much more clearly, in the following articles. 
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In the firft, at page 56, he fays: “ Coming from 
Port Royal, going towards Long Ifland, and continu- 
ing fix or feven leagues along the coafts, we meet 
with creeks, and rocks covered with trees, as far 
as Long Ifland, which is about fix or feven leagues 
am extent. It forms a ‘paflage, to go out of the 
French Bay, and to .proceed towards the land of 
Acadia, &c.” 

By the fecond article, page-58, chapter 3, ‘he fays, 
“coming out the French ‘Bay to enter into Aca- 
“« dia, and going on towards Cape Fourchu, &c.” 

Ie is therefore indifputable, that the French Bay, 
from whence one goes to the Jand of Acadia,.is a diffe~ 
xent province. 

This again is very clearly feen; for after M. Den- 
nis has fpoken, at page 61, of Cape Fourchou, 
which is as it: were the end of the French Bay, on 
the fide of Acadia, and i de of Port ‘Ryfignol 
and la Heve he intitles the following chapter, at 
page 105, Continuation of Acadia from da Heve to Can- 
fo, where it ends. 

Thus are the limits belonging, and tending to Aca- 
dia, very clearly defcribed: that is to:fay, between 
Cape Canfo, inclufive, on the fide of the Gulph Str. 
Laurence. 

This is further confirmed, in page 126, chapter 
, where he favs: “ Canfois a harbour, which has 
<< full three fathoms depth, which, from the Cape, 
“begins the entrance of the great bay of St. Lau- 
“ rence.” ’ 

Confequently the land from Canfo inclufive, to 
Cape Rofieres, is a province diftinct and feparate 
from Agadia; and this is fo certain a faét, that M. 
Dennis was Proprietor and Governor of it, <t the 
time that M. de St. Eftienne was Proprietor and Gover- 
nor of Acadia. 

The third arrangement contams the ceffian of Port 
Royal, now called Annapolis Royal. 

There is no difpute upon this article; but tt is 
proper to obferve, that the Englifh having fpect- 
ficallg demanded the ceffien of this town, have ac- 
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knowledged that it did not make part of Acadia; 
cannot therefore be doubted but that they were 
acquainted with the limits menuoned by M. Den- 
nis. 

The fourth arrangement is the ceffion of all the de- 
pencencies belonging to the lands, fovereignty, pro- 
perty, pofiefion, and all rights acquired by treaty and 
otherwife, which the King, the Crown of France, 
or any of their fubjeéts whatfoever, have hitherto 
holden over the faid iflands, lands, places, and their 
inhabitants. With refpeét to this article, the bufinefs 
is to determine what can depend upon the Jan's of 
Acadia, and the town of Port Royal. The land's of 
Acadia can have no other dependencies than the iflands 
and iflets adjacent. 

The ordinary depencies of a town, are its pre-~ 
cinéts ; it appears, therefore, that the Englifh cannot 
pretend to any more with regard to the town of 
Port Royal. But if tn ceding to them this town ot 
Port Royal, it was meant at the fame time to give 
up the province, the boundaries of that begin op- 
pefite the river St. John, following the coaft as far 
as Cape Sable, ana in the inland parts of this pro- 
vince adjoining to Acacia ‘There can be no dcifpute 
about the reft, fince 1t contains only a general and irre- 
vocable ceffion. 

All that has been mentioned above, is only that 
Count Broglio may be iniorme: of the rights of 
France, a of the claims of the Fnolith. It is not 

roper that the limits fhould be fettled in Europe ; 
itis expedient, on the contrary, that thcy fhouli be 
fo upon the {pot, by the commiffioners which fhall 
be appointed bv the two Kings) What Count Bro- 
glio is to negociate at Lonon, is, that orcers fheuld 
£ feat tothe Erglifh Governors at Bofton, and in 
Acadia, to withcraw the troops and inhabitants, 
which :hey have placed on the lands of the favage 
Abenakis, the allies of France, and to abani'on the 
forts they have built there ; that they fhould Icave . 
thefe favages in peace, tll thefe limits have been a 

tled, 
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tled, and till it has been decided to which nation 
thefe pcople are allied. 

‘There has been tor fome years a cruel war carried 
on between the Englifh and the Abenakis: The firft 
are defirows of fettling and poffefling themfelves of 
the lands that do not belong to them; and the 
Taft will not fuffer it; this puts the whole conti- 
nent into confufion, and thefe unjuft pretenfions of 
the Englijh may, in the end, occafion a rupture be- 
tween the French andthem. The Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil, Governor and Lieutenant General in Now 
France, has written ftrong]y to the Governor of Bof- 
ton, that he should withdraw himfelf from the {aid 
Jands, ul] the hmits were regulated. Information 
has not been received of what he has done; but as 
moft of the favage nations efpoufe the caufe of the 
Abenakis, it is to be feared that all this will caufe a 
great confufion in the country, if the Englith perfitt 
in keeping and in esas: a territory, to which, 
from all that has been related, it is eafy to judge 
that they have no right; and the King hath every 
reafon to complain of their attempts upon this occa- 
fion. The faid Count Broglio is to manage this 
affair, and make the Court of England fenfible of 
the injuttice ef the proceeding. His Majefty coul! 
have put anend to the matter, if he had permitted 
the French Canacians to join the favages. ‘The con- 
aut of the Englifh Gowernors would have juftified 
him in doing this ; but he has rather chofen to pre- 
ferve the union with the Crown of [ngland, being 
perfuaded that that Court will fettie the bufinefs. 


Fi fhery. 


The fifth arrangement of the XlIth article of the 
treaty of Utrecht, after mention has been made of 
Acadia, 1s couche! in the following terms :—*“ fo that 
“ the moft Chriftiaa King cedes and transfers the 
whole to the faii Queen, and to the Crown of 

Great Britain, and that in ntanner and form fo 
“* ample, that it fhall not be in future permitted to 
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<‘ the fubjeéts of the moft Chrittian King to carry 
‘on the fifhery in the faid feas, bays, and other 
@ places, nearer than at the ciftance of 30 leagues 
“* from Nova Scotia to the fouth-weft, beginning 
** from Sable Ifland inclufive, and continuing towards 
** the fouth-weft.” 

Stis to be obferved, the reafon why the Englifh 
‘make mention of the fifhery, Is, that when thefe peo- 
‘ple wanted formerly te hth upon the coatt of Acacia, 
‘M. de la Tour, and the other Lords of the coaft, by 

rants from the King of France,-ma‘e them pay so 
Teves for each boat, and ftopped thofe who were 
not provided with their permits. “Thorgh it fheuld 
feem that the trety explains ifelf pretty clearly up- 
-on the fubjeét of the fifhery, yet this matter occa- 
fions fome .onteft between the Englith and French. 
Captain Cyprian Sou’nc went to C pe Bretonin +718, 
to fettle this fifhery with M. ce S-irpt-Cvice, Gover- 
nor of this ifland. He prerenced th.t a iire mutt 
“be drawn from the wetternmoft cape of Sable Ifand, 
going thirty leagues eaft; that another fhould be 
.drawn fixty leagues north and fouth, which fhould 
join the firft line, in the weft; and that from the 
ends of the fecond line, a third fhoul., be drawn on 
the fide of the eaft, which makes the figure of a 
femicircle ; and atterwar’s, that, at the extremity 
of the firft line, fhould be drawn the one fpoken 
of in the treaty, which is to be at thirty leagues 
diftance from Nova Scotia. By this method, the Cap- 
tain, contrary to the {pirit of the treaty, wanted to 
make the French lofe a corfiderable quantity of land 
which incontrovertibly belongs to them, fince it is 
facing Cape Breton. 

M. de Saint-Ovide oppofed to this propofal the 
‘proper terms of the treaty, wh h ‘ays that the 
French fhall not be permitted to fifh nearer than 
thirty leagues difiunce from the coaft of Nova 
Scotia to the fouth-eafl, from the ifland vulgarly 
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called Sable Ifland inclufive, proceejing towards the 
fouth-weft.. M. de Saint-Ovide infitted, that in ore 
der to conform tm» the words of the treaty, a line. 
muft be drawn, which fhould run fouth-eait, and be 
continued to the moft weitern cap2 of Sable If- 
lend ; and that from thence another line fhould be 
drawn towards the fouth-weft, which fhould be at 
thirty leagues ditance from the coafts of Acadia. 
Captain Soudrick perfifted in his opinion, and nothing, 
was fetiled. 

As «difputes may arife every day between the 
French and Enghth, with regard to this filhery, the 
King defires, for the tranquility of the two nations, 
and to avoid every fubjett of. mifunderftandiny, that 
the treaty of U:rechte fhould be executed, and 
that, in confequenee, the. King of England thould 
give precite oilers to the Governor of Bollon, or 
any other perfon, to agyee fairly aboue the Iunits 
of this fifhery, and to fettle them with M. de Saint+ 
Ovide— 


Can/fo. 


By the XIIIth article of the treaty of Utrecht, it is 
faid that the ifland of Cape Breton, and all the other 
ifands whatioever, fituated at the mouth of and in 
the Gulph of St. Laurence, fhall hereafter belong to 
France. . 

In conformity to this article, the French had 
taken poffefion of the iflands of Canfo, which are 
fituated at the mouth of the Gulph of St. Laurence ; 
they are at the en'rance of that arm of the fea 
which forms the ftrait of Fronfac, made by one of 
the openings of the Gulph of Sr. Laurence, and 
confequently they belong inconteftibly to France. 
Relying on the faith of the treaty, the French werd 
in full and peaceable pofleffion of them; they fifhed 
there, dricd thetr cod, and carried on their trade 
-without any difturbance from the Englifh in the neigh- 
bouring colonies, with whom they lived upon a 
friendly footing, till the year 1918, when M. Smart, 
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Commander of the veflel of the King of England, 
called the Squirrel, made a defcent there, and, with- 
out any other reafon than that of ‘being the ftrong- 
eft, ferized upon the merchants fhips, upon all the 
cod of their fifhery, upon the merchandife, uten- 
fils, and other effects, and carriea the reft away to 
Bofton. 

The King caufed complaints to be made to the 
Court of England; and M. d’Heribery, a merchant 
of St. John de Luz, who was one of the French 
proprietors who had been plundered, went to Lon- 
don, where, upon the report and information of the 
Board of Trade, he obtained orders from the Lords 
Juftices, depofitaries of the royal autherity in the 
abfence of his Britannic Majefty, for the reftitu- 
tion of his fhips, cod, merchandife, and other ef- 
fects. 

He repaired to Rofton to folicit the execution of 
thefe orcers; which he could not obtain, becaufe, 
before the firft complaints ha! been conveyed to 
Fadand, AL Soart had taken the precaution to get 
the gift oF the ~ articles from his Britannic Majetty, 
and bad difpofea cf them before the arrival of M. 
Wiicrbery at Bolton ; which obliged this merchant to 
return to Londom. . 

He renewed his foicitations. M. Craegs, who was 
charged with this aifur, aflured hin repeatedly that 
he and the other oorfoas thould be indemnified in mo+ 
ney; and the Coniu:iflioncrs of the Load of ‘Trade, be- 
ing confulted again, declared they han nothing to fay 
againft thisdetermination, M. \’Fleribery was defired 
to give in a ftate of his claims, watch he complied 
with; fo that there was reafon to thirk this affair would 
toon be terminated. 

In the intcrim, the Board receivec advice that thé 
favages, with fome French, had thrown themfelves 
into the ‘fland of Canfo, an? had taken from the Enghfie- 
a quantity of effeéts to the amount of feven or ejga 
buntrcd pounds fterling ; M. @Hertbery was 
till they fhould acquire a fuller account of this 
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This obftacle was foon raifed ; M. de Saint-Ovide, 
Governor of Cape Breton, having caufed a reftitution 
to be mace of part of the effeéts, which the French had 
only feized atter the Enghith had abandoned the ifland, 
having befides had no connection with the irruption of 
the favages. 

This inftanee of juftice was a frefli motive for ob- 
taining the effect of the aflurances that had been given. 
Neverthelefs, after having made M. d’Heribery wait 
for four moaths, the whole ternunated in propofing to 
hin the acceptance of an order fus*wo hundred pounds 
tteriing ; which he would not receive, becaufe tho ef-. 
fects amounted to more than 20,cco pounds fterling. 

M. Craggs dying fome time afterwards, the affair 
was referred to the Lord Carteret; who, at the be- 
ginning of his miniflry, had promifced to ufe every 
means In his power to get juftice done ; but all his pro-- 
snifes ended with faying that he could do nothing. 

The objection upon which this Minifler infifted the 
moft, was the fentence pronounced by the Admiralty 
of Bofton in favour of M. Smart: to which it was an- 
{wered, that the attempt in queftion being an infra¢tion 
of treaties, comnntted by a Captain of one of the King 
of England’s fhips, it was from his Britannic Majefty 
himfelf, and not from the ordinary tribunal, that juftice 
was to be expected ; that the Lords Juftives, depofita- 
rics of the fovereign authority in his abfence, had been 
fo well perfuaded of it, that, upon the firft reprefenta- 
non, they had given orders for a full and entire reftitu- 
tion of the effeéts carried off, without paying any re- 
gard tothe fentence pafled at Bofton, or to the grant 
Captain Smart had obtained of them by furprize ; and 
that an order of fo authentic a nature could not be an- 
nulled. This is fo certain, that when it was propofed 
to refer the matter tothe Council, M. d’Heriber? could 
not find a fingle Lawyer who would plead for him, be- 
caufe, according tothem, it was an affair of State, and 
not of Law, and that the point in queftion was the ex-~ 
ecution of an order given by the Lords Juftices, upon 
the report, and withtheconfent, of the Board of Trade. 
This was in fat the only point to be determined. 
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Lord Carteret fcreened himfelf, by eile that 
the order mentioned, that it was granted by favour, 
and on account of the good underftanding fabfifting be- 
tween the two nations. Upon which it was anfwered— 
that whatever motives the Lords Juftices might have 
thought proper to allege, their order was not the lefs. 
abfolute, nor the lefs founded on juftice, fo that it 
ought not the lefs to have its effect. This was ftated 
to his Lordfhip both by word of mouth and in writing ; 
and at length he anfwered plainly, that this order had 
been given improperly. The fa is, that when the ore 
der was given, it was thought that the effects were 
fort coming and in that cafe the reftitution of them 
might have been made without any expence to his Bri- 
tannic Majefty; but as, by virtue of the gift Cap- 
tain Smart had obtained, he had haftened to dif- 
pofe of the faid eff-éts, even before the proprietors 
could get to England to lay claim to them, the 
indemnity muft neceffarily have been taken from the 
civil lift. At laft, all that M. d’Heribery was able 
to obtain, was an order upon the ‘Treafury for 
eight hundred pounds fterling, in the month of 
July, 1722. This was infuthctent to pay the con- 
fiderable expences he had been obliged to make 
in a voyage on purpofe to Bofton, and two voy- 
ages, with a refidence of three years in London ; 
fo that he has received no reftitution for the plun- 
der of his effects, amounting to upwards of 20,000 
pounds fterling. 

The attempt of M. Smart has been made in time 
of full peace, againtt Frenchmen and allies, in an 
ifland po onenis all times to France, and the right 
of which has been confirmed to her by the treaty 
of Utrecht. Jt is true, the Engltfh have contrary 
claims, and it may be faid, that they are without 
foundatian ; but till thefe have heen fettted by the 
Commiffioners appointed to regulate the limits, aés 
_ Of violence are illegal, and confequently the act in 
“guettion ‘requires fatisfaction to be made. Thfs is 
what the King defires Count Broglio to afk, and 
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wifhes him to attend to this affair, till juftice has 
been done to the French plundered by Captain Smart. 


SettlBnent of Can/fo. 


We fee by what has been faid above, that, accord-: 
ing to the XINth article of the treaty of Utrecht, the 
Ifland of Canfo belongs to France. 

The Englifh,. not fatished with oe, plundered 
the French :in this ifland, .contrary to all equity and 
reafon, proceed to form fettlements there, have pofted 
garrifons and -conftruéted forts; which is abfolutely 
repugnant to the treaty, and to the rights of France, 
to whom thisifland belongs. If even the claims which 
the Englifh have upon this fpot, were as well as they 
are ill-founded, ftill it would be improper they fhould 
take poffeffion of it, before it had been determined to 
which of the two nations this ifland belongs. 

The King wifhes that Count Broglio would defire 
the King of England to order, that this ifland fhould 
be evacuated, and that it fhould no longer be inha- 
bited by the Englifh: his: Majefty being willing, al- 
though his right be inconteftible, that no fettlement 
fhall be made there, till it be decided between the 
“hh Crowns, to which-of them this ifland ought to.. 

elong. 7 

His Majefty: could have taken other meafures, 
fome time ago, for the fulfilling of this part of the 
treaty of Utrecht, and he had no occafton to do any 
thing more, than to fuffer the zeal of his officers to 
aét; but his Majefty has been ever willing to avoid 
any thing that oan interrupt the good underftand- 
ing he means to mamtain. He is perfuaded, that 
his Britannic Majefty 1s infpired with the fame fen- 
timents, and therefore, that he will not futfer an 
fusther complaint of this infraction. - 
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Sourn AMERICA. 


Ifand of Saint Aloufia, er Saint Lucia. 


The King, by edi&t of the month of March, 1642, 
ceded tothe Weft India Company all the American 
Hlands belonging to him, among which was included 
that of Saint Lucia: this Company fold feveral of 
thefe iflands, and among others, to James Houel and 
M. du Parquet, they fold Martinico, Grenada, the 
Grenadines, and Saint Lucia, by a contra& of the 
22d° of September, 1650, confirmed by letters pa- 
tent of the month of Auguft 1651. . 

M.du Parquet having obtained the government of 
thefe iflands, on the 22d of O@ober following, con~ 
¥tructed a fort at Saint Lucia, and made a confidera~ 
ble eftablifhment there. 

M. de Vendrogues was appointed Guardian to the 
children of the ed Du Parquet, who died in 1658, 
and the King condefcended to beftow upon M. du 
Vendrogues the government of the iflands, to enable 
him to make the eftates of the minors turn to the 
beft advantage. 

The Englifh thea thought fo Iittle of contefting the. 
property of Saint Lucia with the French, thatin a 
treaty made in 1660, between the Governors of the 
French and Englifh iflands, M. Houel aflumed the ti- 
tle of Governor of Saint Lucia, without its being 
difputed with him. 

It is true, that in 1664 an Englifhman, affuming 
the rank of Colonel, made a defcent at Saint Lucia, 
and attacked the fort; which M. Mollard, who com- 
manded there, was obliged to furrender by capitulati- 
on, ‘and to withdraw with his troops. 

The King caufed complaints to be made to the 
Court of England of this infraction; but during the 
negotiation, andin the month of Oéctober 1665, M. 
Robert Saulk, who commanded fer England at St. 
Lucia, and the inkabitants of that nation who were 

fettled 
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fettled there, fent Deputiesto M. Clodoré, Chief and 
Prefident of the Council Superior of Martinico, and to - 
M. de Chambré, Agent General for the Company in 
France, to intreat them to take back the nland of 
St. Lucia, which they acknowledged to be the pro- 
perty of the French, defiring him to fuply them with 
boats to pafs over into fome of the Englith iflanc's; 
declaring, that fince they had feized upon the ifland 
of St.Lucia, they had always had a war to maintain 
againft the Caribbees, natives of the country. An 
authentic act of the whole was executed at Martinico 
by the Deputies, in prefence of a Notary. 

The Englith having quitted St. Lucia, Mefficurs de 
Clo.loré and de Chambré took poffeffion, and erjaved 
itin peace. In all the commiffions, and in all the in- 
ftructionsihat have been fent to the Governors of Mar- 
tinico, the ifland of St. Lucia has always been included. 

In 1686, an Englifh fifty-gun fhip appeared on the 
coaft of St. Lugm; the Captain declared to all the in- 
habitants, in the name of the King of England, that 
they were either to withdraw, or to receive commif- 
fions from his mafter, and that he was come to take 
poffeffion of the ifland. -He wrote accordingly to M. 
de Blenac, Governor of the French iflands. After- 
wards, having planted the ftandard of the King of 
England, he pillaged and burnt all he found belong-— 
ing tothe French.. M.de Blenac, after having an- 
fwered the [nglifhman’s letter in a proper manner, 
fent fome troops to fupport the French at Saint Lucia, 
which has remained ever fince in the poffeffion of 
France. 

The King complained to the Court of England of ” 
this enterptife. Commiffioners were appointed to fet- 
tle the claims of the two nations to this ifland. The 
Englifh, who thought by fome ufelefs proceedings to 
give themfelves a title of property, enccuraged the 
Governor of Barbadoes to write, onthe 13th of July 
1700, to M.d’Amblemont, Genera] of the French 
iflands, that the King of England had ordered to fend 
away all the perfons who.were fettled on the — 
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St. Lucia, and that as there were feveral Frenchmen 
there, he begged of him to recall them. | 

M. ble Ton anfwered—that the King of En- 
gland had no right to the ifland; and that if he un- 
dertook to drive the French away from it, he would 
repel force by force. 

The Governor of Barbadoes did not think proper 
to undertake any thing, after fuch an anfwer ; ae 
Marfhal Tallard received orders to inake complaints 
to the Court of England, of the demand of the Go- 
vernor of Barbadoes; and by the firft anfwers he re- 
ceived, it feemed asif the Governor had aed with- 
out orders, and that juftice would foon be done in. 
the bufinefs. 

Affairs between France and England being after- 
wards in difpute, nothing more was done in this matter ;. 
the French remained matters of St. Lucia, and have 
preferved their fettlement there ever fince. 

The King, fince his acceffion to t rown, having 
given this ifland to Marfhal d’Eftrées, “the Englith ex- 
poftulated upon the bafis of their claims on this- ifland, 
which had formerly given rife to negotiations that 
were not yet clofed. His Majefty was willing that the 
ifland fhould be put into the fame {tate it was in be-- 
fore the gift, till fuch time as the claims of the two. 
Crowns fhould be adjufted ; but the eftablifhments. 
which the French had there before, remained as ufual. 

After fuch a condefcenfton on the part of France 
for England, his Majefty was much furprifed to find, 
by public reports, that the King of England had 
given this ifland to the Duke of Montague. The 
King thought that his Britannic Majefty had been 
impofed upon; and ordered complaints to be made 
to him; but as no dire& anfwer was received, and 
that fhips were getting ready at London, to take 

offeffion of that ifland, and form a fettlement upon 
it, his Majefty fent orders to the Chevalier de Feu-. 
‘quieres, Governor General of the French iflands, 
that if the English fhould undertake this fettlement, 
he fhould cal] upon them to withdraw, and if they 
vtefufed, he was to compel them. by force. aie 


. This General having received advice, on the 27th 
of Deve aber 1722, that the Enghth had landed at 
St. Lucia, fent two Captains of infantry, to fummon 
M. Wereu,;h. Commandant for the Duke of Mon- 
tague, to with!raw irom the ifland; he wrote at 
the fame titne himfelf to the Commandant, and fent 
him a copy of his Majefty’s orvers. 

‘The Captains were well received: M. Wercugh 
afflembled his Council; but having an{wered, that 
he could not evacuate the place, till he had received 
orders from England, the Chevalier de Feuquieres fent 
fome troops there, under the commene of the Marquis 
of Champigny, Governor of Martinico, and recom- 
mended it to him, in compliance with the orders of 
his Majefty, to avoid the effufion of blood as much 
as poffible. 

The Marquis of Champigny landed in the night 
from the 15th to the 16th of January 1723, «and M. 
Wereugh having received advice of it, fent two ofti- 
cers, to defire that no violence fhould be committed ; 
which was ftri€tly attended to. 

On the 18th of the fame month a treaty was made, 
a copy of Which, his Majefty fends with this, by 
virtue of which, the Englifh were to evacuate the 
{aid ifland, after having raifed the works they had 
conftruéted for their defence. 

The King defires that matters fhould remain in this 
ftate, till it be decided to which of thefe two Crowns. 
the ifland is to belong. 


Trate of the Englifh with the Iflands. 


‘Trade between the French and Englith in the Ame~ 
rican iflands is entirely forbidden, that 1s to fay, the 
French are not allowed to trade in the Englifh colow 
nies, and, in like manner, the Englith are not to trada 
in the French colonies. All that either of them are 
‘allowed to do, is reciprocally to land in tHefe iflands, 
when the thips are in danger of perifhing, or that they 
are 
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are in want of provifions, wood, and water; but they 
arc not to carry on anv trade there. 

The French obferve thefe regulations very ftri@ly; 
but the Englith uie all their endeavours to introduce 
into the French: colonies, negroes, provifions, and 
merchanidife. Enghth veffels are ftopped every day, 
and moft of them are confifcated. ‘The Englifh mer- 
chants are very ready torun this rifque, and his Ma- 
jefty has made no Gemand upon this fubjet of the 
Court of England, becaufe he intends thai all the vef- 
fels which are ftopped fhall ftill be confifcated. But 
the complaint his Majefty has.to make, is, that En- 

lifh men of war come frequently to the French co- 
Peaies, and anchor under cifferent pretences in the 
ports and roads, where they fraudulently introduce 
negroes and merchandife. There are cven fome who 
bring laden boats along with them, and protcé& their 
trade. Thefe Englith veffels would already have been 
attacked by thofe of the King, if his-Majeity: had not 
taken care to recommend to the Comraanders, to- 
treat the Captains of the King of England’s fhips 
with politenefs; which attention hath gbitherto re- 
{trained his Majefty’s officers. But as it appears, that 
the Englifh officers make an improper ufe of this 

olitenefs, he recommends it to Count Broglio to de- 
Fire the Court of England to forbid the Englifh Of-- 
ficers from going to the French colonies, to trade 
there. ‘This is reafonable, and fo much the more- 
necefflary, as his Majefty cannot avoid taking mea- 
fures to prevent the continuance of this infraction, . 


Done at Verfailles, the 11th of April 1724, 
(Signed ) _ Lewis. 
And lower down, PHELIPEAUX. 
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Memorial concerning maritime Commerce, Navigation, 
and the Colonies; to ferve for Inflrudtions ‘9 Count 
Broglio, Lieutenant General o the King’s forces, and 
Ambaffa tor Extraordinary from his Muayefiy to the. 
King of England. 


HIS Majefty having chofen Count Broglio to re- 
fide in quality of Ambaffador Extraordinary to the 
King of Great Britain, is fo perfuade-i of the Count’s 
zeal for his fervice, of which he has: given fo many 
proofs, thatthe King doubts not of h's paying every 
poffible attention to the affairs concerning maritime 
commerce, nav'gation, an the colonies, as alfo to 
what has been regulated upon thefe points, by the 
treaties of peace and commerce concluded at Utrecht, 
the 11th of April 1713. 


Herring Fifhery. 


The herring fifhery which is carried on, on the 
coaft of Yarinouth, being able to increafé confider~ 
ably the commerce and navigation of the French, 
his Majefty wifhes that the Count would prevail 
upon the Englifh to grant him, upon this point, the 
fame protection and the fame advantages they give 
tothe Dutch, and that the fubjects of his Majefty 
may have a fufficient extent of this coaft allowed 
them to carry on this fifherv, without being obliged, 
as before, to keep themfelves at diftance from land, 
to windward of the Enghth and Dutch;- that, 
when they are under a neceffity of drawing in thcir 
veffelsto fhore, either from ftrefs of weather, or to 
refit them, or to fhip the fifh, they shall not be oblig- 
ed to pay the duties of import, which ought not, to 
be required ull the fifh be expofed to fale ; and 
that the frigates which the King of England keeps 
upon this coaft in the feafon of the fifhery, fhall not 
wxatt any thing from the French fifhermen, under- 


any 
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any pretence whatfoever. If Count Broglio can ob 
tain all thefe demands, which appezr cquitavic in 
themfelves, and are very important for the ferviie 
of his Majefty, he defires the Count would get the 
orders for this purpo‘e ia writing, and fend them 
away immediately, addreffed to the Secretary of State- 
for the marine department. 


Maritime Forces of England. 


The Count will readily judge, that he cannot da: 
the King a fervice more agreeable to him, than to 
inform him exeétly of the maritime forces of Eng- 
land, and of the movements they fhall make. His 
Majefty therefore expects, that the Count will ap- 
ply himfelf particularly to get a thorough know- 
edge of the Englifh navy in general, of the num- 
ber and ftrength of their fhips, of the ability of. 
their fea-officers, of the advantages ard difadvanta-. 
ges of their ports and roads of which it were 
to be wifhed that accurate plans, with the. foun-— 
ings and anehoring-places, could be had ; ——~and 
the Count will negle€&t no opportunity of being in- 
formed with regard to this, of every thing that may 
enable him to take meafures the moft expedient fax.. 
his Majefty’s fervice. 








Enylifh Colonies: 


Tt is alfo very material that he fhould contrive te 
be accurately informed of the ftate of the Englifh 
colonies, and of the trade carried on there; 
of the forces they maintain-and of the number of. 
inhabitants that are fettled there; whether all 
the forts and ftreng pofts they Have raifed be well 
fortified, and. whether their intention be not- to con- 
ftru&t others, and to undertake: frefh enterprifes dur- 
ing the peace. 








Maritime 
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Maritime Commerce of England. 


The King defires that the Count should inform 
himfelf, with equal care, of the manner in which 
the Englifh carry on their different maritime com- 
merce, and of what would appear the moft expe- 
dient mode to prevent their increafing this commerce 
to the prejudice of that of the Frerich. His Ma- 
jefty thinks it unneceffary to mention how much fe- 
crefy and addrefs are wanted to condu@ this mat- 
ter; for he is perfuaded that the Count will pro- 
ceed in it with all the circumfpedtion that can be 
expected from his prudence and experience. His 
Majefty only recommends it to his Ambaffador, ta 
communicate as often as poffible, and by fafe convey 
ances, the informatiga he may have gained. 


Prohibition to the French Refugees to come inte 
France. 


His Majefty having iffued an order, on the #8th 
of September 1713, to prohibie his fubjects newly 
converted from going into foreign countries and 
Refugees from coming into France without his per- 
miffion recommends it to his Ambaffador, to at- 
tend as much as poffible to the execution of this or- 
der, by taking fuch meafures as he fhall think pro- 
Pe to prevent the French Proteftants, fettled in Eng- 
and, from returning tnto the kingdom ; am he will 
take care to give an exa€t account to his Majefty 
of the infringements that have been committed upon 
this head. 








Salute at Sea and Flag. . 


Though there have often been’ contefts with the 
Englith refpecting the falute at fea, yet there never 
has 
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has been any thing fettled upon this point by 


any treaty. The Englifh have been at all times 
extremely jealous of the dignity of their flag. The 
complaifance that has been fhewn them under the 
reigns of Charles J]. and James II. has given them» 
occafion to pufh their claims fo far as to require 
that French fhips fhall falute Englith fhips of e- 
qual farce in the Channel, pretending that they 
are fovereigns of that fea; and they at the fame 
time refufe the falute to French fhips of equal force out 
ofthe Channel: but France hes never acknowle.ged 
the equality of their flag out of the Channel, and much 
e!s its pretended fupertority in the Channel. Such a 

Propofition is too injurious to the ‘ignity of the Crown. 
The title upon which the Englith ground their preten- 
fionsin the Channel, is, that that fea belongs to them 
on account of the ports they havein it. But this imagi; 
nary poffeffion of an element which God has created to 
be common to all mankind, defeats itfelf, and falls to 
the ground alfo, according to their own principles, 
when we confider that the coaft of France in the Chan- 
nel ismuch more extenfive than that of England, ard 
that the ports which his slate pofleffes there, are 
more numerous, and may eafily become as confiderable 
as thofe of England. Therefore, the reafons they al- 
lege, far from being favourable to them, would on the 
contrary turn to the advantage of France, if his Majef- 
ty were not convinced that the feais open to all nati- 
ons, and does ‘not belong to any particular Crown. It 
muft further be confidered, that when the late King 
fhewed {gme complaifance to England upon this point, 
on account of the peculiar friendthip fubfifting between 
his Majetty and the two Kings, Charles IJ. and James 
Hl. the navy of France had not yet acquired that degree 
of eminence to which it has fince been ratfed, and 
which hath rendered it fuperior to that of other nations. 
If it hasfince fuffered fome diminution, and been a lit- 
tle weakened, it is full, however, refpettable by its 
firength and its ‘bravery. Befides, the rights of his 
Majctty, and the dignity of his Crown, ftill ee in 
their 
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their full force. Neverthelefs, as the King’s intention 
is {till co mantain a good underftanding between the two 
nations ; that he has nothing more at heart than to pre- 
vent every ftep that might contribute in the leaft to in- 
terrupt it; and that the queftion about the falute 
might occafion differences, and even fea»engagements, 
between the fhips ofthe two nations; his Majetty, in 
order to give new proofs of the efteem he has for the 
Englifh nation, is willing that Count Brogho fhould 
confent, that the thips of cither ftate and of equal force, 
fhall not falute each other in the Channel, when they 
meet there, and that fhips of fuperior rates fhall be fa- 
luted by thofe that are inferior. 

With refpect to the other feas, the Fnglith are not 
to pretend to difpute the falute due to his Majefty’s 
flag. ‘The rank which his Ambaffadors hold, and the 
precedency they enjoy in all the Courts, is a certain 
proof of tits; and it woul: be an extraordinary thing, 
while the Ambaffador of England is obliged to’ give 
way to that of France, the Engl'th fhips fhould dif- 
pute the falute with French veflels of equal rate. If 
the King of Great Britain fhould therefore propofe'this 
queftion to Count Broglio, his Majefty defires that the 
Count would not give way upona point which 1s fo le- 
gitenately due to the Crown of France. 

But, in order to fhew fill further the refpect which 
his Majefty entertains for the Eng! th, he thinks it pro- 
per that the Count fhoul) agree that the falute fhall 

e returned by the French fhips inthe moft refpectful 
manner; that isto fay, gun for gun between fhips of 
the fame rank, and men of war. 

The Count fhall likewife agree, that the French 
Ships fhall firft falute the Englith fhips, bearing any 
mark of fuperior command, and with fuch numbcr of 
guns as fhall be fired on both fides, asthe Englith fhall 
think proper to fix; his Majefty being willing that his 
fhips ihould be treated, in this refpeét, as thofe of the 
Englith will be which have faluted a French flag of 
fuperior rank. So that from an infertor to a fuperior 
flag, there fhall be a difference of two or four guns; 

and 
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and it is of little confequence to his Majefty in whae 
manner the number be fixed, provided that the pro-~ 
per fuperiority be always kept up. 
_ If England propofes alfo to regulate the falute that 
is to be given to forts, his Majefty confents thatthe re- 
gulations fhall be upon the fame footing on both fides ; 
that is to fay, that the French amd Englifh fhall firtt 
falute the forts of the other nation with a certain num- 
ber of guns, and that the falute fhall be returned to the 
fhips of Vice Admirals with an equal number, and 
with two guns lefs for the Rear Admirals and Commo- 
dores, and four lefs for a mere man of war. 

Count Broglio will obferve, that the Englith have 
& much greater number of flags of dignity than other 
nations, to that the orders which his Majefty gives in 
this refp»ct, are only to be underftood of that flag of 
the Englifh nation which is red with white quarters, 
and charged with a red crofs; for the blue and white 
flags, which they chiefly ufe in line of battle, are pro- 
perly only flags for fi ate But if England fhould be 
defirous of reckoning thefe flags, of dignity, his Ambaf- 
fador fhall agree that the blue flag, or that. which is 
half white and half blue, which the French fometimes 
ufe, fhall be treated in the fame manner by the Englith, 


French Colonies in America. 


Several contefts have arifen between France and Eng- 
land, touching the French colonics in America ; and 
the Englifh have commited many infrachons of the trea- 
ty of peace concluded at Utrecht between the two 
Crowns. ‘They are detailed in the King’s memorral, 
which Count Broglio will find inclofed. ‘The intentions 
of his Majefty are there explained: it is mentiéned, 
that Eee ici are to be made. and orders to be 
afked for from his Britannic Majefty, to re-eftablifh. 
all things, and put them upon a proper footing. 


Ranfom 
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Ranfom of the Ifland of Nevis. 


The perfons concerned in the equipment of a fqua- 
-dron of eleven fhips, commanded by the late M. 
d’Iberville, have meu ha been able to obtain the pay- 
ment of 140,000 piaftreg*, and intereft, which are 
due tothem fince the year 1706, for the ranfom of 
the ifland of Nevis, as it appears by the inclofed me- 
morial of thefe proprietors. The King defires, that 
‘Count Broglio would employ his good offices, in the 
name of his Majefty, towards the King of England, 
in their favour, in order that this affair may be fer- 
tied without delay. 


Fifhery on the great Bank. 


Mott of the mafters of veffels returned latt year 
from the great Bank, have declared to the Admiralty, 
‘that che Englifh men of war have forbidden them to 
‘keep upon this Bank, under a pretence that the 
northern flip has been ceded to their nation, and 
that the French are now osly allowed to fith on 
the fouthern flip They have obliged them to quit 
the fifhery, threatening to fink them; and they have 
fired canon, or mutkets charged with balls, at them, 
‘chafing them till they were driven off to a difta»ce. 
His Majefty has caufed complaints to be made di- 
rectly to fhe King of England, upon the novelty of 
this attempt, and the extraorJinary means exercifed 
dy the Captains of fhips to fupport it. His Minif- 

tere 

° 


® About twenty-five thoufand pounds, 
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ters have in fa& acknowledged the injuftice of this 
proceeding, which is abfolutely repugnant to the ar- 
rangements of the treaty of Utrecht. Although the 
Kisy is perfuaded that the Captains of men af war, 
who have been to the Bank this year, have received 
orders to leave the French entirely at liberty, as it 
hath been practifed in all times—the fea and this 
trade being oper to all nations—yet his majefty with- 
es that the aforcfaid orders fhould be made public, 
and that Count Broglio fhould folicit this of the King 
of Great Britain, that the officers of the Britifh navy: 
being informed of them, may fulfil them exaétly, and 
may not, upon any pretence whatever, moleft the 


French fhips in their fifhery upon the Bank. 


Unforefeen Affairs. 


As in the courfe of the Count’s embaffy, feveral 
incidents may happen, which it is difficult to pro- 
vide againft in thefe inftructions, his Majefty ex- 
pects from his Ambaffa:ior’s prudence, that upon thefe 
occafions he will actin a manner thet fhall be moft 
a;:reeable to his Majefty, and moft benficial to his 
fubje&ts ; and that he will take care to inform his 
Majefty every poft what paffes, as much with re- 
fpect to the prefent memonal, as to any unforefeen 
matters .concerning maritime commerce, navigation, 
and the colomies, in order that, according to the 
accounts received, his Majefty may make known 
his intentions to him through the channel of the 
Secretary of State for the marinc department ; and 
ewhen there fhall be any maatter requiring fecrecy, he 
is to make ufe of the inclofed cypher. 

_ His majefty relies in every thing upon his pru- 
dent forecaft, being perfuaded that his zeal for 
. ha 
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has fervice will be ewer the fame, and that in the 
moft difficult affairs he will condu€t himfelf with 


al! poflible firmnefs, fagacity of underftanding, and 
ability. 


Done at Verfailles the 
aBth of May 1724 
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SECOND VOLUME. 





N°. I 


Wetter from the Marquis d’Argenfon, Minifter fur Fo~ 
reign Affairs, to M. de Voltaire, Hiftoriographer te 
the K: ing. 


Monsieur L Historie, 


OU mvft have been informed, by Wednefday 

in the evening, of the news upon which you 
congratulate us fo much. A Page was difpatched 
from the field of battle, on Tuefday at half an hour 
after two, to carry the letters. J underftand that he 
arrived at Verfailles at five o'clock in the afternoon 
on Wednefday. It was a glorious fight to fee. the 
‘King and Dauphin, writng upon a drum, fur- 
rounded by the conquerors, the conquered, the dead, 
the cying, and the prifoners. [I fhall give you an ac= 
count of {ome particulars which I remasked. ‘ 
AI 4 Thad 
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I had the honour of meeting the King on Sunday, 
very near the field of battle ; I was juft arrived from 
Faris, at the quarters at Chin; and was told that the 
King was gone out. I called for a horfe ; and join- 
ed his Majefty near a place from whence one could 
fee the enemy’s camp. The King was the firft per- 
fon who informed me of the ftate of things, as they 
were then fuppofed to be. I never faw any man 
‘fo chearful upon this occafion as our matter was. 
We canvafled precifely that point of hiftory, which 
you difcufs in four lines who was the laft of 
our Kings that had gained a battle in perfon. J 
affure you, that the courage difplayed did no in- 
jury to the judgment, nor the judgment to the me- 
mory. From thence we went to lie cown upon 
firaw ; and never was a ball-night more jovial, nor 
were there ever fo many good things faid. We 
flept all the time that we were not interrupted by 
Couriers, light troops, and Aids-de-Camps. The 
King fang a fong confifting of many verfes, and which 
is very droll. As for the Dauphin, he fhewed no 
more concern about the battle, than 1f he had been 
a hare-hunting and almoft faid: “ Is this all?” A 
canon-ball fell in the dirt, and fplafhed a man who 
ftood near the King. Our mafters laughed heartily 
at his dirty figure. One of my brather’s grooms, 
who was inthe. rear of our company, was wounded 
in the head by a mufket-ball. 

It is abfolutely true and certc'n, without the leatt 
tin€ture of flattery, that the King himfe'” gained 
this battle by his own refolution and firmnefs. You 
will fee the accounts and particulars. You will 
find, that there was one dreadful heur, m which 
‘we expected nothwg lefs than a :enewal of the 
-affair at Dettingen; our Frenchmen, awec by the 
fteadinefs of the Englifh, and by «heir rolling, fire, 
-which is really infernal, and, I confefs to you, is 
enough to ftupify the moft unconcerned fpectators. 
“Then it was that we began to defpai of our caufe. 
Some of our Generals, who have Jefs courage and 

‘-- than anderftanding, gave very prudent coua- 
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fels.. Orders were fent as far as Lifle; the King’s 
guard was doubled; we were packing up, &c. 
Upon this, the King made a jeft of every thing, and, 
going from the left to the center, afked tor the 
corps de referve, and the brave Lowendhal ; but 
therc was no need of it: a falfe corps de re- 
ferve charged: it was the fame cavalry that, had 
charged before in vain, the King’s houfehold, Cara- 
bineers, the remains of the French guards, and the 
Irifh, which are excellent troops, efpecially when 
they march againft the Englifh, and the Hanove- 
rians. Your friend, M. de Richelieu, is quite a 
Bayard. Jt was he who gave the advice, and who 
put it in execution, of attacking the infantry like 
chaffeurs, or foragers, with the hand Jowered, and 
the arm fhortened, pell-mell, mafters, footmen, of- 
ficers, cavalry, and infantry, all together. Nothing 
can refit this French vivacity, which is fo much 
talked of. In ten minutes the battle was won by 
this fecret attack. The large battalions of the Eng- 
lith turned their backs, and, to make fhort of the 
matter, 14,000 men were killed *. 

The credit of this horrid butchery belongs indeed 
to the cannon. Never were there fo many nor f6- 
large cannon fired in any general aétion, as at this 
battle of Fontenoy. There were a hundred pieces. 
It fhould feem, Sir, as if thefe poor enemies had 
taken a pleafure in allowing every thing that was 
moft prejudicial to them to arrive; fuch as the cannon 
from Douay, the Gendarmerie, and the Mou/que~ 
fares. 

You muft remember. one anecdote which happen- 
ed at the laft charge I have juft been mentioning. 
The Dauphin, by a very natural impulfe, drew his 
{word with the beft grace in the world, and was go- 
ing to join inthe charge; but he was defired not to 
do it. That I may not, however, omit telling you 
the bad with the good, I have obferved, that a ha- 

N 3 bit 





* There were indeed 14,000 men miffing at the roll-calling; 
but about 6,000 returned the fame day. 
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bit is too foon acquired of viewing with tranquillity, 
upon the field of battle, the naked’ dead bodies; the 
enemies at the laft gafp, and the wounds flill reeking. 
As for end part, ] own, that my heart failed me, and 
I was obliged to have recourfe to a {melling-bottle. 
I took particular notice of our young heroes, and 
found them too indifferent upon this fubje@t. I was 
apprehenfive, left, in the courfe of a long life, the 
tafte for this inhuman carnage might increafe, 

The triumph is the fineft fight in the world: the 
acclamations of Vive Je Roy—the hats waved m the 
air, at the end of the bayonets—the compliments 
which are paid by the mafter to his warriors—the 
vifiting of the intrenchments, the villages, and the 
redoubts that are ftill fo entire—the joy, the triumph, 
_ the fenfibility that univerfully prevails ;—but fill, the 
mclancholy bafis of all this 1s human blood, and hu- 
man fleth. 

Towards the end of the rejoicing, the King ho-~ 
noured me with a converfation about a peace; and I 
have difpatched Couriers. ‘The King was very much 
entertained yefterlay at the trenches. He was fired 
at very often, but remained there three hours. I was 
at work in my ciofet, which 1s my intrenchment ; for 
‘Tackuowledge, that thefe diffipations have made me 
much In arrear with my affairs. 

I trembled every time I heard the firing. The day 
before yefterday 1 went to view the trenches by 
myfelf. Jt is no very curious fight in the day-time. 
To-day we are to have a Te Deum under a tent, 
with a general volley from the army, which the King 
is to go upon Mount Trinity to fee. It will bea 
grand fight! 
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N°. I. 


Letter from the Dauphin to the Dauphinefs, upon, the 
| | Battle of Fontenot. 


N Sunday, at one o'clock in the afternoon, the 
King was informed that the enemy were not 
diftant from us more than a league. He immediatel 
ordered the army to crofs the Scheld. He joined it 
after dinner, towards five o’clock in the evening, and 
found an incredible degree of ardour among the troops. 
He advanced in the front of the camp, to a place 
from whence he could difcern part of the enemy. 
Some firing pafled towards the evening between their 
buffars and our light-troops, who have for thefe few 
days done wonders. | ~ : : | 

About nine o’clock, the King repaffed the Scheld, 
upon a bridge that had been thrown acrofs, at half 
a league’s diftance from Tournai, towards the citadel, 
and came to fleep at a miferable houfe in a village 
called Calonne, where every body Jaid upon ftraw, . 
except he and I. 
The next day, Monday, the King got up at half 
an hour after three, and dined at eight. He did not. 
get on horfeback to examine the fituation of the 
enemy till noon. He faw that their camp was be-- 
come more apparent. There was fome panty 
between our advanced pofts, but this did not caufe 
any movement in either of the armies. As the King 
was returning, about three ‘o'clock in the afternoon, 
he met fome foragers, who had flung away their 
truffes, and were returning full fpeed to the camp, 
faying, that the enemy were in motion. The King 
turned back, and faw in reality that the enemy's 
left wing was marching:towards the village of An- 
toin. It could not yet be imagined that they 
Meant. to attack us, becaufe, ir was faid, they 
N 4. fmelt 
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{melt too long at the phyfic, to have any inclina~ 
tion to fwallow it. Accordingly, on that night no- 
thing was done, difpofitions were only made for the 
next day. | : 

The King rofe before four o’clock in the morn- 
ings; he mounted his horfe, croffed the Scheld, ftop- 
ped a little on this fide of a chapel, called Notre 
Dame des bois. He afterwards advanced ee a 
{mall rifing ground, from whence he had a diftinét 
view of the enemy’s camp, as well as of ours. Be- 
tween nine and ten o'clock, he called for his break- 
faft. As it was going to be brought to him, the 
enemy began the attack of the poit of Fontenoy, 
from whence M. de Ja Vauguyon, at the head of 
the Dauphin’s brigade, repulfed them vigorowfly, fo 
that they did not venture to repeat their attack. 
The King was obliged to quit the .rifing ground, 
 becaufe the enemy’s cannon bore full upon it. He | 
could never prevail upon the fugitives to return to 
the charge ; great part of them were footmen, who 
fpread the alarm among the reft. During the re- 
treat, which afflicted him exceedingly, his counten- 
ance did not change, and he gave his orders with a 
coolnefs which every body admired. When the ene- 
my had forfaken the field of battle, the King appear- 
ed upon it, and was received with incredible acclama- 
tions of joy, He gave orders that the wounded fhould 
be taken care of, as well foes as friends. This affair 
has been called the Battle of Fontenci. In the even- 
ing, towards nine or ten o'clock, the King was tn- 
formed that the enemy retreated in diforder; that 
there was a great mifunderftaniing between the Eng~ 
lifh and the Dutch; and that at the roll-calling, 
_ there were 15.000 men miffing, while we have loft 
but 2,000; fo that you fee the King has gained a 
complete victory. The poor Duke de Grammont was 
killed by a cannon-ball, which broke his thigh. Adieu, 
my dear wife, Tlove you more than myfelf. 
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N°, II.. 


Manifefto of the King of France, in favour of Prince 
ff of Charles Edward. f di 


‘WIS moft Serene Highnefs, Prince Charles Ed- 
H ward, having landed in Great Britain, with 
no other affiftance than his courage, and all his 
actions having gained him the admiration of Eu- 
rope, and the hearts of all true Englifhmen, the 
eKing of France has been induced to think as they 
do. He has thought it his duty at once to fuccour 
a Prince fo worthy of the throne of his anceftors, and 
a generous nation, the wifeft men of which, recall, 
at length, the Prince Charles Stuart into his coun- 
try. He fends the Duke de Richelien at the head | 
of his troops, only becaufe the beft-intentioned — 
men among the Englifh afked for that fupport ; — 
and he precifely confines himfelf to the number of 
troops demanded, ready to withdraw them as foon | 
as the nation fhall require their removal. His Ma- 
jefty, in giving fo reafonable an affiftance to his 
relation, to the fon of fo many Kings, to a Prince 
who fo much deferves the Crown, takes this ftep, 
with regard to the Englifh nation, only in the 
view and in the affurance of pacifying by that 
means England, and Europe, fully convinced that 
his moft Serene Highnefs Prince Edward puts, his 
confidence in their good-will; that he looks upon 
_ their liberties, the maintaining of their laws, and 
their happinefs, as the end of all his enterprifes ; 
and finally, that the greateft Kings of England are 

N 5 thofe, 
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thofe, who, being brought up like him in adverfity, 
have deferved the love of the nation. 
_ Ie is from thefe motives that the King affifts the 
Prince, who has put himfelf under his proteétion, 
the fon of him who was born: legitimate heir to the 
three kingdoms; the warrior, who, notwithftand- 
ing his valour, expeéts only from them and their 
laws the confirmation of his moft facred nghts; 
who can never have any other intereft than theirs ; 
and, in a word, whofe virtues have foftened the 
hearts of thofe who were the moft prejudiced againft 
his caufe. 
He hopes that fuch an opportunity will re-unite 
"two nations, which muft rectprocally efteem each 
other; which are naturally connected by the mutual 
wants of their commerce ; and which fhould be join- 
ed at prefent in the caufe of a Prince who deferves 
- the good withes of all nations. 
The Duke de Richelieu, who commands the troops 

of his. Majefty, the King of France, addreffes this 
‘declaration to all the faithful fubjects of Great Bri- 
tain, and affures them of the conftant protection of the 
King his mafter. He is come to join the heir of their 
antient Kings, and to fpill, as well as hin, his blood. 
in their fervice. 
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N°. Vy 


Reprefentations of the Bifhops to the King, of the 11147 
| of ‘Funei7s2.. | Pg 


SIRE, . 


\HE filence we-have hitherto obferved upon the + 

* evils that affli€t.us, and thofe with which we - 
are: threatened, was founded upon a principle of .mo- 
deration and charity. Content with raifing our hands 
up to Heaven, and imploring in fecret, by our vows 
and fupplications, the mercy of the Lord, we were 
in hopes that the prejudices, which have feduced 
the greateft part of the Magiftrates of your. Parlia- 
ment of Paris, would fubfide; that they would at 
length open their eyes to the light; and that they 
would, of their own accord, pay an homage to . 
truth, which in fact their hearts have never refufed, 
But, Sire, the wound, which this tribunal -has giv- 
en to religion, becomes every day fo deep, . that 
we fhould think we betrayed the holy miniftry, wHich - 
has been intrufted to us, if we deferred any longer 
to lay our complaints at the foct of your Majetly’s 
throne, and te make you acquainted with our grief 
and our alarms... _ 

In fa&t, Sire, can we, without being ftricken with 
the greateft aftontihment, behold the Parliament of 
of Paris giving out an order f prevent any public 
refufal of the facraments, under pretence (fay they) 
that the Bull Unigenitus has not been accepted ? 
Shall a fecular tribunal then decide, that the fub- 
mifion to a conftitution, which is a dogmatic and 
unalterable fentence of the univerfal church, a law 
of the church in point of dogtrine, and a law of 
the ftate, is a matter of no confequence to falva- 
tion? They pretend then that the facraments fhould | 
be adminiftered to a perfoa who refufes to fubmit 
. a 
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to fuch a law, without even excepting the cafe 
wherein fuch a refufal fhould be obftinate, public, 
notorious, and fcandalous! If they determine, that 
in fuch a cafe we are not at liberty to refufe the 
facraments, they may with equal propriety deter- 
mine, that they cannot be refufed in any other cafe 
they may chufe to mention, If the authority refides 
with them, of fettling the cafes in which we may 
not refufe the facraments, why fhould they not alfo 
have the right of fettling the inflances in which we 
may adminifter them? A lay tribunal has then the 
right to ftate the fufficiency or infufficiency of the 
difpofitions in which a seh is with regard to the 
reception of the facraments, and confequently to de- 
cige upon what renders the faithful worthy or un- 
worthy of receiving them. 

What reproaches fhould we not have to make to 
ourfelves, Sire, if, depofitaries as we are of religion, 
we fhould fuffer in filence the fecular Judges to ar- 
rogate to themfelves the facred rights of the Prieft- 
hood, in diffenfing the holy myfteries, and boldly 
to ufurp from fpiritual authority a power, which its 
Minifters alone have received from Jefus Chrift; a 
power, the exercife of which is not lefs forbidden 
to Chriftian Magiftrates, by divine and ecclefiaftical 
Jaws, than it 1s prohibited to them as fubjects, by: 
the cleareft and moft exptefs. ordonnances of our 
Kings. 

Permit us, Stre, to mention fome of tlofe lzws and” 
ordonnances to your Majefty, which ought to be rules 
of your Parliament’s conduct, end upon which our 
hopes are founded. | 

Jefus Chnift poke to his Apoftles, both with re~ 
gard to themfelves and to their fucceffors, when 
he a Go ye therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
sifing them in the name of the Father, ce. And in- 
Ttrnéting them to obferve all the things which he | 
bad taught and commanded them, it is to them that 
he fays: He who heareth you, heareth me: and he 
who defpifeth you, defpifeth'me. It is to them that he 
Thas addreffed thefe words: Whatfoever shou ee! 

in 
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Bind on earth, fhall be bound in heaven, and whatfo- 
wer thou fhalt loi? on earth, fhal! be loofed in heaven. 
It is of us that the Ap ftle. Saint Pan! has fpoken, 
when he has faid: She Holy Ghoft hath made you 
overfeers to feed the Church of God, which he hath 
purchafed with fis own biood. 

It therefore belongs to us, Sire, to teach and pre- 
fcribe what concerns religion, and, as St. Hilary has. 
faid, to preach the faith, which we have received 
‘from the Apoftles, in the terms which we judge 
moft proper. 

“ Wheve is,” exclaims St. Athanafius, ‘ Where is 
* the canon which prefcribes to. a Bifhop to receive 
“his miffion from the pes tribunal P” 

“Tfit be from the Laity,” faid St. Ambrofe to the 
Emperor Valentinian, “ that-the Bifhops are to receive 
“their inftru€tions, what would happen? Let the 
“ Layman then give inftru€tions, and let the Bifhop 
“attend and learn. But if we look into the Divine 
“ Scriptures and tradition, who will venture to deny, 
“that in a bufinefs which concerns faith, it belongs 
* to the Bifhops to judge the Emperors, and not to the 
<< Emperors to judge the Bifhops ?” 

“Q ye fheep,"—thefe are the words of St. Grego- 
ry of Nazianzen— do not pretend to conduct your 
ss Pee nor to raife poanelves above them. [It is 
“‘ fuficient for you to be put by their care ifto a 
“‘ good pafture-ground ; do not undertake to judge 
** your judges, or to give laws to your legiflators.” 

Such, Sire, is the doctrine, which, from age to 
age, has been tranfmitted to us by the Holy Fa- 
thers, thofe refpeétable men, whofe facred teftimo- 
nies form the feries of tradition. Pope Gelazius, 
writing to the Emperor Anattafius, expreffes himfelf 
thus: ‘““ There are two means, by which this world 
“is governed, the facred authority of the Bifhops, 
“‘and the Regal power.” 

The epifcopal charge is of fo much the higher im- 
portance, as it is by them that an account of the con- 
du&t of Kings themfelves is to be rendered at the 
‘divine tribunal ; for you know, that although your 

dignity 
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dignity raifes vou above all the general race of man-- 
kins, you bow your neck before the Prelates; you 
receive the Sacraments from their hands, and you 
are {ubjected to them in what refpects religion: you 
follow their decifions, and they are not bound by 
your will. But if the Bishops obey your edi¢ts as 
far as regar‘s political concerns, and temporal in- 
terefts, knowing that you have received power from 
above, with what affectionate readinefs ought you to 
fubmit yourfelf to them, who are commiffioned to - 
difpenfe the Sacraments? 

« With regard to this life,” fays St. Fulzentius, in 
a paffage which the Emperor:Charlemain himfelf has. 
‘adopted “no one in the Church of Jefus Chrift is 
“above the Pontiffs, as in fecular: matters no one is 
« above the Chriftian Emperor.” 

Ofius, Bifhop of Cordova, in a letter which he 
wrote to the Emperor Conftantine, after having en- 
gaged him not to favour the Anans any more cc 
the Catholics, continues in thefe terms: .‘* I defire 
« you would act in this manner, and remember that 
‘you are a mortal man. Dread the day of: judg- 
“ment; do not interfere with ecclefiaftical affairs, 
‘‘and donot pretend to give us directions in thefe 
«“ matters; receive them rather from us. God has 
“‘ given you the Empire, and has intrufted the Church | 
“tous. As any perfon who incroaches upon your 
“« power acts contrary to the orders of God; fo like- 
“wife do you fear to draw the imputation of a great 
“crime upoa yourfelf, by interfering in our concerns. 
_ “For it is written, Give unto Cafar what belongs to 
“‘ Cefar, and to God what belongs to God. We 
‘are not, therefore, allowed to have-dominion upon 
“the earth, nor have you aright to lay your hafid 
“upon the cenfer.” - 3 

Thefe are truths, Sire, which the Emperors them- 
felves, and the Kings your predeceffors, have feve- 
ral times acknowledged by authentic atts. They 
have chofen that all their fubjects fhould bend to the 
-fpiritual authority, which the Minifters of the Church 
derive from God alone ; that this authority sar ca 
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Freely exercifed throughout their dominions ; and they 
have forbidden their tribunals ever to make the leatft 
Incroachments upon them. 

The Emperor Bafi), in his harangue at the eighth 

General Council, hol.ien at Conftantinople, expreff- 
ed himfelf thus: “The Holy Canons have never 
“given to the laity the right of cognizance. in ec- 
© clefiaftical affairs, this is referved for Bifhops and 
“Priefts. As for you, laymen, adds. he, whether 
“you be in office or not, what fhall I fay more to 
-“ you, than that it does not belong to you to con- 
“ cern yourfelves with ecclefiaftical affairs; and that 
“you can by no means refift the authority of the 
“ Univerfal Church and of a General Council. In 
“fadt, it does not belong to uslaymen, to trouble 
“ ourfelves about thofe matters ;. us, who are to re- 
“ ceive the fpiritual nourifhment we are in want of 
‘“ from the hands of the Pontiffs; us, to whom the 
“* Clergy is neceflary for our falvation’; us, who are 
“bound or unbound by their authority ; it is not 
“to us, but to the Pontiffs and Priefts, that the 
“Lord has impofed the obligation of governing us, 
*“‘of fanétifying us, of binding and unbinding us, 
- “and whom Be has intrufted with the keys. For 
“‘ whatever religion, whatever wifdom, whatever piety 
‘a layman may poffefs, ftill as a layman he ts one 
“of the flock. What reafons can we have to en- 
“ deavour, by the fubtlety of our difcourfes, to en- 
“venom and criticife the decifions of our paftors, and 
“‘ to attempt to penetrate into things which are above 
“us? We are to addrefs ourfelves to them with fear, 
' “and with a fpirit of faith ; we ought to be pene- 
“trated with refpect in their prefence, as being 
“* Minifters of the Almighty God, whom they re- 
** prefent. Let us not therefore concern ourfelves with 
** what Is not our competency.” 

The Emperor Charlemain expreffes the fentiments 
of his heart in this’ manner upon the fubject: “ We 
“* cannot believe,” fays he in one of his ordonnances, 
“‘ that thofe who are not faithful to their God, and 
<‘ fubmifive to their paftors, can be faithful y 

‘* Jelves, 
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“ felves. We cannat comprehend that they can- be 
‘* obedient to us, our minifters, or our reprefentatives, 
“‘when they are difobedient in the matters which 
“* concern religion, and the good of the Church. It 
“isto the Pattors that it is faid: Whofoever hears 
*‘ you, hears me, and whofoever defpifes you, de- 
“ {pifes me. And in another place: He.that touch- 
“es you, touches the apple of my eye. Let thofe 
‘then who are not obedient to them, know, even. 
“if they were my own children, that they fhould 
‘“‘-not preferve either dignity in our empire or apart- 
‘ments in our palace; that they fhould not have, 
“‘ either with ourfelves or any others, fociety or com- 
“ munication ; but that, on the contrary, they fhould 
“be feverely punifhed. This: is the mark of fidelity 
“and attachment to us, which we require from our 
“ faithful fubje@s. If they are faithful in their obe- 
“ dience to their Paftors, they will then be faithful . 
““to God, and to us.” 

We fhould take-up, Sire, your attention for too. 
ong atime, if we were to lay before your Majefty 
all the laws which have been made by the Kings 
your predeceffors, to maintain the authority of the: 
Minifters of the Church; and your Parliament cen - 
quote none that can ferve to favour their-enterprife. | 
We will confine ourfelves to the mention of fome. 
of them that have been made within thefe. two cen-. 
turics. 

Francis J. in 1539, forbidding the Ecclefiaftieal 
Judges to cite to their tribunals layinen, in matters 
that’ are merely perfonal, adds, without prejudice, | 
however, to the ecclefiattical jurifdiGtion, . with re- 
gard to the Sacraments, and other matters, merely 
{fpiritual and ecclefiaftical. 

Lewis XIII. again, diftinétly acknowledged the ju- 
rifdi€tion of the Church, when, in Article IV... of 
his ediét of the 1ft of Auguft;y610, he expreffes 
himfelf in this manner: “It, is our pleafure, 
“that when our officers, under pretence of poffeffi- 
“on, complaints, or novelties, fhall be difpofed, 
“ direGly or indire@ly, to take cognizance of any 
* fpiritual 
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“ fpiritual matter, concerning the Sacraments, offi- 
“ces, conduét and difcipline of the Church, or be- 
“ tween the Ecclefiaftics, that the ordonnances of 
the Kings our prodeceffors, who have allotted to 
“© our officers what is under their cognizance, and have 
“ alfo regulated the ecclefiaftical jurifdiction, fhould 
‘be obferved and maintained, fo that every one 
fhou)| keep to his own duty, and confine himfelf to 
what belongs to him, without tncroaching one upon 
another ; which we exprefsly forbid. We alfo in- 
join to our Court of Parliament, to leave to the Ec- 
clefiaftical Jurifdiftion the matters that are of their 
cognizance, even thofe that concern the Sacraments, 
and other fpiritual and merely ecclefiaftical caufes, 
without attraGting them to themfelves, under pre- 
tence of pofleffion, or from any other motive what- 
“ ever.” 

So pofitive a law ought for ever to have fecured the 
authority of the Minifters of Jefus Chrift, with regard 
to the admuniftration of the Sacraments, from any in- 
croachments of the Magiftrates. Notwithftanding 
which, it afterwards became neceffary to make frefh 
saa eel upon this matter; and this was according 
e done by Lewis XIV. in the Articles XXX. andXXXIV, 

of his edi& of the month of April 1695. The firft is 
as follows. 
“ The knowledge and judging of the doétrine con- 
cerning religion, fhall belong to the Bithops and 
Archbifhops. We injoin to our Court of Parliament, 
and to all our other Judges, to refer them to the 
above-mentioned Prelates; to give them the aflift- 
ance they may be in want of, to execute their cen- 
fures, and to proceed tothe punifhment of crimi- 
nals ; without preventing, however, our faid Courts 
“« from endeavouring, by other means which they may 
“* judge expedient, to repair the fcandal, and pertur- 
bation of order and of public tranquility, and without 
oppofition to the ordonnances which the publicatien 
“ of the faid doétrine may have oceafioned. 

It appears, Sire, by the tenour of this article, that 
one of the cafes in which the Royal jurifdi€tion may in- 

terfere, 


r 


un 


‘ 


€ 


~ 


¢ 


~ nN a & 
, ee . 2 


ace 


= 
“~ 


¢ 


¢ 


A“ 


n~n 


a“ 


& 


4 


282 APPENDIX. 


terfere, to reftrain thefe whom our cenfures are not of 
force enough to keep within bounds, is, when the per- 
fon who openly teaches a doftrine contrary to the doc- 
trine of the Church, gives rife to a popular commotion, 
excites fedition, and difturbs public order and tranquil- 
lity ; but it likewife appears, chat when judgritent is to 
be given upon any dottrine refpeting religion——fuch 
for inftance as the conftitution Unigenitus the Parli- 
aments are forbidden to take any fort ef cognizance of 
it; andthat in fuch cafe it is their duty to affift us, as 
far as there may be occafion, in the execution of our 
cenfures: a real and an important duty, Sire, but a duty 
to which the Parliament of Paris choofes to be blind ; 
for, inftead of giving us that affiftance which we ftand in 
need of, they, on the contrary, employ all that authority 
with which your Majefty has intrufted in them, to pro- 
tet thofe againft us, who have incurred our cenfures ; 
as if paying that obedience to us which is our due, was 
to be reckoned among thofe feandals and troubles, the 
punifhment of which belongs to them. This Sire, is a 
conduct which renders the complaints and reprefenta- 
tions we take the liberty of laying before your Majefty, 
fill more worthy of your attention, as it is ftill more 
pointedly condemned by the XXXIVth article of the 
fame edit, which runs as follows: 

“ The cognizance of what relates to the Sacraments, 
religiqus vows, ecclefiaftical functions and difcipline, 
and other matters purely fpiritual, thal] belong to 
the jurifdi€tion of the Church.’ We injoin our ofh- 
cers, and likewife our Courts of Parliament, to leave 
to them, as alfo to refer to them the cognizance of 
all thefe matters, without affuming any jurifdiction 
or cognizance of them, unlefs in cafe of appeal for 
abufe, lodged in our faid Courts, again{t any ordina~ 
ry judgments or proceedings had by the Ecclefiafti- 
cal Judges, or in cafes of fucceffion, or other civil 
matters, wherein the eftate of a perfon deceafed, 
or that of their children, may be concerned.” 

Your Majefty, Sire, treading in the fteps of your 
auguft predeceffors, has not lefs frequently, nor lefs 
explicitly than they, acknowledged the autho- 
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rity of the Bifhops (exclufive of that of all other Judges) 


in what concerns points of dottrine, and the adminiftra- 
tion of the Sacraments. 

‘* More fubmiffive to the decifions of the Church, 
“ than the meaneft of our fubjeéts,” (fuch are your 
Majefty’s words, in your declaration of the 7th of Oc- 
tober 1717, regiftered by the Parliament) “ we are 
*“* convinced, that it is from thence both Kings and 
their {ubje€ts ought equally to receive thofe truths 
which are neceflary to falyation; and we have no 
idea of extending our powerto what concerns points 
of do€trine, which are a facred depofit, intruiled to 
another power. We know it ts to that power alone 
that the cognizance of them 1s referved, and we 
could not interfere in them, without expofing our- 
felves to the juft reproach of not having fupported 
the truth, but by a manifeft incroachment on the 
fpiritual authority, and of having done much evil, 
under a {pecious pretence ef doing greater good.” 
The fame difpofitions as are containe:| in this decla- 
ration, were renewed in thofe of the sth of June 1719, 
and of the 4th of Auguft 1720. ° 

Your Majefty, in your declaration of 1730, has con- 
firmed the Articles XXX. and XNXIV. of ihe edict of 
1695, and by that has given them aditional force. 
The decrees of the Council of State, for thefe twenty 
years paft, have been continually recalling thefe arti- 
cles to mind, and have been exerted in defending the 
Church againft the incroachments which the Magif- 
trates wanted to make on their fpiritual au:hortty. In 
a decree of the 7th of Septeniber, 1727, your Majefty 
exprefsly declares, that in matters which concern faith, 
and the dottrines of the Church, the opinion of the 
Bihops is to precede the cxertion of the fecular 
power, and to ferve as the foundation for the laws 
and decrees which that power ,enatts, to confirm 
the authority of the Church by temporal punith- 
ments, _ 

In 19731, the jurifdi€tion of the Church having 
been violently attacked, your Majefty expreffed your- 
{elf in a manner very capable of encouraging the 
Minifters 
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Minifters of Jefus Chrift, by iffuing, on the 1oth of 


March, tn your Council, a decree which fignifies, 
“that your Majefty, ever attentive to fulfil every 
‘“‘ thing that religion requires from your power, with- 
“ out being wanting in any thing you owe to your- 
“< felf, rontders it as your firft duty to prevefit, that, 
‘“‘ on occafion of thefe difputes, the nights of a power 
“ fhould be called in queftion, which has received 
“ from God alone the authority of deciding queftions 
“ of dogtrine upon the law, and upon the regulation 
“ of manners—-to make canons, or rules of difci- 
““ pline, for the conduét of the Minifters of the 
““ Church, and of the faithful, in the order of reli- 
* gidh——to appoint or fet afide their Minifters, in con- 
“ formity to the fame rules—and to infure obedi- 
“ ence, by impofing upon the faithful, according to 
‘“‘ canonical orders, not only falutary penances, but 
“* veal fpiritual punifhments, by the fentences or cen- 
“ fures which the Superior Clergy have a right to 
““ pronounce and to publifh, and which are fe much 
“¢ the more formidable, as they produce their effe& 
‘“ upon the foul of the guilty perfon; whofe oppofi- 
*‘ tion does not prevent him from beartig, contrary 
“ to his will, the punifhment to which he is con- 
“© demned.” 

By a decree of the 6th of July of the fame year, 
veut Majefty broke and annulled a decree of the Par- 
iament of Paris, becaufe ir gave an injunction to 
the Bifhop of Orleans, in a fpiritual matter, and con- 
cerning the Sacraments. 

Since this decree, Sire,, when the Magittrates have 
not conformed, upon this point, to their duty, and to 
your orders, you have always come to the affiftance 
of the Church. How many ftriking inftances do we 
not recolleét, of this zeal In your Maiefty for the tn- 
terefts of the fanctuary, a which awaken in cur 
hearts the fentiments of a juft gratitude ? | 

The decree of your Council of 1739, broke and 
annulled an ordonnance of the Lieutenant of the baily- 
wick of Villeneuve-Je-Roi, concerning the adminiftra- 
tion of the Sacraments, ’as being null, and incompe- 
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tently oo an incroachment upon the rights of 
fpiritual authority—and as a rafh enterprife, which 
you could.not fupprefs with too much feverity, in or- 
der that, as it had not any precedent before, fo it 
might not have any confequence hereafter. 

A decree of your Parliament, given on the 1ft of 
September 1740, afforded your Majetly an opportu- 
nity of exprefling yourfelf yet more clearly and pofi- 
tively upon this interference, fo rafhly and fo fre- 
quently renewed. The Parliament, by that decree, 
had prohibited all aéts or writings authorifing a refufal 
of the Sacraments, and of ecclefiaftical burial, on the 
foundation of an appeal from the conftitution Unizeni- 
tus, under fuch penalties as might be inflicted. 

Your Majefty, by a decree of the 6th of the fame 
month, ordered that the faid provifion fhould be re- 
aa as null, and ae: had no exiftence; annul- 
ing, at the fame time, all judgments that might be 
executed or paffed in confequence thereof. The mo- 
tives which excited your Majefty’s indignation againft 
the Parliamentary decree, and which are recited in the 
preamble to the decree of the Council, are, ‘ that it is 
“ not lawful for Magiftrates to exceed the limits of 
“« their power, by attempting to exercife It In matters 
“ merely fpiritual, fuch as the rules that are to be ob- 
“« ferved with refpe& to the adminiftration of the Sacra- 
‘“‘ ments, and to the judgment to be formed upon the 
4‘ difpofitions neceflary to receive them.” Neverthe- 
Jefs, your Majefty hath had the mortification to fee 
this in a decree, whereby they manifeftly decide, that. 
the refufal of the Sacraments is unjuft in the cafe 
therein fet forth, becaufe they exprefsly pou any 
writing, and even any act in nee of fuch a re- 
fufal; as if a fecular tribunal could have a right to 
impofe laws on the Minifters of the Church, in what 
regards the difpenfation of facred matters ; that is to 
fay, in wha’ is moft effentially united to the power 
which they de.ive from God hinfelf; befides that the 
terms r-ad> nfe of in this decree of the Parliament, 
whore they {pcak of an appeal to the next Council ie 
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the fubjec of the conftitution Unigenitus, feemed to 
fuppofe, and even to infinuate, that an appeal, which 
the King had previoufly declared to be null, as far 
back as the year 1720, and which he had abfo- 
lutely forbiiden to be made in future, can yet be 
valid for the indemnification of thofe who on that 
ground might perfift in their oppofition to a fen- 
tence folemmnly acceded to by the Bifhops of this 
kingdom, received by the Church in general, fup- 
di by letters patent, regiftered in all the Par- 
laments, and fo often conkeaed by the authority 
‘of the Royal affent. 

Laws fo explicit, orders fo conformable to the 
ditates of religion and juftice, were not of force to 
teftrain the fecular tribunals. The judge Delegate 
of the Supreme Court of Angers, obliged ycur Ma- 
jefty to explain yourfelf afrefh, rwo years after, on the 
fame fubje&t; and, by a decree of your Council, 
dated gth of January 1742, you repeated and made 
void a fentence profounced by that Judge, as Com- 
iniffioner in that Bat of the Parliament of Paris, re- 
fpecting the adminitration of the Sacraments; the 
fentence being declared to have been given without 
authority, and to be an incroachment on the Epi- 
copal jurifdicton. 

The decree paffed in the Council of State, on 
the 17th of Oétober inthe fame year, occafioned by 
@ decree of the Parliament of Paris, ordering, that 
‘a pamphlet, intitled Cas de Con cience, fhould be 
‘burnt by the public Executioner, furnifhes another 
exemplary pitepf of your Majefty’s religious zeal. 

Speaking of the Pérliament of Paris, it is there 
faid, “that the Secular Judges ‘sught at leaft to 
“have abftained from giving to ‘the work they con- 
* demned a qualification, by which they feemed 
“to have taken upon themfelves the folution of this 
“ cafe of confcience, ‘and to have made themfelves 
“ judges of the difpofitions requifite for a worthy 
“ participation of the Sacraments, and of the fub- 
“ miffion which is due to the judgments of the 
«“ Church in points merely of a religious alas 
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Your Majefty goes onto fav, “that, as vou have 
“already declared on fimilar occafions, that you 
“were tar from confidering matters purely fpiritpal 
*‘ as being fubmitted to your authority, fo you would 
“< not futfer thofe to whom you intrufted a part of 
“that authority, for the purpofe of admimifterin 
“‘ juftice, to exceed thefe bounds which you hat 
“‘ prefcribed to yourfelf.” 

Your Majefty therefore ordained, that the con- 
demnation contained in the decree of the /’arliament 
Should be null, and of no effeét, as if it had never 
been made. 

In like manner, the decree of your Council, dated 
22d of January 1742, fuppreffed an encroachment 
of the Supreme Court of Rheims, repealed and an- 
nulled two of their fentences given in relation to the 
Sacraments, and forbade them to interfere in future. 

But that of the 2ift of February 1747, which 
equally proceeded from your sen and was 
given on the occafion of the decree of the Parlia- 
ment of Paris, dated the 17th of the fame month, 
affords too ftriking a proof of the fpecial proteétion 
which you afford to the Church, not to be placed 
at length before your Majefty’s eyes: the tenor of 
it is as follows: ‘“ His Majefty would have obferved, 
“ that the art with which this decree had bzen drawn, 
““ferves only to point out, that the real object of 
“‘ thofe who were the anthors of it, was, to weaken 
“and render ineffectual all that the King kad done, 
“‘fince his happy acceflion to the Crown, to fup- 
“port by his authority that of the Bull Unigenicus, 
“ {0 fully confirmed by the fanétion of the heacs of 
“the Church, that all thofe who are acquain*-d with 
“(the two decrees of the Grand Chambcr, datec 7th 
“of January, and 1ft inftant, as well as with what 
“ preceded the decree in queftion, cannot doubt that 
“‘ their principal intention was to prevent the confti- 
“tution Unigenitus from being regarded as a deci- 
“‘ fion of the univerfal church, in point of doétrine, 
“‘ although thefe are terms confecrated by his Ma- 
“ jefty’s ufg of them, as well in his declaration of 
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“24th of March 1730, regiftered in his prefence by 
“* the Parliament of Paris, and afterwards by all the 
‘other Parhaments of his kingdom, as in the de- 
“‘crees which he has paffed fince that declaration. 
“That nothing, in fhort, difcovers more plainly the 
“fpinit of the decree of the 17th inftant, than the 
“ affectation with which they have attempted to give 
“it certain gloffes, by arabutie to his Majefty in- 
‘* tentions oy foreign to thofe which he has al- 
‘“‘ ways profeffed, as if they had meant to make 
“him contradict himfelf. But it is aftonifhing, that 
“thofe who have formed fuch a defign, fhould not 
““ have remarked, that the letter written to the Bi- 
‘“‘fhops, in 1731, which they refer to, in the be- 
“ ginning of their decree, contains the fame expref- 
Fons, to wit, judgment of the univerfal Church 
‘“in peint of doétrine, applied to the conftitution ; 
+ sit that the King’s anfwers to the remonftrances 
*‘ of the Parliament, the dates of which are likewife 
** ftated in the decree, do not fhew lefs clearly, that 
‘his Majefty has never ceafed to maintain that re- 
“« fpe& and fubmmiffion, which the conttitution requires, 
- ae Magiftrates, as well as from all other good 
** Catholics. 

“ His Majefty was not lefs furprifed te find, in 
** the fubfequent part of this decree, that the Par- 
“liament are difpofed to attribute to themfelves the 
“merit and honoug of taking pains to prevent a 
“fchifm from being introduced into the kingdom; 
“as if it were poflible to be ignorant of the conti- 
“nual attention paid ‘by his Majefty to the pre- 
“‘fervation of peace and tranquility among his fub- 
* jeétss or that the readieft way to promote fchifm, 
“was to fubmit to the mandates of the Church, 
*©and that difobedience was the means to exclude 
“it. His Majefty hath moreover paid a due atten- 
*¢ tion to the terms of the arret; which imply, that 
“the Parliament has a-right to decide upon the in- 
“ terpretations which the confitution is capable of, 
“although the King, as hath been more than once 
“ exprefled by his Majefty, even in bis anfwers to his 
| « Parliameny 
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* Parliament made it an inviolable rule to himfelf, 
“not to offer any explanation of doétrinal points of 
“religion, but fuch as had been gen by thofe 
‘‘whom God had fixed upon to bé@éhe judges of 
“them, and to give thefe in their own words. Ia 
“fine, his Majefty obferved, that the Parliament, in 
“‘ defianceof that refpeét which is due to the King's 
“‘authority, did not fcruple to declare, at the 
“‘conclufion of their decree, that they perfifted in 
“the principles laid down in the refolutions and de- 
“‘crees they had paffed, to the day of their laft de- 
“‘ liberation, .as if by this means they could give frefh 
“< validity to feveral of them, which the King had 
““annulled on account of the extravagance of thofe 
“* principles, and could fet ‘their poset above that 
“of the Sovereign, from whom alone they received 
“it, His Majefty would therefore be wanting in 
“what he owed to Religton, the Church, the State, 
“and Himfelf, if he fuffered a declaration to fubfift, 
“which calls more particularly for his cenfure; as. 
“* by recapitulating the modifications fignified in the 
“decree of regiftry of the letters patent in 1714, 
** notwithitanding that they have no relation to the 
“* prefent matter, they feem to have aimed enly at 
“‘ fheltering themfelves again under the vain pre- 
““ tence of being governed by national principles, of 
** which his Magefty hath been and always will be 
“the guardian, as he hath fufficiently demonftrated 
““ by his attention to fupprefs by his: decrees whate- 
““ ver might operate in contradittion-te them. Mov- 
“ed by 5 thefe various confiderations, his Majefty 
“ thinks he cannot too foen explain his intentions in 
* refpett of .a decree fo evidently calculated to re- 
*“vive a flame, the embers:@f which he is contix 
“nually endeavouring to. extinguish: And therefore. 
“the King, being prefent in. bis. Council, -hath cas- 
“ elled and. pra tlen: and doth cancel and annul, 
“ the decrees of the 17t inftant; ordering thatithey 
“ fhall be void, anc. :onfidered as if they had never 
“exifted. Further, his Majefty ordaineth, that his 
“© declaration of the 24th of March 17390,, as'likewile 
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‘the decrees iflued by his Majefty relative to the 
‘‘ authority of ‘the conttitution, be obferved agreea- 
“ble to their-ferm and tenour, and doth of confe- 
“quence dire@tSand enjoin that the faid conftitution 
“«be obeyed with all the refpeét and fubmiffion which 
‘is due to an ordinance of the wniverfal Church, 
“in a matter of doétrine. His Majefty doth likewife, 
«in the moft exprefs manner, prohibit and bar any 
“‘ decree or deliberation to the contrary, to be had 
“by his Court of Parliament of Paris: And the pre- 
“fene decree fhall be read, &c. &c.” 

What a fcene of peace and tranquility, Sire, would 
your i all dominions exhibit, if the conduét of 

our Parliament ‘were corfformable to your prudent 
and religious views! “Bat, in fpite of the tenets of 
the Gofpel, the uninterrupted authority of tradition, 
-the laws of preceding Kings, and the repeated de- 
clarations of your Majéfty on a point of fo high 
importance; the Minilters of the Church, Curates, 
and even Paftors of the higheft rank, are expofed 
-to greater infults in the exercife of the:r duties, than 
-they have ever experienced fince the foundation of 
_the monarchy. Attempts are made to fruftrate what 
-your Majefty has ‘been page to eftablifh for 
‘more than thirty years;—to abolifh our moft anci- 
-ent, refpettable, and acknowledged ufages; the ne- 
-ceflity of which is not to be Gbmied to the ex- 
amination of fecular Magiftrates, nor can become 
an object of their decifions. A right of junfdiction 
is ufurped in what concerns the exterior adminiftra- 
tion, and we are left to apprehend the confequei- 
ces of the next ftep on thofe parts of the admi- 
niftration and difpenfation, which are not exterior! 
How are we to reconcile fuch unaccountable pre- 
ténfions with that explicit text of the Apoftle, -in 
which “he declares that we arc nat only the Minéf- 
ters of Jefus Chrift, but ajfo the difpenfers of the 
holy Myftertes? 

Alas! Sire, fhall it be faid, that, under the reign 
-of a Prince fo religious, fo juft, fo powerful, as your 
Majefty, the civil power, which has “no SH 
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but what it derives from you, fhall employ it againft 
hkl moft exprefs edicts; nay, againft your moft abfo- 
ute prohibitions, to ere€t a new tribunal for themfelves 
in the temple of the fiving God, and to expofe our moft 
folemn facraments to profanation ? 

Shall the world behold under your date Sire, the 
moft fevere m&ans employed, fuch as ages leaft favour- 
able to the Church afford no example of, to force 
the Minifters of Jefus Chrift, in their own defpite, in 
contradiftion to their confcience,—to the aa 
of their Bifhops—to the regulations of the Ritual—To 
the ecclefiaftical, and to the divine law, to give the 
holy of holies to perfons notorioufly unworthy, to 
eet finners, to fuch even as make profeffion of li- 

ertinifm and infidelity? If the fear of expofing them- 
felves to the crime of prevarication reftrains Priefts of 
wifdom and fan&tity, the moft-rigorous treatment shall 
be the reward of oe merit! And all of us, Minifters 
‘of Jefus Chrift, Chief Paftors of your people, fhall 
find ourfelves obliged, either to be guilty of prevaricas : 
tion, or to become the victims of our duty! . | 

God forbid, Sire, that. we fhauld hefitate ane mo-: 
ment between the twol “ The Church,” faid St. Cy- 
prian, “ isruined, if threats can difcourage and difarm 
“us.” We will chearfully offer ourfelves to fuffer- 
ing and tribulations, and openly profefs, that if fuch 
{candals are continued, we fhall no longer be able to 
reftrain our zeal ; we fhould be inexcufable in not Jift- 
ening toit. We-shall be forced to employ the fpiritual 
weapons witlt which we are furnifhed ; and, if they 
are not found fufficient to check men refolved to hold 
them in contempt, we fhould with our own bodies 
guard that of Jefus Chrift. 

This refolution, Sire, with which we are infpired by 
_the Lord, and which has no other fource but the fear 
of rendering ourfelves guilty in his fight, is furely more 
than ah neceflary, at a time when your Parliameg is — 
proceeding to unheard-of-exceffes againft fome of our 
coadjutors in the holy myfteries. 

Is it pofible that we could be infenfible to the violen- 
_ees exercifed againft them? Coyld we fee, without the 
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utmoft pain, diligent and worthy Paftors difgraced and 
put to flight, becaufe they knew their duty and ful- 
filled it; becaufe they ‘feared the judgment of God 
more than the cement of men; becaufe they obeyed 
us, who are their lawful fuperiors in the miniftry hey 
exercife, and whom they could not have difobeyed in 
this point, without being criminal before God, and in- 
curring thofe penalties which the Church infli€ts upon 
revaricators? The having fulfilled their duty, then, 
# the caufe of their perfecution : but, as they are perfe- 
cuted for righteoufnefs’ fake, they are more dear and 
eftimable to us than ever. And if they have trodden 
‘before us the path of adverfity and difgrace, we will 
“not abandon them, Sire: not only will we employ for 
them our prayers, our folicitations, our authority, and 
whatever means Heaven has put into our hands forthe 
defence of tts caufe ; but we will follow them, if fuch 
is to ‘be their fate, into prifon; we will.cry aloud and 
fpare not ; the whole world fhall know, that-if the Cu- 
rates‘and the Priefts in France are ‘perfecuted and trou- 
bled in the caufe of religion, the Bifhops of France are: 
capable of fharing with ‘them the tribulations which a. 
weal¥or the facred rites has drawn upon the Minifters. 
of the faith, and that they feel it'to be their duty to, 
Hive and die for their religion. | 

It is not, Sire, from a motive of conpaffion, even to. 
the Paftors in whofe behalf we take the liberty of ad- 
cxeffing yous Majefty, for they have the happinefs to 
be the martyrs of fefus Chnift; it is from a dread. of 
the fatal effets which may be produced by this forced 
defertion fromtheir cures. How grievous muft it be to 
Bilhops, to fee that part of the flock which is committed 
to their care, deprived of thofe affiftances which are ne~ 
ceffary for it! to fee churches abandored by their Xe 

yates, and fugitive Vicars forced, perhaps, to fhett 
their orthodoxy among neighbouring nations, as for- 
“nterly our neighbours, perfecuted for the faith, fought 

an afylum here! | ; 
How fhall we replace thefe zealous and faithful Paf- 
tors? Thofe on whom our choice might fall, would be 
. —*anworthys 
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unworthy to fucceed them, if they did not mean tofol- 
low their examples: and thus every day muft produce 
new feditions, new oppreffions, new defertion, new 
fcandal * ae, 

We cannot doubt, Sire, but your Majefty muft be - 
affected with what, alas! is but too faithful a picture | 
of the evils which religion endures ; and the protection 
you afford to the Church is a pledge tous, that you 
will fuffer the civil power no longer to abufe that au- 
thority which you have given it. Indeed, Sire, we do 
not deny thar it is poffible fome Minifters of the inferior 
clafs may have - carried matters: beyond their due 
bounds ; but, becanfe it “is poffible that rules may be 
abufed, would it therefore be night to fupprefs and 
abolifh the rales themfelves ? What confufion would 
fuch an inference lead to? The moft holy things are 
liable'to abufe ; the facraments, the word of God, and 
religion: does>it therefore follow, that, to~ prévent | 
thefe abufes, we muft fupprefs and abolith religion, 
holy writ, the facraments, in a word, all ‘that is held © 
moft facred ? The proper remedy for fuch evil lies in - 
the vigilance and care of the Bifhops, the only power 
competent to prevent; chéck, and punish excefles, | 
committed in the adminiftration of {piritual matters ; 
who, if they feel themfelves obliged to excite, ani- 
mate, and encourage thofe in the inferior orders, who - 
may be deficient in point of zeal, feel equally the obli- 
gation they have to reftrain, moderate; and punith - 
thofe, whofe zeal may-be either imprudent, indifcreet, . 
or overbearing. ee 

But what may we not expect from the religious dif- © 
nofitions of a Prince, who hatb fo often fhewn himfelf 
iruly deferving of the auguft title of the Eldeft Son of 
the Church? Yes, Sire, we have a juft confidence 
that your Majefty will come to our aid. How, indeed, 
is it poffible we fhould doubt, fince our caufe is. not 
only that-of Epifcopacy, but that of the univerfal 
Church, of the moft holy Sacrament, .of Jefus Chrift 


himfelf! : 
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' Plunged in the deepeft forrow, we conjure you, 
Sire, vouchfafe to employ the authority you have 
received from God,’to reprefs, as you tae already 
done on lefs important occafions, the incroachments. 
of the civil powers. 7 

"By cancelling a decree fo fatal to. religion, and fo: 
contrary to your Majefty’s views, as that 0 the 18th of 
April——by annulling the different decrees relating to: 
it, and all the proceedings which have been had in 
confequence-——by orderig that all the editts and all 
the declarations which we have recited to your Majefty, 
and particularly the 34th article of the edit of 1695,. 
be faithfully carried into execution: ina word, by 
enforcing all that obedience which is due to your or- 
‘ders, Sire, you will reftore liberty, to the holy Minif- 
ee and dignity to the Altars, you will dry up the tears 
of the truly pious, you will put a ftop to the fcoffs-of 
‘infidels, and complete the work you have ever been la~ 
pouring to accomplifh, the prefervation of the rights of 
the fanQuary. 


uc 





Paris, vith Fune, 1752+ 
Signed, 


Of Paris. | 

Of Pie Archbifhops 
x. | ) c ) 
OF Sens. 

OF Touloufe. 


“OF Orange. (Louis antient Bilhop) 
OF Langres. 

Of Nitrie. 

Of Bayeux. 

Of Carcaffone. 

Of Meix.. 

Of Meaux. 

Of Bethleém. 

Of Cahors. 


_ Bithops: 
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OF Troyes. 
Of Dijon. 
Of Perpignan. 

Of Trequier. Bithops. 
‘Of Avranches. 

Of Chartres. 

Of Apr. P 


The Abbé de Coriolis, Agent. 
The Abbé de Caffries, Agent. 


Examined and certified by Us, Counfellors to the 
King in his Council of State, and Agents-Ge- 
serel of ‘the Clergy of France ; Paris, 27th ef 


June 1752. 
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